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HE MAN WHO
inmadea d e washing-
ton the most
beautiful capital
of the world is

i spending the win-
ter here he
took the city
when it was laa

M hole when he left it it hadbad more
4 one hundredandred miles of beautiful

I1 shaded by more than tenteki thou
astedAW trees and over had

upon its improvements I1
st

afew to governor alexander R shep

wnn hebe first took charge of the
1 fic here he was worth

Vile had begun life without a cent but
5 ttarty five he had made a quarter of
y and he i hen had an income of

to a year he re
public life seven years when
found himself more than a

4aaton dollars in debt and with assets
urdij equal to his liabilities his

editors oid not press him but he saw
W it would be uphill work making

gilmey in washington and left and
vorlett to mexico to retrieverei hisbis fortunespr thethelastpast fitfifteenteen years he has been

in the mountains of the northern
tart of our sister republic he has

mines a treas
vre equal to that of the famed cave of
X cristo and he now comes back

one otof the richest men
of the world

the story of governor shepherds
s career is most interesting I1 chatted

etto him about it last night he davs
it 1I1 was born hereherd in washington

died when I1 was eleven years
he left some property but owing

49 wdbad administration my mother gotgoi
of it and she had to open a

boardingin house to pay her expensesexpensed
when TI1 was twelve I1 began my life

arkprk as a carcarpenters aparapprenticeentice and I1

learned two trades within the next six
tearsivars I1 did not like carpenter work
joad agaveI1 gave it up because one of my em
abyerslayers ccould not appreciateap my ability
0 I1 thought he did not you see
I1 ot up early every nor ning to make

t 14ally filesfeigt lorfor mother one morning she
A as not well and I1 also had to get the

b alast the result was that I1 did
ablat gett1 started to work until about

lolie it was nearly a mile from the
sj d to the house which we were

building I1 had to carry a lot of boards
on my back from the yard to the house
ththis took mee some time and it was 8

before I1 got there I1 went to
work at once nailing on clapboards I1
remember I1 was on the ladder pound-
ing away when my employer a squeaky
voiced jew screeched out a scolding at
me for being late he said that I1 was
lazy and would never amount joanyto any-
thing he said it too infia such a way
that it made me angry and I1 threw the
hatchet at him and told him I1 would
have nothing more to do with his
work

did you hit him I1 asked
no replied governor shepherd

but I1 stopped work the hatchet
came very near him and I1 dont think
he wanted to hold me the result was
that I1 leftbelt carpenter work the next
thing I1 got into was a plumbing estab-
lishmentlishment I1 learned the trade and soon
became a partner in the buibusinessmess I1 ata
berward bought out my other partner I1
then turned my attention to building
houses and investing in real estate itwas not hard to make money then it
seemed to me and the daydai I1 was thirty
five I1 had made abutabout 25oooo and hadbid
an income of about a year

how did you happen to take charge
of the improvement of washington
I1 asked

it came from the talk of moving the
capital west to st loui- ii was inter-
ested in washington city and las1 wanted
the capital kept here you can hardly
appreciate the condition of this city at
that time it had a bad reputation in
many parts ot the north the people
were disgusted with the disloyalty that
existed here during the war after the
war ended we had a carpet bag govern-
ment and negroes were employed
in cleaning the gutters with knives ten
men not doing the work of one man
and each getting 2 a day the streets
were mud holes and all sorts of dirt was
thrown out into them the govern-
ment was payingpaving no taxes to speak of
and in seventy years out of about
sixteen million dollars which was spent
for the improvement of the capital
uncle sam had paid les than three mil-
lions this was the case notwithstand-
ing that the government had agagie edat
the time they made washington the
capital city to pay its share of the taxes
it had receivedrt the fee simple to all the
streets for nothing and it had gotten
every alternate lot receiving all told
about 6060 per cent of the property of
washington I1 thought that the govegovern-
ment

rn
ought to pay at least halthall the

taxes and that it ought to aid in the
improvement of the city I1 did not
think the capital ought to be moved and
I1 devoted myself to keeping it here and
to its improvement in order to do

this a resolution for a new government
had to be pushed through congress
we organized a committee for thaithae pur-
pose and we spent a great deal of
money we finally succeeded and
washington9ton furafor a time had a territor-
ial government with a board of public
works appointed bybv the president
general grant was then in the white
house he made me the chief of this
board and we began our work of im-
proving the streets we kept it up
several years spending all told more
than 1 1 and making washing-
ton the beautifultul city it is

in the meantime my business went
to pieces and I1 awoke to find that I1
had less than of assets and

of indebtedness my creditors
allowed me to work my way out but I1
saw it would be an awful job lorfor me to
make a second fortune inin washington
I1 had failed and a man who is downclown
cannot easily command the hearty sup
port of his friends I1 had good friends
but I1 concluded that I1 would go else-
where and strike out anew

how old were you then governor
I1 asked

1 I was then forty three years of age IV

was theane reply
just about this time I1 was in new

yorkk city and I1 heard there of the
batopilasBat mines otof mexico they be-
longed to wells fargo co and
were offered for sale I1 was given an
option on them at i oooooo I1 knew
nothing about mining but I1 took a min-
ing engineer andana others and went to
mexico the engineers reported the
minespines very valuable and the result was
that I1 organized a company and bought
them foriorii pk then took tso

and went to mexico to work them
I1 thought that the remainder of the
money I1 could get out of the mines
I1 hadbad not been at work very long be-
fore I1 loundfound that I1 had been deceived
by the engineer the mines had bbeene
only partially opened he had esafest
mated that there was at least v

worth of silver in the pillars
mmineI1 ne I1 expected this to10 supply the
funds for carrying on the work I1 took
out the pillars they netted just 30
coo

1 I then hadbad to go on with my mining
as bet I1 could the governor continued
1 I had to use all sortsons ot shifts getting
the moi ey out of the mine abaa I1 went
along I1 kept thisthib up for years greatlygritatly
improving the til I1 have now
taken outOUE about worth of
silver almost all11 otof which has gone
back into the mines we have bought
more territory and weve have now sixty
one square miles of land surrounding
these mines including some of the best
silver

I1 bearing leads of the world we
have built aqueducts and tunnels and


