Was a pioper auld a constitutional
requirement. I have uo doubt of it;
00 one doubts jt.

But how 4o we know that the leg-
islature of lduhe will prescribe n
test oath in this case and so give au
opportunity of purgation? You say
that they probably will, I say that
they ought to, But is there no toubt
that they will do so? ‘There is none
thut it should be done; but where is
theauthority that compelsit? W here
is the warrant; the surety? Where
Is the assurance that they will not
leave this eutire matter to the kind
of men whom I will ngt undertake
to charadtrize here; the men who
may compose election boards, the
low politicians; the hucksteraof pub-
lic life; the seekers for the little offi-
ces; the haugers-cn of great men;
the mean implements of base am-
bitions; the general doers ot dirty
work throughout the nation?

How do we know, I ask, that it
will pot be left entirely to these
men? To vaio is it to say it wiil not
probably be left to therm. It may be;
abd where there is au opportunity
for corruption, where iu the mad
delirium and foose morals of politics
there is au opportunity for oppres-
sion, you may be as sure that they
will appear promptly at that time,
when they can do the most good or
the most harm that cau be doue, as
that the sua will rise or set.

Now, Mr. Bpesker, I am not an
apologist for Mormonism; but it is
very cheap, it is very easy to stand
here and rail at it. There is, sir, &
demagogy of virtue just as there is
a bypocrisy of religion. The virtue
which is performed vicariously is
the swuetest iu the world to a great
many people. I konow gentlemen
whose sole virtne consisis in con-
demping polygnmy, aud who are
sober only by trying to enact laws

to keep the poor soldier from get-
ting bis beer. [Laughter and ap-
piause,

The world is full of this kind of
siints; and to stand here where we
have no real potency over the sub-
Ject, where we are not ealled upou
to act—to stand here and hurl epi-
thets at Mormonism seems to me to
he a very mean plece of business.
There is no risk, there iz no bravery
in this kind of talk; there are no
votes to be lost by It, and so it is
cheap and easy. I coudemun Mor-
mouism root aud branch. [ agree
entirely with the framers of this
constitution that persous guilty of
bigamy and polygamy and of the
practices set forth in section 8 of
article 6 of thie Idaho constitution
ought to be distranchised. But
they are human beings. they are
American citlzens, aud 1 contend
for them and in their behalf that
they should have the rights of all
other citizens. No one of them
ought to lose his right to vote unless
he is duly convicted.

I contend for them, and mnot for
them alone, but for all eitizens, Prot-
estant or Catholie, Jew or Gentile,
for the black and the white, for
every form of religion,® for every
form of political belief, that their
rights should be jodicially ascer-
tained. I know thatiu the Btate of
Jllinois statutes have been passed
for the first time in the history of
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this conutry making peual! eertaiu
expreasions of opinion. That luw
may be the outgrowth of a greatne-
cesgity and be so well guarded that
0o harm can be doue to [ree speech
and legititaate political a'ction, but 1
tell you, gentlemeun, here today tiant
it is a dangerous rvad to cuter upou.
It is the roud followed by this con-
atitution, and is doubly daugerous,
because it is an organic law,

I koow the auswer will be that Ly
thid route you seek to attain certain
good. But after all yoy set a prece-
deut; and all the evil I have ever
read of in history comes from evil
precedents bent to good uses. 1t is
the exigency of occasions which
causes reason to be blind and desper-
ate courses to be pursued. 1t isfrom
high and holy purposes, often ino-
deed for the preservation of the state
itself, that an evil example isset and
arule established which ultimately
baptizes the iiberties of the pecple in
blood or drowns them in despotism.

Strike Mormonism, if yon please.
strike it hard; but give it a fair trial;
Liet the courts conduvmn it not irre-
gpousible electiou ofticers. Let them
coudemn the mau whose vote you
seek to take from him, upon some
charge of crime proved by lawful
evidence. Let them solemnly, by
Jjudgment and record, determine
that he falls withiu the law and has
committed an offeuse which takes
from him, aad ought to take from
bim, the right of the elective fran-
chise. We caunot afford, for the
suppression of Mormonism, to intro-
duce inte this country a precedent
s0 dangerous.  We cannot afford to
do this clear off'in Idnho, even, for
that 1s not so far away hut that it
miay ripen in mischier and be cited
in courts and in Beuates against the
libertivs of the people. I coutend
simply for the protection of the law
through the judgment of the courts
on the conduct of all men. Dis-
crimivatiou made in the very teeth
of denials that the aveused are sub-
Jject to them eannot fail to be most
hurtful and myst dangercos. I would
blot out Mermonism if I eould, but I
would not, even to blot out Mormon
ism, take one step which might im-
pair the freedom of the Amcrican
people. [Applause on the demo-
cratic side,]

—

ITEMS FROM THE NORTH.

[ made the trip fron1 Salt Lake to
Cache County?’s ecapital by rail, I
have performed the journey behind
a bair of cayuse ponies. This is all
right when you want to camp on
the roadside at night, or saunter
along ut an wucertain gait in the
daytime, but for my part I prefer
the iron horse.

On the traiu when we lefl, Utah?s,

chief city were about 70 passengers.
Quite a number were young people
returuing from school to spend tne
Sabbath at their homes out of town;
others were called to travel for
various objects, and each presenied
a subject tor the physiognomist.

I one car the individual® that at-
tracted the most attention was an
Irishman. The Irlsh sattract atten-
tion everywhere from uulnerous
causes. This one was dark complex-
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ionerl,had alow forehead, smatl eyes
set  far  back, n nose the end
of which looked like alarge car-
buncle, and promineunt juws. With.
him were his wife—everybody knew.
that hy the commanding way in
which he addr-ssed her—a sweet
lovkiug little creature with blonde
hiuir aud large bjue eyes, and three
children rauging from one to five
years of age. The ruler of this little
flock seemed out of sorts from some
cause, aud ooly awaited opportunity
to give vent to his feelings. The
chauce oceurred when the conductor
come along. Paddy demanded that
a seat be unlocked and turned to face
the other direction. The ¢onductor
looked at him, said he had no key, -
aud remarked that the seat was fug-
iug in the night direction—toward
the front of the traiu. Then Paddy
started; his language was not very
choiee, but the stream of ad verse crit-
icism that pourdd forth upon railway
men io geueral, and Union Paeific
employes iu particular, set the
whole 10t of passengers to laughing.
Lo the midst of 1t all there was s
vein of sympathy for the jittie wo-
mau who, iu an undertone, did her
utmost to pacify her lord and master
aud persuade him to be quiet, her
face suffused in blushes the while,as
she felt keenly the ridiculous spec-
tacle he was miakiog of himself, the
silent pleadiug of the children unit-
ing with the mother as they looked
intently upou the father?s face. The
family wers vn route for Park City;
this | concluded from the fact that
when we reaclied Ogden, aud the
brakeman called out, “This car goes
through to Park City,” they re-
tuined their places in it.

Among the other passengers was
a tall, slender man. [ think Isaw
him in Evanston ooce. His face
was long and thiu, and his beard
was much longer, and was streaked
with gray. He lovked as though he
might have been the editor of a
Wyomiug weekly paper onve, and
bhad failed in collectiug the sub-
scriptiona. ]

umbered among the occupants
of the chair car was Hown. A. Mait-
land Stenhouse, of Alberta,Cunada,
who has been down visiting the
prioncipal city of the Saints.

We bad other notables, too, three
of them being members of the board
of trustees of the Agricultural Col-
lege. They were Wm., 8. McCor-
uick, the bauker, and M. B, Sowles,
ex-city councilor, of 8alt Lake,
and John K. Hills, U. 8. commis-
siener, of Provo. They were going
to Logan to hold a meeting and de-
termine what buildings should be
erected, and what work should be
doue at the college this summer,

Along the route the first olject of
Interest was at the Hot Springs,

 the waters from which are an anti-

dote for almost every form of rheu-
matism, as well a8 many other dis-
eases. There were thie remains of
the Rio Grande Western wreck of
April I7. Tkhe track had been
repaired, but showed the marks
of its receat displacemeut. The
locomotive tender stuod’ upright, at
right angles with the track, where
it had run when the wheels Jett. the
rails, and vear by, lying lengthwise
alougside of the track,were twocars,



