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saturday july 4 1866 1I ascended
the hill called jebelaebel sikh standing
back of nazareth northwest from
the top of a tomb known as neby
sain which stands on this height 1600
teetbeet above the level of the sea the
view is simply grand it commands

complete survey of the little valley
in which nazareth lies over the lower
mountains to the east peeps the green
and partly cultivated mt tabor to
thtae south of which are the nebi dahl
fitlelittle hermon the villages endur
NnainS n and zerin and a great part of the
plain of Esdra elon as faxfar as jenin
to the northwest mt carmel projects
into the sea to the north of which is
thehe bay of acre the town itself being
concealedd by intervening hills to tthee
aonorth stretches the beautiful valley
or plain of el at he south
end of which rises the ruins of
yehreh to the northeast tois seen sabad
onOH an eminence in the midst of conecon
fused ranges of hille beyond which risesriserj
efte majestic mt hermon to the east
beyond the sea of galilee are the dis

hills of jolan
at pm I1 left nazareth on horse-

back accompanied by an arab mule
on foot and commenced my over-

landland journey to jerusalem we des
bended the hills on a very rocky and
thepp path to the elalplainsns of Esdraelon
belowow meeting on our way ever so
many camels and donkeys laden with
frainabsan in the sheaves from the harvest

fields on the plain their destination
ves nazareth after reaching the
slain we took a southerly direction

to the right of and within easy
of the villages of nain where

QTjesusius raised the daughter of jairus
zae Tti 111511 15 and zerin the ancient

jezreel we also based to the right
of tattle hermon caled dahldahi in
Aarabic tongue and gilboabilboa aebel faftcr directly on our route were the
villagesWtvItlages of EI fulch and Mukebelch
jehilealle both on our right and left nu-
merous other villages were seen on the
greatrate plain we arrived at jenin
0aboutut twtwentyenty miles from nazarethnazareth a
little after sundown and I1 put up torfor
th night with dr nasif kawar a
syriann who could talk english he
treateded neme kindly felt greatly interest-
ed soBO he said in our conversation and
charged me nothing direct for stopping
withath him the servants however did
not forget their bakhobakhshishhish

the great plain of Esdraelon is
twenty miles long from east to west
awand fram eight to twelve miles wide
the of carmel constitutes its
southwestern and the bay of acre its
northwestern boundary the moun-
tains of bilboagilboa little hermon and
tabor hefledefine its eastern but between
thesbitthetheseobitit sands off armsarma down to the

of the jordan this plain pre-
sents anaa undulating surface of great
fertility and beauty which preserves
an average level of feet above the
weaea for thousands of years it has
been the highway of travel and the
battlefield of many nations no field
under heaven writes lyman cole-
man in his historical book and atlas
at biblical geography has so often
beenben fattened by the blood of the slain
it has been the chosen place for en-
campmentcamp ment lain every contest that has
beon carried on in this country from
thehe days of deborahIeborah andaad barak until
the disastrous march of napoleon
bonaparteBanaparte from egypt to syria egyp-
tians persians arabs jews gentiles
saracenasaracensSaraflaracens turks crusaders cruses and
trench warriors out of every nation
which tola under heaven have pitched
their tents upon the plains of Es
dTdraylondraelon and have beheld their ban

ners wet with the dew of hermon
and tabor in the history of the jews
this plain is frequently referred to
under the names of megideo and
jezreel

north of for thirty miles
are the mountains of galilee present-
ing a confused succession of hills and
momountainsains which form a country sin-
gularly picturesque and beautiful but
highly productive beyond the moun-
tains of galilee riseri sethethe lofty ridges of
lebanon whose peaks often lift their
heads into the regions of almost per-
petual snow and teeice and condense the
clouds of heaven and send them off
borne on the cold winds of the moun-
tains to refresh the scorched and
thirsty plains which are opened out
before them the headwaters of the
jordan spring from the southern base
of lebanon which may be termed the
great condenser refrigerator and
fertilizer for the land of palestine and
in this regard sustains the same post
tion to that land as do the wasatch
mountains to the valleys of utah

the village of nain lies on the
north slope of little hermonhennon about
six miles in a straight line southeast
of nazareth but considerable farther
by road it consists of wretched clay
huts near it are rock tombs be-
tween nainmaln and nazareth but much
nearer the last named town is the so
called mount of precipitation over
the pperpendicular ledge of which the
people of nazareth were about to
throw christ on a certain occasion

neby dahl is supposed to be identi-
cal with the hill joreh mentioned in
judges 71 it was first called hermon
by st jerome and has since been
known as little hermon its top is
1815 feet above sea level on the
southwest slope of neby dahl lies the
village of which anciently was
a town of the tribe of issachar the
form is found in the word
shulamite song of solomon
here too probably stood the house of
the woman 11II kings
48

zerin is the ancient jezreel a town
of issachar close by was the scene
of the great battle fought by saul
against the philistines the israelites
were posted around jezreel 1 I sam

while the philistines were en-
camped at on the opposite
jebelaebel dahldahi saul fell here 11II sam

after saulssaula death jezreel re-
mained for a long time in possession
of his son 11II sam
jezreel was afterwards the residence
of king ahab and jezebel on the
vine clad hill lay the vineyard of na
both where joram ahaas second son
was afterwards slain by jehu in the
book of judith jezreel is called
Esdraelon in the time of the crusad-
ers it was mentioned as
GerlGerinum the modern town is situat-
ed on a northwest spur of the gilboabilboa
mountains which forms the watershed
between the mediterranean and the
jordan basin the hill on which the
town is situated is partly artificial
and slopes dawn on almost every side
there axeare ancient wine presses on the
east and southeast slopes

the gilboabilboa mountains called by
the arearabsbs jebelaebel fadua reach an eleva-
tion of 1717 feet above sea level at the
highest point it runs from southeast
to northwest the north side toward
the valley of jezreel Is precipitous and
stony on the east lies the chor or
valley of the jordan the mountain
was anciently included in the territory
of Tsissacharsachar though it at present pre-
sents a bare appearance and is used
as arable and pasture lands it was
probably covered with timber in olden
times I1

sunday july 65 we continued our lour-
ney

jour-
ney from jenin about ininsunriserise and
traveled through a hilly country with
small plains and narrow valleys inter-
vening we also passed through and
near several villages some of which
are mentioned in bible history A
short distance on our right we passed
the ruins of the ancient dothan gen
37 17 for which reason it is still
called jubb yusuf josephs pit in
the time of elisha a village seems to
have stood here 2 kings 7 13 we
met lots of people traveling some on
camels others on horses donkeys and
mules and many on foot among the
latter were a large number of very
dirty looking and ragged women car-
rying fuel and other heavy burdens on
their heads the heat during the mid-
dle of the day was very oppressive
and my umbrella which had served
as a parasol in several places
thus leaving me exposed to the full
powers of the sun at 1130 a m we
arrived at the village of bastichSe the
ancient samariamarlaSa where I1 viewed the
ruined church of st john in which
moslem attendants pointed out the
tomb of john the baptist the tomb
of obadiah 1 kings 18 3 and the
tomb of ellsha and many other ab-
surditiesties all for the purpose of ex-
acting money from pious pilgrims I1

walked through the village to the
top of the hill on the eastern slope of
which just above the village threshing
floor is a dozen or more columns with-
out capitals forming an oblong qua-
drangle they are supposed to be
remains of the ancient temple which
herod the great is said to have erect-
ed in honor of augustus on a large
open space in the middle of the city
the top of the samaria hill is 1642 feet
above the level of the sea which in
isa 28 1 is compared to a crown and
commands an unobstructed view in-
cluding the mediterranean on the
west samaria is surrounded by
ranges of gently sloping hills numer-
ous villages are visible but none of
them have any historical significance
so far as it Is known on a terrace
on the south side of the hill runs thestreet of columns with which herod
embellished the town the columns
all of which have lost their capitals
axeare 16 feet high the colonnade was
about 20 yards wide and over 1800
yards in length it runs aroundaround the
hill but Is often interrupted 1 or tois
buried beneath the soil the whole
hallwhichhlllhill which rises to the height of feetfrom the surrounding valvallerisvalleleyla terraced
from base to top and ruins abound
everywhere the hill stand isolated
in the valley

samaria was built by Om rione of thekings of israel about years before
christ and he made it instead of tirzah the capital of the kingdom of
israel after that the city became
distinguished in the histron of thatkingdom and of the prophets elijah
and ellshaelisha in connection with the var-
ious faminesfamine of the land the unexpect-
ed plenty of samariaSamarla and the several
deliverances of the city from thesyrians it continued for two hundredyears the seat of idolatry and the sub-
ject of prophetic denunciations until
the carrying away of the ten tribes in-
to captivity by Shelma fivehundred years afterwards it was takenby john hercanusHyrc anus and razed to theground according to words of prophesy
mich 1 565 6 the prejudiceJudice and en-

mity of the jews toward the samaritans in the days of the savior was
most bitter even more so than towards
the Gallleans the samaritanssamaritanaSamar itans were
remnants and representatives of the
revolted tribes they had been the
most violent antagonists of the jews
in the rebuildingbuildingre of the temple in
jerusalem they had erected another
temple on mount they re-
jected the sacred books of the jews
with the exception of the book of


