somewhere, a8, thelr breath, ke the
i)altle, could be pmelt afar off—further
off each succeeding time. It is nole-
worthy that, towards the lasat, mfter
they had tried their scheme Lhree or
four times, they left ofl' swearing alto-
gether, and In many cases, went ofl
smiling and even laughing aloud. This
shows that the treatment ipside was
overcome by the #‘trenling’’ outside;
but where the supplies came from in
leit to conjecture.

—

LEGISLATIVE MISTAKES.

W E regret to see the action taken on
the sugar bounty bill In the Utah
Houss of Representatives. The bil) to
encourage the manufacture of sugar in
this Territory was killed on Tuesday,
by a vote of 12 to 11,

We nre gratified at the stand takeu
fn favor of the billby Mr. Lawrence
who, we understand, ia 8 Republican;,
and Mr. Olson who is 8 stalwart Dem-
Dcr‘ut. They both spoke strongly in
support of the measure, and gave rea-
song for ite papeage which ihould have
had weight with members of both
housee,

We are Inclined to think that a too
figld regard for what is sBupposed to be
Deinocratie doctrine Influenced some
metnbers in reference io this messure.
It §s true that on general principles the
party is opposed to subsidies. The bi}l
in guestion is in ite nature protective.
For these reassons no doubt some gen-
‘tlemen voted agalust the bill. But
there are and should be exceptions to
We believe this to be one

every rule.
of them.

Protection s a geod thing withiu
‘vertain limits, The most ardent Demo-
oratic advocate of terfl’ reform de-
sirea the proiection that comes ingi-
dentally from a tarifl for revenue,and
every sagacious statesman knows that
a tgo cloee application of a rule, par-
ticularly in exceptional cases, is dis-
astrous, A subsidy under scme con-
ditions may be the very wliseat legie-
lation, VVe regard the present instapoe
as one of them.

The Utah sugar worke have been n
source of pride to the people of this
Territory and have galned the applause
of the country. They couid not have
gtarted without the legislative aid af-
forded them, and s temporury con.
tinuance of needed help would notonly
have encouraged the Lehl enterprise,
but prompted further efforts of a similar
kind in other parts of Utah. We do
pot believe tbat the kiling of the sugar
hill was etther good party politics or
sound political ecomomy. It was 8
mistake, however, that might possibly
be repaired before the close of the
pesalon.

THE DESERET WEEEKLY!

TINKERING THE CONSTITUTION,

Apropor of the situstion in Utah the
8t, Paul Fonecr, Freas of February 4th
hag the followiug:

“The anxjety felt by cerfain of our
legislators to have Utah admitted to the
Union has driven them to that last resort
of intreducing an A mendment to the Con-
stitation. The amendment in this caze
torbids the existence of polygamy in the
United States, and it has, of course, but

one_ reason for being, which isto allow

Utah to acquire statehood. The idea of
tinkering the Congtitution in order to suit
the exigencies of every occasion and of
any section is objectionable at any time
and whatever the pretext, but in
thin caso it is ut'erlv nseless.. While
nember of distinguished and well mean-
ing poople have interested 1hemselves
in the case of Utal's admission, it is very
doubtful whether the country atlarge
will puffer il that eveunt is postponed in-
definitely, or whether the best interesta
of Utnh horself demand its speedy con-
summation. As forthe polygamy ques-
tion, ft 1s settlingy itself with reasonable
rapidity, It is Dot a problem that re-
quires constitutional amendment for its
solving. The advice which profited Bo-
Peop concerning her waysward charges
may serve the champions of Utah con-
cerning her lost sheep—**l¢t them alone,”
and the final result will be eminently
satisfactory.!”

The iden thal the Constitution of the
United Btates should be amended for
the purpose of reaching an em-
phatically ‘‘dend issue,’’ or that, it
alive, would be nothing more tban a
local disturbance {n oue remote part of
the country,has aiways secmed to us ab-
surd. But we care little about it any-
how, and the Constitution tipkers
may hammer away, make much ade
about npothing and geek to pgain
notoriety with their nonsense. It may
please them; it wili not hurt ue; and the
enly objection we would offer to their
work isthat it would make that grand
fnstrument ridiculous which is now
aod ought to remain the pride of every
American.citizen. '

NATURAL BUT NOT MAGNANIMOUS

THAT wae a pretty ‘‘rough” inter-
view between the retiring and incom-
Jng Governors of Nebraska on Monday
—not tough in the sense of being hard,
aneven, or any other of the dictionary
definitions, hut simply o because de-
void of the customary amenities, and
characterized hy acerbity on one side
ut the beginning, with mutua) asperit.
ies and ranklings at the close.

It seemn that, on being apprired of

| Governor Thayer’s willlngness to sur-

render the place to him, Governor
Boyd at once set out for Lincoln, and
without ado or delay presented himeelf
at the executive office for the purpose
of taking charge. Being met ot the
threshold by the outgolng official,
Thayer Jjnquired, politely enough,
after the other’s physical! condltion, at
the eame tlme extending bis hand.
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But Boyd gave' no snswer and refuged
the proffered olive branch. “Do I yn-
derstand that you refuse to sbake handg
with me?’’ sald Thayer. ““Ygu mny
80 uunderstand 1t,” replled Boyd.
“Very well, it is n matter of the ut-
most fndiflerence to me,’? said Thayer,
88 he retired.

1t is scnrcely worthy “of question by

Governor Boyd had grounds Yor feel-
ing somewhat sore over the treatment
he had received at the hands of his
opponent—the latter, by the bye, hav-
ing but little support at the hands of
his own party and only abdicating
thus early by reason of the direct pres-
sure brought to bear upon him by his
attorneys.

Of course the present executive has
been put to great annoysnce, fucosn.

of bumiliation, and all with but slight
if any foundation, for which the ex-

official was personally to blame, And
yet it hardly seems in accordance with
advanced methods and the mostnap-
proved sentiment to utterly refuse s
tender of frieodship, or & mark of
courtesy, even though such tender was
only making a virtue of necessity and
was io fact s hollow-hearted pretense,
However, Governor Boyd understands
the situntion better than we do, snd
he certainly knows hls own mind, ng
past evenls have abundantly shown.

——

EDMUNDS ON THE POLITICAL DRIFT

Ex-8eNATOR EDMUN DS, of Vermont,
bas an article in the »orum for Febru-
ary under the suggestive Ltitle of
“Perils of Qur National Elections.
He maintains that practices that were
fare of unknown in our early history
are becoming more and more common,
“‘whereby injustice and unrepublican
advantages are sought and gaiped.’?
He predicts that if the point shall be

reached when ‘‘these practices of
chicanery 1{io politice shall have
poisoned the communities of the

majorily, or even a less number of the
Htates, there will be an end of the
liberties of the people.”” He contends
that true liberty is opposed to fraud
and injustice, as truth 18 to falsehood,
Of course, everybody ought to know
that, butsome people are not impressed
hy a self-evident truth unpless it 18 ms-
serted by some person who has become
notable..

The astute statesman throwe himeelf
loose as he contemplates the nationak
political driit, and says substautially
that when that point of degradation
to which be refors ia reached, the vota~

ties of such methods me those defiped
hy bim should throw off nll disguire or
preteuse to rectitude and join in an

Vétiiénce and expense, to sny nothing

even the mogt ardent Republican that -



