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donkeys and cattle during a recent ride
across the desert, and at one point
stopped by a pile of skeletons which
had been dug up from an Inca ruin ana
left there to bleach.

It s a curlous thing that there are
no bad smells on the desert, Flesh
does not rot, and you could leave a
dead chicken in your back yard at Pa-
casmayo and never get a smell, The
alr §s so dry that it sucks ail of the
juice out of anything left on the pands.
A short distance north of here i3 the
valley of the Plura river, which has
the same surroundings. Not long since
a traveler, Iin passing through thia
valley, saw an open coffin in the ceme-
tery, and with!n it the body of a dead
priest clothed in nothing but a purple
shirt and white cotton drawers. ‘The
body was lying alone out under the hot
sun of the troples, and the man, who
was a devout Catholic, oifered to bury
it, expressing great Indlgnation that
one of the fathers should be so treated.
The prlest of the town, however, re-
fused to permit anything of the kind,
saying: My dear sir, you do not un-
derstand. That 18 the body of my
friend, which I have put out there to
dry, so that I may send him to hla
family in Guayaquil.”

This dryness of the air is the cause
of the mummies of Peru being found
In such good preservatlon. There are
plenty of mummies to be had here,
and every mow and then one s dug up
in the excavation of the ruined ecltles
of the Indians, who had possesalon of
the country when the Bpantards came.
The mummles are found In a slttlng
posture, wrapped.in cloth and tied up
with strings. All about here I see the
vestiges of the works of the Incas.
They had a clvilizatlon on the average
hlgher than that of Peru today. They
cultivated n vagrt deal more of the land,
and thelr irrigation works jnetuded
thousands of ncres which are now des-
ert. I went, the other. day, up throurgh
the rdsert of the Inca rulps of Jeque-
tepeque. I doubt whether any of you
have ever heard of them. 8Stlll they
mark the site of what musat have been
once a populous city. They are situated
high up above the lands which are now
irrigated by the little river which flows
near them. Just below the ruins are
the remalns of what were once Inj
fortifications, great mounds of sun-
dried bricka, the ruins of which are
atiil about 200 feet high. The remains
of the city are in the heart of the des-
ert. They cover several hundred acres
and the wasalls, in many places, higher
than your head, still stand, white with-
In them the outlines of the houses ean
be plainly seen. In the center of the
clty there Ia a large mound, probably
the slte of an Inca palace, or of a
temple devoted to the vestal virgins of
the sun, J rode my horse up to the
top of this mound, and {n my mind's
eye could eaplly repeople the rulned
streets below me. All about me were
bits of pottery, the broken dishes of
that great natlon of the pas® Here
you could see the outlines of a square,
and there the remains of a large house.
which may have been the residence of
one of the rich nobility from whom
the Spaniards got thelr gold.

Notwithstanding this part of the Pa-
ciflc coast has had no raln for a long
time, the people are expecting it this
yvear. Do you know why? It ls becaume
-It does rain here almost regularly every
geven years, and the last big shower
was In 1891, There was a shower seven
yvears before that, and I am told that
about every seven, elght or nine years
there 18 a period of a week or more that
the raln pours down, and as {t touches
the earth. vegetation almost Instantly
springs up,. Almoat within a night the
degert becomes covered with green,
There are great fieldy of green grass,
and flowers by the thourands come in
bloom. There are plants which we have
only in hot houses and flowers more

brilliant than any we know. This vege-
tation often lasts but a few days. It
hags, however, been known to contlnue a
month, and at its height the cattle are
driven from the irrigated valleyvs out
upon the desert to feed, The s8eeds of
all sorts of plants, tres and fiowers seem
to keep perfectly In the hot, dry sand,
and to be ready to jump into Ilfe if
touched with moisture. I doubt, in fact,
if there s a more fertile soil on the
globe than that of the desert of Peru.

1t seems to be fully equal to that
which borders the Nile valley, and
wherever it can be irrigated it pro-}

duces ln many instances two crops n
vear. Planting goes on here all the
year around in the Iirrigated wvalleys,
and 1 see corn dropped in the same
neighborhood where it 18 almost ripe
enough for husking.

The only cultivated portions of the
coapt region of Peru are, as [ have
stated, the little valleys of the rlvers
fed by the Andean raing and snows,
There are on the coast of Peru about
forty of these valleys, which the waters
have cut out of the desert. At the end
of many of them you fAnd little towns,
which form the ports of the country,
and in the Interlor there are numerous
villages and small cities. The capita!
of Peru, Lima (pronounced Lee-ma),
is in the wvalley of the Rimae river.
Paita, where we firat stopped on our
way south, [s the port for the valley of
the Plura river, and here we are Near
the mouth of the Jequetepeque (Heke-
topeka) rive. As I write this I can
see droves of as fat cattle aa any
which are ever shipped to Chicago, be-
ing drlven out upon the pler to be loag-
ed for Lima and the ports further
south, and when walking out this morn-
ing I took photographs of the fat
beeves as they were swung by a der-
rick high up in the air and dropped Into
the lighter, in which they were taken
to the steamer in the harbor.

This 18 not the best cotton ralsing
section of Peru, but {n every ride
whieh I take {nto the country 1 sete
bushes and trees lining the streams
and Irrigating ditches white with cot-
ton bolls. Thia 18 the natural home of
the cotton plant, and it is'the one place
in the world where T have found cotton
growing on treea. ‘There are trees of
cotton In Peru fifteen and more feet
high, whieh produce two or three crops
of cotton a year, from ten to twenty
which has a cotton tree in jts back
yvard. The cotton from the tree Is suf-
yeard, There ls a little hotel here
ficient, the landlord mays, to pay for all
the eggs consumed in the hotel. 'This
native Peruvian cotton is not white,
llke our cotton. It 18 of different shades
of brown, some being guite tawny and
some decidedly red in color. The
white cotton i3 also rajsed.

The finest quality of rough Peruvian
cotton i1m ralsed In the department of
Piura, just north of where I now am.
It grows In the river valleys after the
seven years' raln, whieh there 13 much
heavier than at Pacasmsyo. At such

times the rivers flood the country,
bringing down rich slime from the
mountaing, and when the rains have

ceased every one starts to planting
cotton. The demand for labor is such
that many people go there at the time
of the mains for the work which they
know wlill be needed. The wages paid
are from 26 to 30 cents for a day of ten
houts. Raising this cotton may be
called the luxury of agrleculture. The
sofl {8 so rich that the plants de not
need manuring or tillage. The grounds
ia not plowed, but holes are dug for
the cotton seeds with a spade, and the
seeds covered up. A plant soon sprouts
and the planters know they are sure of
three good crops within the next year
ot 80. The first erop’' matures in nine
months and the others follow., After
these three crops there are irregular
erops from the same plant or tree for aj
number of yvears. The trees grow to a

hight of fifteen feet and more. Al

15 necegsary 18 to keep them trimmeq
and plck the cotton: In the lapdy
along the river whieh can he Irripateq
the crops are regular, and trom two tgq
three cfops & yeaf are common. Thga
cotton ripens, In fact, throughout Most
of the year, and you see buds, blossomsy
and cotton wool on the same tree at
the same time. In the irrlgated langy
the cotton yields 300 and 400 pounds to
the acre, and it 18 estimated that the
growlng and ballng cost about 31 gold
per bale. This cotton Is very valuaple
It now bringd 13 cents a pound and hag
brought as high as 23 cents. It outgel|q
any other ¢otton on earth, for it fa
used a8 wool. The fiber Is more ijke
wool than cotton, and when it is ginneq
it would easily pass for wool. Tt 14
uged by the manufacturers of hats
hoslery and underwear to mix =
wool, and Is sald to glve the article
into which it goes finer luster, g bette?
finish, and to render them less liable, t
shrink. The fiber is longer than gne
other, except the Sea Island ang thy
Egyptian cotton. 1 am told that g
area In which it will grow is Imited
Peru Is now raising conslderable whit :
cotton. The first seed planted Came %
am told, from Egypt, and the proqy t
Is sald to be very good. o

I almost despalr of givin

ture of the country alggng ﬁhzg: =
irrigated valleys of Peru. Nature hga
painted things differently here than 15
any other part of the world. Now on
imagine yourself in Egypt; at the n); l:
step you think of the highlandsg :;t
Mexico, and again are in Southern (g
ifornia or on the Pacific coast of As‘i,a.
The very sky 18 different. I am stop.
ping here with Mr. B. H. Kauttmy, S
an Ohio man, who came to 303&'
America twenty odd years agg and
who now has the largest shipping a
importing buslness of this payt I:,f
Peru. His house {3 on the beach and
waves roll In with a surf like thay
Atlantlc City or Cape May.  jhveos
evening the sun sets upon the “.rm;er""r
before us In a blaze of color guch erg
have never secen elsewhere, The tftl:m
are more gorgeous than those of th
Indian ocean, and more soft ang he. <
titul than those of Ttaly or el
8uch colors have never heen pmege.
canvas, and such scenle effects are u -
known In our part of the world Tﬂ'
changes of the sun at jts settip re
wonderful. It looks twlce ag 1arg ale
this clear air as at home, apg L:les ll:
sinks down toward the sea the water
Seem to pull 1t to thelr surface, ay that
it assumes the form of a balloop the

lower end of which {3 siow]
merged. A moment later tg’e “?E"
spreads out and you have 5 L

great

blue
atera
most

golden dome resting on the dark
horizon. It sinks lower, and the y
turn to gold and silver and the
delleate tints of purple and req ¢,
mateh the soft bright colors of ~.,,2
akles. Last night, just before the sun
went down, we had double rainbows
‘D the Andes, though there was no sign
of raln here on the coast. The ajr 19

the
States, and though it is now m,‘é,’,‘ff,‘,’,‘f

mer the heat 18 not oppreasj
have a steady sea breeze e\‘;:fya?ngt;?
noon. There is no better climate any-
:tgegel thzg: t‘l;is, and nature, notwith.
nding the desert, has d
northern Peru, e
1 have never been in a land that has
80 many varleties of fruits. We had
nine different kinds a8 our last dinner
all of swhich were raised near here.
There are oranges, bananas, Hmes anci
lemons growing almost side by side
with peaches, apples and pears, There
are grapes as hard and as Jusclous as
those of California; cherries, plums
dates and figs. There are watermelons
and muskmelons, puavas, mangoes and
and cherries, We have also the alll~
gator pear, which has a fiesh that



