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Sunday afternoon, March 9,1873.

REPORTED BY D. W. EVANS,

ON page 285 of the Book of Doc-

trine and Covenants there is a re-
velation given to this church on
March 9, 1832, which contains
these words—

For verilfﬂ I say unto you, the time has
come, and is now at hand; and behold, and
lo, it must needs be, that there be an or-
ganization of my people, in regulating and
establishing the affairs of the storehouse
for the r of my people, both in this
place ﬂ.’[il! in the laed of Zion, or in other
words, the city of Enoch, for a permanent
and everlasting establishment and order
unto my church, to advance the cause,

which ye have espoused to the salvation of |

man, and to the glory of your Father who
is in heaven, that vou may be equal in the
bands of heavenly things; yea, and earthly
things also, for the obtaining of heavenly
things; for if ye are not equal in earthly
things, ye cannot be equal in obtaining
heavenly things; for it you will that I give
unto you a place in the celestial world, you
must prepare yourselves by doing the
things which I have commanded you and
raquired of you.

We will next read a passage
which is contained in the Jatter
part of the 3rd paragraph of a revel-
ation given in March, 1831. It will
be found on page 218 of the Book of
Doctrine and Covenants.

But it is not given that one man should
that which is above another, where-
ore the world lieth in sin.

I will now read a portion of a re-
velation given on the 22nd of June,
1834. It will be found in paragraph
2, Book of Doctrine and Covenants,

e 295. Speaking of the chureh,
t reads as follows—

But behold, they have not 'earned to be
obedient to t‘he things which I required at
their hands, but are full of all manner of
evil, and do not impart of their substance,
as becometh Saints,to the poor and afflicted
awmong them, and are not united according
to the unioun required by the law of the
celestial kiugdom; and Zion cannot be built
up unless it is by the principles of the law
of the celestial kingdom, otherwize I cannot
receive ber unto myself; and my people
must needs be chastened until they learn
obedience, if it must needs be, by the things
which they suffer.

I have read these passages of new

revelation for the benefit of 'thel

Latter-day Saints who are here
this afternoon, and it is well enough
for us to examine ourselves, to see
whether we are living in strict ac-
cordance with them, and if we are
not, to see whether there are any
persons throughout all the Territory
of Utah who aie complying with
them. In one of these revelations,

iven in March, 1831, before the

ord had led this people to Jackson
County and before we knew where
the New Jerusalem was to be built,
or where the great central gather-
ing place for the Latter-day Saints
was to be, the Lord imformed us
““That it is not given that one man
should possess that which is above
another, wherefore the world lieth
in 8in.” Now let me inquire of the
Latter-day Saints, Are we all equal
in the bands of earthly things, or
have we rich and poor in our midst?
The answer that all would give
to this question is, Every person
and every family has accumulated
just as much wealth, as he or they
could, for his or their own use only,
and this order of things has exist-
- ed amongst us since the church
was organized, nearly forty-three
years, ow much longer will this
continue? How long will every
family be for themselves, every
man’s energy and ability be exert-
ed only for himself and his family,
every man grasping to enrich him-
self? He does not care about his
neighbor, and if he thinks about

him at all, the inquiry rises in his|

mind, “Have I got as much wealth
as my neighbor, or as this or that
rson? IfI have notI must strive
obtain as much; for if I have not
as much as my neighbors I can
hardly think to crowd myself into
their society; for I have noticed
that our wealthy citizens are creat-
ing distinctions of classes among
us. Ifthey get uli a party in their
own private dwellings, or a nice
luxurious supper, for instance, it is
enerally only those who are weal-
hy in appearance who are invited,
and unless I can accumulate as
much wealth as they have, I shall
be cast out and fall below into
some other class.”

I am now talking of facts as they
really exist. When do you see a
rich man among the Latter-day

Saints who, when he makes a great | pe

feast, invites the poor and the lame,
the halt and blind, and those who
are in destitute circumstances?
Such events are few and far be-
tween. The 8Savior has strictly

our feasts, instead ofinviting those
who have abundance and roll in
the good things and luxuries of
life, we should invite the poorest
among us, the lame, blind and
infirm, and those who perhaps have
not enough food to eat. you
Latter-lay Saints do this? No, I
fear not. There may be persons
who are doing these things; if so,
blessed are they if they observe
this and all the other command-
ments of the Lord. |

What kind of a revolution would
it work among the Latter-day
Saints if the revelation given in
| March, 1831, were carried out by

them—*‘“It is not given that one
man should possess that which is
above another, wherefore the
world lieth in sin’? How much of
a revolution would it accomplish
in Salt Lake City if this order of

things should be brought about? 1

think it would work a greater revo-
lution among this people than has
ever been witnessed amongst them
since they had an existence as
a church,
| Again, in another revelation,
| given in 1832, soon after the place
of Jocation for the city of Zion was
made known, the Lord declared
that the time had come to establish
an order among his people requir-
ing certain persons, whose names
were mentioned, to consecrate a
portion of their property. They
were to put go many dollars into the
treasury, and that was to be a com-
mon property among those indi-
viduals, for their own benefit, and
for the benefit of the church.
Among the
into this order was the great pro
phet and seer of the last days.

This order was entered into par-
tially by the individuals who were
named, but even they were not all
prepared for this partial order per-
taining to the celestial kingdom of
God. It was too sacred, too much
in opposition to the traditions of
the age, and which had existed for
many generations. We all know
that, since the days of the Apostles,
the whole world, except the Ne-
phites and Laraanites on this con-
tinent, have been divided in regard
to their wealth and property.
Among whatever nation you might
travel on the eastern hemisphere,
and on this hemisphere too, since it
| was discovered by Columbus and
settled by Europeans, this individ-
u?liam ;13.5 exitsltad amunga all classes
0 e, with a v W exce
tiuzgf PAmnng t.hea::ieeptinns wpe-

may mention the Shaking Quakers. |

This sect is in great error in many
respects, but its members did enter

persons called to enter |

til they have acquired what is
termed a thorough education.
Then, their fathers think, “Our
sons have been trained in wvarious
branches of learning and business
they understand book-keeping and

other branches necessary in
followin mercantile pursuits;
the now how to accu-

mulate means and how to keep
everything straight. 'Wecan there-
fore entrust them with the means
we shall Jeave them, and knowing
how to make good use of it, they
will be able to keep themselves at
the head of the heap,” or in other
words, they will be above the poor
who have not had the education
they have had.

A rich man ecan educate his
daughters, and have them taught
music and everything calculated to
make them refined, polite and gen-
teel. This enables these daughters
to fascinate the rich, and should a
poor man come along, and knock at
the rich man’s door and tell him he
desires to keep company with his
| daughters, he is told that he has no
business there. Says the rich man,
“My daughters must
wealthy men, they must be exalted
and be with the upper c¢lass among
the Latter-day Saints.”

The poorer classes, seeing that
they have neither the means nor
the business education and informa-

grovel along in poverty and ignor-
ance, and a distinetion of classes
arises. By and by theserich young
men come along with their fine
ca and if a poor man happens
to be crossing the street, they Jlook
down with scorn and contempt up-
on him, and ery, “Out of my way
there,” when if it had been a
wealthy man they would have
turned their carriage out of the
way until he had passed; but the
“poor scrub,” as they term the poor
| man, must be blackguarded and

—

as a person who has no right to be

seen in the =society of the wealthy.
What kind of feelings does this
the hum-

roduce in the hearts o
Ble poor who desire and arestriving
to serve the Lord? They feel in
their hearts that they do not fellow-
ship these rich persons, and this
causes hard feelings between these
classes. Is this right or isit wrong?

| we have continued in this wrong
over forty yvears. When shall it
{ come to an end? When will we
learn to keep the commandments
of God and become one, not only in
doctrine but in ‘‘the bands of
earthly thin

into a community of property.|come,and if we do not cnmpl¥

Their properties were consecrated

and put into a store house, and were | will proph

controlled by certain men who
were chosen for that purpose. How
wisely they used this i[;mparty or
how they lived on this common
stock principle is not for me to say;
but suffice it to say, that so far as
consecration and a community of
property were cencerned they car-
ried them out. But the great mass
of the human family have sought
for ages past, and are still seeking,
to accumulate dollars and dimes,
houses and lands for themselves, to

——

with it, we shall fall behind.
enly] to this people on this
subject. The Lord commanded
me to prophesy when I was about
nineteen vears old, but I seldom do
{it, for fear I should prophesy
wrong. Butl will prophesy con-
cerning this church and people,
that all who will not come into
that order of things, when God, by
his servants, counsels them so to do,
will cease wing in the knowl-
edge of God, they will cease hav-
ing the Spirit of the Lord to rest
upon them, and they will gradual-

bequeath to their heirs or to whom- | ly grow darker and darker in their

soever they see proper. This indi-
vidualism that has existed all over
the world has been one of the prin- |
cipal means of introducing almost

all the crimes that exist among

men, for as the apostle Paul has

said—‘““The love of money is the

root of all evil.”

The Apostles endeavored to intro-
duce the common stock principle
in their day among the Saints, but
the people, even then, had been so
long accustomed to accumulating

wealth for themselves and their
families instead of bhaving it in
common, that the Apostles found
it impossible to establish this prin-
ciple on a permanent foundation,
and it did not eontinue. It might
hazﬂ be;n mrﬂﬁ?t?uf a year I:nrtt.wn
an rhaps a e longer; but ac-
cuanneg to the writings of the
Apostles to the early Christians,
this principle seems to have been
done away with, and individualism
prevailed amongst them.

Let me inquire now, how thissel-
fish principle produces the great
variety of evils that exist in the
world? I will refer to some that
have sprung from it, and have
made their appearance among the
Latter~day Saints, and which will
increase unless we reform in this
respect. For instance, wealthy
rsons have the power to educate
their children more thoroughly

than the poor man can. They can
send them to the wvery best
schools and institutions of

| lmgj

and they can keep

minds, until they lose the Spirit
and power of , and their names
will not be numbered with the

put that down and record it.

We find, a few years after these
revelations that I have read were
given, the Lord saw that we were
so covetous and filled with the
selfish principle instilled into our
minds cf' our forefathers, that
we would not give heed to the law
which he gave concerning the con-
secrations that were to be made in
Jackson county, Mo., and he deter-
mined in his own mind that that
should not be a land of Zion unto
the ]ivmnt generation of people,
take them as a people; aud he made
this decree, after giving them revel-
ation upon revelation, warning
them by the mouth of his servant
Joseph, who went in person and
warned them, and sent up his reve-
lations a thousand miles from Kirt-
land and warned them. Afterthey
had been sufficiently warned, for
some two years and upwards, after
their commencement of the settle-
ment of Jackson county, Missouri,

|the Lord tulfilled that which he

had spoken concerning them-—that
they should be driven out of the
land of Zion. This was literally
fulfiled. Why? Because of covet-
ousness. You will recollect my
reading, I think last conference, a
letter written by the Prophet Joseph
Smith. I think it is in the 14th

volume of the ‘“‘Star,” in connec-

 tiom with the history of this church

-

marry |

ridiculed, and treated as a slave or|

[t is wrong, materially wrong, and |

|
names of the righteous. You may |

!

|

brethren in Zion in relation to the
consecratione of the properties of
the le. The Lord said im that
revelation that the principle which
he had revealed in relation to the
properties of his church must be
carried out to the very letter upon
the land of Zion; and t
uals who would not give heed to it,
but sought to obtain their inheri-
tances in an individual way by pur-
chasing it themselves from the
government, should have their
names blotted out from the book of
the names of the righteous, and if
their children pursued the same
course their names should be blotted
out too, they and their children

| should not be krown in the book of

the law of the Lord as being enti-

| tled to an inheritance among the

Saints in Zion.

We find, therefore, that the Lord | g0

drove out this people because we
were unworthy to receive ourin-
heritances b
peo[;»le we did not strictl mmr;;:iy
with that which the Lord required.
Neither did they comply in Kirt-
land. Many of those persons were

called by name to enter into an|p

inferior order, afterwards called The
Order of Enoch, in which only a
portion of their property was con-
secrated, and even they did not
comply, but some of them broke

tion to compete with the rich ones, | the most sacred and solemn coven-

ants made before high Heaven ig
relation to that order. The Lord
said concerning them that they
should be delivered over to the
buffetings of Satan in this world
as well as be punished in the world
to come. He aldo told them that
that soul that sinned and would
not comply with the covenant and
Erumise which they made before

im in relation to their properties,
should have his former sins return-
ed to him, which had been before
remitted in baptism.

This ought to be an example for
us who are living at a later period
in the history of the church of the
living God, and who ought, by this
time, to have become thoroughly
experienced in the law of God. It
is true we are not now required to
consecrate all that we have; this
law has not been binding upon us
since we were driven from the land
of Zion. The reason why this law
was revoked was because the Lord
saw we would all go to destruction
in consequence of our former tia-
dition in relation to property if this
law had continued to be enforced af-
ter we were driven out, hence he re-

| ty.

| and to Jay it over for a future

voked it for the timebeing,as youwill

2 Such atime must | find recorded in one of the revela-

tions given June 22nd, 1834, after
we were driven from Jackson Coun-
I will repeat the words—‘Let
those commandments which I have
g::en concerning Zion and her law,

executed and fulfilled after her

redemption.” Here you perceive

| that, for the salvation of this peo-

ple and of the mnations of the
earth among the Gentiles, God saw
proper to revoke thiscommandment
per-
iod, or until after the redemption of
Zion. Zion is not yet redeemed, and

hence we are not under the law of
full consecration. But is that any
reason why we should not be under
some other law differing from the
one we were formerly required to
practice? Do we live up to the law
called the Order of Enoch, which
is inferior to that law requiring full
consecrations? No we do not. Let
us go down another scale in the
ladder of obedience, and inquire if
weare carrying out a law inferior to
the Order of Enoch, that is, the law
of Tithing? Do the Latter-day
Saints comply with that, and, to
begin with, when they come from
the nations of the earth, do they
consecrate their surplus property to
the Lord, placing it in the hands of
the Bishop of his church, and after
that pay one tenth of their annual
income into the treasury of the
Lord? Where is there a person car-
rying out this law which was re-
vealed in the year 1838 "and which
has never been revoked? It is one
of the most simple and inferior
laws, far below the order of full
consecrations and far below the Or-
der of Enoch, but have we as a
people complied with this? I think
not. Can you find one out of a hun-
dred persons in Salt Lake City who
has carried out this law? Have you
done it? The Bishops, whose duty
it is to collect the tithing can an-
swer this question better than I
can, but I very much doubt wheth-
er the réBords of the Bishops would

individ- | tion of Zion.

consecration. As a|pa

| their children, t’hﬂy
| Zion

show that the ple have com-
lied with the latter claute of this
aw—namely to pay one-tenth of
their annual income,to say nothing

about t-heif surplus property. Are

will become of this people unless
we reform, and repent of our sins

in these respects? That which 1
have already spoken will be fulfill-
ed upon their heads— they will

lose the spirit of the gospel.
We are looking for the redemp-

hat would be our
condition if the Lord were to say
unto us this season, ‘‘Arise, my
Saints, arise, back to the land
which I prom to give to you
and to your children for an ever-
lasting on; go back and
build up the New Jerusalem accord-
ing to the law of the celestial king-
dom, “‘as recorded in the revelation
in which the Lord says unless the
be built nemrdinf‘ to that law he
can not receive her unto himself.
What kind of a Zion woutd we
build if called this present season to
back to Jackson County? We
would have to begin altogether a
new order of things. Are we pre-
red for it? I think not. It the
people had faithfully complied with
these inferior lJaws they would be
better prepared: but when I see the
backwandness of many of the peo-
le of this Territory calling them-
<elver Latter-day Saints.about pay-
inﬁheir tithing, refusing to do so
or being careless about it, I =ay in
N S
thy le be prepa go .
and m?d up the waste p of
Zion according to celestial law?”

The Lord has said in this book,
(B. D. C.) that the time is to come
when Zion shall be redeemed. I
will read the passage. It com-
Imencea on page 292, and is as fol-
OWS:

Behold, this is the blessi
promised after
tribulations of

which I have
your tribulations, and the
your brethren; your redemp-

tion, and the redemption of your brethren,
even their restoration to the land of Zion,
to be established no more to be thrown
down; nevertheless, if they pollute their in-
heritance, they shall be thrown down, for I
will not spare them if they pollute their in-
re-

beritances. Behold, I say unto you, the
demption ot Zion must needs comne b
er; therefores, [ will raise up unto
B}e a man, who shall lead them as

oses led the children of Israel, for ye are
thechildren of Israel, and of the seed of
Abraham, and ye must needs be led out of
bondage by power, and with a stretched out
arm;and as your fathers were led at the
first, even so shall the redem of Zion
be. Therefore, let not your rts faint,
for I say not unto you as I said unto your
fathers, mine angel shall go up before you,
but not my presence; but 1 say you,
mine angels shall ;ig before you, and alsc

my presence, and time ye shall posscss
In a revelation given June 22nd,

the goodly land.
1834, the Lord tells us that before
the tgaople of Zion shall be redeem-
ed the army of Israel must become
very great. What he meant by this,
was ‘‘great” com with the few
individuals to whom this revela-
tion was given. It will be recollect-
ed that a certain number were re-
uired as the strength of the Lord’s
ouse to go up to redeem Zion, as
they sup They gathered to-
gether, some one or two hundred,
and wentup for this pu y and
the Lord said that the strength of
his house did not hearken to his
voice, and did not come up acc@®d-
ing to his commandment and re-
velation, but had said in their
hearts, “If this be the work of the
Lord, the Lord will redeem Zion,
and we will stay at home upon our
inheritances.” They made excus-
es and would not go up. The little
handful that did go up were called
the Camp of Zion. me few of
them are still living. When we ar-
rived in the neighborhood of the
Land of Zion, the strength of the
Lord’s house not having hearkened
to his voice, the Lord gavea revela-
tion and said first, “Let my army
become very greatand let it be sanc-
tified before me, that it may be-
come fair as the sun, and clear as
the moon, and that her banners
may be terrible untofall nations.”
How do you suppose we are go-
ing to fulfill this, preparatory to the
emption of Zion? Are we now
taking a course to sanctify ourselves
before the Heavens? It istrue that
the army of Israel is v |
even now when com with
that little handful that went u
with the Camp of Zion, but thoug
blessed with numbers,. we are not
blessed with that sanctification
which the Lord has spoken of in
that revelation. How much faith
have we now, in our disobedience

to the Jaw of tithing, and to man
other pri les? B%med ure Mfmagrr
who have faithfully paid their tith-

ing all the time, and blessed are

will receive
their inheritance in the Land of

when the Lord shall come.
The Lord will bless them and their
generations for ever. But those
who have not complied with this
law are not sanctifying themselves
bofore God, uwelther are they pre-



