
THE DESERET WEEKLY
thoughtless and indifferent in regard to
the principles of life and salvation now
these principles should be our theme
now we should love them where be-
fore we sought to lay up treasures on
earth now we should seek to lay up
treasures in heaven our chief object
should be the accomplishment of gods
purposes upon the earth we should
not live for the building of railroads and
the development of mines and farms
and the building of houses etc what-
ever we do of this kind should be done
with the view of accomplishing the pur-
poses of the lord in the earth and for
maeng man happy and bringing about

that was intended in our being
upon the earth As adam fell that we
might come to the earth and obtain
tabernacles so- we have come to the
earan that we might have joy in the

sence of our father who dwells ingpresenceEreeaven that is the design of our
father and the object of our being
therefore our hearts must not be ssett
upon the things of this world Bbutut
we seek first the kingdom of god and
his righteousness all other things that
are necessary for us our father will add
unto us though he may not accom-
plish it this year he will do some of it
this year and some next year till
finally we will inherit all things

but in order that we have relief
from our sins and comebackcome back intoinlo the
presence of godatgod it is necessary not only
that we should believe and be babaptizedsized
but that we should repent also followflow
ing the doctrine of faith in god is the
doctrine olof repentance as peter declar-
ed on the day of pentecost unto those
who had slain the savior or had con
dented to his death they were
gathered in great numbers and many
were convinced under the instructions
otof the inspired apostle of god theyrhey
were pricked jnin their hearts and said

men and brethren what shall we do
peterpeler answered them repent and be
baptized every one oiof you in the name
of jesus christ for the remission of sinssins
and ye shall receive the gift of the holy

v ghost what a glorious promise that
was to the people on that dayclay if it
was the truth inthein the days of peter isayI1 say
it is the truth today it11 it was necessary
then that a man should repent of his

i sins and should humble himself before
the lord and enter into the waters of
baptism lorfor otof and
receive the holy in order that
he might aleaseplease god and know his mind
and will 1 say it is the same today the
gospel given then is the gospel given
today for the gospel revealed to us is
that given by jesus christ himself and
he has given to10 us the holy ghost that
precious gift that was so valuable in
those days and that would remind and
bring to the attention of the followers otof
the savior all that he had taught them
and show them things to come

now we have these books that were
spoken of yesterday the bible the
book of mormon and the book of
doctrine and covenants and they are
very valuable but I1 say this church
could not run an hour with all the boons
that were ever published it is not
possible to run the church of god with
books it must be by the living oracles
of god it must be by the men who are
authorized by the son of god himself
to stand at the head of the people and
to teach them you cannot organize a
ward you cannot organize a quorum you
cannot do one thing in building up the
kingdom of god only by the living

oracles you must have them all the
time where a church has not the living
oracles where a church has not men
who speak as one having authority as
jesus spoke I1 saysav that that is not the
church of god there must be the
men of god there must be the apostle-
ship there must be the priesthood there
must be the organization of the church
in all its perfection and power that is
what god has revealed to us and it is
the reason that this work has
prospered has it ever grown less
no if there has ever been a fall-
ing away of one has there not been an
addition of a hundred the church
has increased and grown right straight
along and there are people by tens of
thousands in these valleys who know
the gospel is true if any man has re-
ceived the gospel of jesus christ and
has lived it he knows the gospel is
true that knowledge is a part of the
work it is a part of the principles that
men should know otof the doctrine you
take every assertion of the doctrine
laid down by the son of god and
you will find that he makes it posi-
tive on the day of pentecost peter
said repent and be baptized every
one of you in the name olof jesus christ
fir the remission of you sins and ye
shall receive the gift of the holy ghost
he did not or
haps you will obtain that precious boon
but he said ye shall receive the gift of
the holy ghost when the son otof
man himself was questioned by the
jews who wanted to know why he
came to teach them when he was not
an educated man and hadbad not been
finished in the schools of the day he
said my doc rine is not mine but his
that sent me it any man will do his
will he shall know of the doctrine
whether it be of god or whether I1
speak of myself now I1 say that the
latter day saints have received the
doctrine and have done the will of god
and know otof the doctrine they
have gathered together and they have
built temples and are laboring for the
salvation of this world today as no
other people on this earth are doing
and as no other people can do for there
is no other people that has the gospel
all of them have some truth it would
be a miserable system of salvation if no
truth were in it but I1 say itif you were
to nine tenths of the truths try
to make up mans salvation you would
tailfail you must have the whole truth or
the system is not complete and perfect
I1 speak with all due respect otof the
religious denominations of the world
I1 have the same protoprofoundund respect for
every denomination that I1 ask them to
grant me for I1 am pleased to have peo
pie christian in their feeling and to
have them believe in jesus christ it
is much better than to have them infi-
del but when you find the church
that has the authority of god with
whom god is laboring all the time you
will see men who stand up like men
with authority and with power and not
as the scribes and pharisphariseesees we do
know ot what we teach and we have
hundreds of thousands of people today
that can bear us witness would I1 dare
stand before this congregation if it were
not full of people who know that what
I1 say is true thousands here would
hold up their right hands and take a
solemn oath if it were necessary that
they know this is the gospel that jesus
has established that it is his church
and that his purposes are being fulfilled

in the earth what have we left our
homes for had we no need to come
up here only to do the will of the
lord the spirit of this work gathers
the people we never tooklook up an
argument with the people to convince
them that they need to come here
why in many instances we have to try
and quiet their nerves and keep them
from gather ingining in order that the church
abroad may be strong enough to sus-
tain the elders in the missionary field
I1 have thought we have depleted our
missions more than we ought to have
done I1 am not questioning my breth-
ren who preside over me and have
directed these affairs but these have
been the sentiments of my heart that we
have allowed the people to gather more
rapidly than was wise in view of the
desire to spread abroad the principles
of eternal truth in the world

now we stand before the world and
are willing to be questioned in private
and in public and we say to the world
believe on the lord jesus christ re-
pent of your sins and be baptized for
the remission of boose sins and you
shall obtain a remission of sins and an J

entrance into the kingdom otof god and I1

you shall receive the holy ghost and
shall know of the doctrine then
everything will be new to you for you
will see as the world do not see
although we mingle with the world and i

the world is among us do they see and
teefeel and understand and believe as we
do no bu there isis a magic some
thing about the latter day saints that
the world admires there is a feeling
a spirit and an influence over the coun
try where the latter day saintssainta dwell
that wins people and draws their affec-
tions and their attention and they love
to be among us we are possibly the
most remarkable people today in the
world only a little handaband lul but looked
upon as an important people in these
united states attracting more attention
perhaps than any other section of the
country this isi because the lord is
with us he is overruling and moving
among the nations of the earth it is
not what he is accodaccomplishingPLsi i g hherere
alone by his people but Hhee iiss mmovingving
upon the spirits of men softening their
hearts and preparing the way for the
gospel to be introduced throughout the
world and the people to be gathered
from among all nations then we say
welcome I1 what a welcome was given
here yesterday and will be again to-
night what a welcome is always given
in this beautiful buildbuilding a building
erected so many years ago and yet it
is up to the times today and will be for
the next hundred years and so are
our temples and yet the foundations ot
these buildings were laid when we were
in our infancy and in our poverty and
they have been completed by the power
of god upon his people all his
works will be fulfilled and accomplished
just the same we are gaining strength
and power and although there has
been a great deal of bitterness towards
the latter day saints the lord is soft-
ening the hearts of the people and will
continue to do so in the future and
make it possible for his church to be
thoroughly established we are having
a breathing spell now we have spread
over all this intermountain region not
only in the united statestates out into
canada and into mexico and we are
going east and west and spreading in
every direction and gaining strength
and power and these united states


