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historical TIMES

IT may not c to a great many peo-

ple but it laIs ineneverthelessloss a fact that an
number of eventsevento of potential

interest to this nation jandand incidentally
world are cataloguedcataloguercatalo gued040o the rest of the

torfor the near future
enumeration would includeA partial

the dedication of the worlds fair
grounds on the of next month the
four hundredth anniversary of the
discovery of america by columbus
the numerous state electionselec tiona through-
out the union in november will be a
matter of unusual f r ament the presprea

election in the same mouthmonth
promisespr to be of a character to cause
much more than ordinary national in-
terest the political fight will be to

someome extent at least a triangular one
with a possibility of throwing the se-
lection of president into the house of
representatives this result is deem
ed remote yet no person can safely
sayay that it is not within possible
mage in the march will
come the presidential inaugurationshon day
in a little overaover a mouthmonth subsequent it
to anticipated that the grand and beau

ai

cibul temple erected by the latter day
saints in this city will be dedicated for
the sacred purposes for which it isin in
tended this may not be deemed by
the people at large as an occurrence of
wide significance that however toie a
question viewed from two different
standpointsaland points those who have reared
the structure regard it as a circum-
stance ot far reaching importance re-
lating to the well being of the whole
ofolourour globe and extending into the
spirit world being an agency torfor ex-
tending the benefits of the gospel
of peace and salvation to the spirits of
the dead as well as to those who are
still living in the body in the
mouth following may 1898 it is
intended to open in the city of chi-
cago the greatest worldsworlda exposition
of all history one of the wonders ot
all timer

the fruitful reflective mind can
with more or less accuracy fill in the
spaces between the occurrences enu-
meratedmerated including the probable and
possible and it will thus at once be
otobservedserved that history isin about to be
manufactured in this country with a
rapidity that perhaps has never been
excelled in the career of any other
nation at present by way of addi
tion the grim prospect of a visitation
from one of the worst plagues that
ever afflicted the family of man hangsbangs
over the national horizon

THAT CHICAGO TRAGEDY

THE tragedy enacted at chicago
yesterday waswaa a thrilling affair popu-
lar sympathy willwilI1 justly go out toward
the two brave maerli who were mur-
dered while performing their sworn
duty there will be small regret re-
garding the fate of brown the texas
millionaire who precipitated the
bloody drama he only received a
doeff the same deadly medicine hebe
had many time according to hishig pub
fished record administered totootothersbera

there isin a strong dramatic thread
running through the entire storyatory which
ledjed up to the sceneacene enacted yesterdayyeaterday
we are reliably informed that carri-
gan now one of the chief proprietors
of the hawthorne race track former-
ly occupied the sameearne position in ooncon
lection with the garfield track but
severed hishie connection with the latter
about two years ago lately hebe hashag
been working to have the opposition
track with all itsita gambling
appurtenancesappurtenancea and concomitants
broken up and now there aro state-
ments to the effeffecttot that be hasbas soughtbought
to attain his object by bribing officialclab
an ideridee of the situation in this con-
nection can be obtained from the con-
tentionteli tion on the subject between the
mayor and chief of police one or the
other of thombaswhom haa made falsefalee state-
ments on the subject

twenty years ago this chicago
tragedy would have been a national
sensation we are now however
enterenteringlug upon an epoch of violence
and comparatively speaking it if in
these times only an insignificantcant
affair being obscured by the numenumerorousi
bloody deeds that are operated on the
wholesale principle

the peace unions in sweden claim
now a total membership of 2000

ANCIENT PRIZE FIGHTS

tuxTUB origin of prize lightsfights must be
sought far barkback in barbarous an-
tiquityty it was a custom among
aancient nations to sacrifice prisoners
of war in honor of fallen heroesherbee it
was part of the funeral ceremonies of
a time when the torture of human
beings was looked upon as legitimate
amusement

As time went on the prisoners were
made to fight for their lives and the
sacrifices took the form of mor-
tal combats in the presence of
thousands of spectators in an
dent romeborne the combatants were
known as gladiators they were
either prisoners of war or slaves aniland
were especially trained for the purpose
to the conquered slave the end waswaa
generally death unless the spectators
extended mercy to him and allowed
him to live for another fight the
conqueror was rewarded and sometimes
given hisbis liberty

this kind of amusement became
common the people flockedbooked to the
forum to enjoy the spectacle of gladi-
atorial exhibitions and soon public
officers and particularly candidatescandidate
for the suffrage of the citizens sought
to capture the votes of the people by
giving them free of charge admission
to these sanguinary encounters the
emperors spent vast sums of money
dorthisfor this purpose it tois recorded that
julius caesar gave a Fhowchow of 20 fight
ing couplescouple titus arranged an
tion of gladiators wild beasts and
naval battles that lasted for one hun-
dred days trajan gave a show in
which two thousand men fought
with each other or with wild
beasts this was witnessed by
spectators of all classes inoincludingluding
many aristocratic ladies of rome kobo
numerous were the slaves kept and
trained for this barbarous purpose that
they were finally considered a menso
ing danger to the commonwealth

when the persecutions off the chris
fians were commenced many of them
were sentenced to lightfight in the
arena but they persistently re-
fused either to fight or defend them
selves preferring to die without
blood stains on their hands the
acors were not entirely satisfied with
hisbig kind of exhibition the chris-

tians were therefore usually thrown
before the wild beasts which as fta
general rule ended their sufferings ana
a short time

constantine was the first emperor
who prohibited prize fights in his em
afe he saw clearly that this
kind of amusement waxwas anta-
gonisticgoni to the principles of
the christians who formed a
majority of bisbig subjects this em-
peror although not much of a
christian himself was anxious to gain
the affections of the christian portion
of the people and did all be could to
sustain them he legalized their
custom of celebrating the lords day
extended their privileges asaa citizens
and even tried to act as Urbiarbitrator in
some of their doctrinal disputes out
of regardrd for theirhair sentiments the bar
babarous gladiatorialorial fights were prohibit
ed it took a long time though before
the nation as a whole hadbad been edu-
cated to detest this kind of amuse
mentmeat but this feeling came bradu
ally in the reign of Honhonoriusorlus history


