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TRAVELS OPOF AN ELDER

lost in a swamp in vorkfork state
and canada
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october 21 1887

editor deseret 46

I1 last wrote you from saratoga new
york aug 29 from thence I1 went to
plattsburgPlattaPlatts burg on the west shore of lake
champlainChamp laiu where theafie great battle be-
tween the british and americans was
fought that decided the war of 1812 1I
visited the

OLD fortifications
where the american armyarav was en-
trenched at the time of the battle
here I1 found a family by the name of
tahi ard that had belonged to the
church many years ago but had been
atonealone isoeo long that it was to them al
abst like seeing one raised from thedead to see an elder I1 remained
with them a few days holding
meetings and baptized brother andata
sister d thence I1 went to

g the gospel was preached
there by able elders many years ago
and many had embraced it while rank
hatred was left in the hearts of many
ot the people but of those tbat had
embraced the gospel in that earlearly
period and gone west not one wmword
of fault could be found I1 talked with
many old men and they invariably
said that the cormonsmormonsMor mons I1 took orioil
their

BEST CITIZENS

an aged uncle of mine said here is
where your lather was born and mar-
ried there never was a better man
than he was he was a far betterman than I1 ever was and so it was
with all of them that went off with
him but said he that was a
great mistakemistake that your father and
mother made to go off after those
mormonscormonsMor mons and suffer so much in be-
ing mobbed and driven

after visiting with many relativesand holding meetings I1 crossed over
into canada made a tour of some 30
miles back into the country hunting
up my genealogy and holding meetings
when an opportunity affordedaffordd in vietiepart in which I1 traveled there are yet
large swamps the fire has been
raging for about two months and on
account otof the season being so dry the
soil would burnbarn to the depth of two or
three feet causing the trees that were
green to fall itif any one would thinkit any easy matter to get through such
a place he would find him-
self mistaken if be should try
it as I1 did on the lith instant
it was a rainy wet day and the place
to which I1 wanted to go was eight
miles distant around the road and two
miles across the swamp being ad

to the short cut I1 started
out andanc after getting about half way
through the swamp in pretty faireair
shape I1 was directed to make another
turn to still shorten the distance
well I1 did turn and kept turning
olimbi g over heaps of logs and brush
and walking through ashes for about
three hours just as it was getting
quite dark I1 emerged from this

TERRIBLE PLACE

and finding a housebouse nearby I1 made in
for mr you are abouteight miles away by the road but only

two miles through the swampy was
the cieply I1 had come out on
the same side and near to where I1 bad
started into the swamp about six
hours before the kind people gave
me supper and a good bed which were
much appreciated

the woman at the house was the
first and only adult person that I1 have
ever met that had never heard of
joseph smith or the mormonscormonsMor mons her

there were
such peoplepeaple but never saw one before
I1 delideliveredvired my message to them leftsome tracts and the next morning
although very much stiffened up from
my walk the day before I1 took the
eight mile road instead of trying the
swamp again

I1 tried many places in canada to
preach and succeeded in holding a
few meetings which were well at-
tended and good order prevailed on
the evening of the lath dinst I1 had thepleasure of preaching to a large con-
gregationgre gation in the town hall of centralaugaugustagusta ontgot canada good atten-
tion was paid and many remarked that
it was the true gospel and none could
dispute it I1 was

URGED TO STAY

and hold more meetings but previous
appointments and a desire to get out
of this cold country as soon as pos-
sible before winter fairly set in
caused me to decline P W I1

PROVO
A brief besedescription and bastory

of it
HEBER CITYY wasatch county

utah oct 1887
editor deseret news

during my peregrinations in our
mountain regions I1 have recentlydropped down into one of the love-
liest little valleys it has ever been my
lot to see in all my
from toethe frozen north to the sunny
south isin utah territory it is so
complete so beautiful romantic findand
picturesque some of its sylvan glades
sandwiched between the ancient hills
seem to almost rival in grandeur the
home of the swiss

PROVO VALLEY

of which I1 write is surrounded enea

by mountains some of them are
rolling they recede and rise gradually
while others ascend more abruptly
and their snow capped peaks appear
to kiss the sky the valley Is almost
completely round and is in shape like
a deep symmetrically formed bowl
from any of the mountain heights is
obtained a magnificentma n i dicent view of the
country and 11irom0ni some of them
the prospect is extended to other
valleys north and south and
which are almost shantungen
this valley is located about twenty
eight miles southeast of provo citcity
thirteen miles from park city Yby
stage you travel about fifty miles and
by rarailI1il about one hundred and five
miles to reach the

CAPITAL OF UTAH

from this point there is a little com-
petition goine on between the railroad
company and the stage companiescompan fes for
the passenger traffic from the park to
salt lake city the former have re-
duced the farefafe and will sell a through
ticket from salt lake to the park for
3 5060 while at the same timealme they

charge 3 00 from osdenogden to park cityto and from the park to the capital
the fare each way by stage is lj

this valley was first settled in
1858 A wagon road had been
0openedpeoer to it from provo throughgif
provora vo canyon the year previous
A mong the pioneers were james davis
bobert broadhead william davidsondavidkoin

thomas Ras bund jobjohn
crook wm M walls william giles
thomas H giles ardaad others whose
names now escape my memory

about the first of may they struck in
their plows and turned over the sod
which had not thus been disturbed for
scores of generations and which hadbad
been possessed only by the
WILD WOLVES AND RED MEN

the weather was extremely cold re-
tiring

re-
quiring heavy warm clothing for themybody audand equally warn mittens for tilethe
hands to protect fromrom the pitiless
blasts which blew from the mountains
the land looked forbidding and the
prospects were anything but encourage
ing but the pioneers had faith in their
future so they worked idith a will
and trusted the results to alone
who could give the increase and
they were not disappointed

toethe company campelcampe1 near a larlargege
spring of excellent water they built
an immense wigwam of willows and
poles which they covered with haybay
and dirt they called it

THE LONDON WIC I1 UP 11

the company thirty inin number ate
and slept in their new dwelling

about midsummer a surveying party
arrived from provo when a distribu-
tion of the land took place in the
following month a city plat was sur-
veyed and a fort forty rods square
was laid out in the fallfail the settlers
as many as could erected log cabins
brought here their families and doardom
icilee them in their new houeshomes and
the valley began to assume the
appearance of civilization quite
an area of the country was dotted ever
with grain stacks cattle sheds and
comparatively comfortable dwelling
houses notwithstanding the numer
ousoua impediments they encountered
and the drawbacks they had experi-
enced the members of this little col-
ony raised that year upwards of
ONE THOUSAND BUSHELS OF01 GRAIN
besides potatoes cereals melons etc
in the early partpait of november winter
set in the snow fellfel deep the cadion
road was blocked up and egress from
the valley was prevented for sosomeme
time seventeen families wintered in
the fort and some other families win-
tered on snake creek about the first
of this month november the first
wwhitetilte child was born to william and
ellen davidouDavid soo they named it TItimEU

pano gos the indian name of the val-
leyle

shortly after this many other fami-
lies pulled up stakes left their
homes in other places and cameamec and
settled in this valley many improve-
mentsments were rapidly madeanade and settle-
ments sprang up all over the place
As is the custom with the Mdmormonrmon
people one of the first things the
colony did after procuring shelter for
themselves was to provide for the

EDUCATION CHILDREN
and also a place in which they could
meet to worship god by the fall of
1860 they hadbad completed a large 10log
meeting in the centre of theth
fort in osephjoseph S murdock was
ordained a bishop and sent from salt
lake city to this place to preside over
all the affairs of the church in the val-
ley for some time previous to thiswmwin M wall had been presiding el-
der

in 1462 wasatch county was organ-
ized by the legislativelegisla ive assembly
john W wilt was appointed probate
judge and subsequently joseph S
murdock was elected representative to
the legislature

on february 1862 a special
term was held at heber city ronhonjohn W witt presiding when the
first

COUNTY COURT WAS ORGANIZED

here thomas toad james duke
and john H van wagener were ap-
pointed selectmen S N johnson
sheriffsherifadjohnohn M murdock treasurer
thos H giles of dis-
trict schools in december 1867
abram hatch arrived and succeeded
J S murdock in the bishopric

of course the people hereberg have hadbad
experiences similar to those of other
communities in utah overcomingover cominar and
subduing many natural obstacles
fighting crickets and grasshoppers and
contending with the then rapacious

ma and murdering aborigines
aagainsta baom they had to keep watch
bothth night and day during many
months of bitter cold winter weather
burtheybut they conquered thewthem by kindness

in july 1877
THE WASATCH STAKE

I1

was organized and abram hatch was
appointed president of the stake with
thomas H giles and PhbS alexander
for counselors

A number of changes have taken
place in the boundaries of this county
since it was first organized the pre-
sent boundaries extend tastbast and west
about 83 miles and north and south
about 70 miles embracing an area of
about miles

the resources of the country are
numerous there is about acres
of good land under cultivation half of
which is meadow and grazing ianland
about acres more of good lailland
remains unimproved for lack of water
the average yield per acre of small
grain is said to be wheat 20 bushels
oats 80 bushels barley 8030 bushels
potatoes bushels hay yields one
and a half tons to the acre

STOCK RAISING 0

isia a big factor in the production of
the wealth of the people of this val-
ley in the county there are at the
present time about horned stock

horses sheep and 2000
hogsbogs the mineral resources coal
audand precious metals are valuable al-
though they have not been developed
to any great extent

I1

the county as before observed is
mountainous and the hills are covecoveredred
with timber cedar mahogany pineine
birch maple quaking asp etc ptthehe
numerous streams are well peopled
with the piscatorial tribes of various
kinds if all these streams were util-
ized they would each water land suff-
icient 0 sitisustainstain 1000 inhabitants

building materials abound in nearly
all parts of the valley timber rock
marble etc all easy of access

the stock range is capable of sus-
taining immense herds of cattle both
in summer and winter

THE PRESENT population
of the county is about the cli-
mate is excellent I1 the people are
healthy and the death rateraie is very
small there are in the county five
steam saw mills each with a capacity
of producing one million feet of ex-
cellent lumber annually and three

mills a dozen blacksmith
shops and three grist mills which
manufacture an excellent article of
flour such as is not excelled in any
part of utahU ah where I1 have traveled
there are also in the county eleven
mercantile houses five of which are in
heber city the county seat the
chief of these establishments is the

OPERATIVEcooperativeCO institution
I1

which is in a flourishing condition
and which also under the finan clericieringng
ability of president A hatch has
never paid less than 12 per cent divi-
dends annualannuallylv

there are fifteen schools in the
coucon ty the schoolhouses are not
large their seating capacity will aver-
age 40 la the talltali winter and early
spring they are all filled to their ut-
most capacity with the youth off both
sexes

in this city there are six churches
five latter day saints and one metmeth-
odist there is also one ealesalo onithere is noBO

MUNICIPAL government
in the county the people need none
they have no litigation they are
peaceable orderly law abiding have
no use for lawyers they have but
onene doctor and his practice appears to
be anything but lucrative the citizens
are frugal careful economical and
have good substantial housesbouses of
their own to live in they
have plenty of food and raiment
fael is abundant and easy of access
they are enterprisinginter generous aej
hospitable chev have erected a linefine
stake house which when completed
will be a credit to those who have
built it it is of solid masonry from
the foundation to the square and is a
great acquisition to the community

the people here are indeed
A BLESSED PEOPLE

they are prosperous and happy they
appreciate their prosperity the more
especially that they waded through
many difficulties and hardships to at-
tain to their present condition

duringdaring the time LI1 have beenbeba in this
place I1 have not seen one tramp men-
dicant or any person under the influ-
ence of intoxicating drinks I1 sincere-
ly wish I1 knew that the moral
status and temporal condition of every
other town in utah were like those of
the dwellers in this valley I1 hope
they will not retrograde but will stillstil
advance and cultivate the virtudvirtu a that
will make them great as well as good

the arizona gazette says A com-
pany is being formed in this territoryorv
for the purpose of supplysupplyingig this city
with pure mountain water the gen-
tlemen composing this company are
men of vast wealth and can success-
fully accomplish any enterprise they
may undertake the water will be
brought some 35 miles at an estimated
cost of and will be fashioned
after the famous water
works of tombstone the fall from
the fountain head to this city will be

teetfeet which will give it an enor-
mous pressure and will practically do
away with the new fire engine of which
we feel so proud

conference IN VIRGINIA
testimonies of the elders tlethe

work rrprosperingos

IRISH CREEK rockbridge CO
va oct 1887

editor deseret news
the regular annual conference meet-

ings of the elders and saints of the
virginia conferenceCon terence which also
comprises maryland and part of west
virginiaI1 I1 ia was held at this place on
saturdayarnay and sunday oct and

the following elders from utah were
presentresent president john morgan of thebouthernNousouthernthern states mission milo A
hendricks president of and josiah
burrows ahin F heaton samuel H
roundy thomas A williams henrhenry
W miller edmund Z taylor Mand
romerhomer woolf traveling elders in the
virginia conference

saturday october 15151010 a m con-
ference called to order by president
hendricks singing opening prayer
by elder josiah burrows singingSinglne

president M expressed
pleasure in meeting with the saints in
a conference capacity explained the
object in coming together and hoped
all hadbad assembled with a desire to
learn the truth the speaker then
proceeded to treat in a plain and
simple manner upon the principle of
faith proving by bothbeta scripture and
reason the necessity of exercising

A WORKING FAITH

in order to obtainjohtain salvation he
alsoalib dwelt briefly upon repentance
showing the necessity of exhibiting
determination and a godly sorrow for
past sins and of cleaving to good
said that tilethe principles of the gospel
which were advocated jnin plainness by
the savior and his apostles anciently
were identical with those taught bybv
the latter day saints showed
the importance of investigating the
message that was being proclaimed
unto them by the servants of god and
of reducingng tilethe same to practice ex
hootedhortedthethe saints to faithfulness in
keeping the commandments of god

elder homer woolf spoke briefly
upon the necessity of being obedient
to the principles of the gospel and re-
ferred to the principle of baptism
explained toe necessity and object of
the ordinance and its important bear
ins1129 upon the human family

singing benediction by elder S H
roundy

AFTERNOON SERVICES
singing prayer by elder A F heahea-

ton singing
elder henry W miller felt gratified

at the privilege of addressing the
saints and proceeded to explain the
order and simplicity of the principles
of the gospel the speaker said that
the ordinances of the gospel were
equally important ardand that it was just
as necessary to obtain the holy ghost
as it was to be baptized and that all
should cultivate humility in order to
obtain a knowledge of the truth

elder miller then delivered a brief
interesting address upon the holy
ghost proving by numerous quota-
tions from hoholycy writ the necessity of
this principle its nature anandd object
aandid the importance of obtainobtainingi ng pos-
session of this great blessblessingin g he
prayed for the blessing of godgod to rest
upon all

PRESIDENT JOHN MORGAN

took for hisbis text mark xvi 1516 18 and
proceeded to address the saints he
said that man hadbad his ownowa agen-
cy to attain salvation or dam-
nation according as his efforts
might be directed showed the
importance of individual responsibili-
ty and what is required of all proved
in plainness the extent of mans agency
aid said mat no man can deprive an-
other of salvation Belt tier can one
man damn another explained some
of the obstacles to bbee met with in em-
bracing the truth and said that each
by their folly or negligence would bar
their onward progress to eternal life
touched upon the sacred
ty of the calling and mission of the
servants of god and themhd importance
attaching thereto showed the plan of
salvation to be progressive gave
some excellent advice to the Saintsand
showed by practical illustrations the
nature of the covenants they had made

theme speaker thentaen ex-
plained the importance of the marriage
covenant and said the ideas of the
world were that its ties and obliga-
tions were only to endure until death 1
butbat the tactfact that the marriage of our
first parparentscrits was performed before
death came upon the earth proved
that it endured not only for time but
borallfor all eternity he prayed for the
blessings of the almighty to rest upon
the saints

singing
benediction by elder T A will-

iams
Sunday Oct 10 a in called to

order by prest hendricksendrickslisingingSingins
prayer by elder T A williams
singing

ELDER EDMUND Z TAYLOR

was the first speaker he said that to
understand the thingsto ings of godbegod we must
be in possession of the spirit of god
and that certain laws mumusts t be ecom-
plied

om
with in order to obtainn it

showed that life was uncertain that
works were required of alall1 aandd that
it behooved mankindluan Kind to seek earnestlyearnestly
lorfor the truth

elder alvin F heaton was pleased
at the opportunity of meeting withelders saints and friends showed
thete importance of the work that we

are engaged in and the responsibility
that rested upon the servants of god in
adadvocatingthe plan of sUsalvation proved
that the gospel was everlasting and
that the principles taught by the el-
ders today were the same as those
taughtlaught by the savior and his apostleslles
the speaker also treated briefly upon
the organization of the church and of
the necessity and importance of di-
vine authority

ELDER TOOSTHOS A WILLIAMS
showed that it was necessary to exer-
cisecise a true faith in god and to exhibit
in our lives a godly repentance and to
be baptized for the remission of in
order to gain salivation he spoke of
the powers and blessings to be ob-
tained through obedience to the prin-
ciples of the gospel the speaker re-
ferred to the restoration of the gospel
and bore testimony to the truth of the
same

frest joljo morgnmorgan endorsed thetherere
marks of the previous speakers and
dwelt upon the unity of the elders in
advocating the same principles said
the spirit was unchangeable and would
always teach mankind the same read
from ezekiel 3 18 21 audand showed con-
clusivelyclu the sacred responsibility
resting the servants of god and
the importance ol01 their duties indioin pio
claiming the truth to mankindinan kind ex-
plained the sacrifices that were made
by them in doing so and said that the
people would be bield ac-
countable for the uses they made of the
knowledge they had received

singing benediction by elder H
W miller

AFTERNOON SERVICES
Sn gingglug opening prayer by elder

homer woolf SinSineiglugug
eldereider samuel H roundyboundy was the

first speaker he sad there was but
one way to attain the blessings90 of
eternal life and that by obedience to
the laws and ordinances pl the gospel
as advocated by the savior and hishid
apostles explained that persecution
was the heritage of the saints both
now and anciently and that trials
would follow those who embraced the
truth showed that divindivinelycly inspired
falM etei s were necessary in the church
audand that they must coutcontinuelutie until all
become united asked gods bless a9 a
Uuponou all

eldereider josiah burrows followed
bearing testimony to the truthfulnessulness
of the remarks of the brethren who
hadbad preceded him and dwelt at some
length uponubon the princprincipleiole of theroldthe holyRoly
ghost he proved by numerous quo-
tations from the bible that the holy
tghosthost was promised toto mankind byavethe savior and his apostles anciently
that it could be obtained by complying
with the laws of adoption that it
would bring things past and present to
our remembrance and unfold the
events of the future and that it would
guide into all truth if its whisperings
were obeyed the speaker referred to
the gifgiftsts and fruits of the spirit andadd
showed that the manner in arhwhich it
was conferred upon mankind waswasbyby
the laying on of hands by the author-
ized servants of god he prayed forf
the blessings of god to rest upon all

PRESIDENT JOHN MORGAN
spoke briefly he referred to ahethe or-
ganization of the church and com-
pared the same toato a tree showing that
the sap was to the tree what the holyadly
ghost was to the church and that by
the fruits of the trees their qualities
should be tested president morgan
concluded by thanking the saints and
friends torfor their kinkindnessduess in contrib-
uting to make the conference a

singing benedictionBenedicti by M
A hendricks

the conference was truly an enjoy-
able oneoae an excellent spirit pre alling
throughout the weather was pleas-
ant the attendance fair andana all
things combined to make the occasion
a memorable weone

during tile sojourn of theRlthe eldersders
several council meetings were held
during which the brethren reported
themselves as feeling well and en-
couragedcou raged in their labois and their
fields generally as being in a prosper-
ous bondiconditiontion we were the re-
cipients of some excellent council and
instruction relative to our labors from
president john morgan in view of
the extent of the cojiconferenceference
a division of the same wasvas con-
sidered and deemed necessary and a

SEPARATE conference FORMED

embracing the state of marmarylandaland toethe
northern part of virginia and the
northeastern part ofel west virginia to
be known as the maryland conference
eldereider henry W milletmiller was appointed
and sustained to preside over this con-
ference I1

the elders named in the first part of
this report with the exception of pres-
ident morgan and with the addition
of elder john hansen who had just

i arrived direct from utah tedon
the 19 ih dinst peddlerslaralars creekcheekam am-
herst county and held two meetings
with the saints and ffriends at that
place elders burrows Hendrick sandsaud
heaton r eing the speakers in the fore-
noon and inia the afternoon adersders
hansen woolf taylor roundyboundy wil-
liams and miller addressed the saints
the attendance was very fair

the following report for the six
months ending august showsshow the
conference to be inIB a prosperous con

fields ot labor traveling
elders 8 baptized 8sg

2 children
blessed 6 brabranchesaches organized 13
sunday schools organized 2

ordained 2 died 1 1 I1i

ever praying for themthe welfareelfare ofgotzionzion
I1 remain ybur brother in10 the gospelsgospel

JOSIAH BURROWSBURROWSi
clerk of conference


