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THE MARRIAGE FEAST.

The following song which used to be sung
to the air of ‘A life on the ocean wave,” £

reproduced by special request.

0 come to the mar~age feast,
“YWhere the glittering tables wait,
Where the great shall be the least
And the least shall be the great;
From the street and the bleak highway,
From hove! and hut and shed,
*Tis the feast of the Lord to-day,
The giver of life and bread.

Oh, stay thee, thou proud Pharisee,
Oh, stay thee, thou changer of goild,
Tho' gorgeous thy garment may be,
There’s a stain on its glittering fold.
See, there is the tear of the ohlid!
See, there i8 the blood of the poor!
The feast of the Lord iz defiled;
Away with him out from the door.

Oh, stay thee, thou hypocrite priest,
Who of religion hast made & mock,
Whoever bid thee to my feast
O’ergorged with the spoils of my flock?
Thou sinner of all most abhorred,
Thy temples of Baal are no more,
Come seizo him ye Raints of the Lord,
Away with him out from the door.

Oh, stay thee, thou scourge of the brave,
Oh, stay thee, thou proud sceptred thing,
*Twas not mine the unction they gave,
Of thee, the devil made king.
Thou has ruled by the axe and the eword,
Thou bhast lived by the blood of the poor,
Not for thee {8 the feast of the Lord.
Away with him out from the door.

Who art thou, with thy parchment and
gown?
Who of justice hast made a trade,
In the gospel my laws are writ down,
' not the laws ye have made,
30 art thou, with thy forehead aeccursed,
Deep tinted with blood to the knee?
1 doomed the one Cain at the first,
The last shall perish as he.

*T1s thus they are cast from the door,
And the doom they preached of so fast,
With which they long frightened the poor, =
Is reserved for themselves at the last.
And the hell that of earth they have made,
And the heaven we knew but by name
Since this manifold man, Satan, fell,
Are found to be one and the same.

Without there is gnashing of teeth,
‘Withouat there is wringing of hands,
“'Twixt His servitors” dread life and death,
The Lord of the universe stands.
From before him they flee, priestand king,
All the lords of land, labor and gold,
They come from eaoh new tyrant thing,
From each canker worm privilsged old.

Then come to Lhe marriage feasy,
Where the glittering tables walit,

Where the great shall be the least
And the least shall be the great,

By the borders where Adam once trod,
The garden of Paradize spread,

The God of our praise is the God

Of the Hving and not of the dead.
—a- - -

. DI’BCOU S S H
PRESIDENT JOHN TAYLOR

In the Tabernacle, Ogden City,
Sunday Morning, Jwly 18th,
1880,

REPORTED BY JAMES TAYLOR.
I AM pleased this morning to have
tha'u&mrtunity of meeting with the
Saints in this place. If you will try
to be still, I will endeavor to lay
before you a few principles on the
subject, concerning which your Pre-
sident enquired of me a few days
ago. It seems that there have been,
some where in this Stake, difficul-
ties existing belween the Bishop of
a Ward and certain members of his
W;Ird tf]aillng tt;o t?]rriva al an ami-
cable settlemen e parties a -
ed ng:inat tne Bishop, t{F p:‘t;la
Hfgh uncil. President Peerysent
8 -telegram desiring
to the question “Whether a
High Council had aythori-
ty to try a Bishop.” I could
have answered yes, and I could
have answered no, to that ques-
tion; but it was a matter that
would require some explanation, and
on which the brethren, in many in-
stances, are not well informed,
I knew it would be almost useless to
give an answer of that kind, with-

my answer

out making some little explanation

thereto, because there are some
things with which more than one

truth is connected.

If you were to ask me whether I
am dressed in woolen clothes or cot-
ton, I could not give you an answer,
in the simple words yes or no,
because tEm of them are woolen,

t of them cotton, and part of

em linen; and Ishould need time
explain. '
 There st many goertions pertafn.

F _
ing-toi-ﬁle Priestho d, which cannot
be amswered categorically without
further explanation, and as this is a
conference, I wish to make a few re-
mat ks concerning someof them; but

deiails of these matters; there wonld
not be time, nor half time, nor a
quarter time. I simply propose to
make a few remarks in regard to the

- %rmt—ion hbgt was asked me by your

esident.
I will here read on this subject a
passage that people take up some

| times, without understanding it,

and, consequently, when they doso,
they are apt to make quile a number
of mi-takes. The passage to which

| I will refer you, is the 2:Znd verse of

the 68th section, in the Book of Doc-
trine and Covenants. After reading
ity, you would think you had got the
whole answer, but then you might
not have it, although you might
think you had.

““And again, no Bishopor High Priest who

chall be set apart for this ministry, ehall be
tried or condemne | for any erime, save it be

| before the First Presidency of the Church.”

Now, does not that look very plain?

Itdoes,when apart from the context,
and if we do not examine the other
parts associated therewith. I will
further read some more pertaining to
this matter, which will be found in
the Book of Doctrineand Covenants,
page 249, section 68, )
- “Yer, 14. There remaineth hereafter io
| the due time of the Lord, other Bigshops to be
set apart nnto the Chuﬂ;ﬁ, to minister even
according to the firs|;

“15. Whereforo they shall be High Priests
who are worthy, and they shall be appointed

“| the first born holds the right of pre-

by the First Presidency of the Melchisedek
Efri?thnod, except they be literal descendants
aron; .
“16. And if they be Hteral descendants of
Aaron, they have a legal right to the Bishop-
Erlc, if they are the first born among the sons

n;
¢17. For the firstborn holds the right of the
Presl lency over this Priesthood, and the keys
or authority of the same."”

Now, I desire to draw your atten-
tion to ene thing very distinectly,
that you may comprehend—¢For

sidency over this Priesthood.”” Over
what priesthood? The Bishopric.
There is a presidency in that
Priesthood; and this firat born of the
literal descendants of Aaren would
have a legalright to that Presidency.
Noman hasalegal right to this office,
to hold the keys of this Pries thood,
except he be a literal descendant of
Aaron, and the first born among his
song. Then, he would have a legal
right to it. I could tell you the rea-
son why, but it would take too long
a timey
spoken of hereafter more fully. But
[ wish to speak of one or two leading
principles pertaining to this suhject;
and as a High Priest of the Melchis-
edek Priesthood hasauthorily fooffi

ciate in all the lesser offices, he may
officiate in the office of Bishop,when
no literal descéendant of Aaron ean
be found, and it is stated, *“And
they shall be set apart under the
hands of the first presidency of the
Melchisedee Priesthood.” To what
authority? To what power? To what
calling? To what Bishopric? To
the Presiding Bishopric. This is
what is here referred to:

“Verse 20. And a literal descendant of
Aaron, also, must be designated by this
Presidency, and found worthy, and ano:nted,
and ordained under the hands of this Presi-
dency, otherwise they are not legaliy author-
ized to officlate in their Priesthood; .

“21. But by virtue of the decree concerne
ing their right of the Priesthood descending
from father to son they may cluim their an-
nointing, if at any time thev can prove their
lineage, or do ascertain it by revelation f:om
the Lord under the hands of the above name-
ed Presidency.”

Without that the Preciding Bish-
op could not be tet apart, because
there is where the authority is
placed,

f22 And again, no Rishop or High Priest
who shall be set apart for this ministry, shalil
be tried or condemned for any crime, save it
be before the kirst Presidency of ine
Church.”

In regara to what ministry? Why
the idency of the Aarouic ("riest-

hf . That is what is here spoken
of.

*23. And inasmuch s he i8 found guil
fore this Pm:denci,e by testimony that can-
not be impeached, he shall be condemned:

*24. And if he repents he shall b forgiven,

to the covepants and command-
ments of the Chureh.”

Now, then, T will read you some-
thing more on the same subjeect,

which will be found in the Bnok of

Doctrine and Covenants, page 283,
fsection 107:

“Verse 1. There are, in the Charch, two
priesthood?, namely, the Melchisedek and
Aaroualc, Including the Levit'eal priest hood.

[ od, i beca Mel
Frﬁ!lhm&h t:_ne elchisedek was such

ngreat

‘3. Before his day it was called the hol
pricsthood after ﬂwmqms:mnmar;”

¢4 But out of respect or reverence to the
name of the Supreme Belng to avoid the too
frequent repetition of His name, they, the
Church, in ancient days, called that priest-
hundf.rtar Meichieedek, or the Melchisedek

i -
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I do not propose to enter into all the

|

and these things will be|

2. Way the first is called the Melchisedek |

¢4 Butthere are two divigions or
heads—oue I8 the Meichisedek Priesthood,
and the other i8 the Aaronie, or Levitical
Priesihood.

7. ‘I'he office of an Elder comes uoder the
Prieathood of Melchised k.

8, ihe veichisedek Priesthood holds the
right of presidency, and has power and au-
thority over all the offices in the Church in
all ages of the world, 1o admicister io sp:rit-
ual things.”

‘Now here is a principle developed
that I wish Lo call your attention to,
and that is, that it is the especial
?rerﬂgativa of the Melchisedek

'riesthood and has been ¢ in all
ages of the world, fo administer in
spiritual things,”” and to have the
right of presidency in those things,

But then, here is another distine-
tion that T wish to eall your atten
tion to, at the same time, which is

found in the next verse:

‘9. The Pre of the High Priest-
hond, after the order of Hihhlﬂﬂdﬂk, have &

ht to ‘officiate in all the offices in the
C —spiritual or temporal.”™

But there is a diflerence between
the general authority of the Mel-
chisedek Priesthood andi the one
that is designated, that presides
over them all: and that which pre-
sides over the whole has the right to
administer in all things. The

Aaronic Prie:thood is an a pendage[

unto the Melchisedek Priesthood,
and is under its direction. « |
[ mention these things that you

Bishops, and you Seventies, and you

High Priests, and you Klders, and
you High Couneilors, and you Presi

dents of Stakes and Councilors, may
comprevend the position of things,
| a8 here indica'ed; and, as was eaid
formerly, | think it was by Paul,
““that you may be able to rightly di
vide the word of truth, and give
to every man his portion in duoe
| season.’ These principles are
written here, and are very plain,
|if they are understood, butif not
understood, then they are myster-
ious, and it is required of us to make
ourselves acquainted with the prin-
ciples inculcated and herein devel-
oped. The things that I have men-
tioned are plain to the minds of all
intelligent Latter-day Saints, who
have studi- d the Doctrine aad Cov
enants on these points,

¢#Ver. 10. High Priests after the order of
the Melchisedek Priesthood, bave a right to
officiate in their own standing, under the
| direction of the Presiiency, in administering
gpiritual things; and also in the office of an

ilder, Priest, (of the Levitical order,) Teach-
or, Deacon, and Member.”

That is the reason why, as soon as
they possess this Priesthood and

right, if they are appointed to any
particular office in the ¢ ‘hurch, they

have a right to administer in that

office,
[ will now speak a little npon the
High Priesthood This High Priest

hood, we are told, has held the right
of Presidency in all ages of the
world But there is a diflerance be
tween the general powers of the
Priesthood, and the particular office
and calling to which men are set
aparl; and you, when I tell you, will
understand it very easily. For in-
stance, the Presidency of the Priest.
hood, or the Presidiney of the
Church, are High [Priests, The
Twelve are High Priest. The Pre-
sidents o. Stakes and their Counci
lors, the High Council of a Stake,
and of all the Stakes, are High
Priests. The Bishops are ordained
and set apart through the High
I’riesthood, and stand in the same
capacity; and thus Bishops and their
Councilors are High Priests. Now,
these things you all kn:w, There
is nothing mysterious about them.
T'here is anotherquestion associat.-
ed with this matter. Because a man
is a High I'riest, is he an Apostle?
No. Because a man is a High
Priest, is he the President of s
Stake, or the Counselor to the !'resi-
dent of a Stake? No. Because he
is a High Priest,is he a Bishop?
No, not hy any means. And so on,
in all the various officesy The High
Priesthood holds the authority to
administer in those ordinances, offi-
ces, and places, when they are ap-
pointed by the proper authorities,
and at no other time; and while they
are sustained also by the people,
Now these are the distinctions that
I wish to draw, simply to classify
| them. And when there is anything
{ said about a High Priest, you say,
“] am a High Priest, and if such a
man hasauthority, I have it!” You
have if you have been appolated to
it, or you have not if you have not,
You have it if you are appointed to
t till the office, and are properly called
and set apart to that office; but un-
less you are, you have not got that
office, but still you are a High
Priest; and “High Priests after the
order of the Melchisedek Priesthood
have a right to officiate in their own
standing under the direction of the
Presidency, in administering spiritu-
al things}™ but they must Ee under

|

' that diraction  op Brasidency,  Now

1 here is where the question comes in.
[ it not plain when you Ilook
at it? To me it is very distinet and
pointed, and it is to you who are in
telligent and have studied these
things. It is not because a man
| holds & certain class of Priesthood
that he is to administer in all the
offices of that Priesthood. He ad
ministers in them only as he i~ call-
ed and =et apart for that purpore.
Henee, as you are organized here,
you have a Presidency. They were
precented here for you to vote upon,
and after that they were set apart 1o
administer in that office. But sup-
posing Brother Peery and his coun-
selors had not been called and set
apart, would they have a right to
administer in the office of the Pre-
sid:ncy? NWo, they would not; and
you can all see it when you reflect
upon it.

Now then,as we have read, a
High Priest,after the order of the
Melchisedek Priesthiooi, has the
right to administer under the direc-
| tion of the Presilency, in all spiri-
tual things, and also in the office of
an Elder, Priest, Teacher, Deacon
and member. And in the following
verses we read that:

‘1L An Elder has.the right to officlate
n htil.ﬂ stead when the High Priest is not pre-
sen

¢12. The High Priest and Fldér are to ad-
rafnister in spiritual things, ng-eable to the
covenants and comwm+ndmems of the Church:
«nd they have a right to officiate i all these
offices of the. Church when there are no
higher authorities present.

“13. The second Priesthood 18 ealled th:
Priesthood of saron,tecause it was conferred
upen Aaron and his seed throughout all their
generations.

“14. Why it is called the lesser priesthood,
i3 because it s an appe..dage to the greater
or the Mrichisedek priesthood, and has power
in administ riog outward ordinances.

15 The bieh prie I8 the pre-idency of this
oriestbood, and holds the kejys or authorivy
of the sawe.”

We will read a little further:

|

er by

¢16. No man has a legal right to this office”
—To hold the keys of 1his Presthood—*‘Ex-
i oept he be a literal descendant of Aaron.”

That is, he has no legal right; but
in regard to certain coniitions per-
Ltaining to thisright, I do not projose
to enter into an investigation this
morning.

“Ver. 17. But a3 28 High Priest of the Mel-
chisedek Priesthood has authority to officiate
in all the lesser oflicus, he may ofliclate in the
office of Bishop when no iiteral desgendant of
Aaron can be found, provided he 18 calied aud
sct apart.gnd ordained upto this
the bands of the Preside

| dek Priesthoed.”

To what power? To hold the keys
of this Priesthood, and to preside
aover the Aaronie Priesthond

“Ver. 18 The power and authority of the
higher or Melchisedek Priesthood, {2 to hoid
the keye of all the spiritual blessings of the
Church.”

“19. To bave the privilege of recelving the
mysterie: of the kingdom of heaven—to iave
the heavens opened unto them—to eommu e
with the general ugsembiy aud Church of the
first born, and 10 eajoy the communion and
presecce of (sod the Tather, and Jesus the
Mediator of the new covenant.

#20. The power and authority of the lesser,
or Aaronic Priesthood, i8 10 hold the keys of
the mtnmml'oigu! angels, and 10 administe:
In outward ordmances the letter of the gos-
pel—the baptism of repentince for the re-

| mission of sins, agreeable 10 the covenants
and commaiandwents,

#21. Uf necessity there are presidents, or
Fresiding officers growlog out of, or up oint=
ed of or from among those who are ordained
t0 the several offices in these two Priestho ds.

#2242 Of the Melchisod:k Pricsthood, three
Pres High Priests, chosen by the body,
a aud ordained to that office, and up-
beid by the coufidence, faith and prayer of
the L hurch,form & quorum of the Presidency
of the Churgh.

23 The twelve traveling
called to be the Twelve Apostles, or special
witnesses of the name Christ in ali the
world; thus ditfering from other oflicers in
the Church In the dutles of their caliing.

+24. And they form a quorum, eqoual in au
thority and power to the three Presiden s
previougly menticued.

#25. The Seventy are also called to preach
the g-mpel, and 1o be especial witoes<es unto
the Genriles and in all the world; thus differ-
g irom other officers in the Church in the
duties of their caliing.

“28. And they forin & guorum equal in au-
thority to that of the twelve special wituesses
or Hmtlﬁ just named.

UZ7. nd every decirion made by either of
these quorums, must be by the unanimous
volee of tho same; thit is, every member In
each quorum must he agreed to fis decislons,
in order 10 make their decisions of the same
power or validily one with the other.

2. (A malority mavy form a q'orum
when circumsiances render it impossible to

he otherwise,)

¢20. Unless this i3 the case, their declzi ns
are not entitled to the same bleszings which
the deci=tons of a quorum of three Presidents
were anciently, who were ordained afrer the
order of Melehlsedek,and were 1righteous and
holy men.

“30. The decisions of these quorums, or
either of thom, are to be made in all right-
eousness, in bheliness, and lowliness of heart,
meekness and long suffeiing, and in faith
and virtue, and knowledge, temperance,
patience, godliness, brotheriy kindness and

charity.
‘““i1. Because the promiss i3, if these
things abound in them, they shal! not be un-

fruitful in the knowledge of thaul.ord.”

Again, we read in the same rec-
tion, page 389:

#Ver. 0. Verily, I say unto you, says the
Lord of hosts; there must needs be presiding
Fliers to preside 0 er those who are of the
cffice of an Flder;

“fl. And also Priestis to preside over those
who are of the office of a Priest;

tg2. ‘nd alo Teachers to pre=ide over

wha a0 of the office of & Teachor, In

e pmunar, fnd S0 1 Deaoons;

-".'I.

councilors are |

ney of the EiEh.'lEﬂ-l

——

“83. Wherefore, from D acon to Teacher,
and from ‘leacher 10 Priest, and fiom Prieg

to Fider, severnlly as they are apjointed, s

coiding to the ¢ wenauts and commsnd.
mﬂ:ﬁ:?%thﬂ Church > ik :

hen oowmes 1 Priesthood,
which is the grediest of all;

“85% ¥ herefore it must needs be that ope
be appointed of the High Priesthood to pre
gide over the Piiesthood. and he shall be cajk
ecLPrEﬁdEul Oof the High Priesthood of the
Church;

‘6. Or, in other words, the Presiding H
rﬂmhnéer the High o A by -
Church;

L ﬁ*mmml the same comes the administer.
ng « pances A upon t
Church, by the hjwmmm

‘‘48. Wherefore the oflice of a Bishop 8 not
equal unto it; for the offiee of a B'shop s in
administe: ing al! tempo-al things;

08, Nevertheless a Bshog must be chosep
from the High Priestheod, unless he s &
iteval deseecdant of Aaron;

“70. For unless he s a literal descendant
of Aaron he canpot bold the keys of that
P riesthood.”

Yon see the keys of this Priest.
hood are specifically mentioned
whenever the Presidency is men-
tioned; and whenever the rights of
the li'era descendants of Aaron are

mentioned, it is to hold the keys of
this Priesthood.

“Ver. Tl. Neverthe A High Priest that
{s after the order of Melchleedek, mnv be set
apart unto the ministerlug of tempors)

things, having a knowledge of them by the
Bpl ﬁ!ﬂftrutttlﬁ > 4

“72. And also to be a judge in Israel. to do
the business of the Chureh, to st in judge.
ment upon irag gressors. upon  testimony
a8 it shill be lad tefore hiin according 10
'he laws, by the assistanee of his counse ors
whom he hus choen, or will choose, awmong
the Elders f the Church

‘73. This 1s the duty of a Bishop who #8
not 4 ll eral desceundant of Aaron, but has
been odujved to the High Priesthood afier
L he ovder of Melehisedek.

“%4. Thus sball he be a Juige, even & com-
mon judge »mng the innabitants of Z on. or
in astuke of Zion, or in eny bwanch of the
Chureh where he sh il be set apart unto this
miuistry, uutli the borders of Zion a e en-
large. ., and it becomes uecessary to huve
other Bishops or judses in Zion, or else-
where. !

¢75. And masmuch a3 there are other

I Bgclf)m appoiuted, they shall act in the sane
offics. .
¢76. But a literal descendant of Aaron has

a legal right 10 the presidency of this #riest-
hood, to the keyg of this ministry to ac: in
the oflice of Hishop, independent]l , withot
Counselws, exc'pt in a cuse where a Prusi-
dent of the High Pries:hood afier the oroer
of 511-3 chiscdek 1s wriet, 10 sit as u juige 1o Is-
rael.

“i7. And the decision of either of these
councils, agreeable w the ocmmandment
which say=s:

‘Wi8 ‘gain, verily, I say unto you, the most
imporiant business «f the « hineh, and the
me 8t difficult cases of the Church, inasauch
u< there is not satisf ¢ction upon the decision
of the Bishop or Judges, it shall be handed
over and carried up unto the Council of the

Church, before the Presidency of the High |

Priesthocd.”

79. And the Presidency of the Council of
the H:gh Priesthcod shall have power to el
O her High Dedvara , avayy t.WE"]‘"E]' 10 Oseft us

| Connsel=; and thus the Presideney of the

High Priesthnod and ite Counselors shall
have pawer to decide uyon testimony accurd-
ing to the laws of the Church.”

“80. And after this deci=ion 1t eshall be had
in rememberance no more before the Lord;
for this is the h' gheat C"ouncil of the Chureh
of God. and a filnal deelslon upon contruver-
gies in sjaritual matrers.”™

“8l. There I8 not arly werson belonging to
the Church who s exempt from this Couneil
of ths Chureh”

“8L And inasmuch as a Presldent of the
Hign Priesthood shull transgress, he ghall be
had in rememberance before the Common
Council of the Church, whoshali be assiared
by twelve Counselors of the HighPriesthood.”

“83. And their decislon upon his head shall
be an end of controversy ¢enneeruiog him.”
“84. Thus, none shall be exempted from the

justice and the liws of God, that all things |

may be done in order and in golemnity before
Him, acco:ding to truth and righteousness.”

I will read you a little more on
this subiect:
(Doetrine and Covenants, se¢: 14,

page 431.)

Wer.20. And again, wverily I sav unto
you. my servant George Miller I8 without
giile; be may be trusted beciuse of the in-
tegrity of his heart, and for the love which he
has ‘o my testimony 1, the Lord, love him:

¢21. 1 therefore say unto you, 1 seal ujon
his head the office of a «~ishomwrie, Hke unto
my servant fdward Purtridee, that be may
rece(ve the confecratlons of mine nouse, that
he mayv admiuaister blesgsings upon +he heuds
of the poor of my people saith the Lord. Let
no man despise my sarvant George, for he
ghall honor me.

I would remark here that E£dward
artridee was the first Bishop ot the
Chureh, and that he was appointed
at an early day to go to the land of
Zion, and to preside over the
Bishopric in that districtof country.
He was to purchase lands for the
people that should gather there; he
was to rece've the consecrations of
the people when they should present

11

[

|
]

themselves to him; he waa to divide

up the inhe:itances for the peo-
ple, and to ‘sit a3 a common
judge, in Israel and hence he
held charge, not as the Birhops
do here, over a particular ward,
but over the whole of tnat dis-
trict of country in the land of Zion.
[ would remark, again, that Rishop
Whitney was chosen and set apart
as a Bishop to manage the aflairs in
Kirtland, Geauga County, Ohio, and
not ouly there, but to preside over
all aflairs asspeiated with that
Bishoprie in all of that eountry, and
m:-{-upﬁ-d the position of a general
Bishop, presiding over a large dis{
trict of country, the =ame 88 ¥d.

vprd Parbidge did In glon,  Buj




