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ofher way.the subject, so far as relates
t8.vo@;{/ hstitation, falla to the ground.
Why should nol the people bave tha
opportunity toexpresatheir willon thie
Importantsubjeci?

RETURN TO VIGILANTES.

The dirpatches bring word from Bac-
ramento, the capital of California, that
yesterday (January 3) the olty board
vf trustees ordered all salvons to be
cloged from midpight antil 6 a.m.;
revoked the licenses ol numerous gis-
reputable resorte; directed that all
Ruown crimipals and tramps he driven
from tcwn by the polioe sathorities,
and ordered tbe arrest of every man
witbout vieible means of support. The
police force was increased by over fifty
ottizens, who voluuteered to perve us
special « flicers, nud elill farther agai-
tions are to he made to the guardianaof
tbe peace. Lt is nnpounced that 1o faot*‘a
semolance of mariinl law has beeo in-
angurated.”” Besides the adoption ol
the messures pamed, 8 citizens’ com-
miltee ot safety has been formed, and
it I intimated that a reign like that ol
early California vigilantea may foliow
if the outlawry of the past few weeks
dues nol cease,

The ecause of these sensational pro-
cesdings is in the carpival of crime
which fs sald to have beld sway ro-
cently,and which the police have faileu
to cope with. There have been three
brutal murders in close succession (the
object belng robbery), mumergus as-
saultato rob, atu a vast number of
burglaries. Huabangs reporteu that
tbeit wives retueed 10 rewain at home
wlone, and many residents threateney
to move out uniess the authorities gave
them adequate protection.

Sucb a condition may svem anom-
ajous in u state or Jocality where it
is uo easy for officers to get aji the as-
sislance necescary io enforcing lne
law, aad can be acccunted for doly on
the hypothesis thatihe police depurt-
ment in the Californin capital has
b een wotully Ivx In its policy toward
the orimiual clasr. It woulu make
little difference how csmparatively
amall the pulice force wae, if proper
diecipline were enforceid the city could
not be easily placed ir sugh a poeition
as that described. Sacramenlto has a
population of #5,000—about balt that of
Balt Lake—and four or five goou
policemen should bave mude a much
better showing than bhase been Jone in
tbis ipstance, where all the guiity par-
ties have ercnped tbus far. Whatever
necepsily there may be for a commit.
tee of aafety or vigilance commities
Beema Lo arise, therefore, from official
Incom petency.

The direction of Ihe new movement,
bowever, will eflect a change, as it
aims al the class from which most of
tbe criminale are drawn-—those who
Are not kuown to follow any legitimate
busiuese but are usually uesignated jn
law as beyng without visible musans of
tupport. With these In jail or out ot
town the *‘reign of terror,”” am it i
calied In the telegrame, will emd quick-
ly. Inihe mesntime, other cities will
necd to be on the alert for the lutlux of
vagranle, and to be protected there-
from must give them tbe alternative of
moViog on or going to Jall.

Que 1nteresting feature may he noted
in, connection with the Bacramento

;busineua. That in the attitude aseumed
loward the alleged **nqustrial army,’?
which last year avoked esuch a large
amwount of misplaced sympathy ia
California and elsewbere. This winter
‘“‘Genersi’’ Kelly—the same that was
detalned in Ugden in Aprii last—has
been raleing another ‘‘army,” and

establisbed hLis headquarters at HBacra-

mento, preparatory to an eastern cam-
pasign as B00D &8 epring openey.
Among the orders issued by the Baora-
mento municipal authorities was one Lo
the efiect that Kelly andg his **ingus-
trimlisis?? he nutifled that anless they
immedialely sought work they would
ve arrested as vayrante. The reason lor
this actiou was that on New Year’s
elyht Kelly made a speech on a streel
corper, in whiobh he eald that if men
out of employment could not obtain
work at $2 per day, they should go to
the back doors of different houses,nnd,
if refused, take what they needed by
torce, As Kelly’s besdquarters hav
been the meeting place of known
thugs, vigorous action was directed
thereto, It i3 announced that the
‘sgeneral’’ and some of his leading
henchmen, not relishing the alterus-
tive of work or the jali, only etayed in
the city over night after tbe notice was
served. Thie illustration may serve as
a pointer to esbow that 1895 wil not ex-
perieuce ap **industrialiat?? demonestra-
tion similar in all respects Lo that of
1864,

As to the probability of old vigilante
methods helng reeorted to in Sacgra-
menlo, there does not seem to be a
very Iarge share of it. The show of
earuestness on the part of the people,
and a Httle eftficlent work by tbe police,
wili settls the trouble, which never
should bave arisen if the police de-
partment bad been alive to Lhe exl-
gencies of the situatlon as they ap.
peared. A active, well-directe . force
of peace officers, even if smali, dis-
penses with "the necessity of vigilance
committees,

CARBON COUN1Y OFFICERS.

The newly-elected officials of Car.
hon county probably will feel lese
worried now that a probate judge has
been appointed, the FPresident having
aelected L. M. Oleen to Atl tbe posi-
tion. The occoaerlon for snXiety was
that In the state of aflairs which exiat-
ey the new cflicials could not qualify
as provided by law. Beveral day~ inusl
yet elapse hefvore the new probelejudge

can arsume the reius of office. A
question eubmitted from Carbop
county in thls regard mske: ''Ap the

law requires the new officers elected to
qualify on or before January lat, bow is
tbis to be accomplished?’

Replying to sthe Inquiry, it may
be stated that the date—Janasry 1st—
i# Incorrect, asthe law of 1594 makes n
cbange from the old statute in that
regard. It provides that, wilbin
thirty daye after receiving notice of
their election or appointment, the
officera abali qualify; and falling in
this, that the county court shall fili
vacancies caused thereby, etc. Uader
this provision the Carbon county offi-
cers-slect had thirty days from th+
t me they were officially notified of the
results ol the election. As this notice
wes not sent out from this eity tii]
December 3rd, the time had not elapseg

¥y January 1st. If jt sball bave pamed
vy before the new probate ‘Judge cam
fcl, there ms y be a new questioo arise,
tbough the law seems explicit on the
puhject.

THE COUNTY’S DEBT.

The investigations of the new county
court of Salt Lake county, and the
conclusions of law reached by the
‘county attorney, have presented anew
tothe taxpayers a very nneatistactory

condition of affaire. The opinion
furpisbed the o©ourt by Attorney
Whitllemore appears 1o state the case
clearly. The county bas exceeded its
lawful indehtedness upwards of $98,
500, through the icruance of warrants
by the old county court, Months ago
the NEWS pointed out whst was heing
done in that direction, but it wae not
to be expected that those then iu office
would beed the suggestion. Tbey were
not cperating tbat way., Now, how-
ever, that a clean and Jawful admtnle-
tratlon iz to be antléipated, the new in-
cumbents are Impellea to present the
faots before the public, aud have done
8o in a plain, dispaseionate statement,
The bistory of the recent administra-
lon of county affaire may be told in-
brief, witbout undae reference to al-
leged extrav.zance any improper ex-
penditures. The old court spent the
county fands up to the limit, and asked
the taxpayers to bond the county that
it mighs have a broader swing with
the cash to be borrowed. The voters,
however, said in eflect, *No, you are
getting all the money we waut you to
spend, and we ohject to golng in debt
to eupply you with more.”” The bhode
were not lssued, but the admonition
given in the refueal to vote thbem was
uabheeded. Dehts were contracted,
and the taxpayers were plead with and
urged a pecond time to horrow.
Agsain they refused to vole the bonde,
thus giving a second and
more emphatic notice io the releotmen
that the contracting of debis was (is-
approved of, and should be stopred;
but agaln the will of the people was
disregarded, and the figures show the
result.

Now the demand comes from certain
guarters for s renewal of the bonding
proposition. Oae of the ex-sslectmen
deglared, when the second refasal of
the taxpayers was recorded, *'We?l}
make them bond!?? This seems to be
in about the position the county Is now
placed, with the new selectmen practi.
cally witbout fands to proceed, and
with a beavy debt hanging over them;
tor boaest obligations must be met,nod
no repudiation thereot he thought
of. In this sitaation, obrought
ahoutbyan unjustifisbie extravegance,
the present officiale well may clsplay
to the public a full and fair exhibit of
the finanolal conditions, thattbe hlame
therefor may go where it properly
beéelongs, and the new administration be
giv~-n such support w8 snall be deemed
consistent and expedient under the
clrcuinstances,

Asto honyirg the county, the propo-
sftion to do 8o hardly can bhe sald have
unquslified approval, even in the prea-
sul' embrgency, when former exper).
vnoes  are  taken futo con-ider-
ation. Perbaps confidence in tbe new
asministrution may outweigh the aver-
sion toincarring furtber debts, but if o,



