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itft is understood with me when I1 arise

afore a congrecongregationgation that I1 have their
flaithflalth their goodd feelings and their

graversers to enaenableble me to say something

t will benefit bothboth hearer and speaker
union there isis strength and if we are

awaitedd here this afternoon we maybemay be
bk to make a strong appeal thourto our

father and receive his bless
al for we have a right to know his
laikindgaind and iwill concerning us and what

jaIU would have us to do we have a
57 right to be atrensstrengthened lorfor I1 know we

are weak and sometimes we are in des
aamir because the enemies that injure

e bodady are not always the enemies
tota contend with therehaveat we

ftfe influences abroad itiin the earth that
awadid destroy the faith if possible of

who have covenanted to serve the

sord consequently we need spiritual
aaa we need instruction and the way

Ss ted out by03 which we mamay serve our
ker inmoreore effectually if it were not

pilfer thetj e blessings of god we would not
re I1 have seen the daydav wwhenhen

that we are upon might have
F classed as a battlefieldbattle field not far dis
tjaarttfaart from here 0ourur brethren contended

laff the lifee of the colony of latter day

abi who settled this country the
1I

Agblessingseings of the lord have made us to
all not only overoveT our physical foes

als over outour spiritual adversaries
to the present time the latter day

mate to have been a success the
bationI1 of the church has been a suesuc
cess we are no more a hidden peo

laiteae but we are s et upon a hill wherere
r alfe seen of all men truly there isir

goI1 nation upon the earth but
faga heardbeard of0 the mormonscormonsMor mons and knows
soresome or letletss about them our fame

rs issiaediwathe name of the prophet joseph
navehave spread over all lands his
is known for good and evil in all

ifil world those however who tra
us know nothing of our character

f essl the great work wrought out by
prophet joseph and his lellowfellow laa

know ththatat the letter of the lalaww is

hot to be relied upon at all times anandd
swjo veryevery ifinstanceistance the iromfrom

1 ebschhAi the book of mormon was trans-
lated were given to the prophet joseph

yvyanto angelip aandnd the angel gave him in
a but joseph smith had no
ty then to preach ththee gospel
ookk of mormon might have been
abroad all over the earth and it

the authority had not been givengiven by
wwhich the doctrines it contained could
be made applicable to the people it
would have been simply the letter with
out the spirit and the power yet we
prize this book as given to us through
the angel moroni bringing to the knowl-
edge of men the principles of the gos-
pel which had been hidden these
principles had been revealed formerly
and were contained in the bible yet
they were hidden to the minds of men
no man understood them no man was
authorized to teach them and the
world was in darkness and so far as the
book of mormon itself is concerned the
world would still have remained in dark-
ness if nothing more had been revealed
but when one divinely authorized came
to the prophet joseph and to oliver
cowdery and laid his hands upon them
and conferred the priesthood then
there was authority to act then the
way was opened up before the prophet
otof god to begin the great work of this
dispensation I1 give a great deal of
credit to john the baptist and to peter
james and john under god of course

who restored the authority by and
through which the principles contained
in these books are made available to
the human family for we know that
these volumes would have remained a
dead letter if this authority had notdot
been given to man these blessings
stand IQio a dual capacity the spirit
must accompany the letter the letter
alone kellethkillethteth but the spirit life
this fact may be traced through the
lives of men one of the first com-
mandmentsmand ments that was given unto man
was to be fruitful and multiply and re-
plenish the earth but this could not
have been fulfilled had not the great
plan ol01 salvation been instituted and
made available by and through the ad
ministration of our god we frequent-
ly find fault with these things ana won-
der why it was necessary that doe
should be slslaina in for many one who was
without sin should be slain torlor the
sinner but no one was jorged into
this condition the lord seeing the
power that is wielded through love
volunteered to draw all men unto him
and to win their undying love by mak-
ing a sasacrifice otof his own lite great-
er love bath no man than this that a
man lay down his life for his friends
lucifer proposed a plan for the salva-
tion of man iniff which he said he would
save everymanevery man by compelling men to
do rrighti ht but this was rejected jesus
saw ttethe necessity of man retaining hisbis
agency and he proposed to draw all
men unto Hhimim by the cords lofof love
his offering was a voluntary act on his
own part he did it to bring about the
salvation of man that as in adimadam allail
died so in christ should all be made

alive it was the great love which he
had for his brothers and sisters that
prompted him to make the sacrifice
he is the great exemplar he is the
captain of our salvation he has given
his life to accomplish it and we
stand today as free menmen having our
agency exercising our own will and
doing as we please so long as we do
not infringe upon the laws of the land
or the laws of god

now it is evident that no man can
become acquainted with christ except
he is revealed to him I1 read in this
bible that peter though he ate with
christ and traveled with him and saw
the marvelous things which he did did
not know that he was the christ tintill liehe
was revealed unto him christ himself
said flesh and blood hathbath not revealed
it unto thee but my father which is
in heaven therefore if we know
christ we have had it revealed unto us
I1 have not seen him you may not have
seen him but those who did see him
and labored with him were no better
oftoff than we are for they did not knowk ow
him until he was revealed unto them
by his father in heaven

in this day our father has seen fit to
send forth the message of life and salva-
tion to the people and to gather in his
sons and daughters from akie nations of
the earth and through the restoration
of the priesthood power is given unto
man hosealto eal upon earth anandd it shall be
sealed inin heaven again this blessing
has come unto man and the power is
restored that will enable him to return
into the presence of god if he is faithful
but this depends upon ourselves and
the course that we elect to follow if a
man serves god of his free will he will
become like god itif he elects to obeobey
the principles of light and life he iviaaiu
become as those faithful ones who have
gone before and who now enjoy the
condition which abraham occupies
resurrected beings possessing immortal
bodies but what would we do without
the priesthood where would be the
work of god where would the
people be where would you saints be
who have come from foreign lands if
the proclamation otof the gospel had notgoogonee forth by the power of the priest
hood you would be in darkness listen
ing to the repetition of words by those
who understood not what they read

I1 will read a portion of a revelation
contained in the book of doctrine and
Covenacovenants

verily thus saith the lord it shall come to
pass that every soul who forsa keth their was
and cometh unto me and calleta on my name
and my voice and keeneth my corn

shall see my face and know that W
I1 am

the latter day saints have accepted
these terms and the time will comejandaad


