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Sunday July 6, we continued our jour-
CORRESPON DENCE ney from Jenin about sunrise and
. traveled through a hilly country with
gmall plains and nafrow valleys Inter-
vening. We also passed through aing
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Sain, which stands on this helght 1,600
feet above the level of the sea, the
view 18 simply grand. It commands
a. completa survey of the little valley
in which Nazareth lies. Over the lower
mountains to the east peeps the green
and partly cultivated Mt. Tabor, to
the south of which are the Nebl Daht
{Little Hermon), the villages Endur,

Nain and Zerin and a great part of the;

plain of Bsdraelon (a8 far as Jenin.)
To the northwest Mt. Carmel projects
into the sea, to the north of which Is
the Bay of Acre, the town {tself being
concealed by Intervenlng hills. To the
north stretches the heautlful wvalley
or plain of EIl-Buttauf, at he south
end of which rises the rulnz of Sefurl-
veh: to the ‘northeast is seen Safad
on an eminence, in the midst of con-
fused ranges of hills,beyond which risea
the majestic Mt. Hermon. To the east
heyond the: Sea of Galilee are the dls-
tant hills of Jolan.

At 2:20 p.m. I left Nazareth on horse-
back, accompanied by an Arab mule-
teer on foot, and commenced my over-
land journey to Jerusalem. We des-
cended the hills on a very rocky and
gteep path to the plains of Esdraelon
below, meeting on our way ever s0
many camels and donkeys laden with
grain in the sheaves from the harvest
flelds on the plaln. Thelr destlnation
was Nazareth. After reaching the
plain we took a southerly direction,
paseing to the richt of and within easy
view of the villages of Naln, where
Jesus ralsed the daughter of Jairus
(Luke 7: 11-16), and Zerin, the anclent
Jezreel. We alse pased to the right
of Little Hermon, caled Nebl Dahl In
Arable tongue. and Gilboa (Yebel Fa-
kur). Directly on our route wete the
villages of EI-Fulch and Mukebelch.
while both on our right and left nu-
merous other villages were seen on the
great plain. We arrived at Jenin,
about twenty miles frem Nazareth, a
little after sundown, and I put up for
the night with Dr. Nasif Kawar, a
Syrian who could talk English. He
treated me kindly, felt greatly interest-
ed, a0 he sald, in our conversation. and
charged me nothing direct for stopping
with him. The servants. however, did
not forget their bakhshish.

The great plain of Esdraelon I8
twenty miles long from east to west
and from eizht to twelve miles wide.
The range of Carmel constitutes its
gouthwesatern and the Bay of Acre {ts
northwestern boundary. The moun-
tainse of Gilboa, Little Hermon and
‘Tabor deflne its eastern; but between
‘theae it sends off arms down to the
valley of the Jordan. This plaln pre-
aents an undulating surface of great
fertiity and beauty, which preserves
an average level of 400 feet above the
#ea. For thousands of years It has
been the highway of travel, and the
battiefleld of many nations. "No field
under heaven,” writes Lyman Cole-
man, in his Historlcal Book and Atlas
of Biblical Geography, "has so often
been fattened by the blood of the slain.'!
¥t has been the chosen place for en-
campment in every contest that has
been carried on in this country from
the days of Deborah and Barak until
the disastrous march of Nampoleon
Banaparte from Egypt to Syria. Egyp-
tians, Persians, Arabs, Jews, Gentlles,
Baracens, Turks, Crusaders. Druses and
French., warriors out of every nation
which is under heaven, have pitched
their tents upon the plains of Es-
draelon, and have beheld their ban-

are the mountalns of Galllee, present-
ing a confused successlon of hills and
mountains, which form a eountry sin-
gularly plcturesque and beautiful but
highly productive. Beyond the moun-
tains of Galilee rise the lofty ridges of
TL.ebanon, whose penks often lift their
heads into the regions of almost per-
petual snow and ice and condetise the
clouds of heaven and send them off
borne on the cold winds of the moun-
tains to refresh the scorched and
thirsty plains which are opened out
before them. The headwaters of the
Jordan spring from the southern hase
of L.ebanon, Which may be termed the
grent condenser, refrigerator and
fertllizer for the tand of Palestlne; and
in this regard sustains the same. posi-
tion to that !and as do the Wasatch
mountains to the valleys of Utah,

The village of Naln lles on the
north slope of Little Hermon, about
six miles in a stralght line southeast
of Nazareth, but considerable farther

by road. It consists of wretched clay
huts. Near it are rock tombas. Be-
tween Nain and Nazareth, but much

nearer the last named town, 13 the so-
ecalled Mount of Precipitation, over
the perpendicular ledge of which the
people of Nazareth were about to
throw Christ on a certain occasion.
Neby Dahi is supposed to be identi-
ecal with the hill Moreh mentioned in
Judges 7:1. It was first called Hermon
by St. Jerome and has since been
known as Little XHermon; its top Is
1,815 feet above sea level. On
southwest slope of Neby Dahi lles the
village of Sulem, which anclently was
a town of the tribe of Issachar. The
form Sulem I8 Jound in the word
hulamite. (8ong of BSolomon 6:13.)

]Here. too, probably stood the house of

:he Shunammite woman, (II Kings
18.)

Zerin Is the ancient Jezreel, a town
of JIssachar. Close by was the scene
of the great battle fought by Baul
agalipst the Philistines. The Iaraelites
were posted around Jezreel (I Sam.
29:1), while the Philistines were en-
camped at Bunem on the opposite
Jebel Dahl. Saul fell here. (II Sam,
1:21.) After Saul's death Jezreel re-
mained for a long time In possession
of his son Izshbosheth (II Sam. 2:89)
Jezreel was afterwards the residence
of King Ahab and Jezebel. On the

vine-clad hlll lay the vinevard of Na-

both, whete Joram, Ahal’s second son,
wag afterwards staln hy Jehu. In the
book of Judith Jezreel i3 called
Esdraelon. Inthe time of the Crusad-
erg it was mentioned as Parvum
Gerinum. The modern town iz situat-
ed on a northwest spur of the Gilboa
mountains, which forms the watershed
between the Mediterranean and the
Jordan basin. The hill on which the
town is eltunted is partly artificial,
and slopes down on almost every side.
There are anclent wine presses on the
east and southeast slopes.

The ilboa mountains, ecalled by
the Arghas Jehel Fakua, reach an eleva-
tion of 1,717 feet above sea level at the
highest point, It runs from solutheast
to noerthwest. The north side toward
the valley of Jezreel i3 precipitous and
stony. On the east lles the Ghor or
Valley of the Jordan. The mountaln
was anclently included In the territory
of Tssachar. Though it at present pre-
sents a bare appearance and is used
as arable and pasture lands, it was
aroba‘bly covered with timber in olden

mes,

:hnve stodd here (2 Kings 7: 13). We
met lots of people traveling, some on
camels, others on horses, donkeys and
i mules, and many on feot. Among the
Iatter were a large number of very
dirty-looking and ragged women car-
rying fuel and other heavy burdens on
their heads. The heat during the mid-
dle of the day was very oppresaive,
and my umbrella, which had served
n8 a parasol, bursted in several places,
thus leaving me exposed to the full
powers of the sun. At 11:30 a. m. we
~arrived at the village of Sebastich, the
ancient Samaria, where I viewed the
rulned church of 8t. John, in which
Moslem attendants pointed out the
tomb of John the Baptist, the tomb
of Obadiah (1 Kings 1%8: 3) and the
tomb of Elisha. and many other ab-
surdities,” all for the purpose of ex-
acting money from pious pligrims. I
alsa walked through the village to the
top of the hill, on the eastern slope of
which, just above the village threshing
fioor, 18 a dozen or more columns with-
out capitals, forming an oblong qua-
drangle. They are supposed to he
remaine of the ancient temple which
Herod the Great is sald to have erect-
ed In honor of Augustus "‘on a large
open space in the middle of the city.”
The top of the Samaria hill {s 1,642 feet
above the level of the sea, which In
Isa, 28: 1, 18 compared to a erown and
l-commands an unohstructed view In-
cluding the Mediterranean on the
west. Bamaria is surrounded by
|ranges of gently sloping hills. Numer-
ous villages are visible, but none of
them have any historical significanee
80 far as it 18 known. On a terrace
on the south glde of the hill rung the
street of columns with which Herod
embellished the town. The columns,
&l1 of which have lost their capitals,
are 16 feet high. ‘The colonnade was
about 20 yarde wide and over 1800
yards In length. It runs around the
hill, but is often interrupted, or la
buried beneath the asoil. The whola
hill,which rises to the hefght of 330 feet
from the surrounding valley.ia terraced
from base to top, and rulns abound
everywhere. The hill stand lsolated
in the valley. .

Samaria was bullt by Omrl,one of the
kings of Iarae] about 9268 years before
Christ and he made it, instead of Tir-
zah, the capital of the kingdom of
Iarael. After that the city became
distinguished In the histroy of that
kKingdom. and of the prophets Eliiah
and Elisha, In connection with the var-
lous famines of the land, the unexpect-
ed plenty of Samarla, and the several
deliverances of the city from the
Syrians, It continued for two hundred
years the seat of idolatry, and the aub-
jeet of prophetic denunclations, until
the enrrying away of the ten tribes in-
to captivity by Shelmaneger. Five
hundred years afterwards it was taken
by John Hyrcanus, and razed to the
ground aceording to words of prophesy
{Mich. 1: 5-6). The prejudice and en-
mity of the Jewn toward the Samari-
tans {n the days of the Savior was
most bitter, even more so than towards
the Gallleans. The Samaritans were
remnants and representatives of the
revolted trihen. They had heen the
most violent antagonists of the Jews
in the re-buflding of the temple In
Jerusalemi. They had erected another
temple on Mount Gerizim. They re-
jected the macred books of the Jews.
{ with the exception of the book of




