edified in the name of our Lora Jesus Christ.
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DISCOURSE,

By Elder Franklin D. Richards, Tabernacle,
Sunday Morning, Jan., 11, 1857,

e

[REPORTED BY J. V. LONG.]

Brethren and sisters, I have no apology to make
this moerning for presenting myself befors you.—
[t becomes my duty and privilege to address yo
w little while, longer or shorter as I may ba led to

‘<o, npon such things as shall be suggested to my

mind.

| desire with your kind attention, your selicit-
ations aleo to God that the Holy Spirit may rest
upon me and upon you, and that we may all be
It
is a pleasing idea to me to reflect and behold
that the people have come together this morn-
ing so generally, to this Tubernacle. They
have come aunticipating being fed with the
bread of life, and l‘nef as though the present
is a time when the Lord is willing to aaminister
unto His people the bread of life and salvation;
that it is a time when the_ Sajuls may with one
heart and one mind call npon Him for great bloss-
ings, and I may saya grest many of them. We
should ask for those hlessings first and foremost
which every one needs for their owa present sal-
vation, increase of fuith, increase of the knowl-
edge of God, and an inerease in ourselves of eve-
ry thing thatis good and praiseworthy for Saints
::'- evjoy through the revelations of the Holy
Spirit.

This, it appears to me, is the legitimaie ohject
for which we should seek now a Llessing ut the
hand of God. It is His good pleasure to bestew
upon us according to our needs, and this He will
do il we seek nnto Him in faith.

When T contemplate the presesnt situation of
ihe people, if I were to think of one text more
than another, that I could like to tulk about it

would be thig; *Whoso confesseth and forssketh | P

his sins shall find merey.” I have not been in the
habit of taking a text for a long time, but there is
something in this directly applicable to this peo-
ple, that whoso confesseth and forsaketh his sins
shall find merey. This isa favorand a blessing
that is now extended to the people of God to an

extent, and with a liberality that has never before | ¥

been wilnessed in this dispensation, and it appears
to me that 158 never been known upon the

varth. A 1§ n the Lord has spoken so
opeuly, so abundantly, and so extensively to His
people, and told them that if they will but con-

tess and forsake their sias they shall ba forgiven

aud be saved. Isny tha like (as it appears to

ne) has never before been known. 1 conceive
thut we as a people have the very greatest occa-
sion to seck the merey and blessings of God be-
c:use of the condition we are in, and because of
those things which He has committed uato us.—

. r—
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THE DESERET NEWS.

boriug to bring Is to the knowledge of the
lmth,gtn the kﬂﬂmga of God, a knowledge and
power such as they never could have before re-
ceived on the earth, hence the concemnation that
we are brought under is beyond that which any
other people could be under; then what has been
the mercy of God? It is that now while in these
circumstances, nearly all have got to sleep, and
some iu the darkness of their minds have wan-
dered far frem the Lord, and have committed sins
that in their own estimation and judgment canse
them to feel that they are worthy of damuation
for having violated their holy covenants. Aud
does the Lord goto and cut them off? Or does
he send a chustisement and destroy them with
plague, and sweep them off from the earth? No,
this is not the tone of our Heavenly Father to us
this day, but His voice to us is, that if we will
now turn from and forsake our sins and draw
uear unto him, that He will forgive and never
cause the sins of this people to be remembered
against them, but will blot them out from His
remembrance forever. What unboanded love and
tender mercy are here evidenced to this people,
while asieep, and enveloped in the dark shadows
of death to that fearful extent that the word sleep
will notsproperly express the state of the peopla.
We have been mesmerized and counid not be
brought out of it without the most extraordinary
means being used. We had become like ‘ice-
bergs,” we were so cold aud dead, that when

Prest. Young got up to speak he could not free

his mind, and has not been abla to do so for the
last several ti nes that he has spoken, feeling that
there was not room in our hearts to receive his
words. And what a sight was it in Israel to see
the Social Hall filled with the chief suthorities and
Elders of the chureh, a body of men, upon
whom rests the respensibility of adininistering
galvation to this earth and its inhabitants, and to
see such a fog there, and such darkness that the
residency could not there free their minds, but had
to lift the almighty sledge hammer to break the
flinty rock. The mesmerism of the devil was so
great, so strong thit it required the most stringent
tezchirgs to bring the people to the standard of
iruth, and to a sense of their condition.

This you have all reslized more or Jess in
our wards, and at your habitations, truly
awflul it has been to contemplate. Yet for
all this the word of the Lord unto us is

not judgment, nor pestilence, nor plague, nor

| famine, nor sword, if we will now awake, repent

and live our religion.

Whoso confesseth and forsaketh his sins shall
find mercy, but they who do not, have not the
promise of merey. I wish this morning to
warn you against takivg a course which will
prevent the blessings and werey of God com-
ing unto you, for now is the time that is most
exceedingly oppoirtone in the faver of God,

We uli have been taught and do understand that |28d it isatime that will work upon those that
the time in which we live is a time of times® a | &Fe transgressors, that are dishonest with them-

time when the consummation of that which is great

and good, and which has been promised shall be |

brought about here upon the earth; a time when
characters shall make and do make their appenr-
ance upon the esrth who have been reserved for
the performance of this work, for generstions,—
It has not been for them to lubor in the flosh in
former dispensatious, but they have been reserved
until now ia order that the greater purposes of
Geod may in this dispeasation be accomplished,
that all who are in Christ may be gathered inone,
and a work be dous in this our day, which has
uever been done before. Al the revelations and
prophecies go to show and declare this. We live
then ina time of timeg; we live among, as we

may see, those who are men of men, rulers of

rulers, forsuchT hold those who are rulers in
Zion to be, and they are taking hold of those
principles, of that knowledgs and that power,
which shall qualify them to sway such a sceptre
of righteousness as has never been exercised over
the earth. These qualifications we could see in
our prophet that has gone, and also in others that
are with us.

With these men befors us hers continmally,
wo have seen examplified a messure of that
knowledge, uuderstanding and power that is offor-
ed us in thekeys of the endowment that are giv-
en in the House of the Lord, by which we may
grow to a knowledge of all that affects onr salva-
tion and exaltation in His kingdom. This man-
ifests a degree of liberality, a degree of munifi-
cencq such as has never been bestowed upon the
pecple generally in any age of ti e world.  Weare
indebted to the Lord our God, for this knowledge.
and are responsible to him for the use wa muke
of it, for He has not given us all this that we may
feast our souls and sit down and go to sleep. He
has not given it to us for this purpose, but for us to
act upon it and by the use of it become strong to
carry out his work on the earth. He has given
us this power and means of obtaining knuwﬁge
from the heavens, that we may exsrcise the prin-
ciples of righteousners and truth, in order to
prove ourselves worthy of those greater things
thatare yet in store for the faithful, and that are
vet to b2 revealed, throngh a constant scene of
trial and of proving. t hi s been the easein
Israel? Why the fuct has been thut as soon as
the people got those blessings which they obtain
in the ‘House of the Lord,’ that seemed to be the
end of the law unto them, it seemed to be the
height of their ambition, and they sat down and

weut t3 sleep, or became covetous and greedy of

guin, whereas the powers conferred were tools or
instramen's in their hands to enable them o work
for God. -

This is the eourse that has been pursued by the
people generally, and those whom we can say the
least of in relation to transgression have some
sius to atone for and make restitution. We have
been nearly all more or less in the dark. Yes,
all the quorams in the church except the First
Presidency, God be thanked his’ light and power
has been in them to watch, while the rest have
slumbered. The Twelve take this as strongly to
themsezlves asany,and have acknow thatthey

have been asleep. Yet we have been ubroad la- [ry man that

innddo our duties that the light may

'gelves and  with others, apd that will endea-
vor Lo avoid the truth and shun the light, ‘aveid
' the Btandard “and add sin 10 fransgression, the
Liord God will harden their hearts thut they can-
not enter into His merey. Althoagh we thus
speuk we have the assuranca that the peopls will
as a people with heart-feit penilience and obe-
dierce tarn uuto Him aud be saved. Thera
never was a time in this dispeusstion or in any
other that has been so full of mercy in His
calling npon us and giving ns &n opportu-
nity to feel a‘ter Him, and if we do this We
ghail find Him to be a God at hand and not afar
oft’; we shall find him in our habitations and it is
for every man having the priesthood to seek after
God with all his might, mind und strenpth, and to
obtain the spirit and power of his ealling and or-
dination. There are agreat many smong us who
have not yet cbtained this spirit and pewer.—
There is a<great difference among thoss who
dwell in the light of Zion. Some walk in the
light of others, and some walk haviug the light in
themselves. Tlere are those, and alwuys have
been, and alwavs will be, wiiile saviors und saved
dwell together, that walk in the light of others,
and do not get it into their own souls. They do
not seem to think that they ought to or can have
the light in themselves, If you look you have anil-
lustration of it in the difference that exits in the
heavenly bedies. The sun has light of itself to
warm the earth and the inhabitants of the earth,
has power to give heat, light and vegetation to
this earth, and to other heavenly bodies. The
moon and other planets do not appear to have

light of themselves, but they reflect the light of
the sun.

Itis right and our duty brethren, for us to take
the light that is offured, and to take hold of
the counsel that is now given to us and
turn frem our errors, make all that is crook-
ed s t,and make restitution to all that we
have injured that we may go into the walers
of baptism and come outclean from everything
that would hinder us from receiving the light, und
that we may receive the Holy'Ghost; that it may
be our constant companion, that the light of the
Lord may beinus. If all things are not made
right with each other we shall not be in a posi-
tion to obtain the blessings promised, but if we
make all right the Holy Spiiit will be poured out
ami.be a light to our feet und a lainp to our path.
We shail by it receive strength and power to mag-
| nify our ealling. This s the duty of our men,
and it is the duty of our women to seek this light
and strength, and this help from th: Lord. Bat
it is especially the daty of men, the Klders of

| Israel, itis for them to lay held, by the power of

faith, and by their pries hood. Yes, brethren, if
we have been mesmerised it is for us to wake u

go fort

from us to others. Thhis is not done in a week,
nor in a month, but by a constant series of works
and diligence, and that will bring the light of hea-
ven upon us which has been shut oat from our

souls. As you see that some of your breth-
ren that inister to yon in your warde,
increase in the power of their callings so eve-

a part in the priesthood

-must prevail and obtain favdr with God, and

‘and to flight.

—

light in himself, get rid of his sins, and all his
hardaess of heart, for®e time is coming when
everything that cau be shaken will be shaken, and
we must have this light and strength within us,

try our souls. Of course when we got dull and

paralized, our duties were left for some one else to
do.

failed to maguify tieir callings. They have look-
ed over the Teachers, the Bishops and High Couu-
cils, ana their was no aathority but the First

such has been the duliness of the quorams and
the condition of the people generally that they
seemed lifeless until the Presidency bhave had te
bear the burdens, discharge the responsibilities
and perfoerm the labors of nearly every other
quornm and eouncil in the church.

Who is there that lins any part of the priest-
hood, and who has received his endowments but
that ought to be able to administer in his house-
hold all those things which are necefsary faor life
and salvation? They ought to Ye ready at all
tiutes to manifest their anthorivy as men of God,
and administer not ounly to all in their families but
to'perform the duaties which they owe to the
church aud the world also.

Surely tosay we have been ‘asleep’ does not
tell the condition we ‘were in, but néw, notwith-
starding all our transgressions, backslidings, hard-
ness of heart, and blindness of mind whoso con-
fesseth and fersaketh his sins shall find mercy.—
What a broad saying it is of the Prophet
Brigham.that we shail be forgiven of all our sins,
except such as cannot be forgiven ju this world
vorin that which is to come. What an extent of
kindness and merey is now, revealed unto us by
our Heavenly Father in this accepted time which
is peculiarly u day of salvation.

I will tell you how I feel about it; I consider
that those who wili not make a thorough work of it
and obtain the Holy Spirit to dwell in them, it
wili be a bard case for them ever to find favor with
the Lord. 1

If you and I and all Israel had lived up to our
privileges What might we have been able to do for
the kingdom? In purity and in pewer we conld
have iucreased the numbers and strength of it
mightily, we could have had that fuith that ene
would chase a thousand and two put ten thouns-
It is" a power that will disperse
wickedness, and the words of righteousness will
be falt lika the voice of thunders; men liave now
_got to arouse themselves to activity and power
in works of righteousness and faith. The First
Presidency huve been drawing us too long. - *

[ do not feel 1o detain you much longer as
br. Kimbali and br. Welis have come in, bat
will say a few words more. We have now
offered to us the great and glorious blessings
of God's favor renewed upon us. If we luy hold
of this by fuith and obtain the strength of our
calling in the spirit and power thereof, it seems
lo_me that we shall be blest far beyond our pres-
ent or past conecepioas. When I think of this I
feel like exhorting (he people to take hold and get
the spirit and power of their calling, for sil can
plead guilty of neglecting their duty, if they are
not guiity of ‘more and overt transgressicns.

Now if we will do to all as we wish them to
do unto us we shall be prepared (o sit down in the
presence of God and our Elder Brother, and then
we can be one with them and they withus. Do
not let it be so, that while the door of merey is
open, that any will seal it against themselves,
for it woald have been better for themn not to have
been born.

Thesa ars the times for us to wake up and take
hold 'with the energies of our souls that light may
come back to us and that we may have light in
our undersiandings, that we may have power to

things that are required at our hands, and I can
say, brethren and sisters, that in futare it shall be
my study, my faith, and my prayer and my la-
bor to obtain these blessings with yon, and to
staud in my place and calling and obtain grace to
magnify them, and have [aita like those who have
gone before us, that are and have beén labering
before us, and they are all laboring now,
they are waitlng and watching for the comple-
ticn of the work that is Jaid apon us, that
they may receive the blessings and promises
given to them in ages that are gone. Itis not
to be wondered at when we contemplate the
condition of the world what a wvast deal iz de-
' pending upon our exertions, but when we look
ot the extent of our (oilies it is wonderful that the
Lord should give us such wholesale forgiveness.
For the suke of curselves, our families, the livin
and the dead, we should ell turn to God with I'uﬁ
purpose of heart and sanctify ourselves that there
may be a people whom he will delight to ownand
bless, that he may fully establish 1his work aud
egtablish righteousness upon the earth fgr ever.

May the Lord grant us power to do this, in the
name of Jesas Christ: Amen.
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‘What was you a-Sayin’ of?? ~

The following illuslration of legal badger-
ing and mystifying of a witness in our courts,
we copy from the Knickerbocker:—

The cagse was one of assaunlt and battery;
with attempt to kill, was first inserted in the
leadings, but subsequently withdrawn, there
eing not the slightest ground for maintaining
or attempting fo maintain that portion of the
‘declaration’ then and there made, at the times,
time, or half-a-time, ‘therein before men-
tioned.?

The case was called before a ‘full bench’—
one member of which had been on the bench

ears of age, a shoemaker and sheedealer; and
n both eapacities, an upright, honorable man.
The counsel for the defendant rose:—
‘This, gentlemen of the jury, is a plain
case. You have heard the statement of the

or we never shall stand the times that are yet to ]

Quorums, families and individuals have alike ' P

Presidency coold settle a little family dispute; !

administer to those around us, and to do those)

before; having been, before he was twenty-one |

363

get | prosecutor: I shall ask you now to hear mine,

on behalf of my injured client. -I shall use &
few words. Few words are needed, save in
cases where confusion and bewilderment of
reason are necessary to befog the mind of a
ju-ror. All that we want, if I understand the
- case rightly, is a-legal curtailed abbreviation,
compressing all the general particulars. Act-
ing upon this labor-saving anl time-preserving -
rinciple, I shall now proceed, under the di-
'rection of this honorable court, to cross-ex-
amine the first witness called by the prosecu-
tion in this case. ~

‘John Jones!™ Nt

A lame man, his right hand palsied, his hair
ell awry, and looking as if he had had a hard
night of it, hobbled up on the stand.

‘You have sworn in this case,’ said the coun-
sel for the aefendant, ‘that you saw an assauit
made by my client, the prisoner at the bar,
upon the person of the prosecutor in the pres-
ent case?’

‘Yes; I did.’

‘Oh! you did! The court will observe that
'this is one of the two classes of witnesses that
professional gentlemen of the law have an
| especial disgust at encountering: a too willing,
| or a too un-willing witness. However—?
| ‘Permit me, sir—hold up your head!—if vou
|are not about to swear to a falsehood, look
upon the court, the jury, and this large and
intelligent andience.?

‘Yes, sir—I expect to—that is exactly what
I expected, what I wanted to do.?

“Yes, no doubt; you wanted to do ity but you
were over-ruled—yon were tampered with.
Never mind, (with a wink to the jury) we’il
try to get the truth out of you, any how, des-
pite the most ingenious prevarication.?

‘Well, sir, let me ask you, in the first place,
did you have an unelouded view—were your
optics undimmed—were your eyes all right—
when you saw my client, previous to resorting
to corporeal extremities, attempt to coerce anl
preponderate upon the excited fears of the pro-
gecutor in this case?’ |

8ir?? was the interrogatory answer.

‘I say—I ask you for the second time, ‘Did
you see any person attempt to aggravate the
fears, and enhance the appreheusions of my
| client??

‘I don’t know—I might, perhaps.
was you a-sdyin’ of 7

“The court will pleaseto observe: I agked the
witness as to his personal evidence in this case,
whether hie himself saw the offence conimitted
| —I mean, of course; the aiieged offence. I
( shall now put to him a direet and unevadeable
question.’ . |
| *“I ask you now. Didyouhave an unclonded
| view—were your opties andimmed when you
saw this person—this individual—this prisoner
at the bar, raise his muscular arm, and attempt
' to coerce and preponderate upon the already
| sufficiently excited fears of my client?’

‘Sir?” asked the wilness completely dumb-
' founded. r

“The court will observe,’ said the advocate,
‘that the witness desires to prevaricate. Hea
‘delays an answer to my iuterrogation, which,
as your honor must have seen, was a very sim-

le one, in order to make up a reply that wiil
Eu'ld water. But we shall see about that?

“Now, sir, I ask you agzain (look mein the
face, sir, and the eourt, and the jury, sir.) did
you see this person; this man, this individual,
did ‘you see this prisoner, here present at the
bar of this court, did you gee him raise, as [
have said, his musenlar and out-stretched arm,
and endeavor to excite and exaggerate the
already greatiy excited fears of my client??

¢Sir,” asked the witness again: ‘I am afraid
I don’t understand you. What was you a-
' sayin’ of ¥

‘he lawyer tarned to the court, with a lu-
dicrous expression of astonishment, and said:

*The witness does not understand melll?

“Iine court,? in the person of Judge W——, a
good deal of a wag, quietly remarked;

‘If the counsel would use less circumlocn-
tion, his case would be much plainer stated.’

‘What does your honor mean?’

‘I mean, 8iry said the judge, ‘that you cover
| a large piece of bread with a very small piece
of butter, Askthe witness if he saw a blow
given and to whom.’

Coungel here said to witness: ‘Did you see
him strike him?’

#f did—and he knoc¢ked him down.’

‘Why dido’t you say so, before?’ asked the
connsel, W :

“2Cause you didn’t ask me.” answered the
witness.

. And he was perfectly right. He had hot
asked the question.

T A el N e %

UnravegHTt Wives.—A country lass, not
long married, was told by her hnsband to boil
him some eggs, aud to ‘bhoyle ’em soft’ He
went ont.a while, and on his return they were
boiling, but not ready. He waited long, and
then shouted, “Are those eggs noan ready yet?
‘Naw,” said she, ‘they are niu'; for, sitho,
aw've bha;ylt 'm aboon an heawer, un thir ne
gofter yet.” Now, he did not care much about
thisy but when he saw her take the child’s
night-cap off its head to boeil his-dumpling in
one morning, he declared that *he could’nt
ston it.>—[Sketches of Lancashire Life.

e T B
Goop Apvice —Build good school houses, em-
by competent teachers, and make s uly an
amusement and a pleasure instead of a drag, as it
now is—and what then? Why, we may soon le
able to ticket our prison doors with a ‘For Rent.’
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5" Here is the eleventh commandment. “Thon
shalt not carry off' the editor’s exchanges, uuless
thou art sure he is done with them; neither shalt
thou talk to him when reading proof or writing,
ltut he got angry aad kick thee out of the sanc-
um.

But what




