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those early times and displayed their
architectural works all over this land
they built great cities they became
numerous and powerful they kept
records of their lives in those days and
of their experience of gods providence
over them how they were ledanc how
they built and lived after they arrived
herebere by and by they became very
proud and haughty and became involv-
ed inin wars contentions and strafesfes
similar to those we have had between
the northern and southern stites und
they weakened and finally destroyed
each other the enmity among them
was so deadly that it continued until
men finished up by fighting two and two
swordawona in hand this record gives us an
account of that

then there was in the days of israel
a family of a man by the name of lehi
who had several sons six hundred
years before the christian era when
jeremiah came proclaiming judgments
against jerusalem because of their wick
edlessaaness the lord revealed unto this man
lehilebi and his family they being right

had compassion upon
them and that he did not require them
to be led awayaay captive into babylon
so he told them that if they would
gather out into the wilderness he adua
lead them to a place otof safety where
they could live upon a choice land above
all other lands this man lehi and his
family hearkened to his coucounsel as did
another man by the name of ishmael
who had several daughters and these
united together inin marriage and they
spread abroad here on this american
continent and became a numerous and
powerful people they were people of
Uisraelrael the descendants of jospeh they
were descendants otof both otof josephs
sons ephraim and manasseh and they
have in this land fulfilled the prophecy
which said that they should grow to-
gether and become a multitude otof na-
tions in the midst of the earth

it was of this land that moses
when he blessed joseph saying

blessed of the lord be his land
for the precious things of heavenheaven
for the dew and for the deep that cou cheth be-
neath and for the precious fruits brought forth
by the sun and for the precious things put forth
by the moon and for the chief things of the
ancient mountains and lorfor the precious things
of the lasting hillsbills and for the precious thinthingsgs
of the earth and falness thereof and for the
good will of him that dwelt in the bush let the
blessing come upon the head of joseph and
upon the top of the head of him that was sepa-
rated from his brethren

his glory is like the firstling of hisbis bullock
and his horns are like the hornshoms of unicorns
with them he shall push the people together to
the ends of the earth andaad they are the ten thou-
sands of ephraim and they are the thousands
of manasseh dent 33 131713 17

these people that came over from jeru-
salem brought with them plates on
which were contained the law of moses
and the prophecies of the early proph-
ets and they lived here keeping the law
of moses until the coming of the lord
jesus christ

when our savior had pertperformedormed his
mission in the land of judea he came
over to this land of america he told
the people in jerusalem that he had
other sheep that were not of that fold
and that he must visit them also that
they might hear his voice and he would
bring them and they should become one
people so he came over here and held
several notable conferences with the
people he taught them the same gos

pel that he had taught in the land
of jerusalem he appointed twelve
disciples here and gave them instruc-
tions endowed them with the priest-
hood etc

in the course of time when the peo-
ple became wicked again after having
hadbad a long period of the greatest hap-
piness of any people on earth a cele-
brated prophet by the name of mor-
mon a righteous man distinguisheddistinguishtd
among his people loror hisbis virtues hisbis in-
telligencetelligence and his cower of priesthood
received instruct ns from the lord to

I1 write the history otof his people in an
abridged form before destruction should
come upon them he did so and wrote
it upon plates of pure gold and
in the language called the reformed
egyptian a language which no people
knew very well and he being a prophet
and having the urina and Thum mim hid
it up with these plates so that in due time
the plates should come forth and the
means to interpret the record on them

in a fefew words I1 have given you items
of this history covering a period of two
or three thousand years this book of
mormon is an abridgementabridge ment of the rec-
ords of the Jared ites and also of the
records of a people that came over who
were of the descendants of joseph I1
should mention also that eleven years
after lehi left when the sons otof zede-
kiah were captured and their eyes put
out in the most barbarous manner one
of their number named made
his escape and was led by the lord and
he came and landed on this korthnorth
american continent so that he and his
children joined with the descendants of
joseph we have on this land in the
natives the descendants of ephraim of
manasseh and of judah combined this
is what scientists with much searsearching
speculation and study are endeavoring
to find out

this book otof mormon is the bible of
the american world made by these
people it gives an account of their rise
and progress their wealth and their
poverty their prosperity and their ad-
versityversity and finally their downfall and
destruction how they came to be ccursed
and howbow the savior came and preached
to them the same gospel that he taught
in judea this book contains a testi-
mony of the same principles as the
bible and is a practical fulfillment 0of
that which is spoken ofcf by ezekiel the
prophet in the chapter of his
prophecy concerning the writing on
sticks

the word of the lord came again unto me
saying moreover thou son of man take thee
one stick and write upon it for judah and for
the children of israel hisbis companions then take
another stick and write upon it for joseph the
stick of ephraim and for alla the house of is-
rael his companions and join them one to an-
other into one stick and they shall become one
in thine hand and when the children of thy
people shall speak unto thee saying wilt thou
not shew us what thou meanest by these say
unto them thus saith the lord god
behold I1 will takelake the stick of joseph i wwhichaich
is in the hand of ephraim and the tabes of
israel his fellows and will put them with him
even with the stick of judah and make them
one stick and they shall be one in mine hand
and the slicks whereon thou whitest shall be in
thine hand before their eyes

the word otof the lord to ezekiel as
here given makes not only the exist-
ence otof the two sticks or records appear
very clearly by being in thine hand
and before their eyes but the expres-
sion in theme irth verse is particularly sig-
nificantant here here the lord sayssas

1 I will take the stick of jo
seab which is in the hand of ephraim
and the tribes of israel his felfellowsloAs and
will put them with him even with the
stick of judah and make tham one
stick and they shall become one in
mine hand

the word them being plural must
signify two or more and putting them
witti him even with the stick of0 judah
signifies that not less than three are
spoken of which third as appears from
the text must refer to all the house of
israel his companions

this is in beautiful harmony with the
prophecy of nephi in chapter
verses 12 14 second nephi delivered

years before the coming of christ
for behold I1 shall speak unto the jews and

they shall write it and I1 shaushall
also speak unto the Nep hites and they
shaushall write it and I1 shall also speak unto
the oltherbroer tribes of the housebouse of israel which I1
have led away and they shall write it
and it shall come to pass that the jews shall
have the wordsword of the Nep hites and the ne

shall have the words of the jews and the
Nephites and the jews shall have the words of
the lost tribes of israel and the lost tribes ot0
israel shall have the words of the Nep hites and
the jews and it shall come to pass anat my
people which are otof the house of israel shallshaa
be gathered home unto the lands of their pos-
sessions and my word also shall be gathered in
one and I1 will show unto them that fight
against my word and against mymy people who
are of the house of israel that I1 am god and
that I1 covenanted with abraham that I1 would
remember his seed for ever

here we are told by ezekiel and ne-
phi two notable prophets who lived
many hundreds of years before the com-
ing of our savior that there will be
three records sticks or bibles published
containingcontaining his wonderful works among
three divdivisions of the house of israel

the stickslick of ludahjudah the bible has
been in circulation for centuries among
all civilized Datnationsions the stick of jo-
seph in the hands of ephraim which
is the book of mormon was translated
into english from the reformed egyp-
tian by means of the arim and thum
MIMmim inin the handsbands of joseph smith and
has been translated from the english
language into the french german
italian danish swedish welsh span-
ish dutch kanaka maori hildos
danee and one of the modern jewish
languages and has been published and
circulated in 11 except the two last
mentioned nationalitiesnat tonalitiesonali ties so that its ex-
istence is already widely known in
christendom

having received so complete a ful
ailment of the promise concerning these
two Btbiblesbles we may exercise implicit
faith that the thithirdrd giving an account of
the ten lost tribes of israel will
be forthcoming in the due time of the
lord

the book of mormon has special and
peculiar claim upon the faith of all true
christian people because it was trans-
lated by the power of god through the
aurim and Thum mim word by word and
gensentencetence by sentence

on the sand otof september 1827 the
gold plates upon which the book of
mormon was engraved were taken out
otof the ground and delivered to joseph
smith with the most solemn injunction
concerning their safety by the prophet
moroni who had charge of the sacred
record

while joseph smith was translating
with oliver cowiccowderyry writing for timtheyhim they
came to where it referredret erred to baptism for
the remission of sins and the authority


