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REMARKS

. By President Brigham Young, Bowery, Sunday
Morning, September 13, 1857,

[REPORTED BY J. V. LONG.]

Before the meeting closes I want to make a
few remarks. My feelings are so complicated that
I want to say a few words and I do not waant to,
I want to talk and I do not want to talk. You
recolleet hearing one of the Elue;s state upon the
stand, not long sinee, that he came into the church
mad and had been mad ever since, and 1 am too
ungry this morning to preach.

I have been in this kingdom a good while,
{wenty five years and upwards, and I have been
driven from place fo place; my brethren have
been driven, my sisters have been driven; we
have been scattered and peeled; and every time
.. without any provocation upon our part, only that
we were united, obedient to the Jaws of the land,
and stiiving to worship God. Mobs repeatedly
guthered against this people, but they never had
any power fo prevail antil Governors issued their
orders and called out a force under the letter of
the law, but breaking the spirit, to hold the
¢ Mormens' still while infernal scamps cat their
throats. I have had all that before me through
the night past, and it makes me too angry to
preach. Also to see that we are in a Govern-
ment whose admistrators are always trying to in-
jure us, while we are constanily at tge defiance
of all hell to prove any just grounds for their hos-
tility against us, and yet they are organizing their
forces to come here and protect infernal scamps
who are anxious to come and kill whom they
piease, destroy whom they please, and finally ex-
terminate the ‘Mormons’.

I did not arrive till late, and br, Taylor was
then preaching upon this subject, and I was glad
of it. He has taught you good principles. This
pecple are free, they are not in bondage to any
Government on God's footstool. We have trans-
gressed no law, and we have no occasion to do
g0, neither do we intend toj but as for any na-
tion’s coming to destroy this people, God Al-
mighty being my helper, they caunot come here,
[ The econgregation responded by a loud Amen.]
That is my feeling upon that point.

On the 24'h of July last a number of us went
to Big Cottonwood Kanvon, to pass the anniver-
sary of our arrival into this valley. Ten years
ago the 24th of last Julya few of the Eiders
arrived here and began to plow and to plant
seeds, {o raise food to susftain themselves.
Whilst speaking to the brethren on that day I
gaid inadvertently, if the people of the United
States will let us alone for ten years we will ask
no odds of them, and ten years from that very
day we had a message by brs. Smooty Stoddard
and Reckwell, that the Government had stopped
the mail and that they had ordered 2500 froops
to come here and hold the ‘Mormons’ still while
priests, politicians, speculators, whoremongers
und every mean, filthy character that could be ra-
ked up should come here and kill off the *Mor-
mons’. I did not think about what I had said
ten vears -ago, till T heard that the President
of the United States had o unjusily ordered
tioops here, and then 1 said, when my former ex-
pression eame to my mind, in the name of Isrzel’s
God we ask no odds of them,

I do not often get angry, but whenIdo I am
righteously angry, and the bosom of the Almighty
burns with anger towards those scoundrels and
they shall be consumed,in the name of Israel’s
God. We have borne encugh of their oppression
and hellishi"abuse, and we will not bear any more
of if, fcr there is no just law requiring further
forbearance on our part. Aud I am not going to
have troops here to protect the prieats and a hel-
lish rabble in efforis 1o drive us from the land
we possess, for the Lord does not want us {o be
driven and bas said, “if you will asgert your rights
and keep my commandments, you siall never
azzin be brought into bondage by your enem.es.’

The officer in command of the Uniled States
army on its way to Utah detailed one of his staff,
Captain Van Viiet, who is now on the stand, to
come here and learn whether he could proecure
the necessary supplies for the army. Many of
vou are already aware of this, and some of you
have been previously acquainted with the Cap-
tain. = Caplain Van Vliiet visifed us in Winter
(Quarters, (uow Florence) and, if I remember
correctly. he was then officiatinz as Assistant
Quarter DMaster; he is again in our midst in the
capacity of Assistant Quarter Master. From the
day of his visit to Winter Quarters many of this
veople have become personally acquainted with
him, both through casual intercourse with and
working for him. He hasinvariably treated them
kindly, as he would a Baptist, a Methodist, or
any otber person, for that is his characler. He
has always been found to be free and frank, and
to be a man that wishes to do right; and no doubt
he would deal out justice to all, if he had the
power. Many of you have labored for him and
found him to be a kind, good man; and I under-
stand that he has much influence in the army
through Lis kind freatment to the soldiers. He
treats them as human beings, while there are
those who treat them worse than brute beasts,

Well, the inguiry 13, ‘what i3 the news?
What is the conelusion?? It is this, we have to
trust in God. T am notin the least concerned as
to the result, if we put our trust in God. The
Administrators of our Government have issued
orders for marching troops and expending much
treasure, and all predicated upon falsehoods;
while every honoranle man would have first made
an economical end peaceful inquiry into the cir-
cumstances. And even now every honorable man
would use all his influence to avert the present
unjust and entirely groundless movement against
us, but Captains, Majors, Colonels and other
subordinate officers have not the power. Wicked
persons, solely for the accomplishisent of their
nnhallowed schemes, have had the power to array
tne Government against us through their lying
and misrepresentation, buat citizens, unurg’nni:qd
14110 cliques and parties, no matter how geod their
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avert the blow when the Administration of our
Government is arrayed against us, uuless the
will also unite against the few well-organized
scoundrels who are plundering our treasury and
fast urging our country to dissolution. We have
got to protect ourselves by the strength of our
God. Do not be concerned in the least with re-
gard to all the affairs that are before you, for we
shall live and grow finely, 2s said a certain wo-
man, who weighed but two pounds when an in-
fant and was putin a quart cup, upon bemng ask-
ed whether she lived, ‘O yes, she said, ‘I lived and
grew finely’; it will also be said of the Latter Day
Saints, “they lived and grew finely.”

You are taught from Sabbath to Sabbath what
to do, and if you do that all will be well. There
is only one thing to fear, and that is that you
will not be faithful to the kingdom of God. We
have that kingdom, and it will spread its
balmy wings over thousands and millions who
havenot yet heard the gospel, and they will find
Israel to be ‘the head and not the tail’..

What is the cause of the hostile feeling
against this people? Br. Taylor has been tel-
ling you. God has restored the gospel of sal-
vation to earth again. That unites the hearts
of the people, brings together those of differ-
ent nations, notwithstanding their various tra-
ditions and their different manners and cus-
toms, and malkes them of one heart and of one
mind. And what follows? All hell is moved
against them, because the kingdoms of this
world—the kingdoms of darkness—are in dan-
ger. All hell is moved against thig people be-
cause we are of one heart and of one mind.

The faith of the gospel of Jesus Christ is
calculated to unite the people in one and to
bring them back to the unity ands faith of
those who obeyed the gospel anciently, and
finally to bring them back to glory. Then do
you wonder that all the sects of the day are
enraged against us? Ihave told youthat I do
not wonder, neither do I wonder that govern-
org and rulers are enraged at onr snccess.—
Are there any Democrats, any Whigs, any
Methodists, any Baptists, or anything like the

arties and sects of the day among us? No.

What is there? Those who want to do the
will of their Father in heaven; and when they
can know his will their faith is one, their hope
is one, and they are one in zll things.

It is not alone the United States that is in
fear because of the union that exists with this
people, but all ‘Europe tremblea this day in
consequence of the faith there is here. Some
may think that it is not so, but I know more
about the United States than men do who come
here direct from Wasbington. Iread their his-
tory and their feelinga every day. You need
not think that the world are not opposed to us,
you need not think that politicians are not op-
posed to us, for they are,

We have sent a Delegate to Congress during

the past six years, and has there ever been an |

opposing vote'in hig eiection? No. The peo-
ple only want to know who the right man is
and then they will support him. Dr. Bernhi-
sel is our Delegate, and has it cost him thous-
anas of dollars to gain his election? No, it
nas net cost bim a gingle dollar, no, not 80 much
as a red cent. We think that he is the most
suitable man for us to send to Washington and
we say, ‘let us gend him?, and he is unanimous-
ly elected. And if we had a thousand officers
to elect, if we had to elect the President of the
United States, you would never see a disgenting
vole,

Parlies in our government have no better
idea than to think the Republic stands all the
firmer upon opposition, but 1 say that it ia not
80. A Republican Government congists in let-
ting the people rule by their united voice, with-
out a dissension; in learning what is for the
best and unitedly doing it. That igtrue Repub-
licanism.

Do not be angry. I will permit you to be as
ane 'y a8 1 am. Do not get go angry that you
cannov prays; donot allow yourselves to become
so angry tnat ¥ou cannct feed an enemy, even
your worst enemny, if an ﬂ-PpDI‘tUI}it}" should
present itself,

There is a wicked ﬂngeqﬂ Lo to the United
there is a righteous angei, The Lord does WotN 0t find any. Bu

suffer wicked anger to bé in his heart, but
there is anger in his bosom and he will hold a
confroversy jwith the nations and will gift
them, and no power can stay his hand.

The Government of our country will go by
the board through its own corruptions, and no
power can save it. If we can avert the blow
for another season it is probable that our ene-
mies will have enough to attend to at home,
without worrying the Latter Day Saints. Have
faith, and all will be well with us. I would
like this people to have faith enough to turn
away their enemies. 1have prayed fervently
about this matter, for it has been said that the
troops would come, but I have said that if my

faith will prevent it they shall not come. It

God will turn them whithersoever he will 8o
that they do not come here, Ishall be perfecily
satisfied. But another man steps np and says
to the one that prays for our enemies to be
turned away, ‘brother, you are a coward, damn
them let them come, for I want fizht to them’.
Herein you perceive a conflict in our faith, and
that should not be. If there was a perfect
union of our faith, our enemies never could
cross the Rocky Mountains, or if they under-
took to come some other way they never could
cross the Sierra Nevada Mountains, nor the
Basin Rim on our north, nor the deserts at the
south. But says one, ‘I want to fight’. *Do all
such persons know that they are not right?—
If they will examine their hearts they will
find a wicked anger and malice there, and they
capnot get into the kingdom of God with those
feelings. |

Learn to control yourselves, learn to be in
the hands of God as clay in the hands of the
potter, and if he will turn our enemies away
praised be his name. But if it should become

intentions and wishes, have not the power to |

y | will chase a thousand, and two will put ten

' now as they were in the days of Adam, or El jah,

| Yes, for where is there the least particle of an-

a duty to take the sword, let us do it manfully
and in the strength of Israel’s God. Then one

thousand to flight. The day will be in which
a man will go out and say to anarimny of a hun-
dred thousand men, ‘do thus and so or we are
upon yvou’, and they will hear the rumbling of
chariots and the rushing of troops as in the
davs of Elijah.

You recodect of a prophel’s telling what brezad
and meal should be sold for in a s!raitened city
the following day. The enemy thonght that
ther~ were millions of the Israclites after them,
for they heard the rolling of chariot wheels, the
clashing of armor and the trampling of horses,
and they fled. The prophet had told the king
that he would be trodden to death in the gate, and
he was, and a measure of meal was sold in the
city for a penny, in fulfilment of the word of the
Lord. The doetrines of salvation are the same

or Jesus when he was upon the earth.

While br. Taylor was speaking of’the secta-
rian world 1t occurred to my mind that the wick-
ed do not know any more than the dumb brutes,
comparatively speaking, but it is our business to
hunt up and gather out all the honest portion of
the natious of the earth and give them salvation.
We may very properly say that the sectarian
world do not know anything correctly, so far as
pertains to salvafion. Ask them where heaven
i3, where they are going to when they die, where
paradise is, and there 1s not a priest in the world
that can answer your questions. Ask them what
kind of a being our Heavenly Father iz, and they
cannot fell you so much as Balaani’s ass told him.
They are more ignorant than children.

We have the knowledge of those things, and
we have the greatest reason to be thankfulof any
people upon the face of the earth. If others
ought to do right, we more. Be full of love and
of compassion to your fellow beines, full of kind-
ness such as human beings can possess, for that
is our business. The only business that we have
on hand is to build up the kingdom of God and
prepare the way of the Son of Man.

If you do your duty in this respect you need
not be afraid of mobs, nor of forces, sent out in
viclation of the very genius of our free instita-
tions, holding you till mobs kill you. Mobs?|

thority, either in our Constilution or laws, for
sending troops here, or even for appointing civil
officers contrary to the voluntary conseunt of the
governed? We came here without any help from
our enemies, and we iniend to stay es long as we
please,

They say that their army is legal, and I say
that much a statement is as false as hell, and
that they are as rolten as an old pumpkin that
has been frozen seven times and then melted in
a harvest sun. Come on with your thousands |
of illegally ordered froops, and I will promise
you, in the name of Israel’s God, that you shall
melt away as the snow before a July sun.

There is one thing that I want, for the satisfac-
fion of Captain Van Viiet. One of our old senators,
Stephen A. Donglas, recently said, before his con-
stitnents in 1llinois, that nine tenths of our people
were aliens. We have a lurger proportion of for-
eignars in this city than in any other part of the
Territory, and there are a gond many here to-
day who have just come in from the plains. 1
want thoee who are native born and vaturalized
American cilizens {o raize their right hands.
[Over two thirds of the congregalion raised their
hands.]  Yon who have not yet received your
naturalization papers will please manifest it in the
same way. [Less thana third of the congrega-
{ion raieed their hands. ]
see for yourself that over two thirds of fhis con-
gregation are either native born or naturalized
American citizens.

I have calied this vote that Captain Van Vliet
may be able to do es he always does, speak the
truth boldly gnd tell them of it next winter in
Washing!ongand, hat he can, if he sees Senator
Douglas in Washington, tell him that his state-
ment wes false, [or be has seen for himself.

If it were any use I would ask whether there
is ONE pesson in this congregation who wants to
atesgbut I know that I should

Il pledge myself that if
there i;g_ﬁan. woman, or child, that wants 1o go
back to the States, if they will pay their debis
and not steal anything, they can go; and if they
are poor and honest we will help them to go.
That has been my well known position all the
time.

Br. Taylor has said that he bantered the Unifed-
States for a trade, and promised them that if they
would send all to Utah that wanted to come, we
would send all to the Stutes that wanled to go.
We would get our thousands to their one, if they
would make that trade, but no, they must keep
on lying, howling, and trying to oppress and kill
the inunocent. .

When some went away last spring I told them
fo go in peace, and they did so. What are they
doing now? DMany of them are siruzgling to get
back, and the rest are wishing that they had never
left here. 1t is a kind of dear business to apos-
tatize every year: I would rather stick to the
old Ship Zion.

When [ was written to in Nauvoo by the Pres-
ident of the United States, through another person,
inquirirg, *where are you going, Mr, Young? |
replied that I did not know where we should land.
We had men in England trying to negociate for
Vancouver’s Island, and we sent a ship load of
Saints round Cape Horn to California. Men 1n
authority asked, ‘where are you going to?? *We
may go Lo California, or to Vancouver’s Island.’
When the Pioneer company reached Green River
we met Samuel Brannan and a few others from
California, and they wanted us to go there. 1
rematked; let us go to California and we cannot
stay there over five years, but let us stay ii the
mountains &nd we can raise our own potatees and
eat them, and I caleculate to stay here. We are

i they do not keep away,

Now, Ceptain, you can |J

gtill on the backbone of the animel, where the

bone and the sinew are, and we intend to stay
here, and all hell cannot help themselves.

We are not to be persecuted as we have been,
We can say, ‘Come a8 amob and we can sweet-
en you up right suldenly.” They never did any
thing against Joseph till they had ostensibly le-
galized a mob, and I ehall treat every army and
every armed company that attempts to come
here, as a mob. [The congregation responded,
‘Amen’] You might as well tell me that yon
can make hell into a powder house, as to 1ell me
that you could let an army in here and have peaces
and 1 intend to tell them and show them this, if
By taking this courss
you will find that every man and woman feels
happy, and they say, ‘all is right, all is welly? and
I say that our enemies shall not slip the bow on
‘old Bright’s neck’ again.

(God vless you: Amen,
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I would like very well to hear some of ths
rest of the brethren speak, if I bad entirely got
over being angry and had patience 1o sit and hear;
I think, however, that I shail be able to calm
and control my feelings, though 1 do not expect
to become entirely settled until the affairs around
me are seitied. 23

It iz a pretty bold stand for this people to take,
to say that they will not be eontrolled by the cor-
rupt administrators of our general Government.
We will be controlled by them, if they will be
controlled by the Conslitution and laws, but they
will not. Many of them donot care any more about
the Constitution and the laws that they make,
than they do about the laws of another nation.
That class trample the rights of the people un-
der their feet, while there are also many who
would like o honor them. All we have ever
asked for 1s our Constitutional richts. We wish
the laws of our Government honored, and wa
have ever honored them, but they are trampled
under foot by administrators.

There cannot be a more damnable, dastardly
order issued than was issned by the Administra-
tion to this people while they were in an Indian
country in 1846. Before we left Nauvoo, not
less than two United States Senators cams to re-
ceive a pledge from us that we would leave the
United Stfates, and then while we were doing our
best to leave their borders, the poor, low, de-
graded curses sent a requisition for five hundred
of our men to go and fight their batiles!! 'That
was President Polk, and he is now weltering in
hell with old Zachary Taylor, where the present
administrators will soon be, if they do not re-
pent. __

Liars have reported that this people have com-
mitted treason, and upon their lies the President
bas ordered out froops to uid in officering this
Territory, and if those officers are like mauy
who have previously been sent here, and we have
reason. fo belisve that they are, or they would not
comse wien they kknow they are not wanted, they
are poor, miserable blacklegs, broken down polit-
ical backs, robbers and whoremoneers, men that
are not fit for civilized society, so they must dra-
goon them wpon us for oflicers. 1 feel that I won’t

bear such cursed treatment, and that is enough to

say, for we are just as free as the mouuntein air.

I do not lift my wvoice against the great and
glorious Government guaranteed to every citizen
by our Constitution, but against ihose corrupt
administrators who trample the Constitution and
just laws under their feet. Taey care no more
aboul them than they do about the government of
France, bat they walk them under their feet
with impunify. And the most of the characters
they have sent here as officers cared no more
about the laws of our couniry and of this Terri-
tory than they did about the Fuwa of China, but
walked them vnder their feet with all the reck-
lessness of despols.

I do not want to be angry nor {o have my feel-
ings wronght up, but I cannot keep quiet under
the continued outrageous tyranny of the wicked.

I have said that if the brethren will bave faith,
the Lord will fizht our baftles and we will have
the privilege of living here in peace. I have
counted the cost to this people of a coilisicn
wilh our enemies, buf I cannot begin to count tha
cost 1t will be to them.

I have told you that if this people will live
their religion, all will be well; and I have told
you that if there is any man or woman that is not
willing to destroy anything and everything of
their property that would be of nuse to an enemy
if left, I wanted them to go out of the Territory,
and I agzain say so to-day for when the time comes
to burn and lay waste our improvements, if zuy
man undertakes to shield his he will be sheared
down, for ‘judgment will be laid to the line aud
righteousness to the plainmet.” Now the faint
hearted can go in peace, but should that time come,
they must notinterfere. Before I will suffer whet
I have in times gone by, there shall not be one
building, nor one foot of lumber, nor a stick, nor
a tree, nor a particle of grass and hay, that wiil
burn, left in reach of our enemies. 1 am sworn,
if driven to extremity, to ulterly lay waste, in the
pame of Isruel’s God.

I know that the Saints, both the brethren and
sisters, pray (hat our enemies may not come here,
for their entrance is designed by onr Government
to be the prelude to the introduction of abomiigy-
tions and death. And you cannot talk to a brother,
or even to asister, but that she will tell you that if
sie consents in her feelings to have our enemies
come here she feels uncomfortable and her heart
sinks within her. If I consent in my feelings 10
have them come here my heart sinks within me, my
buoyant spirits are gone, and ;I have no comfort,
for I know the hellish designs concealed ypder the
prescnt movement. Buat we are free, and every
men says, ‘stand by the kingdom.” When this i
tlllH: case every man is like a troop, they are like
ions.



