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. rstood with me, when [ arise
be};:: ‘;ncdoengregalion. that I have their
faith, their good feelings and their

r’ly,Ers to enable me to say something
Lph;l will beneht both hearer and speaker.
In union there is strength, and if we are
united here this afternoon we may be
able Lo make a strong appeal to our
Heavenly Father and receive His bless-
i > for we have a rnght to know His
ng.d and will concerning us-and what
glenwou]d have us to do. We have a
right to be strengthened; for I know we
weak, and sometimes we are in t_:les-

e beca;use the enemies that injure
ﬂfé'i,ody are not always the enemies
that we have 10 contend with. There

:nfluences abroad . the earth that
Y l1d destroy the taith if possible of
:"f,%‘;e who have covenanted to serve the
Lord. Conseguently we need spiritual
food: we need instruction, and the way

oinl,'.ed out by which we may serve our
pMaker more effectually. If it were not
for the blessings of God, we would not
be here. I have seen the day when
this land that we are upon might have
been classed asa battle-field. Not far dis-
tant from here our brethren contended
for the Life of the (:oloin_tr ot Latter-day
Saints who settled this country. The
biessings of the Lord have made us to
prevail, not only over our physical foes,
but alsorover our spiritual adversaries.
Up to the present time the Latter-day
Saints have been a success; the organi-
zation of the Church has been a suc-
cess, We are no more a hidden peo-
ple; but we are sct upon a hill, where
we are seen of all men. Truly there is
no civifized pation upon the earth but
has heard of the Mormons, and knows
more or le:s ‘about them. OQur fame
and the name of the Prophet Joseph
Smith have spread over all lands His
name is known for good and evil in all
the world. Those, however, who f{ra-
duce us know nothing of our character
and of the great work wrought out by
ke Prophet Joseph and hls fellow la-
bo{eﬁ;ow that the letter of the law is
not to be relied upon at all times and
in every instance. The plates from
which the Book of Mormon was trans-
lated were given to the Prophet Joseph,
by an angel, and the angel gave him 1n-
structions, but Joseph Smith had no
authonty then to preach the Gospel.
This Book of Mormon might have been
spread abroad all over the earth, and it
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Ilheauthorily had not been given by

which the doctrines it contained could
be made apoplicable to the people, it
would have been simply the letter with-
out the spirit and the power. Yet we
prize this book as given to us through
the ange! Moroni, bringing to the knowl-
edge of men the principles of the Gos-
pel which had Eeen hidden. These
principles had been revealed formerly
and were contained in the Bible, yet
they were hidden to the minds ot men,
No man understood them, no mag was
authorized to teach them, and the
world was in darkness. And so far as the
Book of Mormon itself is concerned, the
world would stillhave remained in dark-
ness if nothing niore had been revealed,
But when one divinely authorized came
to the Prophet Joseph and to Oliver
Cowdery and laid his hands upon them
and conferred the Priesthood, then
there was authority to act; then the
way was opened up before the Prophet
of God to begin the great work of this
dispensation. I give a great deal of
credit to John the Baptisi and to Peter,
james and John—under God, of course
—who restored the authority by and
through which the principles contained
in these books are made available to
the human family; for we know that
these volumes would have remained a
dead letter it this authority had ot
been given to man These blessings
stand ig a dual capacity. The spint
must accompany the letter. The letter
alone killeth, but the spirit giveth life.
This fact may be traced through the
lives ot men. One of the first com-
mapndments that was given unto man
was to be fruitful and muitiply and re-
plenish the earth. But this could not
have been fulfilled had mnot the grear
plan ol salvation been instituted and
made available by and through the ad-
ministration of our God. We frequent-
ly find tault with these things ana won-
der why it was necessary that one
should be stain lor many—one who was
without sin should be slain for the
sinner. But po one was 1orced into
this condition. The Lord, seeing the
power that is wielded through love,
volunteered to draw all men unto Him
and to win their undying love by mak-
ing a sacrifice ot His own lile. - *'Great-
er love hath no man than this, thata
man lay down his life for His friends.?
Lucifer proposed a vlan for the salva-
tion of man, in which he said he would
save every man by compelling men to
do right; but 1his was rejected. Jesus
saw the necessity of man retaining his
agency, and he proposed to draw all
men unto Him by the cords jof love
His offering was a voluntary act on His
own part. He did it to bring about the
salvation of man; that as in Adam ail
died, so in Christ should all be made
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alive. It was the great love which He
had for His brothers and sisters that
prompted Him to make the sacrifice.

He is the great exemplar. He is the
Captain of our Salvation. He hasgiven
His life to accomplish it. And we

stand today as free nien, having our
agency, exercising our ownp will and
doing as we please, so long as we do
not infringe upon the laws of the land
or the laws of God.

Now, it is evident that no man can
become acquainted with Christ except
He is revealed to him. "I read in this
Bible that Peter, though he ate with
Christ, and traveled with Him, and saw
the marvelous things which He did, did
not know that He was the Christ tiil He
was revealed unto himy. Christ himself
said, “Fiesh and blood hath not revealed
it unto thee, hut my Father whieh is
in heaven.” Therefore, it we koow
Christ we have had it revealed unto us.
I have notseen Him; you may not have
seen Him; but those who did see Him
and labored with Him were no better
oft than we are, for they did not know
Him until He was revealed unto them
by His Father in heaven.

In this day our Father has seen fit to
send forth tiie message of life and salva-
tion to the people, and to gather in his
sons and daughters from tioe nations of
the earth; and through the restoration
of the Priesthood, power is given unto
man to €eal upon earth and 1t shalil be
sealed in Yeaven. Again this blessing
has come unto man. and the power is
restored that will enable him to return
into the presence of God if he is faithtul.
But this depends upon ourselves and
the course that we elect to follow. Ifa
man serves God ot his free will, he will
become like God. If he elects to obey
the principles of light and lile, be wiil
become as those faithful ones who have
gone before, and who now enjoy the
condition which Abraham occupies—
resurrected beings, possessing immortal
bodies. But what would we do without,
the Priesthood? Where would be the
work of God? Where would the
people bet Where would you Saints be
who have come trom foreign lands, if
the proclamation ot the Gospel had not
gone forth by the power of the Priest-
hood? You would be in darkness, listen-
ing to the repetition of words by those
who understood not what they read

I will read a portinn of a revelation
contained in the Book of Doctrine and
Covenapts:

Verily, thus salth the Lord, it shall come to
pass that every soul who forsaketh their sins
and cometh unito me, and calleth on my name,
and obeyeth m¥ voice, and Lkeepeth my com-
mandments, shall see my face and know that
I am.

The Latter-day Saints bave accepted

these terms, and the time will come,and



