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cating the most dreadful measures.
Why I heard here a few
days ago from one of our refurned
missionaries that the sermon of a
notorious preacher in the East, de-
livered some time since, In which
he advocated the wiping out of the
Latter-day BSaints by the use of
arms and cannon and weapons of
war—I was told that the sermon
when it reached Kngland was re-
printed and distributed gratuiously
at the doors of the churches. People
rejoiced over it, thought it an excel-
lent scheme, and yet you tell those
people they are mot Christian and
they would be shocked, feel insulted
and think themselves terribly abus-
ed by such a statement, and at the
same time were rejoicing over the
prospect of the Latter-day Saints
being killed and the system being
broken u E by violence.

How shall we feel respec:ing these
matters? 1 have said tbat the peo-
ple, so far as my observation hasex-
tended throughout this Territory,
were rejoicing and feeling contented.
How shall we feel? Shall we be
dizturbed? The man or woman who
entered into this Church who was
old enough to under:ctand these|
mattiers, and expected anything dif-
ferent’ to this, was not properly in-
formed. When I became old
enough to underzstand the charaecter
of this work I made up my mind |
that it might cost me everything
before I got through. I did pot
know what migat be involved in i
what consequences; but I knew that
others who had started out for sal-
vation had been slain, and that
Saints of God in every age have had |
to lay down their lives for the truth |
and that my Lord and Master,
Jesus Corist bad been crucified, and
if I axgeotod to live and reign with |
Him that I must aleo be prepared to
endure all things. The salvation
that God bas mised unto usis
worthy of -all this, or it is worth
nothing., If we cannof sacrifice
everything there Is cpon the face of
the earth that men holi dear to
them, then we ale unworthy of
that great salvation that God has
promised unto the : faithful.
The man that ec¢annot bring
every appetile into sabjection
to the mind avd will of QGed,
that cannot forego everything of
this kind, snd that is not wiliing to
sacrifice houses and landsand father
and mother, wives and ehildren and
everything that men hold dear to
them, i8 uaworthy that great sal-
vation that God has in atore for His
faithful ehildren. When I hear
people say that they are Latter-day
Haints and will drink with the
drunken; when 1 hear men talk
about being Latter-day Saints who
will not conquer their appetites, and
will not bring trem io subjection to
the mind and will of Gody 1 think
very little of their professicns. If
we value this salvation as weshould,
there is nothing that will stand be
iween us and it, We may love our
wives 83 we love our own lives;, we
may love our children as we do our-
relves; we may be willinz to step
between deatnh and our wives and
children and say, “If any be killed,
let us be killed, if there ia to be any
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or to grieve His Holy Spirits. But
as for man! What i# man? What
is there pbout man that we snould
foar him? We have seen men in
tbe plentitude of their power array
themselves against the work of God
and they have AWAY oOne
after another; t.ut the work of Gud
lives and will live. Opposers may
fight it, ;ave against it; organizs-
tions may be formed for the pur

of crushing it, but they will 8
away just as sure as God has spoken
and as we live. This work that
God has established will roll forth.
The power connected with it cannot
be crushed. Men aposiat ze,
as many have done, but it will not
affect the work, U(he three wit-
ness of this Book of Mormoa, from
which I have read—Oliver Cowdery,
David Whitmer and Martin Harris
—two of them are now dead—testi-
fied all their days that an holy =sn-
gel came and showed them the

plates from which this book was
translated—even they fell away.

They disagreed with the  Prophet
Joseph and fell away from the

Chureh, one of them at least,because

of unchastity, the causs most fruit-

ful above all otbers of apostasy,

When a man indulges in unchaste

desires or practices he cannot stand

in this Churchy he will apostatize

sooner or Jater unless he repents.

One of the wilnesses—Oliver Cow-

dery—upoo whose. heal, with that

of Jeseph Smith, the hands of John

f; {the Baptist were Ilaid, upon whose

head, in compsiny with Joseph
Smith, the hands of Pester, James
and John were laid, even he fell
away from this Church, and yet
he .. ever denied his testimony of the
truth of this work, nor did Martin
Harris. David Witmer, the on!
surviving witness, is in the same
condition. He, too, fell a+ay 'rom
the Chureh during Joseph’s lifetime,
and becsme Josepl’s enemy; but he
never denied the truth of L 8 testl-:
connected with the Book of
Mormon, and still bears testimony
to it to-day. These men, it might
have been supposed, would have
shaken the Church, Oliver Cowder
had the idea, notwithstanding the
revelations he had received, that
when hefellaway the Church would
receive & great shock, There were
twelve men chosen a8 Apostles from
the midst of the people, and of these
twelve gix fell away 1rom the Charch
avd renged themselves against the
Prophet of God. They were deter-
mined to destroy the work if they
could. This reminds one of the para-
ble of the ten virgins. ‘lhere were
five wise and five foolish; one half
of them were unprepared to go out
and meet the bridegroom. 5o with
the Apostles; half of them fell away.
But did the Chureh stop? no; and if
all the Apostles had apostatized it
would not bhave arrested the onward
progress of this work, for God has
spoken concerning it, and His word
will be fulfilled. And shall we fear
man? Shall we fear earthly organi-
zatione? Shall we fear thieats? =hall
vur Enees tremble and our hands
and our hearts falter because men
array themselves against the work
of God? If we do, then we mistake
entirely its character. No such feel-

hardship, let us endure itj’’ we may
have this feeling, but at the same
time we must love the Gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ, and the cause
that He established, better than we
do our wives and our children, bet-
ter than we do our own lives. There
is nothing upon the face of the earth
that we should love as we do the
Gospel. God requires this of us.
Therefore, if we are Latter-day
Sants, what difference does it make
what i3 brought against us? Bup-
pose armies should be IJaunched

ing enters Jint¢ the heart of any
faithful man or women connected
with this Church,

Now, my brethren and sisters,
the Lord has made great promises
unto us. I have read youn one from
this Book of Mormon. This land is
a blessed land unto all the inhabi-
tants of the earth who will act
righteocusly, but is and will Le curs-
ed to those who will not, There is
acurse and a bles:ing upon the
Jand. No nation can prosper in
this land that works unrighteous-

agains} us; suppose ine measares
ur by some fo called divines,
should be earried ont; will 1t make
any Jifference in regard to us and
our future? Shall we be disturbed
because of these threats being ful-
minated against us? * Not in the
Jeast; for the reason that Gud is our
Father, He siands at the head, and
not one hair of our heaids shall fall
to the ground without His notice.
Nothing e¢an occur that He
do+s not take cognizance of. He
watehes over us as well a8 the rest
of the human family, and He will
overrile everything for our good.
We should, therefore, be the hap-
plest people—as I fully believe we
are—on the face of the earth. We
raay be persecuted, maligoed
and threatened, it ought not to
make the leasi eifference tousin
regard to our enjoyment, Our trust
should be in something higher than
man. There is one Being whom
we call our Father, and that Is God,
whom we should fear; we should

iiold Him in reverencve and be #o
would bpaver
offend Him

afraid that
de anything

we
to

ness, and it is a painful thing to =ay
that our own nation, unless it re- |
pents, will meel with disasters|
sooner or Jater. It pains us to say
this, but it is truej; God has said it.
It wiil be trve about us. This land
ean only be blessed to us if we work
rizhteously. - Let us turn round and
oppre:s the weak and do wrong,and
God will curee the land to us. There
~1ll be trouble in the land among
the inhabitanrs of the earth as long
as they work wickedness, just as
sure as (-od has spoken. ‘There has
been no nation prospered as our na
tion has, No govzrnment was ever
framed by man that is o strong and
s0 good and well adapted to the hap-
piness of human beings as our gov-
ernment i3, There never was a
better instrument framed for the
happiness ¢f man than the Constiiu-
tion of the United States., The men
who framed it were inspired of God.
The men who fought the batties of
the Revolution were the same.
Washingtonwas inspired of Godj he

was gpustaines by the almighty arm
of God; and fthe defeats that the
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' has also said that there shall be no

¥ | tended the land thus far Is due to

y| But this is all changed today.

‘these of middle age, were all passed

mother counfry received were in ac-

cordance with the plan of God.
This lJand was kept for this purpose,
For centuries it was hidden from all
the nations of the earth. It was not
until the 15th century that God in-
spired Columbus to go forth and
seek a parrage across the Atlantie
and Jand *upon some of the islands
adjacent to this continent. His
track was followed by others, All
this was in the mind of God. We
have it all plainlv stated to us in
this book (the Book of Mormon),
and the reasons for it, the best pos-
fible reasons that could be given.
It is eaid that the Norwegians had
visited this country and that the
stone tower at Newport is evidence
of it. The Scandinavian antiquari-
ans claim that it was thus discover-
ed; batif go, it was not peopled. It
remained hidden until the 15th cen-
tury, and there was good reason for
it. This lJand would have beén over-
run by other nations had it been
discovered earlier, and there would
have b:en no place for that which
we now behold. Bat God preserved
it; and He has said in the Book of
Mormon that so long as the inhab.
itants of this land serve the God of
the land, who is Jesus Christ; they
shall prosper and no nation =hall
have power over them. The Lord

kings upon this land., The attempt
of Maximillian is an evidence of the
truth of it. Backed as he was by
the power of France and Austria,
particularly by Franee, he was kill-
¢d for his attempt; for the Lord has
said there shall be no kings upon
this land, and that it ¢hall bea land
of liberty unto the inhabitant+ there-
of as long as they serve the T.ord.
And the prosperity that has at

this bles:ing. Those who contend-
ed for libeity in early days were men
who desired to serve the Lord. They
may have been mistaken in man
things, but they were zealous in this
snd devoted to it, and many of
them were willing that everv hu.
man being should have the rights
that they contended for themecelves,

y | and free government under it, will

| but it is not sraying sny more than

climate will be ameliorated; the soil
will be fertilized; fruits will grow as
they have done in this valley.
When we flrst came here I re-
member the thoughts of many.
i They did not believe that we could
rsise any fruit here, and the man
who first set out h stones was
laughed at because of the idea he
entertained that they would grow,
Very few believed they would grow.
And to-day where can you find a
better land for fruit than this? I
suppose when we came many
thought if we could ralse bread
enough it would be as much as we |
could do, there being frost every
month of the vear. But now it is s0
charming & place that many covet

!
land shall be blessed to them. The
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go to the war, our loyally to the
Union could not be questioned, for
we responded to every call that was
made upon us. Though we deplored
the war andidid all we could by our
preaching, counsels and warnings
to avert it, we were true to our ob-
ligations; and yet at the same time
~—though we have men among us
who took part in the war—as a peo-
ple our hands are clean from the
blood of our feliow men., Our
Church has not been divided into a
chureh nporth and a church south,
[t iz & church that belongs to the
whole people of the north and of the
south, and there are mno eec-
tional heart - burnings in our
midet. God in His providence
bad made this a place of refuge from

it. When they got up that raid
against us A few years ago, I was
credibly informed that there were|
certain men here who actually went
round and selected the places they
would oecupy! They Indicted|
Brigham Young, Daniel H. Wells
and others for slleged crimes, and
the hope was that we would scare
awav from here and then places
could be had for the chosing.

But we ecame here to gtay, here
we expect to stay, and here we shall
stay as long as we do right. And
we fhall not only stay here, but we
shall spread abroad,and the day will
come—and this is another predic-
tion of Joscph Smith’; I want to
remind you of it, my brethren and
sisters, when good government,
constitutional goveenment—liberty
—will be foond among the Latter.
day Saints, and it will be sought for
in vain e'sewhere; when the Con-
stitution of this land and republican
government and institutions will be
nphe'!d by this people who are now
80 oppressed snd whose destruction
is now sought so diligently. The day
wi'l come when the Constitution,

be rustained and preserved by this
people. This iz saying a great deal,

said concerning the growth of this
work, and that which is already ac-

There is a great change. = You and
I cannot worship Gnd as we desire,
without being in danger. Wae are
told that il is because we are polyga-
mists. Why, theearliest privations
which we had to contend with, the
scenes which are seared in the
memoriea of these aged people, and

through by us when polygamy was
not - known. When we chose
to worship God and =said He
was - a God of revelation
fo.day the same as He was 1800
years ago. There were men then,
and there -are men fo-day, who
would destroy us because we ex-
ercise that belief. Hence, I say,
prosperity cannot attend a people
who ' will trample upon liberty in
that manner, and the ty that
errays itself agalnst the work of
‘God cannot prosper.

When men have power and do
right they will be sustained; but
when they de wrong they go against |
the eternal principles of justice and
against God. There are many
thousands of men who know that
Utah has not been fairly treated,
but they havenot the rourage to say
£0, because with many who hold
office it might cost them position.
Visitors come heie and are im-
pressed with what they sgee, but
many of them yield to the force of
publie opinion and gay what they do
not believe in their hearts, Thus it
is Lthat the tide of ecalumny has
twelled and there is no one to throw
osbstacles in its way; we have en-
dured its full force as it has rolled
upon ve, and must still stand up
and endure it. Although 1t is so
painful, it is not without profit; it
teaches us many valuable lessons.
I hope it will have a good effect upon
us. 1 suppose it is to chasten us
and to keep us humble, and®if it will
teach wus to be liberal and not to
oppress others, I rshall ba guld:
liberly for every man in the land
and every womran-—liberty to the
fullest possible extent for all, as long
as they do not trespass upon the
rights of other fellows. If a man
wishes to worship an idol or
an animal, a bull, a calf, a
dog, or a serpent or anything else—
liberty do do =0 as Jong as his wor-
ship does not interfero with the
rightsof his fellows, If he wihes
to worship the God of Heaven, all
right, he shouldf not be interfered
with. God has bleseed the land in
the words that 1 have read in vour
hearing, and if we were driven out
of it, in five years i{.would return to
its oricinal desolation. This land of
desolation God has changed intoa
fruitfnl field, because of the bles=ing

compliched, Ihave just turned to
the revelation wupon this subjeet,
which says:

And it shall come to pass, among the wiok-
ed, that every man that will ‘not 1ake his
sword aga'nst his nelghbor, must needa flee
unto Zion for safety. And there ghall be

thered unto it out of every nation under
saven: and it shall he the only people that
ghall not be at war one with another.

This revelation was civen on the
7th of March, 1831. We have al-
ready teheld and are now beho'ding
its fulfilment: the righteous are be-
ing gathered and they are coming
with songs of everlasting joy: and
this was given before there wasa
gathering place, and only eleven
months after the Church was organ-
ized. And it is a remarkable
fact that to-day—1 do not eay it out
of any improper feeling—our hands
as a people, by a singular providence,
are free ‘rom the blood cof our fellow
men. We were driven out of this
jJand. Our enemies were nof content
to Jet us remain in the states, on the
land that we had purehaced, they
would mnot permit us to oceupy the
homes we had built, tut compelied
ps to leave,and we came to the
Rocky Mountains. And when the
civil war broke out I'resident Lin-
coln sent a deputation to Governor
Young,asking him if he could send
troops to guard the continentalhigh-
way and preserve it from the attacks
of Indians, He responded by rend-
ing ont companies of cavalry. They
spent the time in guarding the mail
route against the Indians, avd thus,
as I have said, our hands to-day ae
a peop'e, are free from the bicod of
our fellow citizens by this singular
providence, through the ac's of our
enemies. Had we remained in the
state of Illinois, or in Missouri, we
should have been compelled—unless
we bhad chosen to occupy a very an-
omalous position—to have taken
gides in this fraticldal war, a War
which Joseph Bmith predteteq, in
the year 1832, would take place. fhe
revelation was printed in 1850—
though known to the church long
before—stating that the war should
commeneca between the north and
gouth at South Carolina. 1 suppose
there is not a boy who hss been

did not know of the revelation years

brought up in this community who |8

the north and from thesouth, They
can come here without heart-burn-
ings and without prejudice; no ctvil
broils, no disunion; they have noth-
ing to remember or forget connected
with us, It is a church that is
adapted to all. The black man is
welcome, and he iz entitled to the
rites of the Gospel, though the Lord
has shown that to his race the
Priesthood is forbidden, The red
man, and the yellow man and every
man of every race and of every Kin-
dred and of every tongue, has a
right in this Church and will be re-
ceived Into it and have place in it
just as sure as God has spoken,
And we shall be preserved from fu-
ture broils and disunion when they
break out; we shall stand in places
where we can maintain our Jloyalty
and our truthfulness and our honor,
and at the eame time not interfere

| with the rights of any human being.

¥

&I have talked Jong:: than T in-
tendedto. It is probably the last
opportunity I bave of addressing
you for some little time. I expect
to leave for Wasbington belore
another Sunday comes. 1 de-~
sire earnestly in'my heart that I
msy have your faith and prayers.
I bave felt greatly strengthened
by the knowledge that I have had
your faith, your confidence, and
your prayers,
ing I shall still bave these, for they
are more valuable fto me tnan any-
thing else. I should go weak indeed
if I didinot have the faith snd prayers
and confidence of my brethren and
sfaters, 1 do not believe there iy
another representative in the world,
it may be sald—and certainly rof in
in our nation—who has more cause
for thanksgiving in this respect
thaon I have. I konuw I am backed
and sustained by my entire con-
stituency; 1 know I bave their love
and affecticn; I know their hearts
go with me, and their- feelings and
affections :re always towards me;
I know in almost every househod
prayers are offered in my behalf; it
gives mestrength; and when [ am
assailed and when our people ars
assatled and our Territory, it gives
me strength to know we are united,
and that when I amin Washington,
though 1 may be alone—which 1 am
in one sense of the word—I1 have en
influence and a power attending me,
in conecequence of th's, that others
domnot have, God has preserved us
and He will preserve us and over-
rale evil for good. 1 feel hopeful
and cheerful: this is a blessing God
has given unto mej; In the midst
of the darkest hours I have always
felt exceedingly ‘¢ eetful: fesr has
been taken away from me.

I pray that you msy be blessed
exceedingly of ithe Lord; that His
Holy Bpirit ;may be poured out upon
you; thaf peace may b- given unto
you and union fill your heart-§ 1 ask
this in the name of Jesus Christ,

Amen,

———
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(Continued.)

And so, Mr. Bpeaker, all alorg
down the ages the human raee has
been marshalled in these two graud
divisions., Asia, with polygamy on
the one hand, after all Its strugg es
and convulsions, to-day the eame
rigid,unchangeable, hopeless empire
of force ag in the dawn of the world.
Eurcpe and America, with mono-
amy oo the otlier, through the en-
nobllng influence of the Christian

before it was published, and, still
longer, before it was fulfilled,
T know I was taught concerning
this revelaticn, when a boy, and I
knew the time would come when
there would be a bloody war be-
tween the north end south and
that it would commence in Bouth
Carolina. Did it comroence there?
Yes. Joseph Smith predicted it 28
y ears befor it occurred. Andin the
the manner to which I have allud-

on ihe jand, and as long as the Iat-
ter-day Saints live righteously the

ed, we were driven out and occupied
s position where, though we did not

home and the irresistivle devotion
to country it engenders, mounting
throogh centuries of - persecu'ion
and slaughter and loes of all thing.
1o the sion of personal liberty
and constitutional government.
Guod, in the marcu of His empire, -
has thundered his warning and
planted Hix Cross in the eky. And
if you will' but listen reverenily to
these volces of the ages, you will
retrace every backward step; take
up your unused powers and pro-
 ¢lalm to all the people, that in the

f

I go out now hop=.




