tions of the country. It is amazing
that in this day of enlightenment
those who profess to be political reform-
ers, such as the agriculturists, should
pattern after the medieval societies
of pulitical plotters in their methods.
Freedom of discussion is the glory of
republicanism.>*?

Can any sane rman, for a moment
think, that this Republic and its insti-
tutions can be preserved and perpetu-
ated by having its people divide -up
into races, nations and BStates? Can
any sape man predict the preservation
of sogciety by organizing secret
orders, the members of which must
have certaln prescribed qualifications?
No. If this Republic iz to be pre-
gerved, it must be hy an organization
which admita to brotherhood, peopie of
every race and elime, and which ab-
golutely and categovically sets foot on
race and on gectional secret societies.
In 3 community where Celtic and
Baxon, Teuton and Sclav, Bemitic and
Caucasian are at war, what harmony
can exist, what accomplishments for
good can beeffected? None. Within
this broad domain we are all Ameri-
cans; then why strive to perpetuate
the feuds and factions which have
ecouvulsed BEurope for centuries. If we
cannot meet face to face as Americans,
fr* goodness sake let us not meet like
the savage clans of prehistoric Europe,
or like the fallen ahorigiaal tribes of
this continent.

CULPABLE OFFICIAL NEGLIGENCE.

Ox THE 14th inat. one of those fear-
ful holocausts which from time to time
surprise the world ocourred seven
miles from Nashville, Tenn. This was
the burning of the Central Insane
Asylum, an institution which had 400
Inmates, )

A fter the fire, half a dozen charred
bodies were found in the debris. The
report states that it was pitiful to see
the inmates huddled in outhouses,
chattering and wailing, and uttering
all kinds of expressionsof grief, terror
and alarm. It issaid that twenty-five
of the lunatics made goad their escape
from the place.

The lamentable feature about this fire
is,- that when the Nashville fire de
partment was telephoned for, the chief
was absent, and the members would
not move without their chief. Ii was
two hours before that officer was found.
He proceeded then to the fire, with
two engines.

- Here is 4\ clear case of official negli-
gence, and there is every reason why
that chief shouid be arraigned for
murder. Itis a strange kind of dis-
cipline too, that when a chief is ab-
gent, has no provision for anybody fo
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take his place; and in a fire depart-
ment above all, where an emergency
is likely to arise at any moment.

This is 8 matter that should be grave-
Iy considered by the authorities of all
towns and cities where a fire depart-
ment is maintained at the public ex-
pense.

THE NEW ORLEANS TRAGEDY.

NEw ORLEANS, March 14.— New
Orleans rtruck the Mafia a death blow
today. It rosein its might almost at
midiay and wrecked horrihle venge-
ance upon the Bicilian assassine who
relentlessly slew David C. Hennessy,
and there are eleven men dead tonight
who were happy yesterday over their
victory in the greatest criminal trial
the city has ever witnessed. The chief
of police was slain on Qctober 15th,
and that very night evidence began to
accumulate, showing that his death
had been deliberatly plotted by a secret
tribunal and carrfed ont boldly ard
succesafully by tuols of the conspirators.
The trial lasted twenty-five days and
fail to con vict.

Liast night a body of lawyers, doc-
tors, merchants and political dealers
quietly met and decided that some ac-
tion must be taken, and the people’s
justice, swift and sure, visited upon
those whom the jury had neglected to
punish. This morning a call for A mass
meeting at Clay Bquare om Canal
Street appeared Yo the papers, which
editorially deprecated violemce. A gig-
nifieant closing sentznee of the call
was: ““Come prepared for antion.”’

The call was answered by the popu-
Jace. At ten o’clock there was a crowd
of several thousand penple congregated
around the statue. 'They hardly knew
what was goiug to happen, but they
seemed ready to go at any length, and
while therel were, of course, manny of
the lower element in the throng, a
large pruportion were leading peaple
of the town. There were three ad-
dresses, short and pithy, and business
like, and the assembiage wassoon keyed
up to the highest pitch, deinonstrative
in its denunciation of the assassins.

After denouncing Detective (*Mal-
ley, who is alleged to have tampered
with the Jury, the speakers announced
that they would lead to the parish
prison, Mr. Wickliffe concluded with
these words: “Shall the exeocrable
Mafia be allowed to flourish in this
city? Shall the Mafia be allowed to
cut down our gitizens on the publie
streets hy the foul means of assasaina-
tion? Shall the Mafia be allowed to
bribe the jurors and let the™murderers
go scot free?®

By this time theferowd had swelled
to 3000 or more and before anyone
could realize what had happened the
great throng, gaining recruits at every
step, was tramping down the streets to
the mneighborhood of the prigon, stop-
ping ouly once and that was at the arse-
ual, where double-barreled shotguns,
Winchester rifies and pistols were
handed out to the responsible and re-
spectable ritizens of the party.

"The starting of the crowd had
an electric effect on the people.
Soon the streets were alive with people,
running from al! direetions and joining
the main body, which moved down
the rampart to the jail, near Congo

BSquare. Doors and windows were
thrown open, women and ohildren
crowded on the galleries to encourage

{ those who were.taking part and to wit-

uess the scenes.

When the main crowd from (anal
reached the prison, there had already
collected a dense throng, ail esger to
take a hand in whatever might happen.
When the vangu,rd of armed citizens
reached the prison, that grim old build-
ing was surrounded on all sives.

Sheritf Viller, armea his deputies
and then started on a hunt for Mayor
Shakespeare. The Italiam consul
and Attorney-General Rogers joined
in the pursuit, but his honor does
not reach his office until nvon and

he was not to be found at any
of his regular haunts. The gov-
ernor had not heard of the up-

rising and had wmot sufficient time
to act and the police force was too
small to offer much resistance to the
army of avengers, Superintendent
(aster had ordered an extra detail of
officers to be sent to the jail and the
small erowd kept the sidewalks around
the old building clear until the great
multitude, swelling all the time
like a mighty roaring stream,
surged around the door and crowded
the little bands of bluecoatsaway. Cap-
tain Liem Davis wason guard at the
main entrance with a scant force of
deputies. They were swept away like
chaff before the wind and in san In-
stant the little ante-rcom leading info
the prisvn was jammed with eager, ex-
cited men. Meanwhile the prisoners
were stricken with terror, for they
could hear distinetly the shouts ot the
prople without, madly demapding their
blood.

Captain Davis r fused the request

to open the prison, and tbe
crow began the work of bat-
tering in the doors. Neighboriug

houses readily supplied axes and bat-
tering rams, and willing hands went
to work to force an opening. This did
not prove a difficult task to the trem-
bling, but determined throng. Boon
the door gave way, and in an instant

the armed citizeas were pour-
fng through the small opening,
while a mighty shout went up

from 10,000 throats in glad acclaim.
There was resistance for the. intruders,
however, but it, too, was soon yver-
come with a huge Lillet of wood which
the men carried. Then the turnkey
was overpowered, and the keys taken
from him.

By that time the excitement was
intense; none the less so when a patro]
wauon drove up with a detachment of
policemen, who were driven away un-
der afire of mud and stones. When
the leaders inside the prison got pos-
pession of the keys the inside gate was
promptly unlocked, and the deputiesin
the lobby rapidly got out of harm’s
way. The avengers pressed into the
yard of the white prisoners. The door
ofthe first cell was opened and a group
of trembling. prironers stood Inside.
They were not the men who were
wanted, and the crowd very quickly,
thongh with remarkable coolness, burst
into the yard. Peering through the
bars of the condemned cell wasa ter-
ror-stricken face, which some vne mis-
took for Beaffedi’s.

A volley was fired at the man, and
he dropped, bui none of the shots

-struck him, and it was subsequently



