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when Napoleon ordered the arrest of
all Englishmen between the ages of
sixteen and sixty found iIn his do-
m=ains, to be held as hostages for
Frenchmen who might be captured on
his vessels after war had been de-
clared and they had not heard of it
The modern practice 1s to allow the
enemy’'s Subjects to remaln undis-
turbed so long as thelr conduet is un-
objectionable, and subject to expulsion
at any time after reasonable notice up-
on a breach of the terms: belng made
or |f they from gome other cause be-
come objectionable or a source of peril.
Thelr property is also exempt fromn
selzure or injury during suech tlme.

It is quite well remembered by those
who were old enough at the time and
kept bosted, that large numbers of
Germans remained in France durlng
the trying perlod of 1870-71, and were
not molested in the least by the French
aunuthorities or people. In many cases
this was largely due to the untiring
efforts of the American minister, Elihu

B. Washburn, who stayed at his post’

throughout the war, and hy his
determination and daring succeeded in
having the modern as against the
rnediaeval doetrine upheld. It §s also
fair to say that he was ably assisted in
his humane efforts by the French au-
thorities, and due to them to add that
no German residing in France, nor the
property of any such, was even threat-
ened or menaced by them, although on
some occaslons the populace were hard
to restraln and were not without con-
glderable justification for a "break™ gt
guch timea. It is shown to be a fact
that to distinguished Americans of a
century ago does the credit belong ot
breaking down the strict and ecruel
jnterpretation of old-time practices re-
garding the matter spoken of.

Of course the allens who remain in a
country whieh is at war with thelr own
are subjected to greater restrictions
than in time of peace. No matter how
great thelr commerce with their own
country., it must be broken off until
peace |8 established. An American hav.
ing & Ppartnership relation in Spain or
Ctuba, for example, must dissolve it, at
Jeszst for the time béding. Another in-
oonvenience is, being barred from prose-
cuting elaims In the eourts of justice
of the country where the alien remains.
Tt appreara to be more a matter of un-
derstanding and advancement on the

rt of each of the powers where up-
to-date methods prevail than anything
else—-the more advanced the nation the
greater the degree of liherality ana
tolerance shown in such cases; there
are £till many nations of the earth that
are wholly barbarous, and others with
one foot resting timidly upon the soil
of civillzatlon,while the other Is planted
firmly upon the ground out of which
came the noxicus growthas whilech our
country _and many others have extir-
pated. From the advanced class only is
anything In the way of tolerant treat-
ment to allens to he expected at any
time, especially when there I8 war.

REGARDNG TORFEDOES.

A great many people are making in-
quirles regarding features of the war
brought out by reason of its exlstence.
It Is doubtless safe to assume that
most of the information obtalned by
such means would have remained un-
developed but for the sltuation. For
instance, the torpedo, which promises
to play, If it has not already played a
prominent part In tbe conflict, Is a
compargtively unknown quantity, else-
where as well as In Utah, and there-
fore i8 a subject of corresponding In-
terest.

These dreaded adjuncts of modern'

wartfare are divided Into two general
classes—movable and stationary, the
Iatter constituting what [s known as a

mine, and tbis in turn consisting of the
ground and floating mine. The tor-
pedo proper is of two kinds, called the
automobijle {or gelf-moving) and dirig-
ble, meaning one that iz directed or
moved by influences apart from itself.
These terms have been contracted so
that now the stationary class is known
as the submarine mine, while torpedo
by Itself means one of the movable ex-
ploslves. Those mines which are
b buoyant explode by coming In con-
tact with or near to the sldes or bot-
tom of a vessel under water, while the
stationary or ground mine acts at a
considerably greater distance. It s
also the case that mines are divided In-
to other clasases, these relying for thelr
distinction updn whether or not they
are under the control of operators, In
all of which cases electriclity is the ex-
ploding and moving agent.

A writer in Collier's Weekly shows
that the depth of water in a harbor
has much to do with the form of tor-
pedo used, and in channels where there
is leas than thirty feet at high tide the
mine case, which rests on the bottom,
has the shape of the segment of a
sphere with a flat bottom, The elec-
trical apparatus is attached to a buoy
anchored to the case and submerged
four feet, The explosive charge ig
generally about 250 pounds of dyna-
mite or wet gun cotton. The buovant
mine 1a a hollow saphere, constructed of
steel, having a ring at the top for
handling, and directly opposite a hole
for Ioading and inserting the electrical
apparatus., Ovwer this iz fitted 8 eap
for attaching the mooring chain and
cable. It Is generally submerged about
four feet below low water, and the ex-
plosive charge {8 1 pounds of dyna-
mite or wet gun eotton. A mushroom
anchor holds the mine In position. An-
other form of submarine mine is one
whieh will explode by contaet with a
ship’s bottom; but as these are danwer-
ous both to friend and foe, they are
now seldom used irn any seheme for de-
fense,

Meantime the torpedo boat and de-
8iroyer are kept in the background. It
would seem to be a safe proposition,
even judging from this great distance.
that thelr utllity as war craft has been
somewhat if not eonsiderably over-
rated. Perhaps it will be found in ac-
tual engagements that instead of be-
Ing certain destroyers they are certain
of destruction when undertaking an
independent assault upon a well armed
vessel. It would seem to he the case
that they are of least value in the open
sea and of the most value nearer shore
or In places where the ship attacked
has not a fair opportunity for maneu-
vering and thus keeping respectful dis-
tances between them. That the tor-
pedo boat i, however, a thing to bhe
watehed and shunned is well assured.

FORTO RICO.

An encouraging word came almost
directly from the White House on
Thuraday. It was to the effect that
in about two days Porto Rico would
be under the control of the Unijted
States. The 'time seems rather short
for such a vast consummation. but so
far thoee Iln echarge seem to have un-
derstood their business thoroughly
and made few if any mistakes; still,
some allowance must be made for g
possible miscalculation. It will, he a
great achlievement for this ecountry
even if the time required for {ts ae-
complishment should be extended for
a few days; although, as things are
going, It seems that nothing is now

likely to be lost by haste.

Porto Rico is the most easterly jsland
of the Greater Antilles. It Is situated
at what might be termed the elbow of
a group extending from Cuba casterly
some 1,000 mlles, the ocontinuation of

the group being soutberly and ending
at the Island of Trinidad, off the portha
western coast of South Amertca, It
is 1656 miles long at its longest part
and ig about forty miles in widtb, the
total square mileage being 3,800, Its
population s not definitely known, but
probably equals §500,000. A great num-
ber of navigable lagoons appear on
the northern coast, and at gertain
times of the year most of the rivers
emptylng into the sea are navigable.

A range of mountains rung though
Porto Rlco from east to west, the mean
height of which ia about 1,600 feet, but
there is one peak 3,678 feet high., Ex-
tensive plains are to be found in the
Interior and there are tracts of fertile
land [rom three to ten miles |n width
along the coast. The soil is very fer-
tile, the yield of sugar belng greater
to a given number of acres than in any
other part of the Antllles. The miner-'
als found are gold, silver, copper, and
large quantities of satt.

The island was discovered by Colum-
bus In 1493, and taken possesslon ‘of by
Spain in 15608. Somewhat in accordance
with Spanish usage in late years, and
decidedly In line with its policy during
most of the intervening time, the pol-
icy\of extermlnation was adopted, and
in a few years the natives had all suc-
cumbed to the murders, persesutions
and wlle practices to which they were
subfected by the Invaders.

. The capital is San Juan, containing
probably 25,000 people. It 18 situated
on an islet of the northeastern coast,
and is comnected with the malpnland
variously, It is a strongly fortifled
place, and has been four times at-
tacked by Great Britain, only one of
the assaults proving successful, Thess
were some  tlme ago, and while the
fortifications are relatively weaker now
than then, it must also bé remembered
that no sueh engines of destruction
were in exlstence in those days as will
now be hrought to bear upon the dé-

fenses of the Porto Rican eaplital. Its
capture is not counted upon as a
greatly difficult undertaking, but un-

doubtedly it wlll resist to the lgast.

BPANISH NAVAYL BTRATEGY.

There are Indications that the Wash-
ington authorities have informatjon re-
garding the movements of the Spanish

fleet lately stationed at Cape Verde
islands, not communicated to the gen-
eral publlc. When last seen it was
steering west, and the préesumption was
that it would turn up elther at Porto
Rico or off the coast of Brazil to head
off the Oregon and Its consort, the
Marietta. Several days before the de-
parture the Spanish minister of marine
announced that its destiny waa to en-
gage the blockading squadron, but this
announcement was accepted pg con-
clusive evidence that nothing of the
kind was contemplated.

In this eonnection it is interesting to
review the strategle movements sg far
of the formidable Spanish fleet. Before
war wag declared the sgquadrgn that
has now disappeared was sent out from
Cadiz, presumably for the purpose of
defending Porto Rico and Cuba. But
instead of going west It went south,
and lurned up at Cape Verde {slands,
where it was anchored until the mneu-
trality proclamation of Portuga] drove
them out. But previous to the depar-
ture ft was reinforced by the two
crudsers that fled from Cuba when most
needed to defend tbe ports of that
isiand.

Another formldable naval forge was
reported as having left Cadiz for the
purpose of blowing up Schley's squad-
ron and then bomhard our Atlantie
coast cities. But this enemy, when iast
heard of. was on the lookout for Amer-
ican merchant vessels in the Mediter-
ranean and the English channe]. Sim-
llar taetics have been in evidence In



