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missouri in the summergummer of 1840 when
the call for the battalion waiwae madeyouyeu sayeay that the history of that batta-
lion ja thrustbruit into this book toin a form
to show that a mighty hardshipharB bip was
inflicted upon the mormon peoplespeopled by
that callscall and that soBO intent tola thewriterwriter in making that portrayal that
hebe does not seegee when he gives hishia own
cabe away P you then give what you
call the real history of the matter in
which you affirm thatthal the calling of
the battalion aslan act of unqualified
mercy on the part of the Governgovernmentmen
in response to a petition furfor relief majadv
by the cormonsmormons themselvestheo Melvea when
theyathey were scattered or thrust out upon

the frontfrontierlerP soeo desperatelydesperateky poor that
they could not move s

now mr editor if your time hadbad
been low limited and you had read the
wholewhale instead of a portion of the chap-
ter from which you quote or granting
thatabat you did read it ailsall itif you hadbad pe-
rused it a little more carofcarefullyu ily you
would have found that I1 had not failed
to give the government all due credit
for what you term itsita act of un
qualified mercy and which I1 myself
believe was not designed as an un-
friendly move butut rather the reverse
onoin the part of uncle sam toward the
homeless and migrating saints in the
paragraph cited I1 merely strove to show
how the main body of the mormonscormonsMor mons
at that time received the startling
news that five hundred of their bestbeat
men were wanted by the government
UW assist in the war against mexico it
is their view at that time not my view
at this time that is given in the his-
tory this is evident from the closing
words of the quoted paragparagraphgraphs in
which however your typo and proo-
freader are responsible for a slight
mistake I1 said such was the subject
anaa it presented itself to them 1 not as
you make me sayeay such was the sub-
ject which presented itself to them
are you prepared to prove that this was
not the case that the main body of the
MorWor mons did not feeleel as I1 say they
did when the call for the battalion first
came to them I1 think not no ampre
than you are prepared to prove
that they were so desperately poor
that they could not movesmove for they
hadbad already moved across iowa and it
lain a well known fact that they contem-
plated sending their pioneers to thevoltbocky mountains to look out a home
for the people in the summer of 1846
and that the call for the battalionsbattalion
however kindly meant delayed the
departure of those pioneers until the
following springug all these things are
set forth in my history you must
remember my dear sirair that however
clearly you and I1 may see the subject
nowinow the mormonscormons at that time were
notinot in possession of any information
that would lead them to look at thetbt
matter in the light that you do or even
that the poor mentally color blind
author of the history is now able to do
captain allenalien the government re-
cruitingcr officer from fort Leavleaven-
worth

exi
had arrived upon the missouri

andana set the whole mormon camp in
consternation before elder little and
colonel kane who were betterbelter posted
than their friends on the frontier as to
the purpose of the government in call-
ing for the battalbattalionioD had arrived from
washington now as to giving my
case away 2 because I1 speak two pages
over of a farewell ball given to the

battalion prior to their departure for
fort leavenworth and indicate that
the young followsfellows who had

and were about to
leave sweethearts wives
friendstriendi perhaps forever enjoyed tabrathem-
selves attherallthetAll this certainly duesdoes
riotnot prove thatchat the call for the battalion
was not startling in its nature nor thalthai
the subsequent partings were not
painful there waswag a ball at brussels on
the eve Waterlooofoe and british sol01
auerse w and sweethearts were there enol01ng themselvesOes luin the dance findand

the lamps shoneabone woroer fair women
and brave men but this did not
preclude after the battle had begun
those sudden partings such as pres
the life from out young heartelcearto and
choking sighs that neer might be re-
peated s nor had the anticipated
strife prevented those warriors from re-
laxing for a few hours their stern na-
tures and indulging in the festivity if
these mormon soldiersloldiere at parting with
their wives and sweethearts did not
throw themselves down and paw the
earth and bellow it is because they were
men worthy of toethe uniform they were
to wear and of the cause they had en-
listed to defend it does not prove
that they did feelfee nor doesdoeg that fare-
well ball tell that there was rejoin
ings throughout all the mormon campscampe
when the notice was received that the
government had concluded to accept

volunteers etc it was merely
the favorite mormon method of throw-
ing off care exemplified a hundred
times by brigham young and his
people tirethe merry merry mormonscormonsMor mons
during and after their long and arduous
pilgrimage across the desolate plates
again you say that the battalion
when it enlisted did not expect to
meet an open foe in the field cali-
fornia being conquered practically
then and the indomitable kearney
was going ahead of this battalion
now mr editor is this real history
or only one of those ideals which
your fancy has awakened through
long devotion to a causedcause california
was nearly two thousand miles away
with no railroads no telegraphs inter-
vening it took news six months to
travel from the missouri river to the
pacific coast and vice versa how
could the battalion have expected not
to meet an open foe in the fieldfields when
it was for the purpose of such a meet-
ing that its members hadbad enlisted theyth
did not know that california was acsicscoff

practically at the time of their
enlistment the government did not
know it I1 or it would not have sent the
battalion even kearneyki arney did not
know it though he had left fort
leavenworth and was marching
toward santa pefe which he cap
bared it was from that point that
he sent the battalion under colonel
cook to southern california via new
mexico and arizona while hebe took a
shorter route and reached the coast be-
fore them after learning en route that
fremontFremoDt had defeated the mexicans
driven them southward and taken pos-
session of the country in the name of
thebe united states the mormon batt-
alion on leaving the missouri river
yes and on leaving santa fesfe did ex

to meet the foe and according to
colonel cooke made the greatest infan-
try march on record for the pupurposer pose of
meeting them that the fighting was
over before they arrived was not their

fault norbor waswag it according to their ex-
pectationpectation evidently there is more
than one writer in utah who toIs an
advocate and not a judge who does
not render a dispassionate opinionion
who does not realize that he isie writ-
ing something which in the very
nature of things in many places would
be lm ls

As to your strictures on the des-
criptioncrip tion givengilen in my book of the
mountain meadows masamassacreacre that
awful crime which all citizens of utah
deplore and danoudenouncenae lotlet me tell you
that there Is more truth in the account
there given than in any other that has
found its way into print true I1 have
notnet laid the responsibility for it at
the door of the mormon church and
sought to implicate the innocent with
the guilty as some chroniclerschroniclera have
done but I1 have told a plain story
and a truthful one so far as the truth
is known to me after faithful and dili-
gent research and I1 have not sought
to shield the guilty nurnor shade the glar-
ing horror of crime you say that
the fact that no effort was ever made

by those in authority by neither
brigham young nor all his host to
bring these wretched who perpetratedrated
that mass tore to justice is concealed
not sogo I1 have simply not touched
upon that phase of the subject I1 pro-
pose to do so however in the second
vovolumelunie when the trial of john A lee
will be fu ly treated brigham young
at that trial give his reasons for not
taking the initiative in the matter of
bringing the guilty to justice he
boughtinough tin all fairness to be heard before
be is condemned I1 propose to give
himim a hearing that is the part of a
judge I1 believe while to deny it
would better become canan advocate

you also affirm that judges and
governors are criticisedcriticized in the same
spirit that we have seen them year af-
ter year in the NEWS 11 the
NEWS can speak for itself all I1 have
to say is that I1 have deemed it my
duty to tell the truth of men and have
abused non enor doi intend to do so
but men must stand by the records they
make nor blame the historian if with
all hihisa good will and charity toward
them their setsacts are not wholly con-
cealedce skied 11 judge brocchus randemade a
fool afpff in public judge14dru was botbothh a liar and a
libertine and judge credlebaughcradlebaugh
sought to make a whole community re
p kalble for the crimes of certain in-
dividualsdividuals Is history to pass over and
ignore such should the faults
and mistakes of brigham young and
toethe mormonscormonsMormons and not the faults and
mistake of moderalfederal officials and the
gentiles be included in the history of
utah I1 am sure I1 hivebavespukeDspoken high-
ly otof the majority of01 the judges sent
to the territory sucheuch as judge reed
judge shaver judge hinneykanney et al
as the facts will show but you say
that golgovernors as well as judges are
criticisedcriticized there were only twotwo
governors of utah during the period
covered by volume one they were
biggham young and alfred gummingcumming
one a mormon the other a gentile
then according to your own state-
ment I1 have been impartial as to
them yes I1 believe Gogovernorvornor
young ha I1 his faults and op pages

and the history says so
and I1 believe Govergovermorvor cumming bad
his faults but they were pretty


