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OutBut little freighting was done north

n ofet the Platte river until the opening ofatat-

theththe PikesIlke Peak noldgold excitement about
1951 The routerout from where wewo

outfitted and freighted trainfrom and fromtram
Omaha wasWAI westerlywIrl crowing the ElkElk-

hornhornbarn riverriser byb terryferry or fordtor near F lk
hornh City nearly west from Omaha
filtering the Elkhorn and PlAtte valleys11

ntlit that point endand thence up the Platte
valleyolley Some crossed thetho Platte to thothe
road fildoAItO atItt Rhinos terryferry ownedow t byb

Shinn A1 few milesmile southwest ofIt
thothe presentpro town ofot Schuyler Colfax
countyt ll-
en

others1 era continuing upu p the Platte
onen the north side to na1 point near oldold-

Fort
old-

FortForto ort Kearney and by
fording the river to the Mouthsouth sidesale ofat thothetho-

rIaPlatterIa lie there continuing oneu thothe
south side ofot the Platte and ofot the
South Platte to Peak or CherryCharf
Crook now the beautifulbf city of Denver

Many1 lan ofot the and MorMor-
monsmonsmona goingt todo SaltBait ILakeahe CityeuIty redand CalCillCal-

IforniaCornia keptke t on the north sideRille ofot the
PlattePlatt and up the north forktork byII old landlaTHIland-
marksmarksmark Court house endand rocks
the former eight miles southeast and

thetho latter seven milesmilca westwent ofot Camp
Clark and on west

The toads were usuallyu veryery fine and
the grassrau Roodgood were It not BOso It would
havehavo been hard to supply thothe mining
population

A train usually consisted ofat from
twenty two or twentysix teams fiveAve
yokeyok of cattle to aII team and two wagwaif
cmoneem loadedlanded with pounds on thetho
front and pounds onoa the trailer or
rear wagon with a hort pole There
were also cooktook wagons UsUtiUs-

ually an wagon bossbola or manager and
had charge antiand whose pay

varied from 7675 to a month and
teamsters at tramfrom 35 to 60 per month
Menlen usually slsleptpt under wnwagonsons somesome-
times

some-
timestimes trains carried and used tents and
at timeslimes thothe men crawled under wagon
covercovers

In loinsgoing Into camp the teams would
formfarm an corral swinging to the right and
leftletl until they came together and telfolfol-
lowinglowing In this way thothe fret whopwheels ofot the
rear wagon and when all were In formtormform-
IngInglag a11 completete corral ovaloral In shapechape

onlyanI room fortor the Gatti to pass
outaliI The opening wasseas closely chains
when the cattle werevere In wh ris
ofot the wagons werewore alloil chained together
BOeoo that In yoking wild cattle the corral
would heho ableoble to10 hold them andanil in case
ofat attack byb Indians weWl would be able
to protect behind the wagonsw gons
TheTh cattle were then unyoked endan
snoutin out to Water nod fteedd weC keeping
twoFro or more men with them soAO that
theythe would not stray or stampede
WhenWIlen ready to bring Inht thethoth cattle toto-

okeyokeoke theythe weresere all1111 driven within the
corralorral eacheuch roanman getting his own teams

The usual drive was fifteen to olghelgheigh-
teenteentren miles a day onoone team trailing on
attarafter the others ManylIon ofot the wagon

r bossesbOMI andnud men could take thehe time ofot
night by thetho position ofot the binbig dipper
totn the north star when thetho skyk was
cleareleuol ou Usually vvuo0 wouldwoud start thelie teamsteam
In theto spring as soon asliS frassrasarass was1118ns up
nso asliS to make good feedteNI and with acnoac-
tivetiveIe work make two trips to Denver

COO milesIn lies and return In a season If
and grassImuss were backward atlit

timesImes we had to drive backbock Intolate In the
tellfall to reach the Missouri river or
would grossgrassgra l cattlecuttle In thetho sand hillshiliA
ofot WesternWesternNebraska whereVh ln the butbuf-
faloColafalo grassgross wasW plenty until spring

PROMFROMI TImTIlE MUDDY TO DENVER
The pricesprice paid for ox teamtam freight

were usually from 4t to10 7 cents per
pound from the Missouri river to DenDen-
ver

Den-
ververcr Oxen would havehavo no feedteed buthut
grassKrass and men were Intn camp fromtrain
spring until thetho season wasWaR through
ThTherhe cooking was usually donellono on sheet
Iron or castca t Irontron stovesstove or pots and

In absence ofat stoves The
bill ofot faretare usuallyu was ofot drydr saltsnit side
pork bacon corn meal YourHour beansbenna
dried apples coffeecortee tentea and sugarBugar us

buffalo chips fortor fueltuel
When In camp In dry weather thethe-

men
the-

menmen would bohe looking to the setting of
tirestree of thetha wagons and IfIC any were
loose not having machinery to resetreMt
orDr upset or shorten the tltire the wagwag-
onon felloetellof would be increased with one
or two ofat heavy cottoncolton
duckfluck tacked on Then this would hoboho-

met
ho-

metmet and the wagonwoon tire placed on thothe
ground surrounded byII buffalo hips
and set on tirefire When red hotlint and
fully expanded It would bobe lifted on to
rhoth wheel and nn soon asOil In place wawa-
ter

wa-
tertertel poured on so usUD not to burn thetho

x 1 O

duck or felloe andnn It would shrink Into
It was seldom that ua tiretiro hadhai

to be wtset a second time
OnOil thethu dryry and sandy roadroads the oxen

often became footsore and lamelIme andAM had
to btbeh shod and before starting we
would provide ox shoreshoes to be usedtiled 1Itif
needed TheyTho werewore made In pairs for
eachellch footoat find icrequired buthut A11 little11 coldcoh

Ing tol o fitnt tthetholne tootfoot
In thothe summerummerl ofot 1603 thothe Platte

river having HJPO nearlyn-

to
eari dried up asORa s toto-

make
to-

makemake It totn water fortor thothethe-
ofcuttlecattle AndanilA nil having un large traittrain ofor

seineporno teamst nm loadedlanded with
valuable merchandise ofat allnil kinds and
being anxiousn about the train I tooklook
the stage andund overhauled It ntIt PortKort
Kearney and wentwont with It to Denver
With plenty ofot IndiansIndian and men scarescarce
andnn hard totn secure I1 sooneach herome an
exportexpert atnt cooking setting wagonwn on tiros
sadand shoeingshooing oxen and when necessary
driving atI team or doing anyan other
work

We StinkHink headless barrels In the
Platte by11 dl out the quicksand to
secure waterwader from annn under Howflow and
usually droverove much ofot the night when
cattle will a much fastertaster than InIn-

the
In-

the
in-

thethe daylY time andond got our train through
to Denver in good1001 time we0 sold
our goods nt satisfactory prices

TheThe quick freighting byhy horseshorst and i

was done the year around andII II d
usually on Goods that were In want
such as coffee sugar candies and
Hourflour and otherothor01 h r goods where the supsup-

ply
sup-

ply
sup-

plyply wasWilli short It waswan usually doneIlone In
fourtour and sixAlx mulemille or horsehone corns the
freighter currying his own supply along
fortor thethis trip storing corncarll asus he wontvent
westvest attit ranchesranch or stations where heM
could secure hayha and stAbling to useuso
on his return Borne made money out
ofot this receiving 8 to 12 And IK16 cents
perI r poundpoun usas alsonl did manyman farmers
and smallemail freighters with Ita s 1 aI teamloam
loadedlanded with butterr eggsellI poultry
dressed hogshORA sausages lardhard etceta

WoWe used to drive sixFIX days In a1
week and remain In camp all1111 day SunSun-

day
Sun-

dayday I think that mostmon ofat the freightfreight-
ersersera except Alex MajorsMajor WaddellWaddedaddell and
Russell drove seven dayss but I think
we made asa good time asna thosethole who
did not lay uplip fortor Sundays

F FOIlFOB TIm
The fallfail ofot 18651866 thetho Indians were veryver

ladbad along the westvest Platte valleyalley and
thothe government had stationed troops
along the valley to protect the people
stagesel mallmail and freighters passing
the Instating that they should
keep1001 together anas much asns possible The
followfollowIngIng Isla the order Issued to W W
Watson In charge ofot our ntat PortFortFor
Kearney by Captain EB 1311 Murphy
formerly ofot Plattsmouth and ofot later
years one of the activenative enterprising citcit-

izens
cit-

izens ofot Arapahoe FurnasPumas county NoNeNe-

braskabraska who dieddl about atiI yearSear ago
Post PortFortI ort KearneyKf rIle N-

T
NN-

TT OctUit IK10I Ml Special Order NoKo
InIII compliance with special

order No 41 0e 8fI headquarters departdepart-
ment

depart-
mentmentmeat ofat thothe MMissouri thoho trains now at
this post are ready to start west IfIt oror-

ganized
or-

ganized Into uat1 company forCor mutual pro
cotton and thetho sorelysafety ofat thetho train Mr
W W Watson Is hereby appointed concan

and will be held responsible fortorfor-
thethehe holding ofot the organizationand train
together In no case will he permit the
trainrain nor mAnmon under his charge to stray
alegie alongalon the road He will camp asns
near military posts as possible and willwll
report anyan Insubordination among thethe-
menmenInca belonging to the train to the comcom-
manding

com-
mandingmanding ofat the postpoat nearest the
placeilace wherehe c such Insubordination shall
hahavewevo arisen DyByD order

E B11

Captain SeventhS Iowa Cavalry COinComCom-
mandingmantlingmanding Post

sirKU P1 LELANDICELAND
Lieutenant and Post Adjutant

On thelifeth morning ofot November Si
heUbe commander ofat Alkali station ordered
thetho to drive double tileIlle asos Indians
were badlaid This made It veryvcr slow work
andind we could no make the progress asIIA

when driving Jlegle fileAle On the night
ofot thothe somesame dotedate near Sand Hill station
on thetile south side of the Platte shortly
afteratter our teams had gone Into camp
mdend the cattle had beenheen turned out the
Indians and I think probably some bad
whit even attacked our men Intn chargechar
ofot thothe rattlecattle and ranmn offort
oxen and somedome pontesponies One ofat our men

Evansdivans1 waswall shot The cattle
werevero driven across the river to the eastenst
antiind north ofot our camp but our goods
wereore trotnot disturbed The following IsIs-

a
Is-

a
is-

aa memoranda ofat same
Omaha NebNob FebJ ell 25 18311891

States GovernmentTo Clark
K Brothers Dr For propertypro pert stolen
fromrom said Clark brothers byhy the
Sioux Indians November 3 18651605 at
Sand Hill station Nebraska Territory
namely

oxen
OnoOne finde 1

OneOllene saddlesaddie 1 11 2000
One revolver 2500
Ono spurpur

Total value of propertypropert stolen

ff
GREAT SPEED OF TillTHE ILLINOIS

fP j 1

t TI

ii-

r

d

r a1 r
r r

ir f ss-

i

J o zr a
f 0

iA
I iiii1 w t 11 rr 1 JJ-

JJ v
i

0

1 N

r r s
r rr o

r rt
Irl

ON IIIIII-

I

p

r I

1 n ff-

II i
I

4

The batbattleship Illinois which Isla now belol turned out byb the Newport
SewsNews and DryDr Dock company will beba ononeona ofot the fleetest vessels
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Add Interest fromtrum November 3 ISM1866
to10 doteduto ofot payment

MrMI A M1 Clarke WIS with the outfit
and being unable to findml andund recover
thothe stockBlock when the next day andndbought ofot at station I

cattle to momoveO allaH hutbut three
and I presumeHule some partiesartierpartes may havuhavo

1

some fewtow daysays or weeksweeks laterInter been able
to buy seinedomelane ofot our stork of the sanesamo oror-

etherotherether ranchman theythe having beenheon truth
cdell ththemm fortor a1 small price or receivedit

payment ofot oldaid accounts ofor whisky
Thehe following year at nnan Indian coun-

cil
countcoin

cilcl atlt fortKort the Sioux chiefs
acknowledged robbing us anti werewee willwill-

Ine 1IneInng to puypay torfor thetho cameame Theriterie United
ofot Indians Judge

ConleyCoh saidsaki thothe claim was good but hohe
I

had no11 moneymatey belonging to the Indians I

withwih whichh to payhay ItI Thisfills IsfaJ aI copycop ofut
th treaty

In the matter of the claim ofat
itt Co against the government ofat thothe
United StolenStates ofor America fortOI thetho loss
ofostock taken byb thothe Sioux IndiansIndianA at
SandHand
Nebraska

station In the Territory of

We thetho undersigned chiefs and headhead-
men

hoa
menInca ofot the Sioux nations notingacting fortor andand-
In anand-
inIn behalf ofoC oa Id tribetrillo and In open
councilcouncH acknowledge and admit that onallon-

or
all-

Or

on-

oror about the 3rd dayny ofat November 18651866

atlit Sand HillBullll station In the Territory ofot
Nebraska a band ofat the saidsId Sioux tooltook
andBud drove awayawn head otof oxenx n
and killed one mule tho property ofot
ClarkeClarko R Co and the said stock or anyny
part thereof hasIms neverlever beencen returned to
the said Clarke Co or paid forCor byb thisthetb
Indians

Done ntlit TortFort D T this
day ofo A D 18661860 In presence ofot Valet
Taut United States Indian agent

To this document the following InIn-

dians
In-

dianadianaIans affixed their signature hybyh makingmakintheir mark Spotted TallTail Swift HearBear
Hoylo Hawk Hawk Thunder Tall
Thunder Sharp Nose White TallTaliTal Big-
Mouth

BigBig-

Mouth
Hg

Mouth Therhe Man That Walks Under lieth
Ground Theho Blacklack War HonnettBonnett
Standing Cloud Blueluo HorseHorS BigDig Head

These signatures were securedcurel In thetho
presence ofot Chas BEI HoweBowes and Frank
Lehmer who signed nsas witnesses and
both ofat whom are old

Therho United States curtcourtc urt ofoC claims ofotof-

ficersleers allowed our billbl some years ago
nitGut we did not gotget our moneymone until
JulyJul 180918519

We were quiteule successful In thothe selec-

tion
selec-

tiontionton ofot foodsgoods In freighting and selling
thelie same seldom having anything but
whathat paid a good marginln Merchants in-

the
InIn-

thethehe mountains would pay wellwel when
theyheythe wanted goods but woe to thetho martmanmal
who had to10 sellsel when goods were not In
demand

manHIGH PRICES THOSE DAYS

Eggs atnt times would sellsll1 atlit 10 aIdozen One yearear we had aI largolarge quanti-
tytyy ofat butterbuter and sold Itft atnt Jl1 a pound
wholesale In packages ofoC and 12

pounds Octagon steel and rope were ar-

ticles
arar-

IdesIdes that brought good prices when
wanted CO6010 cents an pound readily butbut-
one

ut
one half ofat that when aB good supply
wasWil In Sometimes lourflour would get
scarce and sellsel rtefitrrnO20 to 300 an weltsackMel antiand
poso1 withwih coffeecaree sugaraugur and candles CoveCOe
oysters peachespeachel canned corn andInd wax
candles
staple

were like gold dollars

In 186616 In closingdOling out our stock atlit
Denver woweV traded to BartleBarte MoteMett
formerly merchants from Bellevue
canned turkey andInd chicken spices etc
valued at 130030 fortor acresarel of landland-
inInn county and laterInter sold the
same fortor

ItI took an stage six days
and nights to make the trip from DenDen-

ervexer to Omaha and the fare oneono wayvay
wasWIS 1255 Our foodtood was hot bread babobo-

con
ba-

conconeon or side pork corn bread dried apRPap-

ples
ap-

plesples unpeeled dried peachespenches beans
coffeecaree andond sugar

The stage driver would commence tuto
whoophoop aB milemie or more fromtram town andand-

yhbyy the time wewo arrived at an station
breakfast dinner or supper would be
under
on

waywn and aI team readyread to hitchhitch-
on

WithWih the competition ofot the Union
the freighting on the overland

routeoute from points on the Missouri rivriv-
er

riv-
ereror to DenverDen er and SaltSni LakeInke ceased and
theho basehase of supplies waswag fromtram pointspain IsIs-

onon the railroad to armyorm stations antiand
other points north and south ofot the
roadrondo Amongmong those eastenst ofor the moun
emss wasWil Sidney In Nebraska
milesmies west ofot Omaha wherewhore Pratt and
Farris and other freighters In 18701810 were
hauling with largolarge cattle mule antiand
horse outfits fromCrom SidneySidne and PortFort
Sidney to10 Camps Robinson Sheridan
andond thothe HlllHillsHII miningmuting centers
suchuch asus Custer CityI Deadwood LeadLeaCity and Rapid CityCl and other points
fording thetle NorthNorh PlattePlate some fortytormilesmies north ofot Sidneykidney nearneu where CampCaUI

Clark was atlit this time

HOWnow CI niCE BUILTBULT HISJS BRIDGE

In the winter ofat 18751675 and 1876

Stephens Wilcox ofot Omaha and other
merchantsmet chants requested that I should look
over thelie North Platte linelne to Camp
Robinson and Sheridan They anti oth-

er
othoth-

er
oth-

erer Omaha jobbersjobber wanted to makemoke is
short linelne between Sidney antiand thetha
military stations and the Black HillJIgoldGoll countrycountr which waswal then going nsusIfartar West a11as Cheyenne and crossing the I

Platte atIt old Fort ninety
milesmils west ofot Camp Clarke and seesecC IfIC

It was practicable totl bridge the
atnt that point I did s andInd reported
favorablyt The bridge would be someseIneOIW
2000 feetteet orar more longlon then unun-

dertook
un-

dertook
un-

dertook to formtorm a bridge companycompan antianil
put In aabridge but found Omaha peopeapeo-

plepie were not willing to put moneymol InIn-

so
In-

so
in-

soso large annn undertaking In the Sioux
and Cheyenne Indian countrycountr and hadhall
to give It up Then theythe came to me
and wanted to know IfI I would put Inlala-

a
I-

nI

in-

aaI toll bridge andamt accept an bonus I

answered YesYea antiand the amount
namedn med was satisfactory TheyThe soontoon
made up the amount and I placedlaced oneone-

atofat mym bridge foremen In the lumberlumber-
yard

lumber-
yardyardard ofat KatersHaters Son IIII and

Miller Davenport laIsIl to
construct the bridge

The Chicago hockBockk Island and the
Union Pacific railroad sawSlI the ImIm-

portance ofot the move and freighted allalmaterial free ofot cost from those pointspoint
to Sidney consisting ofat three largolarge
wagon train loads and teamed UItI from
Sidney totl the river

TheTho Iron wasVa manufactured at MilMil-

waukee
MI-

lwaukee 1waukee and piles secured In the hulahlllsouthwest from the bridge sitele ThisThU
bridge was completed In June
was one of the strongest and best otof
the Platte liverIIer bridges the seventh I

one I builthullt and Is still standing ItIwasvasW R strong enough to carrycarr mining
machinery over on short coupledcouple wagwag-
ons

wag-
onsonsone drawn byb seven to ten yokeoke
ofot cattlecatte beingbenl In fact strong enough
to carry a railway train

This bridgere IsIeI some nine mile eastcast
ofat Chimney Rock and Uis sevensenn milesmiesnorth and westelt ofot Court houseold
landmarks on tinetiet e California OregonOregon
and SaltSnIt Lake trailstailstais which areAe stillstito be lseene tnn someom on riverr bottoms antind
somesame on bench lands where the greatgmtNt
overland trains went to themethoethOwMwesternrn
countriescount e In the Mi5 antamin Wsms8

Tier wirewereIrl thousandsth au I ofat carts

pushed byb menmOi womenwOlen and children
and 1I havohave oftenotten thought nsas01 I have
crossed thetho trailstrai from time to timetine ofot
the suffering of the manyninny unfortunates
stdand ofot thothe manyman burledburied on the roadrOid

As soon as this bridge was comcoincom-
pleted

com-
pleted therethoro werevere many waiting to
crossH goinggoinG north antiandanI south

MADl SIDNEY A TOWN

Thenhen camecaree a1 stampede from tintto
Black HUHBills ofat lomo lt people claim-
Ing

claimclaim-
IngIng the mines had played outnut Captain
Jack McCollMcCol ofat Lexington NebNob lutelate
candidate fortor governor with others
came to Inquire IfIt they could crosscros
thothe bridge or would they haveIUIe to go
east on the north sideRide to the town of
North PlattePIa e about milesH awayoa and
crosscro 1 the combined Union andIldhighwayh b usitsI theythe nil1111ni wishedshad
to keep together antiand manymon ofor them
wereMere brokebrola and had no money I1Ireretere-

pliedpliedpled that they could crosscros and those
thinthat hadhud moneymone could pay andnull thosetho e
that had noneMOo could pass free

Thisride looked discouraging and I
thought of thothe oldohl saying aI foolCool antiandInJ
his money sooneoon parted FortunateFortunatel-ylyI fortor thetho writer there wasas much goldgold-
InIniii thelie BlackBack JuliaHillsHis and much travel
fromtram SydneyS to points north over the
bridge WithWih the opening ofot the bridge
and short route between railroad antiand
Sidney Deadwood Custer City LeadLeall
Cityly Rapid CityCI and other mining
camps the travel from CheyChey-
enne

the
caneenne and other points to SidneyShIm uH1 1

InhI aI shorthort time Sidney wasWIS the greatgret
starting point fortor allBI eastern and westwelwest-
ernernr people thetho Indian supplies and
travel changing from Cheyenne to SidSid-
neyHeyneyfY antiand Sidney was thetho mostmOlt lively
Ofot anynn railroad town on the Union InPa
cine and the road between Sidney andludtheIh hillshll was18 soonsoot black with people
comingcoating and going

The postal department ofot the genKen
Oral government would not furnish
mall to the Hillss claiming It was InuiI Odlan country andnm theythe hadhall none Interest
there although the revenue department

i

ofqt
tobacco

t thetho government collected on whisky
tobacco etc

To make an success ofat mym
ing I thought ItI desirable that there
should be mallmailmal facilities In the Black
HillsHils antiand put on Clarkes Centennial
Express antiand opened up IniiiIIallal the lendingleading mining campscampI In thetho
Black Hills11
l

I placed Centennial envelopes on satesalosalo-
nInIhn allanni thetho camps Omaha and Chicago

andind some ofot theIho railroad ticket
ir hadhol thosethese mademad small soAO as to InIII
closeilose IniiiII ordinary envelopes so that par
tiestos could send themthorn when writing to
friends andanti Insure quick replies WeVe
made thothe tripsnips each way once aIweek

ThoTito riders had no Stopping stationsolatonbetween Sidney antiand the bridge and butbut-
one

but-
oneoneun between the bridge and Redlied Cloud
Camp Robinson and none between

Camp Robinson RedliedIod Cloud and CuCusCus

ter CityCI BorneSomo seventy atlas Our rid1111

ororlurs Steno mennienlen ofot nerve antiIld killedkilerl many
horses In thothe restlonglone1011 rides8 What
thethridestilen gotant on the plains would bobe to
stopatop withwih aI lariat In hand while thetho
poniess fedred on thothe grassgraus

We paid andananT ties15 perlor tontoil for hayhoyhay-
andand 11a to 15161rentsenta per pound tito corncorn-
In

corn-
InIn thothe Hills1111I1 arranged with thothe postal departdepart-
mentmeatment to turntur overovel all11 malls to moins at
Sidney for points iniiiIl thetho Hills andami furforfor-
U

to-
rIUitI to accept oilnil11 ofot mylY mall at Sidney

WithWih thetM war department through
Omaha headquartershU lurter I contracted to
carry thetho army mallmull between Fort
SidneyShineSidne Camp Clarke and CampCarll RobinRobin-
son

BoRobin-
son

ln
sonSOl antiand forCor the government to givegl mo
protection forfar the bridge andIn they
builtbuit an block on thetho
IslandIsla r t d onof01 whichst bleb thetina ends ofot thethon bridge
restedreste TheII lowerlowel story ofot the blockblok
house wasWIS tont two feet square and
thethollo upper story wasWM feetCeet
square thehe Upper lying across tho corcurcor-
nersliensners ofot the lower story making ItI ocucoc-
tagon

oc-
tagontagonlaKon In shape with port holes onen01 nilnisides It was made ofat sawedswed timber
lyingIring onoone above tho Otherether spliced
downd I Therile roofroot witswas alsoIlso mademado ofot
sawedsaved timber They werewerl anxious to
protect the bridge andInd placed aI squat
ofat Infantry In thetho block house andami a
company ofot cavalry on thothe south endens
ofo thetho bridge nt Camp Clarke store antiand

They were large patrons
of the In passing supplies quar-
termasters commissarycoo m

soldiers etc and withwih the Sioux and1111
Cheyenne Indian latelatulate-
on

war on nsasni ItI wasfRon In 1870 andIn fl1677 It would havehavo beenheen
hard fortor themdiem to have gotcot along withwith-
out wihwith-
outout ItI TheyTher paid mem large sums ofot
moneymal fortor the use ofot the bridge TheTho
nearest bridge west was ninety milesmiesatal Fort and milesmies to North
Plato City

TheTho ratesrn tes fortor crossing were 2 totfor01
two horses two mules or oxenOHI wagon
and driver and was 60O cents fortor oatheach
additional horse mule ox or manmoan I
hadhodhac more fears that somesoma lad white
men would burnurn the bridge than thetho InIn-
dians

In-
dians

In-
dianadiana the latterIller had always been
friendly to motrio at Bellevue In 1855 when
we hindhad 1000 and the Sioux andnM

fromtram 76 to 777and later
LaterLaler on I contracted with starchMarch

Stephenson to put coaches
on to carry myray mallmailmal paying them 1000l
per year antiancl thusthul get stage senservicesIces
between Sidney Camp Clarke Camp

I

Robinson Rapid City Deadwood and
I

other towns antiand camps InII thothe lullsHills and
laterIlter the government contracted to
transport the mallsmals taking the plateplace ofot
Clarkes Centennial express

The bridge was aI great success but
the Centennial Express was unprofit-
able

unprofit-
ableableIhle owing to the largelargo expense forturfor-
men

for-
menmen horseshorAe and toedfeedteel

There werevere but fewtew buffalo In the
valleyalley afteratter 18761870 The last oneonI sawSll W

11 1 1 r 1 1111 1 1 1

wasl annn old stray bullbuH Jnto 1877 InII pusspasspass-
IngInglag northth nnon the stage I nw himhint some
distance oftoff comingcoining over the hillshils On01our return weWI pausedpassed within an fewtow node
ofot him on GreenwoodGr t creek with afscoresore or more ofot steerst all11 frothing atnt
thothe mouth trying to10 tritedrive him away1taking hinthim fortor anni Interloper Theyrheyfhe
wereore unsuccessful asaY lithehtook hislily own
timetl Ine to go

106 o ThisChiq U 1Iler where the
Indiansbi dlane 1 killed youngc i

family
before

troutfromrol Ila na short time

In the matter ofot early transportation
eastenst andanil southcouth therethera hasbaa beenleel n1 wonwon-

derful changechun tinasIA formerly wevue were dede-
pendent 10de-
pendentpendent on01 tholie river during i

thothe Reason ofoC on whenhen i

frontfrom Ice WoWe had tJ largolargelallo boatshonts fromfrom
to StBt that pl fd between

New OrleansOrlenna anti St Louis InII thetho win-

ter
winwin-

ter
win-

tel and often 1000 miles thethotertel season oten uptiplp
river from In summerBUmmer ManyJinnyInIn-
otofot thornthen were voryIY tinelinoIno boats andlud countcount-
ed

COUlt
edcd on tonten to fourteen fortor a trip
ironsfrom St IonicImla to or Omaha
FunTho fare fortor passengers woewasRI about S OO-

I

i
i which Included stateroom with board
I Freight was frontfrom 8536 to10 40 cents perper-
ii 1110 pounds nnon m 2526 to 3536
1
1 cents per on cornenn anti 30 cents toto-

SISI1 perpor on heltt-

I
In 1865 Ir havehl loaded steamers with I

I

I ntat Jli1 perpar 6101t 60000 o an bubuhbohbuh-
el

li
ii-

cielcl At flintt tinetime gold uistunstl worth II-

ii or 10 nland 22040 an I

bushel AllAl corn WasAvns shipped InII gunny
I

hags an coarse square hagbag holding about I

Ito pounds Imported from Calcutta
India Wheat wasWM shippedchipped In cottoncoton
lingsbags now selling ntatlt ISU cents na1 piece
We ipaid as high asus JUG eache rh for themthem-

IIJ had thetho pleasure ofat shipping the
wheatheat on thetho Union Pacific railrail-

road mirail-
roadroad from FremontFremot and North Bend to
Omaha purchased by nonlion E H HogRogRog-

ersers ofat FremontI Indnd Mr CottrellCotrel father
ofot LI RflI CottrellCotrel grain dealerdenIer atnt North
Bend nownw of Omaha I think the
freight waswu 222 cents from Fremont andaid
25 centsrents tramfront North Bend per
pounds about thetho same price us tramtrain
Omaha to Chicago and more byb 56I centscenta
per poundspound than to St Louis atRt that
time by railroad and that with three
greatgreo t railroads to Stat Louis and livelveto Chicago and thothe Missouri river a
failure fortor transportation I

WONDROUS TRANSFORMATION

As8 we now nook back over theIle past
years frontfromrom 1876 withwih thothe

loss of Custer and the many faithful
followers the Cheyenne Indian warwar-
then

war-
then

war-
thenthen fortyort years to the great Pikes
peakeak goldold discoverydiscover and pushing fortorfor-
wardwardAard to the samesomo then again back to
the manymR thousands ofot Californians andlud
Mormons passing who went West on
footcootfoot and byb wagon over the great overover-
land

over-
landlandand route fifty yearsyear agongo we stand
amazed

Thenhen only na fewtow thousand people livedledledI-nIn Iowa1011 andInd Nebraska along the Mis-
souri

MisMis-

sourilurt river valley not knowing what
they liedhod before them dependent on the
Missouri for transporting nilallni supplies
save the staples we raisedrainedrall d I have oftenotenthought how fortunate Nebraska people
weretore In11 having CouncilCounci BluffsJurs GlenGlen-
woo

Glen-
woodwoodwoo etceta along the eastcast
rideIde ofat thetho Missouri river the namecane to
supply usls withwih flour meal meatmORt butbut-
ter

but-
ter

but-
terter and eggse rs andanti the great river fortorfor-
a

tor-
aa half ofat the year bringing In supplies
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