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p my particular act was opposing the

direction of the church in temporal
or business matters we opposed
the giving of counsel about this by
the president it waswasa a dispute about
finatifinancialcial matters one of the points
was the development of the mines
there was a church trial brighamyoung and george Q cannon were
present I1 was also tried by the
high CocounciluRcil because of my posi-
tion I1 was charged with disobeying
the counsels of the head of the
church we did not consider that
the teachings were to obey the
priesthoodrlest hood but at that trwtrialFitt was decided concontroy to
our views as I1 understood it
I1 was in some apprehension for my
personal safety for a year or two
wmwin 8 godbe and I1 were tried a
number of others left the church
or were excommunicated for sym-
pathizingpath izing with us I1 barricadedbarricadesbarrica ded myrousehouse because I1 had apprehensions
for my personal safety I1 thought
some violence might be done by
over zealous mormonscormonsMor mons ttherehere
were no teachings to cause that re
sultsuit but there were some violent
men there was a penalty attached

v for revealing certain mysteries of
the endowment house I1 know of
no penalty for apostasy the penal
ty of death was attached to reveal
ing these masonic ceremonies
I1 have heard more of that
in later times than I1 did
then a requisition was made that
the foodblood of the prophets should be
avenged this was in instructions
no special importance was attached
to it the people covenanted to keep
themselves holy and pure I1 remem-
ber my washings and there was no
importance or sacrednesssacred ness attached
to the avenging business the pen
allies were applied to the signs
passwordspass words etc

to le grand young the reason
for mvmy excommunication was be

to the direction ofthe
church in temporal matters there
was little talk about or interest in
politics we started the mormon
tribune which was changed to thechalledsalt lake tribune and I1 was the
first editor there was at our trial
a charge that we believed in spirit-
ualism or receiving revelations for
the church but that was not the
principal charge the special mat-
ter4 was in what enterprises people
should invest their money the
movement we engaged in was called
the new movement it afterwards
drifted into a spiritualistic move-
ment the people called us
Godbeltes there was no charge
about spirit revelation ththough0uell
we believed I1inU it I1 was
never personally molested after
I1 left the church my appre-
hensionshen were not from the church
but I1 feared some who were morimor
monsmono y I1 once heard a mormon
speak of me in away that led me to
believe he thought I1 ought to be
assaulted

to baskin he said there goes
a scoundrel that ought to be shot

to le grand young in the en-
dowment house I1 heard a reference
to avenging the blood of the pro-
phets and voted on it we were
also required to live pure and holy
lives no persons were mentioned

as prophets nor was the govern-
ment or the people of the govern-
ment referred to so little explana-
tion was made of the avenging and
so little attention was attached to it
that I1 did not give special heed to it
I1 did not understand that I1 was to
do any avengingave aging I1 suppose every
man interpreted it according to bisbin
nature we claimed to receive reve-
lations at the time of our excommu-
nicationni an article which I1 wrote
on spiritual gifts was brought up as
evidence of our being wrong com-
munications with the dead which
we considered true were called
false doctrine brigham young
charged me in public with
receiving spiritual communications
this was before our excommunica-
tion his charge was true I1 dont
think our spiritualistic communica-
tions were not antagonistic to the
doctrines of the church we
claimed that the church was right
but that brigham young was arro-
gating that which did not belong to
him I1 understand that the church
does not now approve the claim
made by him I1 think that no other
man claimed it but him

to P L williams I1 think the
tendency of the church is to the
view that we took when we were
excommunicated we were de-
nounced publicly as apostates

to mr moyle it has always
been my understanding that the
church except this claim of
brigham young did not control
I1in temporal affairs I1 know nothing
to the contrary except under bribrig-
ham

9young I1 believe his views in
regard to temporal affairs were not
endorsed by the people

to baskin I1 was tried before the
high council of the salt lake
stake presided over by george B
wallace the whole priesthoodPresthood
at that date sustained brigham
young

to moyle I1 understood that I1
was held in great disfavor by the
majority but I1 had no knowledge
that they sustained brigham
youn- sIs claim we organized a
movement that might have antag-
onized the mormonscormonsMormons to us

to the court the names of jo
seph and hyrum smith were not
mentioned in the Endowment House
but I1 understood they were included
among the prophets brigham
young gave no reason for opposing
the opening of the mines wee sur-
mised that hebe did not want people
opposed to the mormonscormonsMor mons to be
brought inherein here fromFromI 1801 to 1869
the people felt that the united states
hadbad injured the people and had per-
secuted them I1 remember of a
charge that the court records were
burned but that was not after I1
came here the feeling I1 have re-
ferred to was general it was con-
sidered that the officers of the
united states who were here did
not have good feelings towards the

mormonscormonsMormons some of this feeling
related to polygamy the idea of
the people was that the government
officers did not do them justice the
people thought the government was
wrong iuin opposing plural marriage
some individuals were very bitter
against the representatives of the
government in utah they held

the idea that these representatives
were hostile to the people

to baskin the people regarded
all efforts to oppose polygamy as auan
act of hostility

to the court when the act of
1862 was passed brigham young
did not command all the male mem-
bers of the church to enter
polygamyty they were not advised
as a mass to practice it those whogot special permission were allowed
to do so it was taught ahloth the
doctrine was true and should be
obeyed those who desired to obey
it were riotnot required to pay any
money but to obtain permission of
the authorities

to P L williams I1 only met in
public meetings except prayer cir-
cles I1 was never present on any
occasion when it was proposed to
put any one to death never heard
a proposition or suggestion to that
effect I1 made no protest against
such a thing because their was no
occasion

to le grand young I1 would
have remembered such a suggestion
but there never was anything of the
kind

R W young offered in evidence
a part of the record of the house of
representatives the portion being
the deposition of eli B kelsey be-
fore the house committee where
ttestimony was given that a libe-ral 11 meeting was prevented by
c mormonscormonsMormons filling the hall where
some damage was done and
that next day president youngs
clerk thomas WEl lerbeck went to
the and offered to pay it
in the affelaffi davit eli B kelsey states
that there is no obligation taken in
the endowment house that par-
takes in any way of disloyalty he
also states that there is nothing that
interferes with the duties of citizen-
ship and that the people believe in
and assume allegiance to the king-
dom of god yet to come

GEORGE WARDELL
tetestifiedstifled I1 am the sorsoc of martin
D wardell he is in the court
room I1 came with him in 1862 in
captain dames company I1 am
not a member of any chuchurchach do
do not believe in mormonism 9

remember crossing green river
there was no man killed inour train
father crossed the plains only once
if there had been a man namedgreen killed I1 would have known it
I1 beard of nothing of the kind I1
did not drive greens wagon nor
hearbear of it I1 only drove my fathertu Is
wagon the charch gave us the
wagon at florence nebraska for upua
to come in and I1 left the wagon in
the tithing office never heard
father relate this story before we
came through late in the fall of 1862
do not remember billy williams or
george snyder no man from our
camp was killed never heard of
any man being killed on the trip
across the plains

to mr Dicdicksonlison I1 was sixteen
years old there was more than one
hundred people in the train there
were about thirty fafamiliesmillea we
started from florence near omaha
dame was in charge mark sur-
ridge

bar-
ridge sargent dame and our own
family are about all I1 can remember
I1 never heardbeard of a man named


