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I1 arise to address myself to the congrega-

tion of the saints who are here
with a degree of pleasure and satisfaction
feelingbeelin that it is a great privilege that we en-
joy of meeting together in this bowery from
sabbath to sabbath for the purpose of hear-
ing from and worshippingworshipping the lord our god

it has always been a great satisfaction to
naycay mind and a source of pleasure to speak of
the thinks of the kingdom of god especially
on those occasions on which the lord has
con descended to bless me with a portion of
hisuis spirit for the spirit of the lord gives joyy
and satisfaction to all those who are made
partakersparartakers of it whetherether it be the speakeror theghearerbearerbarer and without that spirit no person can
expect to enjoy any great dewreedegreedegree of happiness
in this life or in that which is to come it is
contrary to the nature of happiness for us to
undertake to enily ourselves independentdependentrid ependent of
the approbation of heaven and independent

i of the holy spirit which the almighty pours
out upon those who are honest and upright

i before him there isia no happiness in any-
thing else there is no place worthy of bingbeing

j called a place cabacf happinesspapiness onlyanly in the enjoy-
ment of the favor of god and of his holy

j spirit and those persons aretiare giulyuly blessed
who have the greatest share of that spirit
abiding with them and when that spirit with-
draws from the hearts of mankind they are
truly cursed in the spirit of the lord there
is13 peace there is joy there is light there is
truth there is hope and there is falthfaith with-
out that spirit all is darkness all is wretch

i
edness and all is shut up and closed as it
were to the human mind and future hopepope or
hope of future blessings and exaltation are
cut off

perhaps this may be thehie last opportunity
fatorforr some to coluecorae at least thathatbat I1 bhail have
of addressing the saints in utah in a few
days I1 expect to be wending my wayvay inin com-
pany with some of my brethren on another
mission to the united statesstatts for the purpose

i of doing whatever the spirit of the lord may
direct in those lands whether I1 shall return
again to utah it matters not itif atsoit so be that

the commandments of god and do hibilia
will all fleshalesh isia in lilbhib hands and he gov-
erns sandand controls all things according to his
own righteous will and purposes andind pre

serveserves in life whomsoever hebe sees proper and
takes away his seri ants whenever it seems
to him good to do so whether I1 shall le

paredspared many years or few it matters not to
imeme if I1 anam only faithful to the end this is
rnyhaymytay object this is the foremost thing in my
braindmind and it should be the foremost in the
minds of all the latter day saints many
great and good men have fallen by the power
of their enemies by the destroyer by sick-
ness and by accidents but this is the lotloviov 0of
all mankind to pass through the vallvail to go
from this stage of existence to another alto-
gether a dIlTerentdifferent state of existence from this
in many respects but even this stateslate of ex-
istence that we now enjoy is a pleasure to
the righteous it is a great satisfaction to
those that keep the commandments of god
life is sweet and there are but very fewinfew in
dividualsduala who are willing to part with it even
though they knew with the perfect knowl-
edge that when leaving this mortal state of
existence where we are subject to toil and fa-
tigue to pain and sorrow though they knew
that they would enter inter into the presence
off god and enjoy compcompleteete happihapplhappinessness in his
kingdom henceforth and forever yet there
greare many who although they mmightgrit know
this with the most perfect knowknowledgeedge they
would pray in their hearts that ththeyey might
bide here a little while longer0 there arewye

at a very few individuals uponu on the earth
I1 nong the latter day saints whowbo desire to

eeandiand I1 doubt very much whetherr there have
en many persons of that kind in the paspast
es of the world among the artle hearted
evants of god who desired to die when
ey reflected upon the work that they might
com and perform in this world they

still feel to pray for life even immor
illyl life to be continued unto them

why do we desire to live Is it to accu-
mulate riches no this ought21 not to be the
cause of the desire in our hearts for if we
should have power to heap up gold as the
sandsgands if we should have power to collect the
treasures of the earth together to a very creatgreat
extent and have power to have every thing

0too far as this worlds goods are concerned
to the fullest extent of our desires what ia it
ryenyenren then can we take those things into
he cravegraye with us can we carrcarry our farmsotierlurur houses our carriages andarld other property

the yailtail with us vono weivd cancap nopnotno
klenkhen why salwa this be in the hearts of so
lanylianylahy of thosethoi whoveeo profess to be saints as
ltit upper most awby should the peo qi

it lleile avakeloketo 0 bowhow to collect an

abundance of the things of this life why
should they clingtonclingy to the things that must per-
ish and be done away this isia one of the
great temptationstemp tationa that beset the pathway of
mortal man ilehe desires to heap up the rich-
es

rich-
ea of this world as though be was to stay
here forever butbot he may inquire itif the ori-
ginal desire is not placed in the heart of man
for a good purpose yes it is but that de
sireelre should be according to the law
of god and the will of heaven we should
seek for nothing in this dispensation and in
the kingdom in which we are engaged we
should seek for nohohinghingbing I1 repeat that would
be calculated to lead our minds astray from
the great purposes we have in view as latter
daday saints nothing should be permitted to12lead our minds from god and his kingdom
and from worshiping him with the fulness of
our hearts desires are very booddood in their
places when dictated by the spirit of god
they will be gratify d in dgedue time every man
and every woman should seek in a lawful
way to procure the things that are necessary
in this life to benefit themselves their neighneigh-
bors and the poor that are around them and
make a good use of the blessings god be
stows and the things he in trusts them witwith-
in

h
this world but how many there are

among the saints of the living god whose
hearts and minds are almost overwhelmed
with the things of this present eifel they
covet gold and ssilversliveri iverlver houses and lands and
other riches in abundance and they know not
why I1 should delight to see the saints of
god rich yes I1 shoud be pleased to see the
poorest saint among us have in his possession
all that his heart could desire it he would
use those things properly that were commit-
ted toohishlahis charge and according to therillthe will
of0 him that made minhlen I1 should also desire
to see no poor in the midst of zion but that
all might bebe blest with a good supplycupply of the
things of this life I1 desire to see theahe day
come when all the latter day saints who
have suffered shall have every thing which
their hearts can desire in righteousness of
the thinthingss of this world when they will be
good for them when they can use them for
thehe glory of god until that period shall

come I1 doubt whether riches will benefit the
saints olof god if peradventure any of you
by your diligence and perseverance should
happen to accumulate riches to some extent
if you should use themthen for the purposes which
god has ordordainedaiDed all will be well but itif notynot
they prove a curse to you instead otaofaofa blessing
and I1 will add that there is one thing that I1
am confident of viz that in utah t- eretere is not
much danger of the latter day saints becom-
ingin very rich if they accumulate by their
perseveranceyerserseverance a sufficiency of breadstuff s and
thosehose things that are necessary for their pres-

ent sustenance and future security against
thehe famines that ae to spread desolation in
the earth they willwili do ivereileeliI1 I1 think there is
no people upon the face oiof the earth need to
envy the latter day saints so far asag their
temporal prospects are concerned in other
respects they have great cause tuto envy them

there is not much chance far the litter
day saints to grow rich in this territory
I1 mean according to the meaning of the term
in the world there is and ever will be too
much to be done in various kinds of labor for
the building up of the kingdom of gottgod your
land of course yields abundantly where it is
well cultivated but it requires a great deal
of tolltoil to accomplish it about three or four
times the labor is required of the fafarmers and
agriculturists than is required in other coun-
tries why it takes a man almost one half
of his time to get his fuel from the kanyonkan
about one quarter to irrigate the soilamily and off
course the rest is well occupied with the other
duties of life this being the case then
there is not much prospect of soon becoming
very rich we ought nevertheless to hebe
thankful for the blessings we enjoy for the
almighty has brought uslug into a country
where weme have not the privilege of heapingheadin
uptild riches and ruining ourselvesoursoura alvesaives forever it

a people a long time to prepare them-
selves for riches the old principle which waswaa

I1 planted in the hearts of our ancestors which
I1 wasa a principlerne i oflot covetousness as
ttidedd bytheby the ggentilese ntiles in all ages has bbecomeacome
aparta part of the nature of the human family
by tradition so much so that it seems to be
one of the most difficult thanthingss to root out of
the hearts of men to accomplish this the
lord has to train the people year after year
in order to get it out of their minds and he
has given us a very thorough training and ex-
perienceperi ence in order to deliver this people from
this covetous feeling and principle

itif we reflect back upon our past history
and I1 believe that the latter nayday saints are
acquainted with that history either jy actual
expedienceexperience by roreadingadingreading or by hear irig h ver-
bally recited asufficeI1 it to baysay that they are
pretty well acquaintedacquaintedwithkith the history of
thi s church for the last thirty years what
has the lord been trvin to10accomplish since
the tige of thihht church IThaaliea been arvitry
ining to of thehe greagreatestvestlest events

and one of the greatest works ever aceaccom-
plished among mankindd yes he has been
trying to eradicate from the people the old
leaven of the gentiles that has been establish-
ed iiiia the hearts of men for so many generat-
ions

genera-
tion and to prepare the saints for the great
work of the last days in regard to heaping
up a multitude of the riches of this life all
our past history shows that the lord was so
determinedined to rid us of this principle as far
as possible in order that we might enjoy
riches when he shall see fit to bestow them
upon us that he suffered us to be driven from
our inheritances to undergo many privations
and thus be prapaiprepareded for the vicissitudes of
future life

we need not be faint hearted nor discour-
aged in regard to the riches of this life for
this people are bound to uee the richest of
of any people upon the face of the whole
earth in the lords own due time that will
be in fulfillmentfulfilment of prophecy and no people
that ever dwelt upon this earth overcameever came up
to what the latter day saints will be in the
accumulation of the things of this life but
when we reflect upon these things we ought
to pray earnestly that we may never ue put
I1in the possession of those things until we arear e
rinidridd of those feelings of selfishness and covet-
ousnessous ness prest B young we shall not be
for the bordhordlord knows that wealth would cer-
tainly be a curse to us it frequently looks
very curious to mome looklookingI1 ng at it naturally
and causes me some astonishment when I1 see
the pride and arrogance of the children of
men for I1 see that the whole beritbent of their
minds is upon the wheat and corn that they
grow their contemplations seem to be upon
the plans and means by which they can best

1 accumulate the treasures of this world who
would place their minds in this direction
when they see thousands and millions perlsperisperishinghingbing
and annually going into their gravesraves and who

tivoIIvowould
itilluil

ll11 believe that they would tebe so exceeding-
lyy anxiousbous to heap up millions more than they
aactuallycua y needneeda they see scores of their
nigneighborsbor ccutut down upon their right hand and
upon their left they have the experience be-
fore them to prove that all must go into their
graves without carrying with them the goods
and riches of this world why is it that itIVdoes not take away this feelingieng from them
either morniamorning or night mendlen of this mind
lie awake during lauymany of thehe silent hours of
the night to calculate how they can the easi-
est accumulate riches

wehabehawe have brought these principles and no-
tionstioilgJIS5 wiwithge us we have inherited them from
our fathers they were instilled into us by our
parents and we have to get rid of them as
soon as we can in order that we may be prepar-
ed to receive the true principles in the proper
spirit we ought to be thankful that we are
in a country where we cannot get rich as
easily as we desire to a country where it
takes from morning till night in hard labor to
get the common necessaries of life and that
this will continue until the lord says that our
hearts are prepared and we are cjucstcapablepable of
enjoying the good things of this life

wevve as latter day saints not only have
the promise of earthly riches and temporal
comforts but what is ffarar more joyful to us

I1 and more satisfactory to our minds is that we
I1 look forward to an eternity of richessriches to a
perpetual increase of wealth to be given unto
us if we are faithful before the lord to be
enjoyed upon righteous principles to be en-
joyed will re no covetousness shall mar our
feelings 1toto be participated in by the latter
day saints when they have clean hands pure
hearts when they can use the blessings be
stowed upon them according to the mind and
will of god and in peace where riches will
impart the most perfect happiness to the
saints of the living god

these are the riches we should seek after
glrstgirst thesethebe are the treasures that our hearts
should be set upon the riches that are behind
the vallvail that extend beyond this mortal
sphere the richesricher that are as endurable as
eternity it is these riches that will be able to
endure and stand when all earthly riches shall
vanish away like the dream of a night vision

thirty years ago next january by a revela-
tion that waswab given through the Prophet Josephsoseph
we were told to seek earnestly fertor the riches
of eternity and the lord baidbald it must needs be
that my people shall be tried and proven
that they may be prepared to receive that
which is in store for the faithful seek first
for the riches that arearm in ththe future life seek
first as our savior bade hishla disciples the
kingdom of god and its righteousness and all
things shall be added unto you that are need-
ful and necessary

it will be thirty vearsyears next wednesdayday
since I1 was baptized into this church almost
one third of a century since I1 have had an op-
portunityport unity of understanding the things of the
kingdom ofoc god in bontebonge measure of being
baptizedbaptize1 into that kingdom which shall enea
dare for everleveri nowhowliow bhailhhall I1 look back upon
these thirty years in many respectsti look
bickwithi great joy inhi roinekome re-
spects with exexceedreed g great soisolborrowrow I1 cancn

alseesee where I1 have failed in many things andiza
tthata t if I1 hadbadad lived as faithful as I1 might ballav
done I1 might have done moremoie to thethe norandhonoreandho
glory of gol

I1 might have been a person more humblebumble
and diligent inin obeying counsel more faithful
in the discharge of manyman duties that are re-
quiredaired of a person holding the priesthood
1 might have taken a course that would havahave
been better for myself in many respects bet-
ter for mankind better for my family and for
the cause andarld kingdom of god you can
easily perceive then that reflection upon thee
things gives me a degree of sorrow but af-
ter considering all these matters when I1 reflect
upon the little good that I1 have done anoana upon
the travels and labors that I1 have performedperformid
the success that has attended my efforts and
the few good desires that I1 have hadbad to build
up the kingdom I1 certainly have great joy
I1 feel a satisfaction in my own mind in con-
templatingtemplating my past life I1 feel a joy and sat-
isfactionis that I1 would not part with for all
the luxuries and honorsboners of this present life
these would be nothing in comparison with it
I1 ever expectto look past period
of my history with joy so lanlarI1 ar as the good is
concerned I1 shall have to reflect with plea-
sure that I1 have preached the gospel to toso
many that I1 have so often borne my testimony1 n
to the great work of the last days in wwhichhk
we are engaged I1 shall never regret anyiny of0
the testimonies that I1 have borne in regardreb aratoto
the future events that are comingcorning upon the
earth I1 shall never have to regret exhorting
mankind to believe on the lord jesus christ
repent of their hinslsins to believe in the lawslawe
doctrines and ordinances of the church anaand
kingdom of god and in the holhoi priesthood
refitrestored0redrea to man in this generation have I1
any teasonreason to regret these things nownoa no
and I1 should very much dislike being placed
back thirty years in my history and to have
to live my life over again I1 should be exceed-
ingly fearful that I1 might not live it as well
as I1 navehave done I1 should be afraid of taking 4a
step thathat would prove my overthrow how
long I1 shall live hereafter it matters not I1 de-
sire to live if it is the will of iry Heavenheavenlyli
father and itif it is his will I1 desire to die I1
desiree to be perfectly submissive death has
lost hishi terrors tome I1 feel no fear of painpin
for it is only momentary there is pain in
yielding up this ortalmortalD tabertabernaclenacleacie in inalnamanyi

liylly
cases but what is it it ohlyonly lasts for a rewfew
minutes a ffewevv hours days or weeks and thenthin
all is over

the great object of our existence is to bar
the mind and the spirit right the feelings and
passions under control to have the mortalmorta1

I
min thatthai dwells within led and dictated bliv
the holy spirit if that 1is right the pain anaahaand
subufferingdering of the body is butbilt smallsmail it we have
hope of eternal life I1 do not mean that kindkle
of hope that exists among the christchristianlinign
world at large or that which exists among
the pagans or Mahome dans but I1 mean thatwat
kind of hope that is based upon a surebure founda-
tion a hope that we can really depend upon
a hope that is not built upon a sandy founda-
tion but one that takes hold of the things in
eternity that lays hold of the things of the
most high god a hope founded upon tth s
promisespromises of theibe almighty upon the pairstooddoodhood which is after the order of an endliss
life and obeobedienceglencediance to the laws of heaven alidanj
those of the kingdom of god on the earth i
hohopee that blooms with immortality and eteretelxnatnaFnatnal livesilves

this is what imparts confidence to man and
takes away the fear of death distressa
and terror from the minds of the saints

have I1 this hope I1 have to some degreedegrie
aridand I1 would to god that I1 hadbad it to a greaterarreater
degree promises have been showered upon
my bead blessings have been pronounced
upon me by the priesthood at dilTerentdifferent time s

other blessingsbiesblea sings have been sealed upon meine
through the holy ordinances of the gospel by
the proper authority but I1 contemplate that
these are conditional there is a small degree
of trembling and fear that after all I1 msmay
prove unfaithful and that I1 may not be abbe
to endure unto the end

the great promises of our saviorsaylor to elseishi
aposapesapostlest es have been made upon thisibis condi-
tion it is true there are some promises thatilatliat
god has made upon some subjects without
conditions we might mention the following
in the revelation upon marriage concerning
sealing blessings11 upon ppersonsdersons and sealing
them up to eternal life sealing upon tbthemem
blessings for time and for all eternity at the
time when the maninan and woman pogo foith and
arearc sealed by the Priestpriesthoodhoodbood having autauthori-
ty

borLhorl
t to do this this remains upon them itif
ttheyey are sealed unconditionally at least tbthe
revelation says if such an one trans ressell
habe shall be destroyed in be flesh abaland suliesuilesuu
until the day 010 9 rederedemptionn tion and thonthen
they shall coine forth and ininheritarit all that wass
placed liponlipin belrbeirtheirheir heads lyhy the servantstm of
god on tpthee c wy have not corn

sinaginstganst thee holy ghost or asbeil
innocent blood 1ittaIaltianusnug would seeasequitota be Rsashpaynear
an promise as cancau well be maumag


