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with an escort of boats furnished with' servative party in the house of com-
{ mons, gives the government credlt for
The government ls planning to test acting with such vigor and he asserts

fce plows.

thls project, being greatly encouraged
by the success 0f the Danisgh -ice break-
era in Xeeplng Viadivostock harbor
epen this winter.

New York, Jan. 20.—The North Ger-
man Lloyd steamer Aller, which ar-
rived today, brought the captain and
twenty-four of the crew of the Brit-
1ah tramp steamer Dagn, of .ander-
land; who were taken off that vessel
at sea, while she was In a sinking con-
dition. The Dagn left Lelth Dec, 31st
for Baltimore in ballast. On January b
the steam pipe burst and the machin-
ery became disableds The steamer fell
off In the trough of the sea and rolled
in the heavy seas.
the unfortunate craft laid in this con-
ditlon. The bunker bulkheads were
burst in by the terrific pitching and
tossing of the vessel; the coal fell
through [nto

the engine room &and.

i Iake rallway is being constructed.

that the opening of the all-Canadlan
route 18 the proper course to pursue.
He does not anticipate any trouble
with the Unilted States In trensferring
cargoes from the ocean boats to river
boats' at Wrangel, while the Teslin
If,
however, such should happen, Canada
has Fort Simpson to fall batk on,
which wlll be equally serviceable,

Messrs. McKenzle and Mann have

|the capital and resources and energy to

For twelye days,

¢hoked the pumps and safe alley, the)

vegael became leaky and the water was
moon level with the engine room floor.
January 21 the Aller hove in sight and
soon bore down to the sinking vessel.
The Aller lnunched one of her large
life-beats In which three trips were
made to the sinking craft and the
whole crew was taken off, the Dagn
being abandoned to her fate. .

Toronto, Ont., Jan, 29.—Nothing could
erente A much livelier interest than has
been aroused all over Canada by the
announcement of the contract between
the Dominlon government and Messrs,
McKenzie and Mann for the construe-
tion of a rallway between the Stickeen
river and Teslin lake in the Yukon
epuntry. Every one 18 talking of |t
and the newspapers, government and
oppositlon allke, concede the deal to be
a master stroke on the part of the gov-
ernment.

The Toronto Globe (government) pre-
faces a strong leader with the follow-
lu'g"l‘he extent of the revolution which
wlll be effected in the problem of trans-
portation to the Yukon gold country Is
best understood when it is stated that
the journey between Vietoria and Van-
couver and Dawson, which is now n
matter of monthe and attended with
appaling difficulties and. hardshlps
will, during the season of navigation
and after the projected rallway has
been completed, be reduced to about
seven daya while the dangera and pri-
vations will be little more than those
which any traveler undergoes In n
trafin or steamhoat.”

The Toronto World (opposition) in an
equally strong article says:

"The deal not only calls for the con-
struction of this railway altogether In
Canadian territory, but it prohibits the
construction of any rival llne. This
through rall and water route is not on-
?y a pure Canadian enterprise, but ita
duplication by the United Statea i8 an
imponsibility. Herein have we despoiled
the’ Americans of their power to harass
uf in the Klondike trade. Al traffie,
whether pasgenger or freigzht. I8 bound
1o gravitate to the line of leadt resiat-
ance, and will certainly be Ildentleal
with the Yukon railway. The only
possible rival the all-Canadian route
may have !s that via 8t. Michaels and
the Yukon river, but this Involves an
ocean nnd river voyage of 4.700 miles.-

“One would na soon travel from New
York to Chicago by the canal and lake
route as to go to Dawson by the Yuken
rlver. Thia then I8 the flrst great fen-
ture of the all-Canadian route. It win
eommand the traffie. It will have no
rival and in additlon to Its unique ‘ad-
vantages in thin respect, the all-Cann-
dian route will be handieapped by no

tariff exactlons or customs house re-

mtrictions. This deal settles the whole
Yukon transportation problem.”

An Ottawa dispateh says Bir Charles
Tupper, the veteran leader of the con-

carry out what Iz acknowledged by all

competent authorities to be a most!
costly and hazardous undertaking.
They are probahly the only men In

Canada who could put the rond through
by Sept. I next, the time speclified. Ex-
traordinary measures will be taken by
the contractors to insure the construe-
tlon of the Yukon railway by that
date.

Mr. Mann left Montreal this morning
for the scene of operatlon. All
vesterday the transcontlnenta)l wlirea
were kept hot hurrying men and sup-
plies to the front. A small army of
laborers and wagon teams that have
been working on the Crows Nest rall-
way are salready working toward
Yukon. Thomas White, civil engineer
of Bt. Thomas, Ont., has been engagea
as chlef engineer of construction. In
gix weeks accordlng to the terms of
the contraet, a mlelgh toad hanm to be
completed from Wrangel to Teslin lake,
nearly 200 miles, and it [3 expected
thousands of men will take asdvantage
of this to o as far a8 Tealin lake this
winter. Durine the summer as the
rallway pushes Inwrrd travelers can go
to the end of the line and then go by
roadr to the Inke.

Constructors MecKenzle and Mann
are to have a monopoly of all rallwAy
connection for five veara from the Pa-
cifie conpt to the Yukon eountry.

Clneinnati, 0., Jan. 29.—Christlan
Klein,who was found mortally wounded
Thursday night on the street. half a
aquare from his mil, died today. The
myatery eoncerning the manner of hia
death has not yet been satisfactorily
solved, although there I8 a strong be-
lief that the dying man's repeated
statement that he was kitled by rob-
bera 1a n true one. It fa comhatted by
statements of witnesges that they heard
the shots. saw Klein fall, but saw no
one near him.

New York. Jan. 31.—The Red Cross
Line Steamshlp Portin arrived today,
four days overdue, from B8t. Johns, N,
F., and Halifax, after a desperate en-
counter with nack ice off New Found-
land const, and with a harrowing tale
of bllzzards and deatitution In the
conat mection of that country.

Hundreds of men, women and, chll-
dren are dead br dving from exposure
and starvatlon, with nbundance close
by, and hundreds more threatened with
the same fate, are conditions reportdd
by the Portin.

The Portla was penned In In huge
Arctic floes In plain mlght of 8t, Johns,
unable to move. BRhe managed to es-
cape by the merest arcldent. Many
other craft, Brversl of them rellef ves-
aela, sent by the Cansdian sovernment
to succor destitute fishermen, had to
abandon thelr errands of merey and re-
turn to 8t. Johna. where they were stil]
in the [ce when the Portia atruggled in
to clear water.

Close to where the Portia lay, the hig
atenmshipVirginia was lorked tight. Bhe
had been sent north by the Canadian
government with food for the starving

- fishermen, but a short distance up the

const she found the route securely
blocked and was forcedd to return to
port to prevent being ifce-bound all
winter, Before her departure news had
reached Bt. Johns that unlesa psslst-

. ance was promptly dispatched the un-

the |

fortunate inhabitante would be beyong.
relief,

Among the detained fieet at St, Johna-
were a dozen or .more salling veusels
loaded with cod. fish: for Ehgland ang
Brazil. o

The City of St. Johns was In“a ar.
rible condition on account of the blj,_

zard. The atreeta were rendered im-
passable, the rafiroads Buspended
work and the poor were SufTerjng

through hunger and cold, Prices ot”
food had' advanced untll they were be-
yond the reach of the poor,

When the Portia was working her
way out to sea, she was closely gy
lowed by the bark Flora, and theae
two vesscls were the only ones thye
sycceeded in leaving 8t. Johns.

Several mlles off shore the Portig
passed the steamer Grandland fausg in
the ice and in a perilous condition,

The ateamer Virginia was releaseq
from her perilous posltion after the ge.
parture of the Portia from St. Johnga
and the position of the rest of the qig.
tressed fleet has been reported by teje.

day| graph to be relieved.

Burlington, Ia., Jan. 3l.—Abel &
er hasa confessed the mupder of
Fannife Rathburn and her daughter
Mary. The contession was made tc;
Chief of ‘Police Greiner and the county
attorney. Btormer =sa¥Y8 he com-
mitted the deed Sunday night, January
25. He killed the mother in the celln,
Then he enticed the little girl inta tha
bedroomn above, and after a struggle (o
outrage her, cut her throat. Stormer
was taken to the morgue, although he
begged not to see the bodlea of his
vigtima. He turned sickly pale ang
trembled violently when he gazed upop
his victims.

The mayor announces that he will
Issue a proclamatlon t¢gnight that the
county jall, where Stormer 18 confineg.
will be guarded by armed men, whe
will resist with bullets any attempt g
lynehing.

A rumor Is abroad that a mob ig col-
lecting in Green Bay bottoms to lynel
Stormer.

Havana. Jan. 31.—About midnight a
man named Luis Coro Lazo, whgy
recently returned te Cuba from the
African prisons, expieded a bomb gt
the private residence of the mayor of
Havana, 8enor Miguel Diaz. The nojye
of the explosion was heard throughout
Havana. ajthough the scene of the ex-
ploslon wng at Jesus del Monto. The
door was broken and n large hole mgde
in the house. The Dinz family apg
those inhabiting nelghborinE housens
were panie-stricken. Laze drove o
Jesus det Monte from Havann in a eah
He wnas captured’ while attempting to
edcape. Senor Diaz says he does pot
know Laze and believes he has political
acecomplices.

Vancouver,B.C.,Jan. 31.—The steamer
Warimoo, just arrived from Ausatralia,
brings news that the most appaling
climati¢ conditlons have been preyg|j.

torm-,
Mrs.

fng §n many sections of Australla,
The prostrations from heat were gq
numergus 1hat the condition of affajr

in large citles was alarming. ‘In g
great many Instances work {8 out of
the qguestion, and sleep Impoasible,
while in the evening the inhabitants
gather on the atreets and sit on curb
stones drinking In the comparatively
coal night alr. Telegrams show that
the same conditions prevall all over the
colonlen.

The thermometer during the heat of
the day averages about 124 In the
shade, and in a long list of towns the
lowest figure found was 110. In the sun
it 1s 180. so that it is impossible to
work at midday,

The heat has caused numerous fires
from spontaneuwos combustion and the
houses are so haked during the day
that In the worat sections the residents
sleep In ~ardens and on roofs. The
damage from brush fires ia very great.
News comes, from all partz of Austral-
asia 6f desatructien by flames.



