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“OH Desth, where i3 thy sting? Oh
grave, where is thy victory? The
sting of death is sin, and the glit of
God is eternal life, through our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”
This doetrine of the resurrection of
the dead is most glorious. It is
comforting, :
to think, that, in the morning of
the resurrection, my spirit will
have the privilege of dwelling in
the very same body that it occupied
here. As elders of Israel we have
travelled a great many thousand
miles in weariness and fatigue, la-
boring to preach the gospel of Je-
sus Christ to the children of men.
I would be very glad to have the
same body in the resurrection with
which I waded swamps, swam riv-
ers and travelled and !abored to
build up the kingdom of God here
on the earth. [ like this, I rejoice
in the privilege we enjoy at this
‘onference, of meeting with so
many Latter-Day Saints. 1 feel
that we have had a good deal of
the Spirit of the Lord with us, and
I hope that it may continue until
we get through, with the Confer-
ence.

Prezident Young referred, yester-
day, in his remarks, to the experi-
ence of some of us in J)aat days. I
have reflected a good deal upon
these things as well as on the fu-
ture. I have long been associated
with the kingdom of God, and T
wish to refer for a moment to what
was said yesterday on that subject.
The mission then mentioned was
one of much interest to the Twelve,
if not to the Church, The whole
of that mission to England, from
the beginning to the end, placed

when DBrother Taylor and my-
self, the twe first of the quorum
ready for the trip, were on hand to
start, I was shaking with the ague
and I had it ‘every other day, an
on my well day, when I did not
have it, my wife bad it. L got up
and laid my hands npon her and
blessed her, and blessed my child,
baving only one &t the time, and 1
started across the river, and that
man who gits behind me to-day,
the President of the church and
kingdom of God upon the earth,
paddled me across the Missouri
river in a eanoe, and that is the
way I landed in Nauvoo. I lay
down on a side of sole leather by
the old postoffice, for I did not
know where to go,and I was not
able to stand on my feet, and I lay
down there. By and by the Pro-
phet came along and said he—

at least to my spirit, | *‘Brother Woodruff, you are going

on your mission?” ¢Yes,” I ‘said,
“but I feel more like a subject for
the dissecting room than for a mis-
sion,” He reproved me for what I
said and told me to get up and go,
Brother Taylor, the only member
of the quoerum of the Twelve who
was well, and I traveled together,
and on the way he fell to the grouna
as though he had been knocked on
the head with an axe. Old Fatber
Coulton was carrying us, and Bro-
ther Taylor fell twice in that ‘way,
taken with the bilious fever, and
no man in that quorum ecould
boast that he went on that mission
without feeling the hand of the
destroyer, for it was laid upon us
all. I had the shakingague, and
lay on my back in a wagon, and
was rolled over stumps and- stones,
until it seemed as if my life would
be shaken out of me. I left Bro-
ther Taylor behind, by hi§ advice,
for said he, *“We are both sick, and
if vou stay you can’t rlo anything
here;” so old Father Coulton car-
ried me aleng in his wagon un
til I got to Buffalo, N, Y. "Frem
there I traveled alone to, Farming-
ton, Connecticut, my native plaece,
and I stayed there fifteen days at
my father's house, epughing and
shaking every day. My father
never expected that I should: leave
my bed, and my step-mother ‘did

the Apostles in such a position that |
they had to walk by faith from first
to last, The Lord gave a revelation,
with date, day, month and year,
when they were to go up to lay the
corner-stone in Caldwell county,
Far West, Missouri. When that
revelation was given all was peace
and quietude, comparatively, in
that Jand. But when the time
came for the Twelve Apostles to

better. A message came from an
uncle of mine, who had justidied,
and his last words were—*‘[ want
you to send for Friend Wilford, I
want him to come and preach my
funeral sermon.” My fq.tfh'pi: said—
‘““You ean’t goand preach that ser-
mon, for you can’t sit up iu your
bed.” Said T—%“Never mind, get
up your horse and wagon;” and he
did so and I got into it, and rode

fulfil that revelation the Saints had
all been driven out by the extermi-
nating order of Governor Boggs,
and it was as much as a man’s life
was worth, especially one of the
Twelve, to be found in that State;
and when the day came on which
we were commanded by the Lord
in that revelation to go up and lay
the corner-stone of that Temple,
and there take the parting hand
with the Baints, to cross the waters
to preach the gospel in England
the inhabitants of Missouri had
sworn that if all the other revela-
tions of ““old Joe S8mith’’ were fu)-
filled, that should nct be, because
it had a day and date to it.
Fresident Young asked the
Twelve who were . with him—
‘““What shall we do with regard to
the fulfilment of this revelation?”
He wanted to know their feelings.
Father Smith, the patriarch, said
the Lord would take the will for
the deed; others said the Lord could
not expect the Twelve Apostles to
go up and saertifice their lives to
fulfil that revelation; but the Spirit
of the Lord rested upon the Twelve,
and they said—“"The Lord God has
spoken, and we will fulfil that reve-
Jation and commandment; and that

was the feeling of President Young (P

and of those who were with him!
We went through that Btate, and
we laid that corner-stone. George
A. Bmith and myself were ordained
to the Apostieship on that corner-
stone upon that day. We returned
in safety and not a dog to move his
tongue, and no man shed our bleod.
As soon as we got home we pre-
pared ourselves to go on our mis-
sion to England, and, as President
Young hassaid;the devil undertook
to kill us. I have myself been in
Tennessee and Kentucky for two
or three years, where,in the Fall,
there was not well persons enough
to take care of the sick during the
ague monthbs, and yet I never had
the ague in my life until called to
go upon that mission to England.
There was not one solitary soul in
the Quorum of the Twelve but
what the devil undertook to de- |
stroy; and, as was said yesterday,

| vision I Jeft with my family when

over that morning in a chilly wind,
and the hour that my aguei was
coming on I got before a big blaz-
ing fire and preached the funeral
sermon of my {riend, and . the
ague left me from that day, and I
went back and went on my way re-
joicing. o o

In process of time Brother Taylor came
along and he and T crossed ‘the océan to-
gether, and arrived. in Eogland, and here
[ want to make a little statement of my
experiesce in those days concerning cir-
cumstances that took -place:awibh:ime.
When Brother Brigham left hotie ne told
you that all his family had was'one barrel
of rotten flour.” 'Two huhdred cents
would have bought Cvery pound of ]m
elt
home. Bal we left our wives, far we had
the commandment: of God upon us, and
we were either golhg'to obey it, or die try-
ing. . That was the ‘spirit of the clders of
Israel: and I blessed my wife and child
and leflt them in the hands of God, and to
the tender mercies of our noble bishops,
and those who wire acquainted with them
know how it was In'those days. Ilowever,
I went on my wey, and [ want to speak
of onelittle circumstance. I had.with me
an old cloak which I got in Tennessee
when travelling with Brother 8odtGvé
forty years ago. If,’had once been a dan-
dy cloak, and had ‘'on keg buttons, and
when new had & good deal of trimming
and fancy work about It; but it was then
retty well threadbare and worn out. I ware
it in Kirtland and [*earried it to England
with me; and when' I was called by reve-
lation to go to John Benbow’s and preach
the gorpel I wore that cloak. 1 went
there and found over six hundred people,
called United Brethréh) and lmunE them
were cighty-three- préschers, and they; as
a people, were prepared for the word of

the gospel net.  Beafore emhmclnga the
doctrine of the United Brethren Sister
Benbow had been -what is called a *Sady™
in England, and she had wor ber®ilks
and satins; but affer obeying the doctrine
of this religions body she cut up and
burned and destroyed her silks and satins
and wore the plainest  calicoes she could
ret, because she thought that was relig-
jon. When I went there to preach she
looked at me with this 0ld eloak with the
keg buitons on, and the Spirit, aof the
Lord bore testimony to me thatreligion,
so far as she was concerned, had a good
deal of tradition abont it, and that her
faith conld be iried by thgsgeoat & man

wore; and as Paul said, if ealing meat of-
fended his brethren, he would never eal
any more,so I felt a good deal, and one

| have heard the testiinonles of our young

morning I went ont and cut off the but-
tone from my old cleak, and never had a
button on it afterwards. By doing this
and some other things, which gome perbaps
woulC calllfoolish, 1, through the blessing
of God and with _Eha assistance of Brother
Young,George A. Smith and Willard Rich-
ards, caught the whole flock and baplized
every,soul except one rolitary person into
the chnieh and kingdom of God. Many of
threm are herein this room to-day,and some
of them have paseed away. I mention this
just to show our pesition. We travelied
without purse and serip, and we preached
without money and without price. Why?
Becauee the God of heaven had called up-
on us to go forth and warn the world.
Now I want to gay azain, [ have looked
around within the last few yearsand I
have thought, Where, Oh where, are¢ the
sons of the vrophets, apostles, and fath-
ers In Zion, preparing in* these last days
to rise up and bear off this kingdom when
we are on the other side of the wall?
Sometimes, in thinking on this suhjeet, I
have felt that they were very few and far
between who had  the spirit of their fath-
ers and were prepared to bear off this
kingdom. Bntl thank God that I find it
is now something like it was in the days
of Elijah. When the prophet #rid, refer-
ring to the followers of Baal—‘‘They have
killed thy prophets and pulled down thine
altars, and I alone am left,” the Lord
said—**Oh no, I have €even thousand men
in Israel who Liﬂ not yet bowed the knee
to Baal.” Well, I begin to feel, since 1

brethren at this Conference, that sonie of
the sons of the gservants ¢f God are beeom-

ing filled with the fire and spirit of the
prophets. We want a g many of
them to rise up and bear off this king-
dom. |

Now I want to eay a word or two on an-
other eubject. 1 have heard some of our
brethren remark—‘‘If the Twelve apos-

not think that I should ever get|

tles have the word pf the Lord, we would
like to receive it.”? I want to say a few
worGs wilh regard to the word of the |
Lord. I think that many of this people
are mistaken with regard to the word of
the Lord., They sometimes wonder why
President Young does mnot zxe them the
word of the Lord. I bave been acquaint-
ed with President Young more than forty
years, It Is over forty years since I trav-
elled a thousand miles with him, Joseph
Smith, Orson Hyde, Orson Pratt, Charles
C. Rich and many others perbaps in this
cogregation, and I néver saw a day from
that day until {the present, but what Pres-
ident Brigham Young, éven before the
iwelve apo-tlee were greanized, always
had the word of the Lord for the people;
and instead of thinking there. is no word
| of the Lord, my faith is that there is net
an elder in Israel who hae Ay business to
preach unless he has the word-of the Lerd
to the people. The Twelve Apostles shou.d
have tae word of the Lord to tbe people;
the High Priesthood ehonld have the word
of the lLord 1o the people; these four
thousand Seventies, the messengers of Is-
rael to the nations of the earth, should
have the word of the Lord to. the people;
and every elder of Isracl, when hes 5,

Ithe whole church and kingdom of God,

| sus Christ, whichis the spirit of prophecy.

should have the word of the Lord, and

men and women, should have, for him-
self and herself, the testimony of Je-

This should be i" the possession of every
man and woman in the chureh, for their
own government.and guidance, and this
hae always been the tcaching to ve of
President Brigham Young. And this is
backed up by the revelations which the
Lord has given in these Jasl days, as yon
will find if you read the twenly-second
section of the Book of Doetrine and Cov-
enants. That revelation” was glven over
forty years ago, to. elders Orson Hyde,
Luke Johnson, Lyman Johnson and Wil- |
liam E. McLellin: and on "that oceasion
the Lord ssid—*Go forth and preach the

the Lord, and I wanted to catch them im

pospel to the People. And when you go
forth you are called to teach the people
and not to be tanght. And you must
teach as you are moved upon by the Holy
Ghost, by the power of God, by the Spirit.
of the Lord; and when you speak as you
are moved upon by the S8pirit of the Lord
your words are scripture, they are the
word of the Lord, they are fthe'mind of
the Lord, they are the will of the Lord
and the power of God unlo galvation un-
to every one that hearss® v, . ¥
Yes, we have plenty of testimony with
regard to these things, and I Wil say to
my hrethren that ‘whatever the word of
the Lord may be 10 tkem I know what
the word of the Lordis to me. The word
of the Lord to /me is that it.is time for
Zion to rise and let her light shine; and
the testimony of the Spirit of Ged to me

s that this whole- kiagdom, this great ‘

kingdom of priests, this forty thousand
met: in these mountains of Israel, who
have horne the priesthood, have thorough-
ly fulfilled one part of the parable of the
ten virgins. What is that? "Why, that
while the 'Bridegroom has tarried we have
all elumbered and elept: as a church and
kingdom we have slumhered and slept,
end the word of the Lord to me is that we
have slept long emnough; and. we have the
e now of rislng and trimming our
lamps and putting oll in our vessels. This
is the word of the Lord to me. |

The word of the Lord 1o me agaly, is
that it is time for this whole people, these
forty thousand elders of Israel who dwell
in these valleys of the mountaing, and I
believe that it isthe word of the Lord to
them, that we listen to. thewolee of the
Lord through the lawgiver, and unite our-
gelves in temporal things, and ‘that we la-
bor to build uil.tllitl]ﬂ ﬁliingdpm _anGud,] and
cease to labor to build up ourselves alone,
ﬁgqin'é?iﬁhé interests of the kingdom of
God. This is the word of thelLord to me
and I think itis to you.. Loy

It is the word of the Lord.throuzh the
month of his egervant Brigham, and has
Leen & lone time the word of the Lord to
me, Lthat as Twelve Aposlles, ag Sevently
Apostles,as 1ligh Priests;and as Elders of

tion of the I.Iehre tribes of Israel. It was

| the Lord will not disa

Israch, it is {ime that we should' rise up

and bear the hurden that rests mpon the
gehoulders of Brigham Young,who is farad-
vanced in life, and "‘as had the weight
and burden of this charch and king%m
upon his shoulders. It s our duty torise
up and bear off this burden, and lirt it
from our President, and also toery aloud
unto the ple to unite themselves to-
rether. It is our duty to cease shaking
n our shoes for fear the Lord Almighty
should give some of his words to govern
and control us in our temporal affairs,
Whe, to use a comparison, expects to have
a forty-acre lot alone in the kingdom of
God, or in heaven, when we get there!
None need expect it, for in that kingdem,
in bheaven or upon earth, we shall find uni-
ty, and the Lord reqnires at our ‘hands
that we unite together, according to the
principles of his celestlal law. .
This ia what [ consider to be the word
of the Lord to us. It is ourdutyto anile
oursclves together, and to sustain the in-
stitutions which hnave been established in
these mountal ' the revelations of God
anto us. ‘ o
There is another word of the Lord un-
to me, and which has been like fire ehut
up in my bones for the last three months;
that is, to call upon all the inhabitants of
these I;munhina, As gl.r as | hnt? an op-
portunity, to go to and lay up their grain,
that they may have bread. For the last
three months I have not felt as il I cou d
answer my own feelings; unlees, at every
meeting 1 have attended, I called npou
the farmers’ to lay up their grain. *‘Oh
yes,” say some, ‘“‘Heber Kimball eried,’
‘Famine, famine’ for years, and It hag not
come yet.””” Well, blees your esoul, there
is more room for it to come.. **Who awm I,
gaith the Lord, that I Ise and do not
Tolfill?" The day will come when if this/
people do not lay up their bread they wili
he gorry for it. The Lord has felt after us
in days past and gone by the visitations

of crickets and grasshoppers time after

time, and had 1t not been for his mercy we

should have had famine upon our heads

long before this. It is the duty of the
farmers in these mountains not to eell
their bread, or to throw it away fora song,
but to lay it up, or you will find that the
day is net a great way off when you will
need it. That is the voice of the Lord to
me, and it is the way I have felt for a good
while, and I belleve it is the same to my
brethren. - :

We are living in a very important fime,
and the Lord has raised up this people to
accomplish his purposés; and as some of
these revelatiors convey the idea, they
were chosen from before the foundation
of the world. The Lord saye—*‘I have
called yon by my everlasting .priesthood,

and your lives have been hid.with Christ |

in God,” and you have not known it. You
‘have been called here and tiod has put in-
to your hands hiscauseand kingdom, and
the salvation of both Jew and Gentile
This people hold In their hands the ra.va-

net to the oldest son, but to Ephraim, the

1 through.

tions of the earth will be swepl away as
with the beeom of destruction. - -
What did the Lord say to that meek and

sands of years ago with regard to the
land of America—a choeen land prowmised
by old Father Jacob to his sons? He eaid
that no nation ghoul®d ever occupy it un-
Jess the thereof kept his command-
ments; and if they falled to do that they
shonld be cut off when they were ripened
ininiquity, The Lord has already swept
away two mighty nations from this contl~
nent because they have not fulfilled his
word, spoken through that humble man.
The Lord chooses the weak things of the
world, things which are naught to bring to
nanght things which are, and he wiil as
surely perform his work in this age of the
world as he has done in auy other. We
need pot fear man, nor the wrath of man,
but fear God, who holds in his hands the
destinies of all men. 2
Before I close iny remarke, I want to
eay a few words Lo our sisters aud daugh-.
ters in Zion, for I feel that there are some:
words of the Lord to them. This is a

| time that the dangliters of Zion should

hearken to the words of the Prophet of
God, who has been set to lead us. I feel:
that itis time, forty years alter they were
organized, that the Female Relief Sucieties:
should labor with a!l their micht to carry
out the ohject of their organization by’
the Prophet Joseph Bmith. You may ask,
“What was the o!'ject of thato ganiza-
tion?” 1 will say that iu organizing these
societies there-w ere scvera] objeets inview,
some of which 1 will refer to before [ get
President Young has been call-
ing upon yon, ag one branch of the land
of Zion, to tuke hold and help to bulld it
up. He desires that the cisters bere in the
land of Zion rhould govern and control
the fashions of Zion. ' Instead of heaping
to yourselves and  imitating the fashions
that have adorned Babylon you should
have independence enough to form your
own; and those which are not comely and
comfortable shonld be laid aside. I, my-
self, do not think it has been pleasing {n
the eight of God, to see the .manner in
which the mothers and daughters in Zion,
for years past, have been ready te adorn
themselves with «very fashion that Baby-

lon has contrived and, invented. I need
not wention all these thinﬂ, but [ will
mention two or three. For instance, how
is it with regard tc the head dress of the
ladies? The Lord has
generally a fine head -of halr, which, we
are told in the Seriptures, is the glory of
the woman; and she shenid let the hair,
given unto her adorn her head without
adding any foreign suhstance, as Is now
done, in order to imitate and follow after
the faghions of the world. Agnain, just as
quick as the daughters of Babylon ex-
tend their crinolines wuntil they cannot
move in & svace less than six or eight feet
wide, in a eoach, assembly roow; orany-
where else, why the daughters of Zion
must follow the samé uncomely fashion.

sun of Joseplythat these promises were
made. Joseph was the youngest bat one

Buta fashion the reverse of this is now
adopted,and atthe present time the deugh-

of the twelve Gpatﬁlmhs, and through his
ton Ephraim God has raised you up and
has put this power into your bands, and
you hold the keys for the galvation of Is-
rael. And the ten tribes of Israel in the
north country will come in remembrance
before God in due time, and they will
smite the roeks and the mountains of ice
will flow down hefore thes, and the ever-

ters of Bahylon wear Lheir elusties so tight
that they have pot room enough left for
locomotion when ,:g_a_lkhl,g_ in the streete;
and, of course, 1he daughters of Zion must
practise the rame, A?' . now, seeone of
them, dressed in the' height of Twshion,
crossing the street,'and a ronaway team
conies thundering along. What a posi-
tion ghelis in! Why the only way shecan

lasting hills will tremble at their presence,
A hizhway will be cast up through the
midst of the great deep for them to come
to Zion, and they, wili bow down in the
midst thereof, and receive the priesthood
at the hands of the lﬂh‘% | a ol Zion.

Then whtat mannper of men ought weto
be, we, who have been ordained and call-

ed, and had.such responsibilitics placed |

upon us by the God of heaven? * Our lives
bave been hid with Christ in God, and we
are heirs of the eternal priesthood throngh
the lineage of our fathérs.” Thus saith the
Lord through the mouth of the Prophet

Joseph Smith, who ‘sealed” his testimony

save ber life 18 to lie down and roll across
the street like a saw log.

All these fashions are uncomely and
should be laid aside. Thue daughters of
Zion should do better than totrail gilks
and satins in the mud whe_:n.}quklng in
the street. The Female Relief Socicties
should lay hold of and regulate these
things, and imlroduce. fdghions that are
comely and comforiable; it is their duty
to do ity Again, you. ecan do a gond’
deal it regard to maintaining the indepen-
dence of Zion, hy going to and carcying
out the counrel of President Young in
ruising your own silk for dresses, bonnets

with his blood, and his testimony from
that hour] has been in force upon all the
world., Know ye, Latter-day Saiats, that
point yom ‘or thLis
generation with regard to the falfilment
of his promises.. No matter whether they
have been ultered by his own volee out of
the hedveng, by the winistration of angels,
or by the voice of his servants i, the flesh,

it is the eame; and though the earth pass |,

away not one jot or tittleof his word will
fall tnfulfilled: There 18 no propheey of
Seripture of any. private interpretation,

but holy men of old. spoke as they were
moved upon by the Holy Ghost, aud their
words will be-fulfilled. to the very letter,
and it certainly is time that we prepare
ourselves for that which is to come. Great
things await this geperation—hoth Zion
and Bahylon. “All theése revelations eon

cerning the fall of Babylon will bave their
fulfilment. Forty-five years ago, in gpeak-
ing to the church, the Lord eaid—*Yon
are clean, but net all.- and I am not weil
pleased with anv, who aremnot clean, be-
cause all flesh is corrupted before my face,
and darkness prevails among all the na-
tions of the earth.” Tkis causes silence

and trimmings, €0 that your adorning
may be the workmanship of your own
hands e

| felt a= thongh I wanted tosay so much
w Tl .o ard to our sistersin Zion. Presi-
dient Yoane says, and I know' it is the
trailh, that this is the best pecople on the
face of the earth, But however good we
may be we ‘should aim ¢ontinually to im-
prove and Yecome better ‘We have obeyed.
a different law and gospel to what other
people have oheyed, and we have a difler-
ent kingdom in view, and our nimn sheuld
be correspondingly bigher tefore the Lord
uvor God, and we should overn and con-
trol ourselves n:_mrdlp%:‘r, and I pray God-
'‘my heavenly Father thut his Spirit may
rest upon usand enahble ns to dogo. -

Another word of the Lord to meis that,
it is theé duty of these young men here in
the Jand of Zion to take the -danghters of
Zion to wife, and prepare tahernacles for
the spirits u'l,men. iich are the chijdren
of our Father in heaven. “They gre wait-
ing for tabernacles, they are ordained to
come here, and they onghtto be born in
the land of Zion instead of Babylon. This
| is the duty of the young men in Zion; and

to reign, and all eternily is pained.  The
angels of God are wailing to fullil the
great commandment givi
ago, to go forth and reap down toe earth
hecause ofs the ickeduness of men.

How do you think elernity feels to-day? |

i L]

Why there is more wickednees;, a thou-
sand times over, in'the United Stutesnow,
than when that revelation was giten, The
whole carth is ripe in iniguity; and these
inspired men, these elders of famel. have
been commanded of the Almichty to go
forth and warn the world, that tbelir gar-

when the daughteis of Zion areasked by
the young men to join with them in mar-

en forty-five years | riage, instead” Of askiny—*Has this man

a fine brick house, a g&pan of fine horses
and a fine carriace?'’ they chonld ask—*I=
he a man of God? Has he -the Spirit of
God with hifu? [shea lL..tter-day Saint?
Does he pray? Has he got the Spirit upon
him to gualify h:m to build up the king-
dom?” If he has that, never mipd the
carrisge and brick honege, takeé hold and
unite yourselves together according to the

ments may be clear of tha blood ol all | tion increasing in the lavd of Zion.

locn.

I tell you that:God will not disappoint
Zion or Babylon, the heavens or the earth,
in regard to the jo cnts which he has
promiecd in these Jagl days, but every one
of them will hava ils fullilment u the

law'ol God. I rejuice to see the poqgila-

h
is it that mingty-nine women out of cvery
hundred over the whole land of Zion, who
are of vroper age and married, are bring-
ing - forth posterity until our. children
swarm in our streets nlmost lile bees? Be-
cauge the God of he ven is raisiog up a
royal priesthood, and « generation to bear

heads of the children of men; and when
they are fully ripered in iniquity the na-

| off this kingdom in thiday when Lisjudg-

ments will come upou 'be carth.

humble man, the brother of Jared, thou- -

given to women:
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