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in Chicago was fired by the contact
with a nail, of a copper wire, su; ply-
ing the electric light. A house in
New York was fired by a wire
touching a cornice, and in Cincin-
natia similar case occurred.

The National Association of Fire
Engineers of the United States, at
a convention in Richmond,Virginia,
investigated this subject at consid-
erable length,and after hearing from
several electricians, adopted the fol-
Jowing, which we commend to the
congideration of allinterested:

““The resolutions reg::ll'tad by the
committee were adopted, and were
as follews:

¢“After hearing the report of the
committee on topic No. two,and the
| evidence adduced in the discussion
following as to the danger of com-
bustion and the liability of serious
injury and probable death to any one
coming in contact with improperly
insulated or broken wires used for
conducting electricity for lighting
purposes, it is the opinion of this
association that, as the electrie light
is about to be introduced in many of
our cit'es and towns, and without
due precautions being taken in put

| city,said openly at a noonday prayer
meeting of Protestants, that a.
feacher in the public echools assured
him that the majority of the boys
aud girls therein were utterly skep-
tical regarding scripture truth and
their soul’s eternal welfare: ‘
were going down to hell as fast as,
they could go,and theynever thought .
of it—never, apparently, even
;irm%ﬁide:f it. Th Bﬂiﬂgla fact aji;::;
8 su t to prove the ‘pagan ™y
influences;’ anﬁ as to the schools
being ‘godless.’ they have been ac-
knowledged to be of that iniquitous..
character by the best-informed non-
Catholic writers of ourday. % *.
Parents will be held responsible be-
fore God for the salvation of the -
souls of their children, who are the
innocent victims of parental error,
when their faith is endangered by. -
roximate ism such as has .
n i.Justrated by the Protestant
clergyman whose words we have
quoted.”

While we do not endorse many of
the doctrines of Catholici-m, we
agree with the Monitor in its strié- "
tures upon the system which shuts
God out of the schoolroom, and keeps

see the presentand know not the
ends in view of the Omnis¢ient One,
Sometimes a great number ﬂrfﬂ;wo-
E]e unite in petitions to an official
olding the pardoning power,for the
life of a convicl condemned to die.
The officer has something else to
consider besides the wi-hes of the
petitioners. Public policy bas to be
borue in mind. Justice has claims
that must be satisfiel. Principles
are at stake that should be main-
tained, Anda wizre man will not
be swayed altogether by consider.-
tions of sentiment and theexpressed
desires of sympathetic people, but
will study what is right to do in the
premises, and what will be for the
good of the whole community.
"~ God, who com prehends the results
of things, knows what is best for
His creatures and therefore is not,
and ought not to be, swayed from
bringing about His designs by the
prayers of those who comprehend
not. The idea that «he Lord is un-
der obligations (o do just what His
creatures ask, if a large number of
them request it, is to us absurd. It
leaves no room for His discretion; it
makes Him the creature of human
will; it constitutes mankind the dic-

funds that no! ody else does. Their
impertinent curiosity is not satisfied
and they resent thie closing ol the|
books against their Paul Pry noses,
It is none of the’r business, but is
open to any Church member having
an interest in the matter. Dupe
ought not to expect that a stranger
coming into . this ecity will
be accommodated with in-
formation about things which do
not concern him, and those visilors
who, like Dupe, spend a little time
at Salt Lake and then undertake to
| tell all about the workings of the
“‘Mormon” marriage system in
homes which they never see, and in
a l'erri ory reaching over four hun-
dred miles in length, only expose
their own folly to thoughtful people.
There is one statement made by

Dupe that weswill notice, because it
is a notion that many intelligent
people may entertain; that is:

¢“The parents adhere ¢losely to
their religion, but the children, on
growing up, break away from it. The
Churen is thus compelled to keepup
its numbers by direct importation
from abroad.”

The fact is that the most eflicient

DuriNnG the past summer some im-
aginative and low-minded person
concocted a story, which we believe
.first appeared in the Eureka (Neva-
da) ZLeader, that has been copled
into several papers with comments,
and reflections, and calls uﬁn Con-
gress to ‘““dynamite the Mormons
and destroy polygamy.” Thisisthe
story, which purports to relate what
took place at Ogden, wiien a com-
pgny ot Bwedish Immigrunts arriv-
ed:

“] was looking on with great cu-
riosity, when I discovered a tfow-
headed, buxom girl wceping bitter-
ly. Two or three old women were
scolding at her, and a withered up
old Mormon stood with his arm
around her. He finally coaxed her
off to his wagon, she screaming and
crying that she would not marry
him and he never letting go of her
until he set her down upon the wa-

Pl

gon tongue. A girl was following | ting up the wires, and their intro-| . : ° At 2 b s m h children most of their time under
them. 1 halted her and asked what | duction into buldings, they will be- EEEEI;::LT;;;M ﬂfﬂﬂﬂﬂaﬁ% condition of thelr servant, - «Ask | e influence,that ignore religion, i
was the trouble. Bhe said that this | come one of the worst and most for ans rercani'm e of “Mormon® | and ye shall receive,”. is & : promise they are not anitimh- opposed toit,"
girl was pledged to the old man and | E ’ lhere can be little wonder that

dangerous factors in the alieady suf
that he had paid her passage out;| ficiently difficult problem of ‘un-
and now shedid not antte marry | known causes of fires,” and tneir
him because he already had a wife | extinguishment, that our fire de-

and seven children. I asked if she|partments have to contend with;
would be forced to do so. The girl| therefore,

replied: “‘Of course she will. They| ¢Resolved, That we, the National
have pledged her t. him.” Poor| Association of Fire Engineers of the
thing! the last that I saw of her she United States,urge upon the author-
was struggling to get away from |ities of all cities and towns where
him, and the withered old fellow | the electric light is about to be in-
was holding on with both arms |troduced, the absclute necessity of
around her. It is sickening to|passing ordinances governing the
think of such things in a civilized | manner in which all wires ehall be

land. Dark as that girl’s mind was, | strung for the pur of producin
she had some grains of virtue and | the elgactriﬁ lig%l.m : .

some deliuatu: instincts. The de-| ¢First—That the wires shall be
spair picturedjon her face showed | distinet from all others.

at.” ‘Second—That they shall be thor-

Now we venture to say that no|©oughly insulated.
one in Ogden ever saw anything of ‘Third—There shall be upon the
the kind except the veracious ay- exterior of all buildings where the
thor of this atrocious romance, and wires are” introduced an absolute
he, or she, or it beheld it only in a cut-off, (not a mere shunt,) so that

subject to many qualifications. An
indulgent parent will grant the 1e-
quests of a ch'ld if for the benefit
of the little one and conso
nant ,“'“h wisdom and the
parents own  purposes and
experience. Denial is often far bet-
ter for the child than compliance
with its wishes. The parent, too,
may be rightfully displeased with
the clLild and therefore properly re-
fuss the request. The Kternal Fa-
ther deals thus with His children. |
Have the people of the United
States merited the favor of God so|
much as to have demands upon His
interposing power?

One of the essentials to prevailing
prayer is faith, Those who ask
must do 8o in faith, nothing doulst-
lug. Were the prayers oflered for
the life of Garfield presented in that
unwavering faith? Or did not many
of those who prayed that ne might

children, when grown up, “break
away” from the Church than of peo-
ple who are brought here from
abroad, Now and thensome young
man or young woman abjures the
faith of the parents, but such cases
are very rare and few compared with
the num:er of those who are firm
in their adherence. Our Bunday
Schools, young men’s and young Ja-
dies’ Mutual Imjrovement Associa-
titns, and other agencies for the
insiruction of the youth, have
the effect of indoctrinating them in
the prineiples of ¢ Mormonism,'” and
when once understood and sensed in
their true spirit, # isnot at all likely
that they will 'e forsaken by the
young people; unless, as they grow
up to maturity, they are led into
temptation by the agencies fupport-
ed by those ““Christian civilizers”
who gave Dupe his points, and who
would rather see a

skepticiam is increasing in the land
when school teachers are barr
from inculeating <he truths of the
gospel, and the ract that they them-
selyes are infidels forms no barrier
to the obtaining of control over the
plastic minds of youthful pupils.

T'his subject is one that should re-
commend itself to the attention of
the thoughtful among the Latter-
day Baints. We need more schools
Jnto which faith shall enter, and
the duty which mankind owes to
God will be made pamit of pri- -
mary education. As our present
system stands, in such parts of the
| Territory as have a mixed popula-
tion, doctrinal tedching cannot
be made any prominent feature
in the district echool. We shall
either have to remodel ' the
present system, or inaugrate deno-
Imin tional schools under Church™

young man tronage and direction, that our
very evil mind’s eye, The idea of | In case the firemen are called upon | ... ven and debauched, and a |live expect all the (ime that he|} g >
anyone being compelled to marry | PY cause of fire to enler there the young girl led into infamy, than | would die? The secret reasons for | ﬁuﬁ DROr I8y 10t _be Xeps oWiside

the pale of religious influences for
{1;3 days uélcl;d of mEn in every week.
_ e want in the school room as
study, 1’ we could read motives &s/| . o)) 05 in the Tabernacle, and the
God discerns them. They were(g,irit of our religion shovld perme-

Union is necessary to successful | : > B quough.
prayer from a number of people. paganizing influences in the

cause of instant death—the inevila-
ble result of coming in conlaet with
improperly insulated or broken
wires under very many situstions—
may be in a very great measure
avoided.””

an old man or & young man, an old
woman or & young woman, in the
Territory of Utah is simply prepos-
terous. And it is also diametrically
anoeed to the theory and practice
of the Latter-day Saints or “Mor-
mons.” - No one can posslbly enter

that they should remain in thefaith
and practice of the Church of the
psrents.

We have reason to be proud of the
chifldren of the Latler-day BSaints,
| although, as any sensible person
might reasonably expect, some go

the prayers for the late President’s
recovery would be an interesting

—H'——h+1-+——_———

into ““Mormon” marriage except by | astray, and bring sorrow to their| Were they united in spirit? Did ok S 4 t“h:;: s o e
their own free will and choice. Sug- A DUPE’S LETTER. nts’ hearts. And there is this | not some pray from a political kneel- T I Oy
posing that a man had advanced act to consider, if a young “Mor-|ing ground, with a desire to keep —— -

A CORRESPONDENT of the Sacra- |
mento Record-Union writes a letier
from Salt Lake, in which he under-
takes to enlighten the western world
on the subject of the ‘“Mormon

Church in Utah.” He signs the
epistle “D.” After reading all that
“D” has to say, we have come to the
conclusion that his name is Du pe.
Somebody has crammed him full
with silly stories and old fusty an:i-
““Mormon” rubbish, and he now un-
dertakes to bring it forth again for
the regalement of the people of the
coast, who have heard the same stu

pid yarns over and over again for

the money for the passage of the
young Swedish girl with “despair

ictured on her face.” There is no

aw or custom which would require
the girl to marry him in payment.
There would be no diﬂlc-uﬁ; in the
way of her earning the money very
soon to liquidate tne debt, as serv-
ing girls are in great demand here
at good wages, There is no place in
Utah where any such e¢laim could
be enforced, and theie are no people
in the world who would be guicker
to relieve a from any such
obligation as here alleged than the
Latter-day Saints,

It se>ms ausurd, no doubt, to

down the Stalwarts who were likely
to succed to power? Did not others |
pray in fear that their own positions
would be endangered by thedeath of
the President? Did not others ask
for his life as an experiment or test
of the efficavy of prayer? And did
not many join in lip service and as
a mere matter of form?

mon’’ man or woman goes into sin
| and vice, that is the surest indica-
tion that he or she wi 1 forsake the
“Mormon” Church. Let Dupe pon-
der on that, and when he goes to
another place of note, and wishes to
write it up, unless he desires to mis-
represent let him learn the facts
from those who know them, and
will state them honestly, and not
suffer himself to be duped by the
designing, to do tuhe work of the
Devil.

e ——— - TR v afie— :

PRAYER AND THE PRESI-

VISIONS IN THE CLOUDS.

THE following account of phenomena
said to have been witnes~ed by dit,
ferent persons, is taken from the
columns of the Seientific American, '*
Of course we do not vouch for its

But whether the essentials to|Correctness and therefore effer Do
true, fervent and effectual prayer |opinion as to the character of thae..

entered or not into the call upon |appearances, but we remind oar
God for the wounded I'resident’s I'Eﬂplfﬂrﬂ that one of the tokens of the

recovery, the right of refusal must | |atter times, in conneetion with
remain with the Almighty, no mat- | other events which are now trans- *
ter if it were for the benefit or chas- piring, were to- be ‘‘signs in ‘the

tisement of the petitioners, or be-| heavens” as well as in the earth:

-

many of our readers, to notice|Years. We are not surprised at .DEHT’B DEATH. cause it would be inharmonious with

euch rubbish as is contained|Dupe’s receiving these stories or : g His own plans in reference tothe| :isplays of aurora borealis are
in  the paragraph we have| writing them down gravely as facts. | L 1TE Pacific Christian Messenger| .. =~ auﬁ the progress of human |evidently infrequent in Delaware;
quoted. We should pay no atten-|But we must confess to somesurprise | does not seem to take Talmage’s events. Maryland and Virginia, The local

5

And it is very poor reasoning to | PRPersof the latlet part of Septem-
conclude that prayer is ineffectual | V¢f and the first week in October

tien to it, and have not done =o till
now, although we have seen it sev-
eral times repeated, were it notthat

that the £Zecord-Union should print
them.

There is only one thing in the let-

view of the prayer question. He

contended that the prayers oflered “

reputable papers are foolish or base
enough to copy it as a fact. The
story is so improbgble that we
should think it would" be recognized
asa fabrication without any ecriti-
cism or denial. It is simply a nasty

| cended morning, noon and night to _
itlle novelet te. 2%“@“&%%‘:{?& “'}:;Ig E:::Tlti%xilng a throne of grace to s the life of | that God dneahihear fud s wer Eﬁu,m?: :i: :1;0!:1 :wﬁzﬁ{:n
5 told~ that - this - “'P® | the President. The petition was not yer. And while th+ world g -ows iti in the h bo P-
was a 8 Wwas spe- .| skeptical, and thus builds up a wall | barition in the heavens, about 10
MORE ABOUT ELECTRIC |cially used and « kept on|granted. This has led to much dis- | ¢ P beliof P a o’clock p.m., of white robed figures
LIGHTING. | the go all the whila],” carrying pro- ““’iﬂiiﬁ in ggﬁ“lﬂf ﬁr';d the PB]"E ﬂﬂg:]th;esa;t::ﬂwﬁi? ;: h]i:'il;g ]:;?_ which were supposed by those who
visions for the leaders of the|B3t0 thee Yy ol prayer. Surely ' . |saw them to be angels. It is all the
IvESTIGATIONS into the sulject of| Chureh. °Of eurte Dupe's ears I God anewers praver at all it fe| At lo L STy, S1 PIYE: | alk of the peopie i and around the'
the dangers attending the present |&2ped and took this all in, as well as iiiédfl::;-cnn;;:e?:& earnest | Meekness, humility, submission to | V)ages of New Balimore and

system of lighting by electricity de-
monstrate that unless proper pre-

cautions are adopted, accidents in-
volving the loss of life and property
are exiremely likely to take place,
We have reterred to some occurren-
ces of the kind in these columns, not

ter that has not been told before,
and that, like the rest of the stories
repeated fcr the eleven hundred-and-
eleventy-eleventh time, is untrue.
A few months ago a delivery wagon
was purchased for the benefit of the

the
falsehoods about President
getting ““a million dollars a

threadbare and dilapidated
oung’s
; year”’
from the tithing, boasting he ¢ould |

“buy up all Congress with his m -

lions,” and so on. Dupe
“What becomes of t!'is tithin

says,

g fund

no one knows, or how much it

up for I resident Garfleld’s -life had
been “triumphantlyjanswered.” The
Messenger says:

“For nearly three mnnthﬁ- the
united petitions ef God’s people as-

supplication of his children, and
many are discouraged.”

It is claimed by rome of the reli-
gious papers that this failure to ob-
tain the desired answer to prayer has
been the cause of an increase of
skepticism in the land, and that

on general principles because in
this case the requests of the people
were not complied with., On the
same principle, if one pelition to
Congress is refused no others should
ever be presented. The Latter-day
Saints know by repeated experience

all things shall be done aceording to
the eternal wisdom of Him who
Enoweth all things,

—_—*‘*

“PAGANIZING INFLUENCES.”

the divine will, and confidence that |

| contain numerous references Lo mar-

velous visions in the clouds, and
exhibit a mediseval condition of

popular intelligence in the rural dis-

tricts scarcely less marvelous. The
Warrentown (Va.) Solid Southsays:
‘A number of reliable and responsi-

| this community
nessed a most alarming sight in the
heavens some nights since, just be- «us.

Buckland.” © The Richmond Dis-
patch, of the Tth, prints a note
from Mr. M, C. Grasty, of Freder--
icksbur% Va., dated
which he says: ¢‘Many persons in
claim to have wit-

with & view to retard the progress | amounts to no one knows outside of | “m Jhristi h

. | ““many Christians question whether . : fore daybreak. The heavens are
of eleetric illumination by “any|the men who handle it.” How then | the pr{;miFEB to hgar and answer| LHE San Francisco Monitor.a Cath- | gaid to have been lighted, and vast
means, but to promote caution and|did Dupe find out that it amounted olic organ, having made the state-

thus aid in preventing the repei-
tion of such occurrences as we have

related. The rogues who stufied Dupe with | mortals to imagi ing” and under “pagan influences,” ? Coul bee |
ne that the Almigh- s {tion? uld it have n a mir-
It appears that Mr. Brush himself | the musty tales which he has|tyis hound'tot?n as they desire, aigm- :ﬂi,gkﬂn fo task by some of thei'lge?’

had a narrow escape while explain-
ing his own lluminator, By some
careless movement the electric fluid
struck one of his thumbs, inflicting’

an ugly and painful gash, laying the

flesh bare to the bune, A building |

E

to a million doll rs a year, and

that

Brigham Young appropriated it?

spread out in the columns of the Re-
cord-Union, have been very anxious
to learn all the d: tafls of the Church
finances and have not sueceeded,

and therefore they

imagine be-

cause they mnothing about those

i

prayer are sure,’”
“It appears tous the hight of folly |
and presumption for short-sighted

ply because they pray for what they
wish. We do not =0 understand the
]'l)‘rnmim of God in relation to prayer,

he purposes of God canrot be turn-

ed aside, neither can his ‘plans be
subverted to gratify those who only

ment that the public sechools ot Cali-
fornia were ‘‘godless,” ““demoraliz-

papers. Whereupon the
Monitor maintains its assertions and
says:

“It was only a short time since

that Rev. Aaron Williams, a well-
Enown Protestant clergyman of this

formed, armed and drilling. Who
else saw it, and wh.t is the explana-

Similar observations were made
further north. A Wilmington, Del.,
dispatch says: ‘The people in this
vicinity are greatly excited over
what they believe to be supernatur-

lal manifestations,

A litle girl,

th inst,, in

numbers of soldiers appeared, uni-




