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DISCOURSE
by eldereider ORSON delav

ered in the sixteenth ward
assembly booms salt lake city
sunday afternoon march

REPORTED BY D IV EVANSevanes

0ONT page of the book of doc
trine and covenants there laIs a re-
velation given to this church on
march 9 183-91832 which contains
these words

for verily I1 say unto you the time haqhai
comeycome and Isis now at hand and behold and
lo10 it must needs be that there be an or-
ganization of my people in regulating and
establishing the affairs otof the storehouse
forfour tthee poor of my peoplepeoples both in this
placelace and in the land or0 zion orer in other
words the city of enoch torfor a permanentrmanent
and everiaverieverlastingasting establishment andd order
unto my church to advance the cause
which yere have espoused to the salvation of
man and to the glory of spur father who
Is in heaven that you may be equal in the
bands of heavenly things yea and earthly
things also for the obtaining of heavenly
things for itif yeyo are not eequalqual in earthly
thing 9 ye cannot be equaluallnin 0obtaining
heavenlyeavenly ththingsgs for it youou will11 that I1 give
ununto you a pplacece in the celeelcelestial world you
mmustt pprepare ourselvesyourselves by doing the
thi 11 za whichlh ich I1 haveave comcommandedmandod you andraqurequiredired ol01 you

we will next read a passage
which is contained in the latter
part of the 3rdard paragraph of a revel-
ation givenven in march 1831 it will
be foundfongd on page of the book of
doctrine and covenants

but it Is not rivengiven that one man should
pos that which is above another wheremessnessionlonore the world liethileth in sin

awiliI1 will now read a portion of a re-
velation given on the of june
1834 it will be found in paragraph
22 book of doctrine and covenacovenantsants
page speaking of the church
it reads as follows

but behold they have not earnedlearned to be
obedient to the things which I1 requirerequireddatat
their handhandi but are full of all manner of
evil and do not impart of their substance
as bebecomecomethtb the poor and afflicted
among them and are not united according
to the union required by the law of the
celestial kingdom and zion cannot be built
up unless it is by the principles of the law
of the celestial kingdom otherwise I1 cannot
receive her unto myself and my people
must needs be chastenedchasteneychastened until they learn
obedience itif it must needs be by the thingthings
which they suffer

I1 have read these passages of new
revelation for the benefit of the
latter day saints who are here
this afternoon and it is well enough
for us to examine ourselves to see
whetherwb ether we are living in strict ac-
cordancecordance with them and if we are
not to see whether there are any
pepersonsesons throughout all the territory
of utah who aleaie complying with
them in one of these revelations
cogivenven in march 1831 before the
lordrd had led this people to jackson
county and before we knew where
the new jerusalem was to be built
or where the great central gather-
ing place for the latter day saints
was to be the lord informed us
that it is not given that one man

should possess that which Is above
another wherefore the world lieth
ansinin sin 11 rowletrownow letiet me inquire of the
latter day saints are we all equal
in the bands of earthly things or
have we rich and poor in our midst
the answer that all would give
to this question is every person
and every family has accumulated
just as much wealth as he or they
could for his or their own use only
and this order of things has exist-
ed amongst us since the church
was organized nearly forty three
yearsyeam how much longer will thisthiQ
continue how longlond will every
family be for themselves every
mans eneronerenergyy and ability be exert-
ed only fortiesfor himselfelfeif and his family
every man grasping to enrich him-
self he does not care about his
neighbor and if he thinks about
hhimin at all the ininquiryI1ry rises in his
mind have I1 gogotjuas much wealth
as my neighbor or as this or that
person if I1 have noti must strive
to obtain as much for if I1 have not
as much as my neighborsI1 can
hardly think to crowd myself into
their society for I1 hatehave noticed
that our wealthy citizens argaro creat-
ing distinctions of classes among
us if they get up a party in their
own private dwellings or a nice
luxurious supper for instance it is
severallygenerallyenenallyrally only those who are wealtfeneSenebyhy in appearsapappearancepearance who are invited
and unless I1 can accumulate a
much wealth asmo they have I1 shall
bobe cast out and fall bolow into
some other class

I1 am now talking of facts as they
really exist when do you see a
rich man among the latter day
saints who wwhenea he makes a great
feast invites thepoor and the lame
the halt and blind and those who
are in destitute circumstances
such events are few and far be
ttween the savior has strictly

commanded us that when we make
our feasts instead invitingofp those
who have abundance andarid roll in
the good things and luxuries of
life we should invite the poorest
among us the lame blind and
infirm anaanuana those who perhaps have
not enough food to eat do you
latter day saints do this no I1
fear not there may be persons
who are doing these things if sogo
blessed are they if they observe
this and all the other command-
ments of the lord

what kind of a revolutionrevoluteionlon would
it work among the latter day
saints if the revelation given in
march 16311831 were carried out by
them it is not given that one
man should possesssess thatahat which is
above another wherefore the
world lieth in sin how much of
a revolution would it accomplish
in salt lake CMcity if this order of
things rshouldhould be broughtrought about I1
think it would work a greater revo-
lution among this people than has
ever been witnessed amongst them
since thetheyy had an existence as
a church

again in another revelation
given in 1832 soon after the place
of location for the city of zion was
made known the lord declared
that the time had come to establish
an order among hishia people requir-
ing certain persons whose names
were mentioned to consecrate a
portion of their property they
were to put BO many dollars into the
treasury and that was to be a com-
mon property among those indi-
vidualsvi for their own benefit and
for ththee benefit of the chuchurchach
among the persons called to enter
into this order was the great pro
phet and seer of the last days

this order was entered into par-
tially by the individuals who were
named but even they were not all
prepared for this partial order per-
taining to the cccelestialestial kingdom of
god it was too sacred too much
in opposition to the traditions of
the age and which had existed for
many generations we all know
that since the days of the apostles
the whole world except the ne
philes and Lama on this con-
tinent have been divided in regard
to their wealth and propropertyert
among whatever nation you mightig t
travel on the eastern hemishemispheree
and on this hemisphere too ssincebince11 1it
was discovered by columcolumbusus and
settled by europeans this individ-
ualism has existed among all classes
of people with a very few axce
eions among these exceptions we
may mention the shaking quakerss
this sect is in great error in manyy
respects but itsiti members did enter
into a community of property
their properties were consecratedd
and put into a store house and werere
controlled by certain men who0
were chosen for that purpose how
wisely they used this property or
how they lived on this cocommon
stock principle is not for me to sayiny
but suffice it to saypay that so far as
consecration and a community of
property were concerned they car-
ried them out but the great mass
of the human family have sought
for ages past and are still keseekingeking
to accumulate dollars and dimes
houses and lands for themselves to
bequeath to their heirs or to whom-
soever they see properpropel this indi-
vidualismvi that has existed all over
the world has been one of the prin-
cipal means of introducing almost
all the crimes that exist among
men for as the apostle paul has
said the love of money is the
root of all evil

the apostles endeavored to intro-
duce the common stock principle
in their day among the saints but
the people even then had been so
long accustomed to accumulating9
wealth for themselves and their
families instead of having it in
common that the apostles found
it impossible to establish this prin-
ciple on a permanent foundation
and it did not continue it mmightight
have been carried out a year or two
and perhaps a little longer but ac-
cording to the writings of the
apostles to the early christians
this principle seems to have been
done away with and individualism
prevailed amongst them

letlot me inquire now how this sel-
fish principle produces the great
variety of evils that exist in the
world I1 will refer to some that
have sprung from it and have
made their appearance among the
teatterlatter day saints and which will
increase unless we reform in this
respect for instance wealthy
persons havohave the power to educate
their children more thoroughly
thanillan the poor man can they can
send them to tho weryvery bost
schools and institutions of

and thytheythoy can keepkoep

them there year after year un-
til they have acquired what is
termed a thorough education
then their fathers think our
bonssons have been trained in various
branches of learning and business8
they understand bookkeepingbook keepkeepinging anand
other branches necessaryy in
folfoifollowinglowin mercantileilelle pursuits
thethey lowrowknow how to accu-
mulatebinate means and how to keep
everything straight wecan there-
fore entrust them with the means
we shall leave them and knowing
how to make good use of it they
will be able to keep themselves afat
the head of the heap or in other
woldswords they will be above the poor
wapwh

0
o have not had the education

they have had
A rich man can educate his

daughters and have them taught
music and everything calculated to
make them refined polite and gen-
teel this enables these daughters
to fascinate the rich and should a
poor man come along and knock at
the rich mans door and tell him he
desires to keep company with Ushi
daughters he is told that liehe has no
businbusinessess there saysbays thetiie rich man

my daughters must marry
wealthy men they must be exalted
and be with the upper class among
the latter day saints

the poorer classes sseeing that
they have neither the means nor
the business education and informa-
tion to compete with the rich ones
grovel along in poverty and ignor-
ance and a distinction of classes
arises by and by these rich young
men come along with their ninefine
carriages and if a poor man happens
soto be crossing the street they look
down with scorn and contempt up-
on him and cry out of my way
herethere when if it had been a

wealthy man they would have
turned their carriage out of the
way until he had passed but the

poor scrub 17 aaas they term the poor
man must be blackguardedblackguarded and
ridiculed and treated as a slave or
as a person who has no right to be
seen in the society of the wealthy

what kind of feelings does this
produce in the hearts of the hum-
ble poor who desire and are striving
to serve the lord they feel in
their hearts that they do not fellow-
ship these rich persons and this
causes hard feelings between these
classes Is this right or is it wrong
it is wrong materially wrong and
we have continued in this wrong
over forty years when shall it
come to an end when will we
learn to keep the commandments
of god and become one not only in
doctrine but in the bands of
earthly things such a time must
come and if we do not comply
with it we shall fall behind I1
will propprophesyliesK to this people on thinthir
subject Tthee lord commanded
me to prophesy when I1 was about
nineteen years old but I1 seldom do
it for fear I1 shouldshould pprophesy
wrong but I1 will propprophesyliesy con-
cerning this church and people
that all who will not come into
that order of things when god by
his servants counsels them so to do
will cease growing in the knowl-
edge of god they will cease hav-
ing the spirit of the lord to rest
upon them and they will gradual-
ly grow darker and darker in their
minds until they lose the spirit
and power of god and their names
will not be numbered with the
names of the righteous you may
put that down and record it

we find a few years after these
revelations that I1 have read were
given the lord saw that we were
so covetous and filled with the
selfish principle instilled into our
minds by our forefathers that
we would not give heed to the law
which he gave concerning thetiie con-
secrationssecrations that were to be made in
jackson county aioalo and he deter-
mined in his own mind that that
should not be a land of zion unto
the presentreent generation of peopletakuhetake themm as a people aud he made
this decree after giving them revel-
ation upon revelation warning
them by thetile mouth of his servant
Josjosephepliepil who went in person and
warned them and sent up his reve-
lationslatiiati a thousand miles from kirtl-
and and warned them after they
had been sufficiently warnedwarnedawarnedj for
some two years and upwards after
their commencement of the settle-
ment of jackson county missouri
the lord fulfilled that which he
had spoken concerning them that
they should bobe driven out of the
land of zion this was literally
fulfilled why because of covet-
ousness

covet-
ousousness you will recollect my
reading I1 think last conference a
letter written bytheby the prophet joseph
smith I1 think it is in thothe lath
volume of the star in connec-
tion athwith thetho history of this church

published in thatthai periodical that
lettertetter was written to one of the
brethren in zion in relation to the
consecrations of the properties of
the people the lord said inki that
revelation that the principle which
hebe had revealed in relation to the
properties of his church must be
carried out to the very letter upon
the land of zion andveatthoseose individ-
uals who would not give heed to it
but sought to obtain their inheri-
tances in an individual way by pur
chusingising it themselves from the
government should have their
names blotted out from the book of
the names of the righteous and if
their children pursued the same
course their names should be blotted
out too they and their children
should not be known in the book of
the law of the lord as being enti-
tledaled to an inheritance among the
saints in zion

we find therefore that the tordlord
drove out thistills people because we
were unworthy to receive our in-
heritances

n
heri by consecration As a
people we did not strictly comply
witwith thatthat which the lord required
neither did they comply in kirtl-
and iiaifamanylyofafpf those personsons were
called by name to enter into an
inferior order afterwards called the
order of enoch in which only a
portion of their property was con-
secratedsecrated and even they did not
comply but some of them broke
the most sacred and solemn coven-
ants made before high heaven i1
relation to that order the lord
saidsald concerning them that theytiley
should be delivered over to the
bummiebuffie bingstings of satan in this world
as well as be punished in the world
to come he also told them that
that soul that sinned and would
not comply with the covenant and
promise which they made before
him in relation to their properties
should have his former sinsins8 return-
ed to him which had been before
remitted in baptism

this ought to be an example for
us who are living at a later period
in the history of the church of the
living god and who ought by this
time to have become thoroughlyt b y
experiencedencee in the law of god it
is true we are not now requirerequiredd to
consecrate all that we have this
law has not been binding upon us
since we were driven from the land
of zion the reason why this law
was revoked was because the lord
saw we would all go to destruction
in consequence of our former tra-
dition in relation to property if this
law had continued to be enforced af-
ter we were driven out hence liehe re
evoked it for the time bringasbeingasyouwill
find recorded in one of the revela-
tions given june 1834 after
we were driven from jackson coun-
tyt I1 will repeat the words jleletilosetthose commandments which t havebavehave
rivengivengiven concerning zion and her law
bed executed and fulfilled after her
redemption here you perceivepercelve
that for the salvation of this peo-
ple and of the nations of the
earth among the gentiles god saw
proper to revoke this commandment
and to layjay it over for a future per-
iod or until after the redemption of
zion zion is not yet redeemed and
hence we are not under the law of
full consecration but is that any
reason why we shouldi

not be under
some other law differing from the
oneieone we were formerly required to
practice do we live up to the law
called the order of enoch which
is inferior to that law requiring full
consecrations no we do not let
us go01 down another scale in theladalladderr of obedience and hiinquireulu irelre if
we are carrying out a law anleinferiorbior to
the order of enoch that is the law
of tithing do the latter day
saints complycozily with that and to
begbegin with when they come from
the nations of the earth do they
consecrate their surplus property to
the lord placing it in ulethe hands of
thetiie bishop of his church and after
that pay one tenth of their annual
income into the treasury of the
lord where is there a person car-
rying out this law which was re-
vealed in the year 1838 and which
has never been revoked it is oneime
of the most simaimsimplesimpiele and inferior
laws far below iltthee order of full
consecrations and far below the or-
der of enoch but have we as a
people complied with this I1 think
not can you find one out of a hun-
dred persons in salt lake city wha
has carried out this law havohave you
done it thetho bishops whose duty
it is to collect the tithing can an-
swer this question better than I1
can but I1 very much doubt wheth-
er the records of the bishops would
show that the people have com-
plied with the latter clause of this
law namely to pay one tenth of
their annual inlucometocomoto say nothing
about twtheir I1 surplus amppropertyaty aroA

nv

we under condemnation bror are we
not judge yeyo for yourselves what
will become of this people unless
we reform and repent of our sins
in these respects that which I1
have already spoken will be fulfill-
ed

I1

upon their headsbeads they will
lose the spirit of the gospel

we are looking for the redemp-
tion of zion what would be our
condition if the lord were to say
unto us this season Arimiiariseanisesemymy
saints arise go back to the land
which I1 promised to give to you
and to your children for an ever-
lasting

i

possession go back and
build up tbthee newkew jerusalem accord-
ing to the law of the celestial kiking-
dom

ng
as recorded in the revelation i

in whichwhich the lord says unless the
be built according to that law he I1

I1

can not receive lierher unto himself i

what kind of a zion wound we
build if called this present seasonbeason to
go back to jackson county we
would have to begin altogether a
new order of thingsthides are we pre-
pared for it I1 think not it the
people had faithfully complied with
these inferior laws they would be
better prepared but when I1 seefee the
backwardness of many of the peo-
ple of this territory calling them
celveriverlver latter day saintssainte about pay-
ing their tithing refusing to do so
or being careless about it I1 haypay in
Mmy heart oh lord when willthythyy people be prepared to go back
and build up the waste places of
zion according to celestial lawjaw

the lord has said in this book
B D C that the time is to come

when zion shall be redeemed I1
will read the passage it com-
mences on page 92 and is as fol-
lows

behold thisthia Is the blessing which I1 have
promised after your tribulations and the
trtribulations otof yourbrethren your redemp-
tion and the redemption of0 your brethbrethrenreng
even their restoration to the land of zion
to be established no more to be thrown
down nevertheless if they pollute their in-
heritance they shall be thrown down for I1will not spare them itif they pollute their in-
heritancesheriberi behold I1 say unto you thetho re-
demptiondemption otof zionalon must needs come bykowbypow-
er whereforesthereforestores I1 will raise up unto mauw peo
aleI1 a man who shall lead them likeuke aaasVmoses led the children otof israel for ye are
the children of israel and of the seed of
abraham and ye must needs be led out of0
bondage by power and with a stretched out
armandarm and as your fathers were led at the
firstbirst even so shall the redemption of zion
be therefore let not your hearts faint
for I1 say not unto vouyouyouvon aaas I1 saideald unto your
fathers mine angel shall poiro up before you
but not my presence but I1 say unto you
mine gehangelsgel shallishall go before you and alsoaiso1

inmy prepresencereneerence and in time yeyo shall possesstiethetle goodly land

in a revelation given june
I11834 the lord tells us that before
tthehe people of zion shall be redeem-
edd the army of israel must become
very great what he meant by this
was great compared with the few
individuals to whom this revela-
tion was given it will be recollect-
ed that Aa certain number were re-
quired as the strength of the lords
house to go up to redeem zion as
they supposesupposedux they gathered to-
gether somesomeoneone or two hundred
and went up dorthisfor this purpose andanu
the lord said that the strength of
hisbig house did not hearken to his
voice and did not come up acced-
ing to his commandment and re-
velation but had said in their
hearts if this be the work of the
lord the lord willvill redeem zion
and we will stay at home upon our
inheritances they made excus-
es and would not go up the little
handful that did go up were called
the camp of zion some few of
them are still living when we ar-
rived in the neighborhood of the
land of zion the astrenstrengthth of the
lordslorda house not having Tearhearkenedkend
to his voice the lordbord gayegave a revela-
tion and said first betAlet my army
become very great and let itbe sansanc-
tified

e
before me that it may be-

come fair as the sun and clear as
the moon and that her bannersballner
may be terrible untoaillallall natinationsoilsolis 11

how do you suppose we are go-
ing to fulfill this preparatory to ttytrythee
redemption of zion are we now
taking a course to sancbancsanctifytiry ourselves
before thetile heavens it is true that
thothe army of israel is very grastgristgreat
even now when compared with
that little handful that wentvent uup
with the camp of zion but thoungthough
blessbiessblessededwithwith numbers we aretire not
blessed with that sanctification
which the lord has spoken of in
that revelation how much faith
have we now in our disobedience
to thetho jawlawa of tithing and to many
other principles Blesbiesblessed arearo they
who have faithfully paid their tith-
ing all the time and blessed are
their children they will receive
their inheritance in the land of
zion when the lord shall come
the lord will biessblesa them and their
generations for ever but those
who have not complied with this
law are not sanctifyingsanctifying themselves
afore god betthdeft aro they pro


