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Is Marriage Becoming Obsolete?

Not the least curious and note-
worthy of the results of the panic
in the east, is reported a very per-
ceptible falling off in weddings.
The general average was kept up
through the earlier portion of that
miserable time, but of late has de-
creased to such an extent that
there are :terious fears of a total
failure of the crop in this import-
ant part of the ministerial harvest,
durlgg the Spring and Summer
coming. The reason assigned for
their not doing so sooner is that
those made up to the present time
have been as one might say, clear-
ing off the old contracts. Men
sacrificed now agreed to it months
ago. Of course they would be wil-
ling to pay a handsome margin for
release now, but cannot get it.
Women are shrewd hands at com-
pellin%hargainﬂ in matters of this
gort. Butnew contracts are scarce.
Husbands are rated ‘““scarce and in
great demand” in the matrimonial
market; wives, “‘a surplus, and few
offers at any price, except for
ex{eeedit;i]ﬂy choice lots.”

Notwithstanding our escape from
the disaster of a paniec and its con-
sequent demoralization of social af-
fairs, we may observe here a ten-
dency similar to that noted in the
east—asad dimmin%‘::f the glare of
Hymen’s torch. hy are our
maidens threatened with spinster-
hood, and why do our youths grow
up and on into the bald and wrink-
led stages of bachelordom? Simply

tures and other intellectual circus-
es; but the bulk of his income we
appropriate.”

Too veracious, quite, have Amer-
ican husbands found the Biblical
statement that ‘“‘a man’s foes are
those of his own household.”
American youth of the present

easily taken in, either by sentiment
or speculation.
bella and Cynthia and all the rest
of the charming baits to lare them
from the untrammeled, indepen-
dent joys of bachelorhood, but year
by year it seems as if the number
snapped from that sea of liberty
into the frying pan of marriage
grows smaller and smaller.

The plain truth is that so long as
woman continues to be a synonym
for reckless extravagance, no youn
man with a moderate income an
measurable prudence can venture
upon the risk of taking a wife—that
is, a wife of his own. Not only
must he see that he marries finan-
cial disaster, but he invokes the act-
ual presence of ugly, shadowy
phantoms of mental inquietude and
shame, the legitimate brood of un-
thrift and baseless ostentation,
when he assumes the weighty re-
sponsibilities of a husband. He
hearson every side the conundrum,
80 frequently put as to constitute a
perpetual buzzing in the air, “How
can Mrs, —— dress 8o upon her hus-
band’s income?”’” He sees the cloud
of care, anxiety and regret which
darkens the brow of married men.
He feels how expensive is the bur-

because the impression is constant-
ly growing more and more preva-
lent that marriage is an institution
which ““doesn’t pay.” Its luxuries
fail to repay the risk and cost of in-
ve-tment. As a general proposition
it may be affirmed that as a people
we have the most vague conceptions
ansibla on the score of economy;
ut as a particular fact 1t may be
further demonstrated that our wo-
men a8 a rule possess not even
those. |

An American, ‘whafever his
means, deems uut,hing too good for
him. Theoretically, ‘‘the earth and
the fullness thereof” belong to him,
Practically, if he does not come into
possession of that estate it is not for
want of endeavor,and if nnsuccess-
ful he is so much ashamed of it that
he will desperately struggle to pre-
preserve the semblance of attain-
ment of what he considers his just
deserts. False pride is the parent
of our countless shams. We want
champagne; but if our lank purses
bid us ‘“‘nay,” we will insist upon at
least having a poisonous and vilely
flavored beverage which will come
with a fizz out of a bottle menda-
ciously labeled “echampagne.”
We want fine raiment; but if
our financial resources proscribe
that which is both fine and good,
we will resign the latter character-
istic to secure an imitation of the
former. We want gold and dia-
monds; but the yearnings of our
impecunious souls may be stayed
with eroide and paste. Why, in
some places, Pittsburgh for in-
stance, plank monuments, painted
and grained to imitate Italian mar-
ble and granite, are fo be seen.
From the cradle to the tomb there
is among Americans an increasing
combat with fate, by those who
have $1,000; by those who have
$5,000 per annum, to rival in ex-

nditure and display those who

ave $5,000 to maintain a superfi-
cial ﬁualitg with those who have
$20,000, and se on ad infinitum.
Our really rich men strive to out-
shine kings, while those in medium
circumstan and even the poor,
try to ape the style of the rich. It
all be considered a sort of so-
cial affirmation of thorough democ-
racy, but, as used fo be said in the
army, “it is no good way.”

The main sufportara of this false,
artificial and injurious state of so-
ciety are women. Men undoubt-
edly lay the foundations for their
rainous taste for competition in
extravagance, but they go to far
greater lengths than men would
ever dare in its pursuit, for the rea-
sons that they generally have little
or nothing else to think of, within
the somewhat limited scope of
their comprehension, and that
no enfo considerations of bus-
iness necessity serve to restrain
them.

The American girl of to-day is
taught to cultivate an indifference
as to whence or how money comes,
so long as she can have it to squan-
der on her nal adornment in
rivalry with others of her sex. As
Mrs. Burnham wittily says for wo-
men, ‘““Man’s pleasures would never

suit us, and rofits we have.
We allow him -np h to dress re-

spectably, and to take him to lec-|

den of the ordinary social pleasures
to which he is condemned if he
would cultivate the society of ladies
and still avoid the reputation for
“meanness”—a term women are
quick in applying to rational econ-
omy. Is H: any wonder that he
says to himself, ““Noj 1 lack the
heroism required for a lifetime of
such martyrdom?”

Of course, there will still be wed-
dings, for there will always be men
rich enough to enable them to dis-
Eensa with brains, and it is to be

0 that while time endures it
will be practicabie in some cases to
““eo home and live with the old
folks;” but if women wish to popu-
larize marriage, they must make
gigantic reforms in their habits.—
S. F. Chronicle.
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A Mammoth Cave in Shasta.

NINE VAST SUBTERRANEAN CHAM-
BERS.

M. D. Butler, of Shasta county,
Cal., informs the Oakland Zrans-
cript that a vast cavern, or series
of caverns, have been discovered
upon his ranch, sixteen miles east
from Cottonwood station and about
eleven miles from the Sacramento
river, The ground immediately
surrounding and adjacent to the
mouth of the cavern is a plain, al-
though not far off is a range of
high hills. A stream filled with
trout runs *below the cave, which
enters into Battle creek, the divid-
ing line between Shasta and Te-
hama counties.

On the north of Shasta side, and
in the center of the ranch, is a spot
where the earth has, as it were,
fallen in, or, as our informant ex-
presses it, ‘““a break down.” This
opening or aperture is about
forty-five feet across and twen-
ty feet in lemgth. The sides
are nearly perpendicular. A bueck-
Eﬁﬂ tree shoots from the bottom of
this hole to the surface. Down
this declivity our informant let
himself, by clinging to the branch-
es of a tree. At the depth of twen-
ty feet, by torchlight, two avenues
are seen, the one entering from

{the mnorth, the other from the

south, The latter was the on-
ly one entered l'i% Mr. Butler and
companions. is underground
corridor isin dimensions from twen-
ty to twenty-five feet in width and
six feet high. Immediately beyond,
however, the explorers entered a
grand chamber. _
This was thoroughly inspected
and found to be no less than three
hundred feet by sixty in size, and
of immense hight. The rock seem-
ed to be mainly of a reddish cast,
but other colors were seen. Stal-
acites and stalagmites of huge size
and of all the hues of the prism
abound. Gnats are the only living
tenants of this silent subterranean
chapel. From this grand chamber,
eight other rooms of various dimen-
sions were explored. In one of
them was found s pmre spring of
delicious water, Fartially burned
brands were discovered, showin
that the Indians had pi«bably ten-

anted the eavern many years sgo.
Mr, Butler has no dougt that very

| depression. But Professor Carr will

day are generally reflective and not |

They admire Ara- |

many other recesses will soon be
explored in this direction. As was
remarked above, little has been
dn:&e t‘awan:zi the axplnmtlrl;n of thﬁ
underground passages on the nort

side, from the base of the surface

ter provided for than they ever
w.re before, and they are improv-
ing the opportunity and laying up
arn 8 and ammunition. They have
prospered s0 well since the
treaty made with Howard, that
they now have more than enough
of animals to mount eve
man, woman and child on the
reservation, besides having trad-
ed a great many off. At the
time of the treaty, there was not

soon be down in those mysterious
depths searching with his torch for
hidden treasures as zssiduously as
did ever Diogenes, lantern in hand,
search for an honest man. And

g|in consequence, w

Col. E. J. Lewis, too, has alread
learned of the whereabouts of Cal-
ifornia’s mammoth cave. And he
is to go there soon, throwing down
his California Codes for the nonce
and getting into the ground before
hisE work as a politician is finished.
— e

over 500 altogether on the reserva-
tion. These animals they have ac-
i;uired by raiding into Sonora. It
s only a matter of time when
Cachise and his followers will give
trouble, as it is characteristic of
the Indian to become proud and
saucy when he is well fed and
clothed, imagining that the white
man is afraid of him. Cachise’s In-
dians have been raiding into Son-
ora, murdering and Kkilling the
inhabitants, which is a disgrace to
| our government and should be

The following patents issued on |stopped. The above are given as
Egrieu})tuml culliagod Bcript lllmt{‘?na, General Crook’s opinions.

ave been 1eceived at this office, | m -
and are ready fer delivery on sur- ¥rom tha Tueson. Citizen of Nov.
render of the duplicate receipts: 22—

No. 333 in favor of Nathaniel
Hodges; 1160 Frederick €ooper; 332
George Weston; 336 Wm. Bartlett]
1159 Wm. Maughan; 330 Richard
Johnson; 340 Joseph Robinson; 1157
Isaac Brockbank; 1114 Edmund Ho-
mer; 1179 Wm, Chatwin; 1325 Geo.
W. Crocheron; 1323 Hans F. Hau-
sen; 1308 John Wood; 1320 Amasa Vi
Potter; 1310 Jobn H. Rich; 1124 | ¢
Teancum Tai'[lnr' 1120 Lars Eliason,
1305 Henr cdoniile; 1319 David
Lant; 500 Wm. Havitt; 1102 Hans
Peterson; 1105 John Hooper; 1111
Lewis W. Smith] 1116 Erick B
Erickson; 1112 Thos. Davidson;1113
Evan M f}reerne; 1118 Saml.Douglas;
1251Jno H Hodson; 1127Wm Hunts-
man; 1123 W. S, Read; 1126 Joseph
Woodward; 1130 Thomas Moss; 1131
Absalom Y’at.es; 1132 Geo. M. Pea-
cock; 1135 Miles Miller; 1136 Thos.
Carter; 1138 Wm. Andrews; 1137

o B pat o

United States Land Patents.

U. S. LAND OFFICE,
Salt Lake City, Dec. 13, ’73.

fifteen miles west of Tucson, which
| he has been experimenting on for
several years. Some ores recently
| worked by him on a small scale
gia]ve astonishingly rich returns in
silver. |

Last year’s receipts of Tucson

an expenses. The council has
ordered that no more]village prison-
ers be confined in the county jail
at the expense of the village.

“WESTERN NOTES.

California pays $1,000,000 a year
to Scotland for wheat bags.

The
Walla is forty cents per bushel.

The stock men of Monterey coun-

John Brough; 1119 Henry Din-|ty, California, "lost heavily by th
woodey; 1140 Charles A. Terry,1141 lzfe storm.. . . . FRRTY R S0
Jesse W. Perkins; 1142 Warren G.

Pickpockets and umbrella thieves
are the cause of a great deal of pro-
fanity now in San Francisco.

A colony of twenty-five Italian
farmers, fresh from 1taly, will ar-
rive shortly to cultivate a part of
Grand Island, Cal. :

Of the $20,000 paid out last week
by the railroad company near Los
An‘%elea for labor, the Mongolians
got less than $1,000. |

An impecunious San Franciscan
recently ¢f ”? his artificial
teeth, on which “mine uncle” ad-
vanced a dollar and a half, :

James A. Herne, Alice Vane and
Fay Templeton are playing at Pi-

r’s Opera House, Virginia City,

ev.

Redwood trees planted [in Santa
Cruz, Cal., fifteen years ago, have
attained eighty feet in 'he:gixt and
nearly three feet in diameter at the

Child; 1144 Walter Granger; 1179
Francis Webster; 1160 Joseph Arm-
strong; 1168 George Perry; 1171
Moses M. Sanders; 1166 Wm. C.
Mitchell; 1109 Nathaniel S. Beach;
1185 Hans K. Hausen; 1189 John
Willis; 1108 John William; 1115
Wm. Carter; 1107 Aszariah T'uttle;
1104 David Wilson; 1182 Robert C.
Lund; 1187 James Dalley;1186 Hans
Hausen; 1183  Peter Sutton; 1177
George Bradshaw; 1304 Arvin M.
Stoddard; 1188 Neils Peterson; 1190
Jens Anderson. M. J. ROCHE, ' .
Acting Register.
—0gden Junction, Dec. 15.
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ARIZONA NOTES.

*

From the (PmttMum Miner
of Dee. 2—

Gen. J. J. Dana, U. 8. A., who,
for a wouple of years past, has filled
the position of chief gquartermaster
of the military department of Ari-
zona, his wife, son, and chief clerk,
Mr. W. P. Baines, left headguarters
to-day for Washington City.

We need a good rain or snow
storm, now, after our five years of
drmrgi:t. ' e Sk

There isn’t a prisoner in our
county jail, and nobody seems to
regret the emptiness of those nice plated. |
furnished lodgings for vagabonds, In San Jose, the Moot Court

We know jof one candidate for|meets everyfThursday evening. A
Congress, and shall soon have the | Whole brood of young lawyers will
¢:pleasu:e’ of knowing many more. | e turned loose upon an unoffend-
But it is a long time to election,|ing community before long.
and nobody need hurry. Just now,| The Columbia river was filled
the want of proper mail faecilities | with floating ice, according to the
irritates our people, and they will|latest reports. Thisis the earliest
go for any man who_serves them closing ef the Columbia for twelve
well, or who shall give good bonds{ years. | |

to do so, in this matter. | The shi
e ship Kstdale has cleared at
Artesian wells have afforded the | Astoria for England, with 59,000
means of reclaiming many a use-|pgshels of wheat, the largest cargo

less California waste, and they will | ever cleared from the Columbia
yel cause more than one half of| river. :

Arizona ‘‘to blossom &8s the rose.”

John Flynn fell down stairs and
was found dead at San Fraucisco
lately. He was accustonsed to the
earnest and frequent use of ardent
spltite, " o 03 )

Petaluma is out of debt and has
$2,000 in the treasury over and
above the estimated cest of street
work under eoniract and contem-

ny has been formed in

Will Congress, at its present ses- e
: land, Cal., for the pur of
sion, pass the right kind of an act e:tandiﬁ’g the facilitios {E’ the silk-

to encourage people to try for arte-
sian water.

By spring the Apaches, with the
exception of Cachise’s Indians, will
be much less troublesome. His pol-
icy is toﬂ:ke;:p tsﬁ‘.rring ‘ug and skim-
ming o |
ridnﬁf the ﬂwu;tw nd;inﬂf&tfli‘gg about this city next season.”
young warriors, who are now ob-| At Carson, Dec. 8, Mrs. Sally
taining power, hold enlightened |Cline, 8 native of Scotland, aged
views, much op to the old|sixty-three yeami]wa.u found dead
chiefs. The old chiefs,such as Del- in her house. The coroner’s ju
che and others, are continually en-| found that the cause of her dea
deavoring to kick u}) s muss, and|Was intemperance and exposure.

|

ribbom factory now in operation at
that place. |

¢TIt is estimated by one who should

to 1,

1 cause their{ At erﬂvciila, California, on the
own destruction, For the present, | night of mber 6, William Rit-

there ® no danger of (mchise’s In-|chie broke into St. John’s Church

dians breaking out, as they are bet-|and drank a gallon of communion I

e

M. B. Duffield has quartz claims'

price of wheat in 'Wa.lla.,|

The Oakland, Cal., News says:

know, that there will be from 500
0&0 new houses erected in and | me where I can find a man?”? *Np,

ry | lor stove.

llage government were $200 less’

wine.. William has heen trying to
et 8 ber ever since, and expresses
is willingnes . to die.

An Albany (Oregon) boy explod-
ed an old gun barrel filled with
powder, pieces of iron, ete., the
other day, b?l" heating it in the par-

he members of the

family were picked up, and the
‘doctor thinks they may live.

_Two young men have been vic-
timizing the various San Francisco
hotels by representing themselves
as' officers. of the United BStales
navy. They suzeeeded pretty well
until they tried the Occidental,
where Mr. M¢Shane, the manager
of that house, levied on their lug-
gage to pay their bill. ., .

John Muleahy was. killed at
about half past 8 o’clock yesterday
morning by accidentally falling
down the shaft of the Hale & Nor-
cross mine.. The man fell 1400 feet,
the car falling on' top of him and
mashing him in a most frightful
manner.—Gold Hill News, Dec. 8.

The surveyors who left last June
to survey the boundary line betw-
een [daho and Washington Terri-
tories, returned last month to
Walla Walla. They had suffered
greatly, and were compelled to
abandon their work when within
three miles of completion.

A’ collision occurred Dee. 4, in

| Saeramento, at the Central Pacific

Railroad depot, between a locomot-
ive -backing down the track and
ex-Chief of Police Burke, who was
standing near the edge of the plat-
form. For once Burke had to take
a back seat, and was willing enough
toget off with tha‘.

William Carlyle, of Bodega, Cal.,

manufactulies wooden water pipe

|

|

|

by borin

_ sections  of redwood,
from twelve to sixteen feet lﬂnli,
with a self-cleaning augur of his
own invention, capable of turning
out from six to seven hundred feet
a day when run by horse-power.
Diameter of bore, from one and a
half to three inches,

About a month ago a lady in
Woodland, Cal., missed a4 hundred
dollar gold note, which she placed
in an envelope for the pu e of
sending away. One day last week
she went to the post-office to mail
a letter,and found one awaiting her.
She took it, and breaki g the seal,
she discovered the lost bank note.
The person who stole the money
evidently had a conscience. '

William Berry Durgan, a sum-
moned witness in a contested
election case, committed suicide in
the El Dorado County Jail, Dec. 3.
Durgan was held in prison at his
own request as a matter of self-pro-
tection, and suicided a few hours
after being admitted, in view of
the jailor and a doctor, who were
unable to interfere in time to save
his life. |

An intoxicated man, while stand-
ing on the corner of Clay and Kear-
ny streets, San Fransisvo, Dec. 6,
drank from a bottle of oil of vitriol.
Having had some aequaintance
with Barbary Coast whiskey he did
not at first discover his mistake,
but some friends noticed it, and
having had antidotes administered
to him in a drug store took him
home in a hack.

Last Spring we received from Eu-
gene Casserly a small amount of
jute seed, which we distributed
among such of our farmers as were
willing to test the cultivation of
this wvaluable fiber-bearing plant.
The seed was probably not very
fresh, as but very few plants came
up. Butthose thatdid comeup are
doing finely, are thrifty, and have
attained an average hight of eighty
feet. The experiment was suffi-
ciently satisfactory to assureus that,
if good seed can be obtained, the

lJant can be grown in this valley.

t is one of the easiest to cultivate
and gather of the fiber-bearing
plants, and the high price and great
demand for the fabrics manufac-
tured from it are sufficient guaran-
tee that it is a profitable crop to
cultivate.—Fresno, Cal., Expositor.

) STy T s
A gentleman, in search of a man
to do some wo:&, met on his way
a lady not as young as she once
was, and asked her “Can you tell

I ecannot,” she replied, ““for I have
been luul’dng for one these twenty
years myself.” -
The name of Roger Tichborne
will be handed down to posterity
by other means than by the fame
of the great trial which is now go-
ing on. The returns from the loeal
registrars in England show that
nearly 100 children have, by their

garents, been named Roger Tich-
orne.




