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good deal of exnsperation among
membergs of the party in power in
this gity, as well as among people
not belongiog to it. A question has
been raised regarding the comps-
tency of the architect with whom
the cootract was made for plans,
apeciflcations and superintendency
of censtruction, ns will be seen by
the documents which appear else-
where in the News. It is appro-
priate mow (o examine, from the
evidence presented, the statusof the
discusslon.

Mr. Apponyl’s work was referred
to Mr. Hale, another arcbitect, of
this city. The latter severely criti-
cised the drauwings and speciflca-
tions. Mr, Appooyl wag given s
hearing before the joint committee,
and he disposed of Mr. Hale, whose
objections to the work submitted to
him for inspection were overtarned.

It does not require any stretch of
conjecture to infer that had Mr.
Hale floored Mr. Apponyi before
the committee as completely as he
had appeared to do it on paper, the
committee, or a majority of them,
would huave been satisfied to go no
further, Beeing that the boot was
oo the other foot, someone else must
be found whose criticisms could, by
some means, be made to stlok.
Hence the reference of Mr. Ap
ponyi’s work to Mr. Charlea ki
lleley.

It will be seen hy the report of the
gentleman last named that he also
assumes to demolish Mr. Apponyl’s
plans and specifications. This eauses
the Balt Lake 7ribune-which has
been the inveterate and malicious
enemy of the architect who secured
the contract, from the buginning—
to chuckle. It will bLe observed,
however, that it cackles over a one-
sided story. Mr. Illaley’s report is
ex parie. Perhaps if Mr. Apponyi
gets n chance at it he will rerve it
in the same way he did the oriti-
¢lsms of Mr. Hals. , We believe,
with SBolomon, that ‘*he who judg-
eth a matter before he heareth it is
a fool.’’ To base n judgment on a
hearlng of one slde of a question is
absurd ae well as wicked, because
in ninety-nine Instances outof s
hundred it will be colored by the
relator.

The coloring process is certainly
apt to be applied if there be s mo-
tive present for its use. It nppears
from the document iteelf supplied by
‘Mr. Illsley that he is an interested
party. Itls evident that he antici-
pates, in the event of Mr. Apponyi
being rejected, that he himsell will
be awarded the contract. Who that
wishes to do justice would base A re-
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jection of a contract upon a report of
a competltor for it? We do not pre-
tend to be able to judge of the com-
petency of Mr. Apponyi’s work, but
we have some very declded idess
about justice. Hence we say that
there can be no excuse for attempt-
ing to repudiate that gentleman’s
Iabors or render the contract made
with him pugatory oa the mere
Lasie of an ex parte statement from
an ioterested person.

It is to be presumed that the
previocus City Couucil and County
committee who accepted Mr. Ap-
ponyi’s work and the ‘Liberal®”
officers who later entered into the
contract with him did not assume
their positions in the dark. As in-
telligent agents of the peofle they
doubtless considered well the steps
involved before taking them. Itis
well known, however, that Mr. Ap-
ponyi locurred the bittet hatreil of
the 1ridune gang and the rabid wing
of the ¢ Liberal* party because he
expressed hlmself to the effect that
he considered the holsting of the
carpet-bag—the ipsignia of the
party—over the stars and stripes to
he anindignity to the national flag.
For- this he hns been abused
and cursed and an ldea 1s prevalent
that the war waged agafost him is
morecn that ground than that of
incompetency &8s an architect. If
he is really incompetent he ought
pot to be entrusted with the im-
portant work involved, but there s
prima facie evidence that he is nol
being fairly treated. Er parte
statements from Ioterested parties
are not proof. He has diaposed of oue
aet of criticisms of that character;
he should be given s chance at the
other,
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THE GREAT DEMOURATIC VICTORY

THE tremendous victory which
the Democrats have galued fairly
takes the breath away from their
opponents. In some iustances it
seems to have taken away their
sense. For instauce, here is the
Republican organ of the ““Liberals”*
o this city, declaring, as a settled
fact, that ¢*ithe trouble i not due to
the tarift.”’

And yet the evidence comes from
all parts of the country that the Mc-
Kinley measure has been the chief
cause of this great uprising against
Republican mal-admipistration. it
aroused the people of New York to
their emphatic protest agninst Re-
publicanism. It has brought appar-

'ent defeat to the distinguished Con-

pgressman himself. It has spread
disaffection in the Republican ranks

every where, and tired the hearts of
Democruts to united and determined
work.

Conuected with the wretched new
tariff law is the force bill, in the
mighty revolution that has taken
place. This obnoxious meanure, de~
8igned to give control of the elec-
tions into Republican hands, has al-
most equally provoked the thinking
public to an uomistakable expres-
sion of disapproval. Together they
have led the party on the road to Its
doom.

The “Liberal®® organ, which is n
wonomaniac oo the silver question,
laye the whole treuble to the de-
wmonetization of silver. As the spame
paper has put the Llame of lhis, in
times past, almost entirely on the
Democratic party, the state of mind
it 1sin just vow in attributing thia
Democratic triumph to the silver
question is obvioua and oeeds no
descriptioa.

The millions of ordinary votera
are not troubled about silver. Itig
not discussed by them to any lul.-ge
extent. In the West and among
mining people and districts, and at
financlal centres, of course it s ap
ever present issue. But commonly,
in other parts, it does not form a
popular topie. There are subjects
that are forced upon the attention
of the ¢ltizens in rural and manu-
facturiug regions that almost shut
the silver squabble out of sight.

The remnrks of Grover Cleveland,
which come by telegraph, are clear
and pointed and go rif;ht to the
heart of the matter. The country
bas had time to reflect ou the gues.
tion of tariff reform nince the last
presidential election, and thousands
of voters now see how they were
hoodwinked by the protectionists.

Phere will be still more time for
the discussion of this subject before
auother presidential campalen. Tt
will be generally seen that while
peither party expects or intends to
eatablish absolute free trade, the
Democrats have endeavored to re-
form the tarl® on linea (hat would
lead to the heneflt of the farmer and
theconsumer, which means nlsu the
henefit of the laborer, while the Re-
publicans bave worked_ into the
hands of the great manufacturers

and capltalists at the expense of the
toiling masses.

In spite of the shrewd action or
the Republican party w strengthen
itself by the admission of new
States pledged to its support, and
though the Sepate of the United
States will be for some time in the
hande of that pacty, yet the outlook
for & return to Democralic rule is
very promising to the disciples of
Jackson and Jefferson.



