nounciog their own lack of know-
ledge of the unseen, but proceed to
deny its possession by others. They
not only speak of deity as ‘‘the
Unknown,*” but describe Him as
“the unknowable,”

it is difficult to occupy an in-
active or merely negative position.
The human mind s constituted so
as to believe or repudiale. There Is
no standing still in the umiverse.
*I dow’t know?* announces a tem-
porary condition of very brief con-
tinvance. I believe,” or I die
believe,’* must express the eventual
meutal state on every subject of
human contemplation. :

Cardinal Manning, in a pastoral
issued on a different matter, makes
use of the following remarks in
reference incidentally to the ag-
nostie position:

“The knowledge of God in the old
world was fot a discovery. but an in-
heritance. It was not a demonstra-
tion, but a consciousness whicii, from
the revelation of God himself in crea-
tion, pervadod the hunman raee of man
with the life which is the light of
men. O O Rt Is it not, then,
asign of those last days that in the
full revelation of God, in the face of
Jesus Clirist, in the light and the
glory of God in unity and trinity.
there should be not only those who
deny the Lord that bougit theni, but
thosa also who will not trouble theni-
selves 80 far as to believe or disbelieve
his existence? The passive anbelief of
the ignorant or the gross-niinded s as
abnormal as the privation of gight or
speech; but the snpercilious inditfer-
ence of those whe will not make up
their inind whether there is a God or
0o, or who affect to doubt theevidence
whlch has convinced the human race,
is not enough for their scientifie pre-
cision. This stateis not passive and
indifferent; it is a positive and mental
habit. It is also always intolerant
and sarcastic. None are so exeited
against those who believe in God as
those who profess to be neither cold
not hot — believers nor unhelievers.
It were better to be cold or hat, ‘He
that is not with me is against me.? **

——r—— .

SOCIAL COMMOTIONS.

W& are in the midst of 2u era of
focial commotions, that burst out
amoung the people like storms at sea,

The strike among railroad men In
Boutl Wales has no parallel in the
history of (Areat Britain. While the
lockout proper does not include a
great Lody of people, it indirectly
involves a tremendous mass of those
who have no immediate connection
with the movement. 'The entire
punber thus thrown out of employ-
ment by the blocking of the avenues
of transportation is appalling, beiug
numerically sufficient to oonstitute
an immense army,

A railroad etrike in ihe Mother
Country i3, 1n some of Js features,
muoh more hurtful thgn one In the
Usited Btates, beonuse of the utter-

THE DESERET WEE

| relates to some parls of the ceuntry,

ly helpless character of the peuple
in some districts regarding the
means of subsistence, as practically
nothing is produced from the soil in:
that tiue. Buch, for iustance, is the
condition of the inhabitants of
Rhonda, whose inhabitants, num-
bering over 100,000, are entirely de-
pentdent for the introduction of sup-
plies upon the Taft railroad system,
the traffic on which has been sus-
pended by the strike.

It will be observed from this very
situation llow easily a nmovement of
the character now in operation,a
dispute between one class of work-
ingmen alone and capital, a famine
could be precipitated in . large dis-
tricts of Grent Brilain within a few
days. This sugpests the terrible
thought that though I.ondon is the
most populous and in some respects
the grandest and most powerful city
in the world, it is in one regard the
wenkest on the globe. If transpor-
lation to it from other parts—in-
cluding the ecores ‘of miles of
freight trains that enter it daily
with provisions for its population—
were suspended for a week, a terri-
ble condition would ensue. The
people would Le driven to starva-
tion and in all probability the ex-
tremily would result in uprisings,
ripine and bloodshed. Who knows
that in tirese turbutent times such a
catastrophe is outside the region of
probability, seeing that the conten-
tions between the two great social
divisions—labor and eapital—are
becoming more and nmwore embit-
tered?

It is to be hoped for the sake of
poor, suflering humanity, that the
Welsh railrond strike will soon
reach a peaceful termination.

The strike on the Vanderbilt sys-{
tem and New York Clentral rail-
ways in our owp country, begun
Algnst 8, inof no mean pretensions,.
and threatens to widen. 8o far as.

it praclically isolates Géthum in a
business gense. Ouibreaks of vio-
lence are feared, the first symptom
in that line having already aj-
peared. 'To guard against the de-
struction of life and property, the
Btate militin has been called out.-
It will be a matter of congratula-
tion if they shail have no oceasion
for active interference.

News {rom the respecti ve seats of
dififeulty will be looked for with
keen expectation,

WARREYN, I'a,, Aug. 18-—Rock-
well and Compauy’s taunery, at

KLY.
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REFLECT ON WHAT YOU READ.

“Wiposo readeth, let him under-
stand.” This was the Savior’s in-
structions to those who “search the
scriptures.”” 1t i8 good counsel for
all readers. Of what use is it to
devour literature, as many people
do, Just to pass away the time? 'That
is wasting time. Bome of our young
people’s assopiations pride them-
selves on the number of chapters
read in the Bille or some other
goo! book. This conveys little
valuable informatign. It is not the
quantity of food devoured that is
beneficial to the system but that
which is assimilated.

On this subject we find the follow-
ing commendable remarks in. a re-
ligious publication called The REam’s
Horne

“The way to get good out of the
Bible is not to endeavor to reo how
many chapfers you can read in a
week, or & month, or a year, but how
mueh you can understand; how much
good can you bring (o the surface and
get into your life, Our Savior’s in-
struetions were to search the scrip-
tures—to dig, to seek, to ransack, like
a man bunting for a buried treasure
in a field he had jnst hought. Gold ia
never scattered about on the top of
the ground, but is hidden where we
are Obliged to dig for it, and it is so
with the treasures of God’s word.
Thoy are not for the thoughtless and
the idle and the indifferent, but for
those who will seek for them with all
the heart. We must look helow the
surface, and read between the linss.!’

L

SPRENGER'S WAY.

Mr. Sprenger Is engaged in Mar-
shal Parson’s office as n deputy. He
has been vngaged in several pe-
culiar cases. One of these war an
eflort to arrest a small boy, and
when the boy outran him, he fired
at him. But, luckily for the lad,
Sprenger was no better a marksman
than heis an officer.

Friday, Aug. 8, this deputy was
eugaged in apoilier aflajr., Bome
time ago My. I’'aul Hammer was
arrested on a charge of unlawful

cohabitntion. He was taken before
Commissioner Greceoman, where
he admitted that he Iad
two wives, and bhad lived

with (hent. The Commissioner
fixed liiz ball at $1000, aud this was
given, the condition being that Mr.
Hammer would hold himself in
readiness to await the grand jury’s
action. Since that time lLie has
pever, prior to last night, Leen noti-
fied or ealled for to appear in court.
This fact is of importance in the
caze. But the de%uty got an idea,
or says he had it, that Mr. Hammer

| was going to jump his Londs, and

he wanted fo take him inagain. Just
where this wouldl be of Dbeneéfit
is beyond mortal ken. Mr. Ham-
mer’s bord on the indictment found
against him wae 31000, precicely the
same as the commissioner had fixed
it, so it made not a cent difference

Worth  Clarendon, was  partly

burned last night,  Loss $100,000, | But

50 far aa the forfelture of ball goes,
Mr, Hammer’s intentloi



