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to change the political map of thipthe
world undisturbed the great giant
continues to close in hishie embrace the
VWpatt otof asia on which hphe has setopt his
watt and at the same time to

strengthen his position aat home with
ft view of making it finally unassail-
able

the latestlatent project under serious con-
sideration tois the construction of a
canal to unit the baltic and the black
seaea with a view of affording an outlet
to the black sea fleet as well eaas a short
route torfor the baltic fleet to the
thlethis is an undertaking perhaps asan
treatgreat anas the trans siberian railroad

but as it can be put through without
wikany debates by parliament or press it
aanan be commenced as soon as the gov-
ernment thinks the time has come

the battlebaltic end of the canal itif tois
said will be at riga and the opposite
terminus at chersonKhRheersonroon on the black sea
the entire distance will be 1000 miles
but artificial excavations will have to
be made for only miles the dwina
wiltwill be used asan far as DudinaburgDunsburg promfrom
there a canal will be cut to lepellepej on
the and that river which
flows into the and the last
named river itself will finish the course
to abersonKhZberson the bedsbedis of the dwina

and beresinaBereaina will be deep-
ened and braadbroadenedened so that the water-
wayway will have a uniform surface
breadth oftof feet and a bottom
breadth of feet the depth of
water in average seasons will be 28

feet so that heavy draught ships can
ail the entire length it isin believedtut the work can be accomplished

within ten yearsyeara and at a costcoat not to
exceed mOO OOOO

I1 the canal will be of great value to
the commercial interests of russia as
it will bring half a dozen centers of
the grain trade into close touch with
the sea and reduce the bost of trans-
portationporVortation but its strategic import-
ance probably will have more weight
with the azarsczars advisers and insure its
completion in the briefest possible pe

of time

A GI VICTORY

it was a great veloryVI 0tory where is the
wohomermer toto writerite another iliad this time
depleting in vivid word painting the
wrath of commodore dewey instead of
achilles where is the postpoet to immor
kalips the furious combat of modern
ironcladsIronIrmi hurling at oneohe anotherther the
thunderbolts of jupiter as it were in

of the primitive spears and ar-
rows tuehie naval battle ovoft manila was
n epoch thra the history otof the united

states
the full details have not yet arrived

bbut budging from the accounts pub-
lishedI1wt the victory of the american
squadron was by no means an easy one
ahe0 spaniards it seems were equal in
numbers audand equipment if not superior
to the attacking force they had se-
lected a well protected position and
were supported by the batteries on
shore they were brave and determined
keeping up the fight until impossible to
do so any longer yet the boys under
commodore dewey all but annihilated
them in a few hours it must have
been a grand spectacle awe inspiring
terrible that the loss of life on both
sides was great is not to be doubted
but the whole story has not yet been
told when all toIs known the valor the
daring and the loyalty of our sailors
will be fully understood for if we read
dispatches correct it toIs evident the
vietvictoryy was not a cheap one

thoseT e interested in the naval affairs
of the world have anxiously been look-
ing for an event of this kind they
wanted to see modern engines of dedea

struction at work in earnest so as to
be able to judge of their practical
value for defense and attack doubts
have frequently been expressed as to

the 1utility ofp the compcomplexlele machines of
which modern navies consist the
bbattlewe washas taken pladeplace and the ques-
tions involved are presented to the
world for critical study one lesson
stands forth with unmistakable clear-
ness baveabove the smoke and dinvdinbof this
engagement and that Is this that thepersopersonal qualities of the men that
meet in battle count for everything
now as in ancient days physical and
intellectual superiority decide wars
now as much as in the days of the
grapple hook and battle ax the spanish
admiral cabled his government it
seems that his fire kept the american
ships moving all the time unconscious
apparently of the fact that this wasviuspart of the tactics of our commander
torfor the purpose of rendering the aim of
the enemy less certain and yet whocan tell to what extent the glorious
victory was due to this simple
maneuver in the battle oftoff yalubalu be-
tween the chinese and japanese the
former had a numerically somewhatstronger forca but the japanese com-
mander by a dexterous movement suc-
ceeded in getting out of range of about
half of the opposing squadron thus
attacking one half at a time and de-
stroyingying it modern engines of war
are truly wonderful machines but they
are effective only when controlled by
the still more wonderful intellectual
forces with which man has been en-
dowed

an early effect of the victory of
commodore dewey is some talk of eu-ropean interference in the quarrel be-
tween the united states and spainsuch interference can hardly be re-
garded in this country with feelings ofunmixed satisfaction it all depends
on what form itft takes european
pressure on spain to yield to the burst
demands of the united states would bealbrightallrightall right but if some of the european
powers approach the question under
theimathe impression thathat in dealing with theunited states they have another tur-key or japan to dictate terms to itmight be considered necessary now
while we are at it to dispel that illu-sion in our own interest as well as
that of others then serious complica-
tions might arise

THE STRAITS

the straits settlements Is the collec-
tive name given to the british posses
alone on the malay peninsula which
projects into the chinese sea from thewestern part of slam withith the straitof MalaccaMala aia on the other sidebide the mostimportant gateway between india andchinachi these settlements consist of theidaaisland singapore where the governmentseat is the town and province ofmalacca the territory and islands ofthe Dinbindingsdings the imdIM d of andprovince of wellesleyWellesrey with their decies the islands
transferredformerly belonging to ceylon were
transferred to the straits settlements
in 1886 the governor is appointed forsix years and is assisted by an execu-
tive and legislative council and since
1874 british residentsresidenta exercise super-
vision over the native courts the pop-
ulation consists of about half a mil-lion souls europeans malaya chi-nese and natives of india

singapore is the most important of
the settlement ig it consists of an island
27 miles long and 14 broad it is separ-
ated from tlethe peninsula bya strait less
than half a mile wide at the narrowest
point the only town in the settlement
Is the cityclacy of singapore the capital of
the straits settlements it Is a pic-
turesqueturesque prosperous town with a largeeuropean population

it Is probable that as events in the
philippine islandsislands develop the nanameses
here mentioned will become more fam-
iliar

fam-
iliar to the american public

it is a severe reflection on the span

lobleh government of the philippines tocontrast the conditions on these islandswith those of the9 traitsastraus settlementsgettle mentsunder a more humane and rational rulethe inhabitants of the philippines
should be as much capable of civiciviliselikation as the natives of the malay penin-sula and surrounding islands and yet
what a contrastcontrast

PRICKS ADVANCING

probably the first of our producersproduceTs
to realize anything as a result of the
american spanish waxwar will be the
sheep raisers and wool dealers both in-dustriesdus tries are largely represented in thlethisstate and from both have complaints
occasionally been hearldheard that the resultsof the business do not reach a surnsumsufficiently large to justify the originaloutlay incidental expense and inevit-able losses through death exposure andtheft now however things look favofavor-able for that fraternity not only in athlastate but all others the united stateshas made a call for large ainamounts ofwoolen fabrics for soldsoldierslers clothing alsoalefor blankets etc the call being coicon-
sidered heavy enough to give an im-mediate upward impetus to the wootwoofbusiness in all its phases but itif wathewar concontinuestinges long there will have ttobe many more suphsuch issued meanwhile
the regular market willani tallfall onoft very
little if at all notflot enough to neutralizeneutralise
the advance which the governmentsgovernment
requirements are sure to bring aboutandan acesucesaltogether the growers and handlersof fleeces will undoubtedly be in cloverfor awhile at least
it Is notmot necessary to engage in verbalspeculationpeculation regarding ablethe cattle busi-ness it is one of the ermest quota

eions on the market with a tttendencyndeto raisebalse rather than recede thisis may
not be very cheering tot
home consumersconsumero however whoh in mowacamoases pay the bills flAflakily but tola a finething for those who have stock or sheepto sell As the old adage has it AUIII windind that blowsbowa nobody good

WILL SPAIN ottil NOW

senor silvellaSilveSilvelaslaa appelh in the spanish
cortes monday would not possess the
significance it does had it been made at
any other time or in any other place
for a castiliancastillanCastl llan a loyal castillanCastl llan at
that to publicly assert in theflae presence
of his fellow legislators andi large num-
bers of the public that spain will be un-
able to hold on to ikerher transatlantices Is looked upon as veryvarly S inificantant over here such a statement Is16 re-garded isas merely a recital of chakiwhat ainevitable and what anyanar one concan seeaee
whose eyes axeare not closed to unpleasant
truths because they are unpleasant
but coming from such a source thetheyX
come very near bordering on the starl
ilog blusteraluster and brag are shown to be
abundant factors in the spanish stock
in trade and a candid Stattestatementmeiamounting in effect to an admission thatthat country has permitted itself to be
drawn into a useless hopeless conflict
does but show the exception which es-
tablishestab lishes the rule that the spanish asa class are not sufficiently liberal in
their use of veracity

silvela must be a man of wondrous
nerve as well as unusual frankness to
be able to make such a concession un-
der the circumstances had therether been
more of his special qualification repos-
ing in the system of premier sagasta
the spanish might today be in undis-
puted possession of some twenty ships
which have been captured or destrodestroyedyeI
by the forces of the united states gov-
ernment also of large sums of money
which have been sacrificed and loloststandand
perhapsperhapp or more of her fighting men
who have been slain in battle withyankee pigs but he and his asso-
ciates were sadly deficient in the re


