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themselves, coo Id besr testimony
to the divinity and truthfulmsi ui
thle latter-da- y work, baring re-

ceived the convincing assurances: of
this Comforter, wnlca - bears record
of the thlage of the Father; And in
this manner thla whole community
have received the knowledge they
testify of. and hence we become,
use a biblical term, a great cloud Ol

witnesses, whoee tesUmony is in
fore to the whole worW, whether
tney receive it f reject iu '

1 have now laid before yoa evi-
dence sufficient to excite tbe prin
ciple of faith in your hearts, provid
ed yoa nave a genuine desire to
know ot the doctrine we teach, as
to wnetner it be or ood or tato
You have the testimony of twelve
men to begin with, betide the tes
timony of scores of thousands of
men and women that have received
the lioly Ghost through obedience
to tne requirements of tbe go pel,wnose Knowledge of this latter-da- y

work enables them also to testify
to tne trout or it. And tne tecti
mony of this people speaks aa with
the voice of thunder to all nations
and tongues, to the' effect that God
has spoken from the eternal world,
abd that be bee eeet his angels
again to eartn id com mil to 'man
tne eve has ting gospel, ir so re
markable a testimony of twelve
meat together with tbe united tes
timony of a community so large as
ww are, Is not sufficient to create
faith in your hearts that God haa
Indeed commenced hie great and
marvellous and strange wwdt and a
wonder Lb .our i day,, then j what
would awaken op tius people to a
cense of the fact? i There can be boexcuse or, those who heat and
Ject the testimony and teaching of
tne Lidersof this church: for the
cry has been , raised theae many
years, and it cannot but have
Striking effect noon all hnmat.
hearted people, because of its sin.
guianty avnt lAlraets; for the prom-lsei- s,

if you have sufficient faith
to call upon God and ask him. von
yourselves may obtain a tee Urns nr.
ana you can receive tnat wnlcn toM
peroedes laim - or belief you c
know of a surety that be has In
deed visited the earth again in theee
tne test dsys by bis anrsis. and
tbat Joseph fcJmltn. was and la a pre
poet 01 tne living UoU. mMm tbat
lite uoc urines we teach are not of
man bat of God: and they will
prove the savonof life to those who
obey, and of death to those who re
ject them. . ; .f ..-

- ; ,

Therefore, as I said In the com
mencement of lay remarks, a mar-
vellous thing has occurred In the
land! a wonderful work has made
lu appearance! Tha heavens no
longer keen alien tl prophets againare beard among the people! the on

and power or aw-xwi- y

Ghost. uie - servant of
ceod, and His power Is made manl-fe- et

among tbe various nations
again, aa in olden time, In healingtne sicx, causing tbe lame to walk,the blind to see. and the deaf to
hear, and in pouring oat His Spirit
upon the children of men, as be
did in former dispensations of the
world!. . :;... : 1 i :.. ,

Is not this, then, sufficient to
wake up tbe honest-ln-bea- rt amongthe people? If It Is not. then I

mm vi wtmiit mat as ilKH mm

dolt. Will it be by the fulfilment
ot the. propheu, that have been
spoken of by the former speakers?
when tbe hand of ladsrment snail
be laid opon the nations, and tbe
fierceness of; His , wrath be made
manifest, wasting away the disobe
dient and the wicked, and the earth
neoomes oepopuuted or ail except-
ing the rlgbteoat? Tnis will be a
teslimnny that they cannot resist.
But such testimony will not alwaysbe unto : salvation. 1 1 wl II be tbe
testimony of Jadement that will
overwhelm them,- - In a time. too.
they think not of;
they will be cry log all is peace and
safety, Ul sadden destruction Is at
their door; and thus the Serlrdural
saying will be literally fulfilled, "As
tue day a or xcan were, so shall alxo
theoomlBr of the Hon of man be
etc - When that unfortunate', but
disobedient and wicked people, the
An te-d- l! avians, were tinklDg In the
waters, they could Iben aay,' !
know tbat Noah is a nronher. and
that the mesas g he has declsred irf
oar ears for these man v veara Is dt- -
vine." Bet al! it was too Utet

the meesare. navlne
heedless regard te it as well as to
him "Who rreacbed tbe tfonrvel'to
them: they would not call nnon
Ood in all honesty of heart, but
tbey eonaldered Koah deceived;
they obeyed not, and were de-
stroyed by the mighty flood. Amen.
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tencee, . ek., numueclnf; av great
eiany llffreot aenomluatkon
Andthoy estranged tbe nta I Tea so
far from the ways of Ood, and be- -
camew wicked, ana batan nad so
niucu,conirol over theia, that when
Chriat came preaching to them tbe
everlaatlng-

- roepel In all Ue loa- -

pllclty and pLalnneea, he found
them in each a condition aa to )vedarkness rather than light, ' and
they were fulry prepared to Imbrue
tDtir nana in the blood 01 tne tier
lor of the world." " : t.

? We find, that after Chriat bad
eaLaUhihed hi Cbureb, that angela
ountlnued to minister; and one of
the ApoaUee, ou a.Certaln occaeion
exhorted tbe former-da- y Halnta to
be careful to entertain strangers;
for In so aolng some had entertain-
ed angels ana wares. And .we find
that, during the first Century of
the Christian era, angels frequent
ly appeared: and revelations were
aire eiven by tbe gift and power of
the Holy Ohcet whlcu rested upon
tbe ApoeUes, for tbe guidance of
the C'Uurcb. leul alao teeUhes ef
sncelsln this wise: "Are tber not
all ministering spirits, sent forth
to mlniater ror them who shall be
heirs of salvation?" Showing to
us clearly and plainly that the
celestial inhabitant of heaven, .
tnese pure aanc tinea beings that
dwell la tbe preeenee of Uod were
eent forth aa authorized ministers
of Ood to those who should be
heirs of saJvaUon here upen the
earth. Bat by and by, alter tbe
first century of the CUiUUau era,
tne beevcue boama aa Liraea over
tbelr headt stain. Tbe voice of In
spiration waa beard no more, nelth
r did the voice of angela salute

tbe rar vt mortals. $io visions
among the people, tbe vail of
darkness tbat hung over them, in
oanacqtetice Of ILe lord with-drawl- ur

his mlnUterlur arency
from the earth, so befogged their
minds.. tbst they could no lotgcr
gase upon the guuiooa Xut-ure-. -

Tots ktate or apoetacy continued.
until about tbe last half century of
theChrleliau era, and It prevailed
more or leas among" all ' peoples.
And the priests,- - to whom the peo
ple jcoked ror spiritual lignt and
natruction, nave pema:ea one ana

all la teachfbz the, people, from
5eneratksn to generation, 'that tbe

fuil. that tbe canon of
scripture was closed,' and that It

s no mere neceeary rorangeis
to communicate with mao.nor that
the miraculous gift aud grace,
that once adorned -- tbe Church,
hould be continued. ' Tbe people

settled down to this belief without
any evidence or testimony of It
truthfulness, and It becsue a wide.
pread and popular tradition; and

the children even down to our day.have Inherited these notions and
traditions of their father without
once questioning-

- thsm; they are
born lu tbe children, as It were,
and they are educated and trained
In tbla belief, and bene H ba
become deeply rooted, and mcst
dlficult for tbni to rli tbemaelres
of. -

IJut araln tbe long, long silence
has broken, ac&in the voles of
angels has saluted tbe ears of mor-
tal man, and that too In fulfilment
of a prophecy uttered by John tbe
lleveutor, wnile unaer lanianraim
opon the Iale of Tatmoe. While
there suflerLD? for the gospel's
aif , the Ivord bowed unto htrrK

by vbion, thine that should tkko
place upon the earth- - And among
other things that pad before
him, he saw tb. -- r a lngth of
tuun tne darkness tbat would nec
essarily follow the rejection of the
goer-e- l by beta Jew ana uenuie, ana
that must come neon the face of
the whole earth, would bo gradual- -

jy ciJ4pl!ed by a heavenly coiumu- -
nlcaUoo from uod to man. Ana
from the Hill chapter of Itevela-tton- a

ve learn the manner la which
thla message should come from the
courts of heaven. John speaks of
the event in thi wie. "And I saw
another anj-e-l fly in the rnlditof
heaven, bavins; the everlasting
gospel to preach unto them that
dwell on the earth, and to every
nation, and kindred, and tongue
and people, Haying with a loud
voice, Fear Ood and give glory to
hfm; for the bear of fats Judgment
U come," etc - ritrange aa it-mi- y

m. this angel, sppgeu or, das
Cewn from heaven to earth, paxt-In-ir

aaander tbe veil' of super- -
tltlort, ignorance and doubt, and

brioglng with mm from nia ceiee--
tlal abode, tun tiuingsoi great joy,
duly authorizing nan on tbe earth
to preich the same to an rei lei 01

every nation. lnis uoapei com
mitted by tne angel nas been
prrAchcd imoDK many nation;
wherever they would receive tbe
bearers of thla heavenly rstwgi,there the voice of Inspired men bai
been heard; and this ro!iionary
labor ha been faithfully proeecut- -

ed during almett one bait of a cen
tury. And tae grwirel will Le
prracnea unui evrjr muon ana
ton rue and people uwn the face of
our globe shall have the privilege
of hearing-

- this glorkui angeUo

Bat," say one, ''ihl u your
teetimooj; oa sey that an angel
baa 5cme. bot we do not know it;
you say teat ne nas bruugut vue
everlaalioir coepel. but we do not
know lu ,y hat evidence have yoa
to give ui, that we may know foe
ourselves that an angel has really
conn bearinir this mtmmsfrf- - I

!!! tall vou tiow mm vamj 10re it,
kM .T.rr met and daughter of
Adam now . living may know
whether there has been a divine
message, called the everlasting gos
iel, sent from neavsn y the Inhab- -
unts cf 1 he eartn, t y a noiy anreu

Do the will of your Ftber la heev- -

en; call upon hi Dime, And inquire
of him. saving In your beam: O
lord. hajt thou jntieed sent renn
from the heavens thine acjrel, sc
rorUi r x t the prediction fcy, thy
servant Jc ln, bncRlng toman on
the cait i f - everU:lrg-rr-rel- ?

and I . t'.. . 1 H to be
t to every !. radon
and tc" " hijJm the w bole hear. j , . 1 . 1 1 ,
rrikT 11 yen u j iu iu mit uunwir
of Lei: t And purjoie, you may ail
knawfr rourselvf.- - "What! doe
the Lrrd fclte t knowled? In our
tliy.tr odio mm in
t raret! , Why Ltl? DU he nut

frnnl V t ? rlD n IB f. 110 W fl to U;e
closir- - t ; cf the i .it century of
the th 1 era, lnjpart a knowi-:--- X

e - the truth? He
dia; s! . . aiaeUod thAt gave a
krowi ..--

r 1 1 hie people ancintly,
will Rive a knowk Jf:e to yoa pro-w- ill

vlJed y-- i ccuur Jy with Lis
will. !? V you may say, "in or-

der tht v may put uch a ques-
tion to the I, we would like to
have soxe- l.U:aooy; suHrknt atit in ;h?-m.-

- v.t la this
inqviirr. I uo r.ot know now
much ? ,t. it fr a extsresj
evlde- iv.-- rzi'l, ha fxrm

rt tl I r'-r- s th!j c71jli-i-i

.. 1 ti.d cct veil-.- r t..j

tbe nations to be publiahed te all
peop'e, until be pave a testimonym cerrain inaiviaoai wltneesea,now mans? Four-- persons at Veait

the translator of tbe book. Joseph
nmiiii, inu nree einer persons
Martin Harris, Oliver Cowderv and
David Whltmr. - Tbey knew of a
urety, and have given their testi

mony in me beginning of-thi- s

record. Here, then, ere four wit
neeeee. What- - does Jesus eaj?"i nat in tne mouth of two or three
witnesses every word shall be ee
tibllabed. Ue saw proper, bow
ever, to give four. "But," inquires
one, "msy not these four witnesses
have been mistaken' Liet ns ex
amine into tbe nature of their tes
timony, to see If there 1 any posi-blilt- y

of their belntr mistaken. Jo
seph Hmith, one ot these witnesses,
beatific that the angel irame down
from heaven, and that his counte-
nance was like lightning-- , and tbe
glory of God shone round about
him. And the angel told him te

to a certain run. not nr irom nia
ather's house, in the town ef .Man-

chester, Ontario County, in the
Bute of Kew York, where he should
find theee Ancient rroor us pi tee of
gold,- - contaJniog i everiastlns:
eos pel. which waa -

, ancienllv
preached among the inhabitants of
(hi continent, 'lie 'Obeyed; he
went and found tbe records la , tbe
very place which, had been shown
bloa in vision by the ansr was
there any rcsaihllity of. Joeeph'a
hsvine been .decelTed; We say,
No; tbe clreumatADcrs were such as
to maolude the poestbUlty of Any
such deception,'- - The angel also
told him that with these plates
there wa an iuttruraent called the
Ui lm aud Tbummlm. which would
enable hint to translate the records
I n to ou r laecua tre.1 Josenh aooom--
plhbed the.work. of translation be
tween the yeajsli27 and 1S30,
through the ue of this Instrument,

hicn nad leen bidden up wltn
the plates,; Could he he deceived,
when he got the plAtes before him,
intently looking upon the peculiar
characters engraved upon them,and also u ion that most singular
Instrument, tbe Urim and Tbum-
mlm? . livery man cf common
sense, poeseaaioK the least detcree of
judgment, will at once aay thAt it
was not possible, under these cir
cumstances, for him to he deceived;
tbst the testimony gtven is true,
and the message divine, or else he
waa a hold impostor, a man that
came forth purposely to deceive the
people. , . j T - 7

xow tu iviraru iua oioer mree
witnesses, - They testify that In the
year 1S2L', after the plates had teen
tranaiated. that an angel of God
appeared unto them, clothed in
liht and glory, and holding these
plates in his hands, turned them
over fear after Jear, mowing them
the characters engraved thereon.
And they al.--o say that while they
stood gazing upon th! 9 lia'11d. i.d iu tits glory, in tne
act of showing them theeo gold
Elates, they heard a voice out of the

proclaiming to them that
the plates had been translated cor
rectly, by the gilt ana power or
Qod. And what they raw and
heard they hear testimony to, which
la addressed to all peoples of every
nation to whom this record the
Book of Mormon ahould go. Let
me ask, W as there any pcwwlbllitj.
Of thl betes; "deceived? If there
was, then we might aay all men of
ancient times who profeesed to have
soon ancels were deceived them
selves. But I do not see that any
thing could be more positive. The
nromlsehad been given thAt there
should be three witnesses rslsed up
to bear testimony of the truth of
these record, which purport.to be
a history of the aborigines, or the
Ancient lerAcIitee, that Inhabited
thla country. The Lord did send
the augel) they saw him come
down from heaven; tbey saw the
ilgbtand glory that radiated from
his countenance; they heard the
words of hla mouth: they saw the
plate in the hands of tble heavenly
personage, and tbey could distin
guish the character engi even tbere- -

anu they also neard tne voice
of the Lord commanding them to
bear testimony to all peoples of
wbat tbey had seen and heard.
Tbey could not have been deceived,
It was utterly impcasibie. ,

Then here are four witnesses, all
bearing testimony to tbe divinity of
this work., Aud, as I have already
quoted to you, tho Fa v lor haa said,
that everv word shall be estahliahea
by the mouth of two or three wit
nesses. , ibe Lord, therefore, did
notale up this Church, he did not
commence the organlxAtion thereof
until be bad given eufllclent evi-
dence to a sufficient number of wit--

to commence the establish
ment of thla work.

Again, Joeeph Smith wat com
manded of tbe Lord to chow tbeee
plates to eight other, persons who,
besides the three referred to, also
became witnesses to this work.
And tbelr publUhed testimony Is,
that they saw the piste and han
dled them, andnbey saw the pecu
liar writing tcereon. which thsv
say bad the appeasance of curious
and ancient workmanship. And
notwithstanding some of these wit--

nave fallen by the weyside
having been overcome by the power
of the Adver?arv vexing tnem- -

wot toy or the fellowship
of tbe Letter-da- y &Alnts, not a sin
gle one of them has ever been known
to deny the testimony which they
Lavs borne concerninr tola mar
vellous occurrence, liens, then.
are twelve wltneesea. la not tbi
external evidence suClclent to est- -
iafy every Inquiring soul whose
heart Is boneet beiore the Lord?
But I will refer you to still more.
W ben this work was first rniollaned,
the Lord called upon these men to
ro forth amonz tbe neonle. rro
claiming the gospel which they
thtiuae.vts had received, promising
that all who would yield obedience
thereto thould receive tbe Holy
Ghost, which should confirm, to
the entire satisfaction of the be
liever, the testimony of these el
ders. And when thislloly Spiritdescended upon such people, theyknew for them?elves that the.
men were servants of the Uvlns
uou, ana iuai tne power thAt rested
upon them was Indeed the Uolv
Gnoet, of which they had read la
the Scripture. How did theyknew this? Because it manifested
divers girta. ?It enabled theca to
lay their hands opon the tick, re--
outing in tne name of Jesus the
disease and the sick were restored
to neslth. You may BAy ImAgln
tloa nad something to do with this;lbs ales Imagined theaoaelvee bet-
ter, and consequently they got bet-
ter. But let tne testify that little
Infant children, not capable of ex
ercising the Dowers of imagination.have been healed In tbe same man
ner, and by the tame power, which
was the power of AlraJjhty God,rinLcatrd thmt:. hla arvunfa.
And these Cm T2dzr of the)
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A Trj sUaDg tLlog b Lmp-q- 1

la our work that U
eoasl Jeml bj tb Lfctter day biiata,
anJ ty ail pop! to bf marTel-o- ut

work and m wonder; aoiuetbing
aim 44 entirely unexpected by tb
great nim of tbe humia family.
tomelhlcg whlcu our falLers wtr
not lookinir Tor caa liarpna In
lb lasd. What far 41? Ood hma

tail a ore I from braVti. What,aa angel in Hie latter-iUy- a, coma
from beaTet! Ye. V tat a airacte
iniDi now UKierem from loe tra
dldeas of our father, for MVenteen
ceataries put! Tell people of thU
ceoeratlon that Uo-- i Laa Mat a

ttofjr aaAeI roramunlratlng tiU will
to tuan, mai they will bo reaily to
lauzh you to aeoro. ( Tby LtTe
lornte4 aa Idea la their ewu bcarta
tbat angela were do more to tain- -
later to Ibe bum an family. Ho
meeaazee from heaven to be aent
bytbem; no Tolce of toe lord to
be beerJ a gal a peAkln; to tnau oa
tli e earth; no mora revelation to
be glTeo; no more prophet to be
raUd op, and no more eeeri and
rerelatora to make known and pro-
claim tbe will of heaven to the
people. 8uch were; Ibe tradition
of Our father; aacb. were tbe tiAdt.
Uone of some two or three nundred
mllliona of people, calling them- -
ejvee Ubrutianr. rirak to them

aUut more of the word of God, to
be riven to tbe human family, tbe
uniTeiitl Ue end excUmatlon of
tbe naliona of CbiUteodom would
be, the canoe of La full."
vto told tDeot ilu.-- irora wnai
curie did they gtt their Informa

tion? JJid l ue joru erer reveeu tnu
to thro., or la It a creation of their
own Imagination? pld you eTer
Lir a iL:e IciKliUaJ, ereu the
moat learned, an J 1 L-- t of them,
prove ttVa by thadlrlne
wiiUok? Did rou ever bear of
any lay member, mtniater or prleat
having aobetanlUted Iheeo lueaa
and tr lltlju, lu accordance with
Scripture and rrAsot.? Naxer,
omr. And tne imp; reaaoo
wby,L, bciue they bare no proof
orevideoc to euaialn tbelr poal
Uoo. Tbeie la not a man living,
bowTr teemed he may be. how
ever familiar with the Hcriptuieaof
divine truth be may be, that can
bring one Idea, by wy of proof, to
support thcaotraoitluiie.' And yet,
bow central and universal the.e
thlojta have been circulated amoDir
the iiatljaa, and lmbited by the
human family, at jtbougb they
were real truth! f

Wbeu tbe Lklter-da- y Bilnta
came forth forty-elf- ht year ago,
tetlfvlog tbat Cittl Lutd eent an mn-g- el

from heaven; how unexpected!now etraoge to tola generation!
Hay they, i be JLord once bad a re-

ligion on toe eartb, and angeU
were Included aa part and portion
of tbe bleeeloge connected with It;
but now we Uj not need Lbem."
Whj? ' Because We are so enlight
ened. e nave studied the Hcrip--
tarwe aad Unoma mo eiTactually to
qualnted wl'ii them and alaowltb
cieace and every thing, else, that

veUofnot need farther lnstruo-Uo- n

from tbe Almighty: we da not
need prophet Ineur day to foretell
tbe future: we do cot need revela-
tory to come forth mod manifest to
U4iurtfiu vr wi. . Vf ity, we are
wo eelixhtentxl! Tho blaio of gom-p- el

llht la ehlnlug forth to brill-
iantly, we can get along with ha-ma- n

learning without, any rovkia-tlo-n

Iroaa the heaven. Have I
not expreeecd before tkli oongregik-Uo- n

the real Idt'a of the wo of
three Lundred million of Cbrie-lU- n,

to, called, that lire la tbe
rariouj ciTlUjed ntlon?

Now let uYf;uvbAck to the rtl
principles of tne goepvl, to find oat
whether they countenance and era-bra- ce

the tUIuUju cf angela,
tllttory Inform ui, that before the
flood angela convened with men,
aa one man would with another.
And we find that Abraham and
Enoch converged with Ood; and
through faith Enoch wai tranlat-e- d

from mortality to Immortality.
At tbe time of the deluge, - we
leaxn tkre waa one man upen tbe
raxtb that received new revelation
frvca heaven; and that be and eev-e- n

other who believed on hla
word, were the only onet worthy to
heaparrd from the Jeiritle Judg.
meat, which, for tbe time L.'ni,
put en end to wlckeJor upon the
ar'.li. .A tevelator eraa apared

the only man among theui that
could cvuirnuae with the bearena,
and lecelve luformatlon frcm cn
hlgb. i

After tbe data of the flood, we
ieara that the Lord made to Abra-
ham Isaao and Jactjb great and
cneet rcioua prom We peomta
romerolog tblnf of eternity and
things of the earth. , Tlirae men
were ealltsl an 1 ewtteojed tb
ufrl!id t4 Uod;" they we per-
fect in thel day, and they were
revelatere, to wttom angel came
aod naiolafered the wfTi of eter-
nal II . Tney were the only onre
that received tnatrucficn from heAv.
ea by be v rtTeia'iu, and who
were countid worthy to that day to
enjoy tbe divine apj-rc-

t iiUoa, and
to e ceiled II U friuda

KllkvlM may come down
to the day of Iaa, and the ciwrnofIrel who were t a Kgypt.
Did the Iord blea them? He did.
Inwhatwaj? l!y afeaklng blm-el- f,

end ako by eendlcj: Argelato
JmluUter In tbelr niiJt; by

communtcaUng revelation by day
aadbraUht wtlie the children of
I irael adjourned la the wllderneaa;
be rereiaiioa they were taught In
ail the erdioancee, and by revela-
tion they Journeyed; and when the
Lord commanaed tnern la piwn
their teaU, they remfclne.1 In uch
a raire, uniu anoint r nTimiisa
waa Rtren. Acpela communlcitw
the thing efOwd to that people,
after they were broojht to the
rrocnlaed Land, and Uvm genera
tion to generation the .Dord nt
forth bfci lEr-l- i to minuter amonr?
hi people. Iro; Let aTter prophet
waa raided or in koeir reepecuve
generatlona te doc Jaw tbe word of
the 1x3 ra in the raiOH or an itraei:
and ach men were rrjiried a the
naouthriecee of Ood. And SO tt
waa coutlaaed, until a few cenlur
Uwt before ChrUt. Thea cane a
dav of daxkncee; then !mi a tlrao
when, becmoae of the wickedness of
the people, co an?reu were aent. no
rrvelators or prophet were raided
upln U.etnlijit cf the people. The
conaenceccea were, Ibe peoplewere left te these!vr without
the cf new revelation.
and;lcUad c-- hoi id leg up ana
eaUtllahJsx the klrerioui cf God,
they CTcatcJ xnin-tiik- i ryitera,
dividing o3 Into sect and partl?,
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