RELIGIOUS.

Sunday Services.

Religious services were held at the
Tapernacle, Salt Lake City, Sunday,
January 10, 1892, commencling st 2
p. m,, President 4ngue M. Cannon
presiding.

The choir and congregation sang the
bymn beginnipg:

Our God, wa raise to Thee
- Thanks for Thy blessings (rec
Wae herc enjoy.

Prayet was offered hy Elder Jumes
A. Melville, of Fillmore, Millard
county.

The cholr sang the hymant

Jecus, once of bnmbte birth,
Now In glory comes to earth.

The Priesthood of the Fifteenth ward
officiated in the adtninistration of the
Lorg’s Supper.

ELDER WM. H, SEEGMILLER,

President of the Bevier Btake, was
cailed to address the congregation. He
said he knew that “Mormonism’’ was
true, that Joseph Bmith was a Prophet
of God, and he was pleased to be aeso-
cinted with the Latter-day Saints in
this grest work. ~This Gospel had been
restored for the salvatlon and exalta-
tion of the human family. The poor
and the rich alike, the noble and the
lunoble, must bow to the plan that
had been ordained for the gsalva-
tion of mankind. Altbhough he
had been engaged in preaching the
Gospel of Christ for 8 number of years,
be was by uo means weary of his labor,
but enjoyed 1t 1he more day by day.
Exactly in proportion as he had de-
voted himself unselfishly to the, work
of helping to buitd up the Kingdom of
God upon the earth, so had he found
joy therein. The work in which the
Latter-day Saiots were engaged was
one of growth and developmeni; it was
designed to spread and fiil the whole
earth. [t wasthe work of God and
not of man. it had been revealed by
God and He had decreed its uestiny.
They toet with opposition from those
who were opposed to the principles ad-
vanced by the Latter-day Saints on ac-
count of their tradition and the differ-
ent teachings which they had re-
geived; but while the Latter-day
Baluts were willing to accord to others
the right a d privilege of worshiping
God secording to the dictates of their
own conscience, they claimed in re-
turn the privilege of preaghivg the
Gospel, fesling that they had been
empowered by God to do  so.
Having been themselves warned of the
judgments to com , they were also re-
quired to warn otbers. The judg-
ments of our Heavenly Father were to
follow the testimony of His servants.
He prayed God that the testimony
which they had received as a pecple
might be preserved In the hearts of
each one of them, no matter what the
circumstanees in which they were
placed or the trigls through whith they
might be called to pasa.
ELDER JAMES A, MELVILLE '

was the next spemker. He commenced
by bearing hils earnest testimony to
the truth of the great latter-day work,
and said thatlf the SBaints yielded obe-
dience to the Priesthood of the S of
Gud they would indeed have muchcause
to rejoice. It was neceseary for theru to
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have faitb in God, to be bhumble and
prayerful, and ever willing to thank
Him forthe many blessinga He had
voucheafed to them from time to time.
Although many triala and temptations
beset their pathway in Life, yet if they
prayed in alf bhumility for the help
and guidance of our Heavenly
Father He would guard
watehh over them in their various
daily avocations, and protect them
trom ail danger., The Latter-day
Saints had niugh rcason to be ‘thank-
ful, and should rejoice for the many
advantages whicbh they possessed at
this time. Io the early settlement of
this Terrilory they did not have the

same educational fagilities which were

now enjoyed by the people. Our
fathers and motliers who eame to ihese
valleye in the early daysof the Churcl
had to struggle and contend wlth
many difficuities and bardsbips un-
known today. The excellent &chools
in existence now were not in existeuce
then. But today the young men and
women of Zion had all the advantages
they could desire, and this was owingy
to the interest taken by the authorities
of the Chiurch-and thuse who held the
reins of government in the days that
were past. [t bad beep asserted, how:
ever, at different times, that the
authorities of ‘the Church showed a
lack of interest In edneational matters,
but this was unptrue. They had
been willing on all occasions to render
gervice when Dpecessary- in  this
and other directions, and to give free-
Iy of their means in furtherance of the
cause of education among the young,
In proof of thir the speaker said he
thought that at the present time we
had iu Utab some of the hrightest men
and women to be foumi anywhere in
the worid. Of this they should be
proud, and give gredit to those who
settled thizs Territory, who teok such
an interest in the youth of Zion, and
in the progress of the people of this
country. He was thankful*to be num-
bered among the Liatter-day Saints and
to have n standing im this Church and
Kingdom of God,
PRESIDENT JOBEPH F. SMITH

occupled the remainder of the time,
and spoke for bearly three-quarters of
an hour. He said he had been pleased
to listen to the testimony given by the
brethren who had just preceded him,
and desired to add his own testimony
a8 to the work in which the Liatter-day
Baints were engaged. He becamesatis-
fied in his own mind, in his early

youth, of the truth of this gospel. He
never knew a time when
he believed otherwise, when he

did not belleve that Joseph Bmith
was & Prophet inepired of God. He
aloways had this faith and belief from
the time when he began to reflect or
think at all. This belief which he had
iz his youth, the faith and confidence
that were born in him,had, he presumed,
been growing and ripening into
knewledge, iute thorough conviction,
from then until now. He had the ut-
most confidence, the firmest belief, in
the principles of the Gospel which had
been restored through the Prophet
Joseph Bmith in the age in which we
live. Hence he bore his flrm  testi-
mony to the truth of bis mission and
the divinity of the work which he was
the means of establishing ae the in-
astrument io the hands of God, aud to
the power that had and still accom-
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panied it in its promulgation, and iw
its reception by the people of the world
wherever It bad gone,

I't might be satisfactory to some per-
sons to believe that it wae the design
and purpuse of God that men
should come to this earth in
order to enjoy the temporalitiee
of life, to enjoy the material
things of tbe world, and that when
they had done with them and gone
hence they would be for ever satisfled
to sicg praises to Jesus the Pedecmer,
to cast their erowns at His feet and
praise Him for evermore. 'fhis might
be sufficient for sume people, but it did
not seem sufficlent to satisfy his own
mind. He thought that the thipgs
which we gaw in this world were in
some measure typical of those which
would be met with hereafter, and that
our natures were not so very much
changed from what they were before
we came here, or from those that were
behindg the vail. He did not think
they were so very diftferent from what
they woulid be hereafter, only so far as
we were under {hecloud ot degeneracy,
ignorance and superstitlon, which had
crept into the world because of dis-
obedience to the commands of Gosi,
In other worde, he believed that 1f
matters here below were organized
a8 they phould be,® and the peo-
ple observed those organizatlous as
they ougbt, we would find that scciety
was fashiowed very much after the
pattern that it was organized iu the
presence of God our Heavenly Father
He believed we sbould find when we
passed beyond this vale of teass, thils
stage of action, that we were not so
very different frecm those who oow
dwelt on the other side, except. that
perhaps many who bad gone bef
were perfecte', developed in intelli-
gence, in wisdom, ipn judgmen!, in
understanding, in knowledge, in right-
epusness, in purily, and in holivess_
hefore God,

in the Gospel as received [rom
heaven in this dispensation we were
taught that we had an existence Le-
fore we egame here; that in this proba-
tionary state we were doing—and it
was Decessary for us to do—a [ repara-
tory work for an existence that was
beyond and above the present. A yreat
many people, with the Bible in thelr
hands and with the best sources of
knowledge at their command, inde-
pendent of the revelations of God direct
to the children of men, conscientiously
believed that there was no existence
prior to this stage of actlon, that the
spirit was begotten with the body, and
that this was the origin of man. A
great mwany people belleved that the
spirit as well as the body mouMered in
the grave, and these were *“Chris-
tians,’? too. They believed, also, that
only when the hody was resurrected
would the spirit be resurrected with it
and become a living soul. But io
God's revelations to the children of
men in tbhis dispensation we were in-
formed differently; for He had thereln
told usthat we had a spiritual identity
before we cdhme to tabernacle in the
flesh, and that we were here tuber-
pacling in the flesh so that we might
become conformed to the likeness and
imag - of our Lord and Bavler Jesus
Christ—that we were so foreordained
and predestined that through obedi-

ence to the principles of lite and salva-
tion we might eventuslly become like



