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editorialsEDIT
AN ANTIAHTI IM ORMON NO-

VELETTE

DURINGdurma the past summer some im-
aginativeaginative and low minded person
concocted a story which we believe
firsfirstt appeared in ththee eueurekareka neva-
da leaderzeader that has been copied
into several papers with comments
and reflections and calls upon con
gross to dynamite the mormonscormons
and destroy polygamy ththis is the
story which purports to relate what
took place at ogden wilen a com-
pany ct swedish immigrants arriv-
ed

griIII1I was looking on with great cu-
riosityrnoriosity when I1 discovered a tow-
headed buxom girl weeping bitter-
lyy two or three old women were
scolding at her amiand a withered up
old mormon stood with his arm
around her he finally coaxed her
off to his wagon she screaming and
crying that she would not marry
him and he never letting go of her
until he set her down upon the wa-
gon tongue A girlirllri was following
them I1 halted herer and asked what
was the trouble she said that this
girl was pledged to the old man and
that he had paid her paspassageage out
and now she did not ant to marry
him because he already had a wife
and seven children I1 asked if she
would be forced to do so the girl
replied of course she will they
have pledged her t him poor

the last that I1 saw of her she
was struggling to get awaawsawayy from
him and the withered old fellow
was holding on with both arms
around her it is sickening to
think of such things in a clcivilized
land dark as that girls mind was
she had some grains of virtue andand
some delicate instincts the de-
spairanairain picturedpicturedonon her face showed
that

rownowlow we venture to say that no
one in ogden ever saw anything
the kind except the veracious ajau-
thor of this atrocious romance and
hebe or she or it beheld it only in a
very evil minds eye the idea
anyone being compelled to marry
an old man or a young man an old
woman or a young woman in the
territory of utah is simply prepos-
terous and it is also diametrically
oy0opposed to the theory and
of the latter day saints or irrmordior
mons noloonetooneone can possiblypoalbly enter
into mormon marriage except by
their own free will and chochoiceca sup-
posing that a man had
the money for the passage of the
young swedish girl with despair
pictured on her face there Israwlaw or custom which would
the girl to marry him in payment
there would be no difficulty in the
way of her earning the money very
soon to liquidate lne debt as serv-
ing girls are in great demand here
at good wages there is no place in
utah where any such claim could
be enforced and thelethere are no people
in the world who would be quicker
to relieve a person from any such
obligation as here alleged than the
latter day saints
it beems absurd no doubt to

many of our readers to notice
sucheuch rubbish as Is contained
in the paragraph wowe have
quoted we should pay no atten-
tion to it and have not done so till
now although we have seen it sev-
eral times repeated were it not that
reputable papers are foolish or base
enough to copy it as a fact thether
story laIs so improbable ththatat we
should think it would be recognized
as a fabrication without any criti-
cism or denial it laIs simply a nasty
ittle novelette

MOREMOKE ABOUT ELECTRIC
LIGHTING

investigations into the subject of
the dangers attending the present
system ofalighting by electricity de-
monstrate that unless proper pre-
cautions are adopted accidents in-
volving the loss of life and propertyy
are extremely likely to take placewewis have referred to some occurren-
cesce of the kind in these columns not
with a view to retard the progress
of electric illumination by any
means but to promote caution and
thus a id in preventing the reperepelrepeli
tion of such occuroccurrencesrentes as we have
related

it appears that mr Bbrushush himself
had a arrownarrown escape while explain-
ing his illuminatortontor by some
careless movement fluid
struck ononee of hishii thumbs inflicting
an ugly and phinpainful gash laying the
flesh bare to the bonebune AA building

in chicago was fired by the contact
with a nail of a copper wire sulsui ply-
ing the electric light A house in
new york was fired by a wire
touching a cornice and in cincin-
nati a similar case occurred

the national association of fire
engineers of the united states at
a convention in richmond virginiaVirgillia
investigated thisthia subject at consid-
erable length and after hearing from
several electricians adopted the fol
lowing which we commend to the
consideration of all interested

the resolutions reported by the
commcommitteeattee were adopted and were
as follows

aftergranner hearing the report of the
committee on topic no the
evidence adduced in the discussion
following as to the danger of com-
bustion and the liability of serious
injury and probable death to anyone
coming in contact with improperly
insulated or broken wires used for
conducting electricity for lighting
purposes it is the opinion of this
association that as the electric light
iais about to be introduced in many of
our cities and towns and without
due precautions being taken in put
tincupting up the wires and their intro-
duction into buildings they will be-
come one of the worst and most
dangerous factors in the aheady suf

difficult problem of un-
known causes of fires and their
extinguishment that our fire de-
partmentspartments have to contend with
therefore

ceecResolved that we the national
association of fire engineers of the
united Statesurgeburge upon the aughnauthor-
ities of all cities and towns where
the electric light is about to be in-
troducedtrod the absolute necessity of
passingpawing ordinances governing the
manner in which all wires shall be
strung for the purpose of producing
the electric light

first that the wires shall be
diridistinct from all others

second that they shall be thor-
oughly insulated

third therothere shall be upon the
exterior of all buildings where the
wires are introduced an absolute
cutoffcut off not a mere shunt so that
in case the firemen are called upon
by cause of fire to entenienierer there the
cause of instant death the inevita-
bleje result of coming in contact with
improperly insulated or broken
wires under very many situations
may be in a very great measure
avoided

A DUPES letterLETTE
A of the sacra-
mento record unionon writes a letter
from baitsalt lake injn which he under-
takes to enlighten the wewesternstern world
on the subject of the 61mormon
church in utah he signs the
epistle IDD after reading uliull that
IDD hashag to sayiny we have cocomeme to the
conclusion that his name is dupe
somebody has crammed him full
with silly astories and old fusty anandaej1

igiI-
IImormon rubbish and he now un-
dertakesder takes to bring it forth again for
the regalement of the people of the
coast who have heard the same asantu
pid yarns over and over again for
years we are not surprised at
dupes receiving these stories or
writing them down gravely as facts
but we must confess to isomeisomo surprise
that the record union should print
them

there is only one thing in the let-
ter that has not been told before
and that likethe rest of the stories
repeated for the eleven hundred and
eleveneleventhty eleventh time is untrue
A few months ago a delivery wagon
was purchased for the benefit of the
hands employed around the tithing
office and public works and dupe
was told that this waswaa spe-
cially used and kept on
the go all the while carrying pro-
visions for the leaders of the
church of course dupes ears
gaped and took this all in as well as
the threadbare and dilapidated
falsehoods about president youngs
getting 4 a million dollars a year
from the tithing boasting he could
I1 buy up all congress with his m I1
lions and so on dupe says
1 watwhat becomes of tithing fund
no one knows or how much it
amounts to no one knows outside of
the men who handle it howhou then
did dupe find out that it aamountedM ouanted
to a million doll rs a year andand that
brigham young appropriateded it

the rogues whwho0 tu dupe with
the MUSmurtymustyty tales which helie liashas
spread out in the columns of thereilieille re
cord union have been very anxious
to learn all thed tails of the church
finatifinancescesoes and have nutnot succeeded
and therefore they be-
cause they nothing about those

funds that nol ody else does their
impertinent curiosity is not satisfied
and they resent the closingol01 the
books against their paul pry bosee
it is none of the r business but iais
open to any church member having
an interest in the matter dupe
ought not to expect that a stranger
coming into this city willvill
be accommodated with in-
formation about things which do
not concern him and those visitorsvisit ors
who like dupe spend a little time
at saltbait lake and then undertake to
tell all about the workings of the

mormon marriage0 system in
homes which they never seeeee and in
a terriverrl ory reaching over four hun-
dred miles in length only expose
their own folly to thoughtful people

there is one statement made by
dupe that cewill notice because it
is a notion that many intelligent
people may entertain that is

the parents adhere closely to
their rellreilreligion0 lonion but the children on
ggrowingrawin up break away from it thegischurch ia thus compelled to keep up
its numbers by direct importation
from abroad

the fact is that the most efficient
missionaries in the field are of mor-
mon parentage also that a very
far less percentage of mormon
children when grown up break
away from the church than of peo-
ple whowiio are brought here from
abroad now and then some young
man or young woman abjures the
faith of the parents but such cases
are very rare and few compared with
the number of those who are firm
in their adherence our sunday
schools young mens and young jala
dies mutual imi t associa-
tions and other agencies for the
instruction of the youth haye
the enneffeffectLmethet of indoctrinating them in
the principles of 61 mormonism and
whenwilen once understood and sensed in
their true spirit it ignot at all likely
that they will lel e forsaken by the
young people unless as they grow
up to maturity they are led into
temptation by the agencies support-
ed by those christian
who gave dupe his points and whowilo
would rather see a young man
drudrunkenriken and debauched and a
young girl led into infamy than
that theythuyahr y should remain in the faith
and practice of the church of the
poparentsrents

we have reason to be proud of the
of the latter day saints

although as any sensible person
i might reasonably expect somebome go
astray and bring sorrow to their
parents hearts and there is this

i tactfact to consider if a young mor-
mon man or woman goes into sin
and vice that is the surest indica-
tion that he or she wiwl I1 forsake the

mormon church let dupedude pon-
der on that and when he goes to
another place of note and wishes to
writwrite it up unless helie desires tomisto mis-
represent let him learn the facts
from those who know them and
will state them honestlynestlylioiio and not
suffer himself to be duped by the
designingsigningde to do tuethe work of the
devil

PRAYER AND THE presi-
dents DEATH

TIIEtile pacific christianchrisclanflan messenger
does not seem to take balmagesTal mages
view of the prayer question he
contended that the prayers offered
upeorup for I1 resident Garfields wevre had
been 11 the
messenger says

for nearly three months the
united petitions of gods people as-
cended morning noon and night to
a throne of grace to spare the life of
the president the petition was not
granted this has led to much dis-
cussion in the pulpit and the papers
as to thoithol efficacy of prayer surely
if god answers prayer at all it is
said he would have answered this
united long earnest
supplication of his children and
many aroare discouraged

it is claimed by some of thothe reli-
giousbious papers that this failure to ob-
tain the desired answer to prayer has
been thethir cause of an increase of
skepticism in the landanelanlanddandand that
amanymany christians question whether
the promises to hear and answer
prayer are sure

it appears to us the highhight3 t offolly
and presumption for biloshort
mortals to imagine that the

Sty is bound to do as they desire sisimm
pisply because thatheyey pray for what they
wish we do not eo understand the
promises of god in relation to prayer
the purposes of god canootcannotcan ot be turn-
ed asidoaside neither alnaincan his plans be
subverted to gratify those who only

see the present and know not the
endsendi in view of the omniscient one

SomeSometimos a great numnumberberofof peo-
pletleele unite in petitions to an offlelalofficial
holding the pardoning power for the
lifeilfe of a convict condemned to die
the has something else to
consider besides the filheswi hebhes of the
petitionerspetitioners public policy has to be
borne in mind justice lashas claims
that must be saUssatis nelnei principles
are at stake that should be main-
tained and a wleewise man will not
be swayed altogether by consider i
eions of sentiment and expressedthe
desires of sympathetic people but
will study what is right to do in the
premises and what will be for the
good of the whole community

god who comprehends the results
of things knows what iaIs best for
his creatures and therefore is not
and ought not to be swayed from
bringing about his designs by the
prayers of those who comcomprehend
not the idea that uhe lortlordnord is un-
der obligations to do just what his
creatures ask ifjf a large number of
them request it is to us absurd it
leaves no room for his discretion it
makes him the creature of human
willwiil it constitutes mankind the dic-
tators and reduces the deity to the
condition of their servaservantfhtfit ask
and ye shall receive iaa-a promise
subject to many quailqualifications an
indulgent parent will grant the leie
quests of a if for the benefit
of the little one and consobonso
nant with wisdom and the
parents own purposes and
experience denial is oftenolten far bet-
ter for the child than compliance
with its wishes the parent too
may be rightfully displeased with
the ellidchild and therefore properly re
fusa the request the eternal fa-
ther deals thus with his children
have the people of the united
states merited the favor of god so
much as to have demands upon his
interposing power

one of tiiethe essentials to prevailing
prayer is faith those who ask
must du so in faith nothing douht
lugjug were the prayers offered for
the life of garfield prespresentedentea in that
unwavering faith or did not many
of those who prayed that he might
live expect all the time that he
would die the secret reasons for
the prayers for tuethe late presidentpresidents
recovery would be an interesting
study it we could read motives as
god discerns them they were

somebome of them selfish
union iaIs necessary to successful
prayerprater from a number of people
were they united in spirit did
not some pray from a political kneel-
ing ground a desire to keepheep
down the stalwartsStal warts who were likely
to succeed to power did not others
pray in fear that their own positions
would be endangered by the death of
the president did not others ask
for his life as an experiment or test
of the emmieffiefficacyeay of prayer and did
not many join in lip service and as
a mere matter ofoffofo m

but whether the essentials to
true fervent and effectual prayer
entireentereddorjor not into the call upon
god for the wounded presidentresidents
recovery the right of refusal must
remain with the almighty no mat-
ter if it were for the benefit or chas-
tisementti of the petitionersers or be-
cause it would be inharmonious with
his own plans in reference to the
nation and the progress of human
events

and it iais verytiery poor reasoning to
conclude that prayer is ineffectual
on general principles because in
this case the requests of the people
were not complied wilh on the
kamecame principle ifi one petition to
congress is refused no others should
evereven be presented the battet day
saints know by repeated experience
that god does hearbear and answer
prayer and while th world g aws
skeptical and thus builds up a wall
of unbelief between earth and bea-
ven

hea-
ven

hea-
vedved the saints stand as living wit-
nesses to the effleacyefficacy of prayer of-
fered in faith in the rightlight spirit in
meeknesmeekness humilityy subhisubmissionglongion to
the divine will and confidence thatthai
all things shall be donedond according to
the eternal wisdom of him who

all thinthingsgo

PAGAN IZING 1influences
timTHE san francisco 31Sio cath-
olicolic organ having made the state-
ment that the public schools OTof cali-
fornia were godless 11 demoraliz-
ingluglandand underr pagan influences
was taken to task by some of the
secularsecu far papers whereupon the
monitor maintains 16its assertions and
says

it was only a short time since
that revllev aatonaaron williams a well
known protestant clergyman of this

eitycitysaldsaid openly at a noonday prayer
meeting of protestants thatthao a
teacher in the pub le schools assured
him that the majority of the boys
aud girls therein wereivere utterly skep-
tical regarding scripture truth andfind T1

their soupsBoulls eternal welfare they 3

were going down to hellhelihellasheliasas fast nalsasil
they could boand they nevennever thoughts0
of it never apparently even
dreamed of it this single fact alone
is susufficientmelon t to provetprove theha izing fki
I1influences 1 and as to the schools
beingbe ing fggodlessodless they have been acm
kknownowledged to be of that iniquitous
character by the best informed non s

catholic writers of our day
parents will be held responsible be
fore god for the salvation of the
souls of their children who areard the
innocent victims of parental error
when their faith is endangered bbyY
proximate paganism such asashabhasahas wbeenbeen by the protestant
clergyman whose words we have
quoted

while we do not endorse many of
the doctrines of Catholichmm we
agree with the monitor in its stric-
tures

4

upon the system which shuts
god out of the schoolroom and kkeeps
children most of their time under
the influence that ignore religion if
they are not positively opposed ttoftajt
there can be littlelittie wonder that
skepticism is increasing in the land
when school teachers are barred
from inculcating he truths of the
gospel and the tact that they them-
selves are infidels fornisanoforniformssnono barrier
to the obtaining of control over thetee
plastic minds of youthful pupils

this subject is one that should re
commend itself to the attention of
the thoughtful among the latter
day sainbainsaintsts we need more schools
antoito which faith shall enter and
the dudutyty which mankind owes to
god will be made rtisit of pirl
mary education As our priepresentent
system stands in such parts of the
territory as have a mixed popula-
tion doctrinal teaching cannot
be made any prominent feature
inill the district school we shall
either have to remodel the
present byssystemtemoror gnauinaugurategrate denbdenu
min schools under church
patronage and direction that our
little ones may not be kept outside
the pale of religious influences for
five days out of seven in every week
we want god in the school room as
0 elleli as in the tabernacle and ther

spirit of our religion should dermeateale allnil ounour affairs there are enough
t pagan izing influences in pifeithe
world without theintheir introduction in-
to our schoolhousesschool houses
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VISIONS IN THE CLOUDS

THETRE following account ofphenomena
said to have been witnessed by difgawa00

ferent persons is taken from the
columns of the scientific american T

of course we not vouch for itsAs
correctness and therefore efler no
opinion as to the character of ttfietldeleliel
appearances but we remind ouroud I
readers that one of the tokens of the
latter times in connection with
other events which are now trans it

were to- be signs inythe
heavens as well as in the earth

displays of aurora boreborealisalisalls are J

evidently infrequent in delawarermaryland and virginia the locallobil
paperspaper of ttethetto lattertaller paitonbairt of septem
ber and the first week in october Lrcontain numerous references to inarmar

iain the clouds and
exhibit a mediaevalmediaeval condition of
popopularpular intelligence in the rural dledie

scarcely lessjess marvelous thewarrentownWarren town va solid southdouth saydsayi
A number of reliable and responsi-

ble people whose names we can
give about a week ago bawsaw in aan
panipari tion in the heavens about fa

pm of white robed figures
which were supposed by those who
saw them tobe angels it is allali the
talk of the people jnin and around mhdtherfvillagesvillagea of0 new baltimore and
buckland 111 1 theth BichrichRirichmondelmondmond gutAUT
patchahJ of the ath prints a note
from mr M 0 grasty of Frefrederfredendebdei 1

vicksburgicks burg Vayvanva dated esth lustjust inlre
which he i ayshays many pepersonsesons iniii
this community claim to have wit-
nessed p most alarming bightsight in the
heavensbeavens some nightsnighta sinceeJustjust be salcal

0

sai
forefoe daybreak the heavens are
said to have been lighted and vast
numbers of soldiers appeared uni
formed armed and drilling who
else saw it and wh itt is the1413 explana-
tion could it have banbeen iia mirmin 1

ageigeagelagey 1

similar observations were made
further north A del
dispatch says the people in this
vicinityty are greatly excited over
what theythy beliebellebelievevetoto be
ala manifestations A little girlgla


