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urdlord shall enter into the kingdom of heaven
but he that boeth the will of my father which
is in heaven

0 0
therefore whosochoso heareth these sayings of

mine and boeth them I1 will liken him unto a
wise man which built his house upon a rock

and the rain descended and the floodsflood
came and the winds blew and beat upon that
house and it fell not tor it was founded upon
a roderock

and everyone that heareth these sayings ot
mine and boeth them not shall be likened unto
a foolish man which built hisbis house upon the
sand

and the rain descended and the floods came
and the winds blew and beat upon that house
aoand it fell and great was the fallfail of it matt
vuvii ac 24 as25 26 ay27

now if anybody in this congregation
has built his house upon a sandy foun
dation upon which so many millions
have built their houses according to
jesus christ the savior of the world

4 his houe will tallfall and great will be the
tall thereof

what did jesus mean by this sayingsaving
to nicodemus verily verily I1 say
unto thee except a man be born of
water and otof the spirit he cannot enter
into the kingdom of god it appears
that there must be a second birth and
that birth is not simply believing in the
savior A radical change must take
placeabcacc in the soul to fit man to enter the
Bkingiegdomlom of heaven according to the
teachings of jesus jesus exemplified
his sayings in his practice he was a
little different from a great many
reachers he did not say to the people

90teachersKea0 not as I1 do but do as I1 say he
showed the way and walked in it and
said they were to follow him he gave
his word to the people as he received
it from the father and as the father
commanded him so did he he prac-
ticed what he preached aad he left us
an example that we should follow in his
steps we read that when jesus en-
tered upon his ministerial career he
went to the river jordan where a man
by taethe name of john called john the
baptist was administering the ordinance
of baptism this man john is declared
mohaveto have been a great prophet he came
as the forerunner of the savior he
came to prepare the way before him
he taught the people in judea and jeru-
salem and in the regions round about
and he made a great mapymany converts
but when people came to him to learn
oiof him he rebuked them for their sinssins
and he told them that they must turn
away from these sins and repent he
came to preach repentance and the
baptism of repentance lorfor the remission
of sins he was baptizing the people
ulin that part of the country when jesus
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comecame to him we read in the third
chapter of matthew that jesus asked to
be baptized of him and the record says

but john forbade him saying I1 have need to
be baptized of thee and thou to me

and jesus answering said unto him suffer it
to be so now for thus it becometh us to fulfill
jaiall righteousness then he suffered him

and jesus when he was baptized went up
straightway out of the water and lo10 the hea-
vens were opened unto him and he saw the
spirit of god descending like a dove and light-
ing uponn him

and 1lo100 aL voicevoice from heaven saying this is

my beloved son in whom I1 am well pleased
matthew iii 14 15 xa 17

here was the pattern that jesus set for
the people to follow he went to one
having authority from god a prophet
vfof god a man called and ordained of
god as a minister and as his forerun

ner and this man john said he that
cometh after me is mightier than I1
whose shoes I1 am not worthy to bear
he shall baptize you with the holy
ghost and with fire jesus went to
this anman and was baptized of him in
the river and when he was baptized he
came up out of the water jhhowingowing that
he must first of all have gone down into
the water and the heavens were
opened and the holy ghost descended
upon him he went into the river and
was born of water he came up out of
the water and was born of the spirit
here is an example that he set to all
the world and he proclaimed to nico-
demus in the words I1 have read to you
that except a man be born oiof water
and of the spirit he cannot enter into
the kingdom of god you see there
is something more than believingbelie or
rather itif you do believe you believe in
the sayings and commandments of jesus
as well as in his personality and his
atonement if ye love me keep my
commandments said he

belief is merely the bginning of re-
ligion but if that belief is true it it is
real if it is living faith then it is the be-
ginning of the path to salvation if
thou beli evest with all thine heart thou

said the servant of god to the
man who demanded baptism at his
hands as we read in the ath chapter of
acts of the apostles philip had
preached christ and him crucified to
the man and as they went on their
way itaasit says they came to certain water
and theth man said to philipsphilip see here
is water what doth hinder me to be
baptizedzea philip said itif thou belaev
est with all thine heart thou
and he answered and said I1 believe
that jesus christ is the son otof god
and he commanded the chariot to stand
still and they went down both into the
water both philip and the eunuch and
he baptized him why was the eu-
nuch baptized because baptism was a
part of the doctrine of jesus and he
could not believe in jesus unless he be
lieveld in baptism he was baptized in
the same way that jesus was baptized
he went down into the water and was
buried by baptism and being buried in
the liquid grave from his old lilelife he was
born of the water when he came forth
from the womb of the waters into the
air and then he was prepared to receive
the holy ghost

this is the simple doctrine of christ
that all his apostles preachedpreacheci wherever
they went and there were no differences
among them in regard to it peter did
not go among the jews preaching one
gospel and paul to the gentiles preach-
ing another gospel they both preached
the same what was it read their
writings and you will find it is exactly
the same as peter taught on the day of
pentecost which we read about in the
second chapter of the acts otof the apos-
tles the disciples were gathered there
on one occasion and the holy ghost
was poured out upon them in giedt
power and they received that endow-
ment from on high that christ had
promised jesus told his disciples to
tarry at jerusalem until they were en-
dowed with power from on high and
then the gospel should be preached in
all the world beginning at jerusalem
we read that on the day of pentecost
they were all with one accord in one
place and suddenly there came the
sound as of a rushing mighty wind
and it filled the place where they were

sitting and they were all filled with
the holy ghost and began to speak
with other tongues as the spirit gave
them utterance and the people whoawho
had gathered to jerusalem to worship
iromfrom the various nations round about
came running to hear this strange thing
peter then stood up and proclaimed to
them the gospel of the lord jesus
christ he declared to them that the
person whom the jews with wicked
hands had slain was the very Mismessiahgissiahsiah
the son of god the christ he bore
testimony that he had lived that hiehe
had died and that he had been raised
from the dead and that they had seen
him

now when they head this they
were prickedcricked in their hearts and said
unto peter and to the rest of the apos-
tles men and brethren what shall we
do evidently they had some idea
that they oughtouight to do something and
not merely believe in this messiah and
his atonement and they wanted to
know what they were to do that ap-
pears to be the cry of all humanity
when the soul is awakened by the light
of the lord to perceive the truth of the
fact that jesus of nazareth is the son of
god the savior of the world they
want to do something but modern di-
vines cry out do there is nothing for
youou to do only believe and you shallunsavedbe saved and heaven is yours forever
for god so loved the world that he
gave his only begotten son that who-
soever believethbelieveth in him should not per-
ish but have everlasting life 0 but did
peter answer in that way oh no in
the sath and verses of this chapter
we read

then peter said unto thethem repent and be v

baptized every one of you in the name of
jesus christ for the remission of sins and ye
shallhall receive the gift of the holy ghost

for the promise isis unto you and to your
children and to all that are afar off even as
manmanyy as the lord our god shall call acts iii

38 39

Hhereere is the one gospel of christ the
one plan of salvation the strait and the
narrow way that unto everlast-
ing life believe in the lord jesus
christchrist repent of your sins be baptized
inin the name of jesus christ for the re-
mission of sins and then you shall re-
ceive the holy ghost and it you realreallyly
and truly believe in jesus christ youyoe
will do that because christ commanded
it you will believe in his sayings as well
as in his existence

you read the acts of the apostlesapostal
carefully and you will find wherever
the apostles went and preached in the
name of christ they preached that same
doctrine they called upon the people
to repent then they baptized them
they laid their hands upon them and the
holy ghost came upon them I1 quoted
just now from the ath chapter of the
acts of the apostles let me cicitete your
attention to another verse or two in the
same chapter we are told there that
jesusfesus went and preached jesus in sam-
aria and it says that when the people
heard his words and believed they were
baptized both men and women
baptism seemed to be a consequence of
their belief for that was a part of the
doctrine of jesus christ it gdeslon
to say

now when the apostles which werereceivedat jerorem
salem heard that samaria had received the
word of god they sent unto them peter and
john

who when they were come down prayed


