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KEURUPEAN COWBINATIONS
L AXND COMPLICATIONS.

‘A BIGXIFICANT fact In codnection with
the preseut smoldering fcesin Eu-
rope 18 the determiaation of Belgium
to provide herself with a navy, o de-
fense she has not had for a long time.
She has an immense merchaot marine,
however, apd the largest and best ol
ber mercosntmeun are 10 be dismentled,
Ateel-clad and equlpped thronghont as
first-cluss men-of -war. This involves
an Imwense vxpenditure, oons that no
nation would take upon itself for the
sake of merely having such vesscls oo

the scus. Belglum bas all alopg been
able Lo maiptain & newtrai poaltion
when ; greet wars  bave been dis

tracting Lorope, and could doubiless
‘zogtinu in that hoe of poliey, iniport-
ing, exgortlng and tradicing generally
wwhile the others were Hynitog, if she
felt dwspuscd io do s0. Bul ene does
Dot; ber sympathles,or atleast her o

terests, are witn Qermsuy aud she will
doubtivse join toe 4!l ance wolch now
incjudes tuat patiouw, Ausiria and
Itaty, 88 soon ad pesdlities actively
commencs. Tiis appuirs Lo be pome-
wiust unnaluial, o view of the fact
thag Bewtlum 15 geographically as much
u part ol France gs Alsace and Lor-
itulpe are snd the creater part of hs
popuistion—nesrly #li of those in the
southere and wesierh pact—speak tie
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French lgbruage. Afimtfes, blooa
aud & ' common tongue do
not, however, seem (0 count
tor- ‘asyibipg when ecuniary

interests aopd generzl safety ure &L
#irke; this 18 phe case with the gen-
erallty of individuuls, and individuals
mukd Up nulions.

Upe ouwner step taken by Belgium
Serves a8 a4l Jeast o straw tu spow
wioicno way the wind blows, Sbe Dus
discharged ber Euvglisn captains ana
Hiled their plices witn Geripans.  Ha-
parded a8 purely & matter of cusibess,
t0is would amount to meibung; oullo
conneition with the convursion ot
mercosotmen 1nto an  armed flo-
tilia it means that Eugland s
10 bave no representation o the at
{alrs of ber nelzboors, that she js dis-
trusted, 20d Lhat the moest Lhey expect
from her I8 to kvep outand let all par-
tles tothestr fe alone.

Whul with the active preparations
gidug on {u Ausiria, the admiradle
‘statas of the German forces aud Rus-
sia's sullen but subdued d-mesnor, the
-theatre of the cowing couflict may be
said to De pretty well muapped out al-
reudy. Toaiis, the veginoing ot iLts.
It tuok only 4 few Weeks tO completely
and permanently trausier tbe iniiisl
seatof the last strugele between France
and Germany and the same can be
s&td, except us to time, tn regard to

- tke more recent war between Russia
and Turkey. Itlooks as if the firsc
goun would be'dred near vcoough to the
eantern border of Silesia or Galicia to
‘startie some of the inhabitants at
least, but where the contsst may cbb
apnd flow after that is apother gques-
tioun. Oope thing is well settled—it
will break,out-0n ke terrtory of one
Obthe disputunts belire many montha
Lave pasged and every nerve i3 belng
strained in the united effort to bold
back the dogs of war. Neither party
will re use 10 pick up the ganptlef,
bat 50 far there Is some hesitancy as
te who shall throw it doww.

IL 15 no' to Be expected that Russia
will fight the four allles sinzie-handed
unless she were to count on the bat
ties "befog all on ner own soil, which
wauld make it, on her part, a defens-
ive war. Itlis notthe Russizn mode of
procedure. She must sdviance con-
tiguxlly or collap e. Naomerically she
is nearly ae stroug zs all of the others,

and oa br r own soll could perhnps de- |

feat.them 1n the end; but she lacks
r oney spd wants contrel of the Black
Sea. The former wonid bave s ten-
dency to restrain her to defemsive
operations, but the latter would
impel ner to offensive mea-
Surgs in more respects than ope. It
is guspected that & qulet ‘‘deal' has
been entered into with Turkey by the
Muscovite, the terms of which are
the obliteration of Austrian and Ger-
map represontation and influence in
tiae-Turkish provinces apd tneir con
tro] by Ruesia and Turkey jointly, and
‘tae undigputed conirol of the sea-
‘hoard by the former.

' This wonld be a straupe combing-
tiom, bot war, like politlca, makes
strange bedfellows. Of course the
Ottomae governmeant reulizes that its
complets disruption and the parcellng
out of the remainder of its territory in
the absence of a giaot elly somawhere
in Earope 1s ooly 2 question of time
dnd i shortime at thag,aud it §s hetter
to satisfy Russia at once end convert
er into a frlend than to be
on guard and 10 a2 Btate of con-

stant alarm {for fear of what is
wanted beiog taken without the con-
slderation of {Irlendship, Unitedly
these two could minke it exceedingly
interesting tor the southeastern part
of Aastria, and i France should ses
it to fuke a hand, the po-ition of the
former nation wonld be exlremsly
critical. She wonld be cowpletely
bemmed io and stand ia a similar po-
positlon to that occupied by the State
of Misaounr: in the earty part of the Jate
reballion—overrun vy first ope party,
then another, and plundered and rav
ared by both. However, up to thls
time, it 18 not France's goarrel, apa
she sRhows no present disposition to
make it such, But there is ap
element there, and it i8 compoesed of
the overwhelming majority of the pop-

| ulation, whose only ambition is the

reformation of the eastern frontler of’
their gouutry, and whit better time
rould be selected for cxpellipg the
Germans from Srrasburgand Metz and
trailing their banner ip the dust in the
preseuce of the defiantly fleatiog trl-
colar, thap when Germany has her
hauds full with her eastern neighbor
and coald not spare epough men nor
enouch munitions to drive the French-
men forth agytn? Indeed, history has
sbown thut these two nations are tol-
erably eveuly matched, and the talk of
4 portion of either overcoming the en-
tire arms of the other would be aksurd

But ¥rance could not do this apdes-
cape the vortex of the struggle; to re-
capture Alsace and Lorraine would be
to declare war upor. Germany at once,
and we all know what that means,

o

PENETRATING TREE PYRAMIDS,

I the Japnuary nomber of Seribner's
Magazine 13 an interesting lllostrated
article on the great pyramid of Cheops
io Africa. After writing the matter up
descriptively ja an entertaiviog and
instructive manoner, the anthor gees on
to say that excavation ahout the pyra-
mid i3 still continued, and that even
a9 he writes jnformatios comes to him
of forther discoverles. A Mr. W. L.
Morton, of Manchester, FErgland,
writing to the Jnternational Standard,
80F8:

‘*There {8 a passage leadlus from be-
‘twebn the paws of the Spbinx, run-
‘ning disgonally to the rreat pyramid,
th eutrsnce to which Is covered by s
large stone. UUnderneath the pyra-
mid is & spacious chamber sup-
ported by carved plllars. There
13  also avn  eotrance to  the
oyramid in the west side. In
the King's chamber there is a stonebe-
nipd the coffer which revolves on a
plvot, but which is fastened ou the
oatside by two holts. " This is on the
west slde.'" (The old entrance is oo
the worth side.) Again Mr. Morton
#av8, "We have Chambers on the
twenty fifth, and ffuieth layers of
masonry; why not on the scventy
fifth?'

Ir is suggested that by hammerine
and flring ¢uns within the various
chambers of the zayramid angd having
listeners stationed at vagloua pointa
outside, that clues may be obtained to
fu twer discoveries that will throw
zreater lieht on the mystery, which, in
splte of past explorations and the var
ious theories advanced, still shroods
the obeecl. of the builders In the con-
struction of the great pyramids of
Egyet.
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IRRIGATION DISTRICTS,

THE communlcation signed by **A
Subacriber,” which appesars elsewhere
in this issqe, and trests of the unsat-
istactory condition of things in Provi-
dence and Millville, In respect to irri-
gation, was accompanivd by a reqoest
that the NEws explaio the law on the
subject, in 2 manner to throw llzht
upon the poiots of difficulty referredto
by the correspondent.

The glving of three directors to Mill-
ville and of two directors and the sec-
retary asod tressurer tu Providenee,
appears to be an arrangement tacitly
agreed to in the Interests of Jostice and
fairness, as between the two settle-
ments, and so far as if 18 Just {5 com-
mendable, though the law makes no
provision  for it. The land
bolders of the diatriet bave the jegal
TIght to elect the men of thelr choice,
without regard to the residence ot
those elected. Baot justice,and the best
interests af ail concerued, zenerally
make it advisable that directors of an
irrigation disiriet be chogen trom dif-
ferent parts of it, that tfié landbolders
in different sections of it Inay be pro-
perly represented.

The present law providing for the
iormation of itrigation disirlcts was

asged In Janoary, 1865. At thattime
it did not contempluie aFceting vested
rigats,, nor the irrigating streams,
ditches, etc , then in use. Its purpose
wa3 to provide for the cppstructlion of
new ¢anals, etc., 8nd the mapageinent
of waters not previously appropriated.
But smong old Bettlers there existed
mucyu confusion in regard to the
coptrol of irrigaticg sireams, the
repairing of ditches, etc. NoO System
existed for secaring justice and gead
Order to suct selilurs ag had construc
ted apd were using canals, etc., in
common. Thereiore,in January, 1566‘,
a section was added te the law, pro
viding tbat settiers whe had already

constructed irrigating ditches, etc.,

might organlze under the provisions of
the statule.

But to consolijate old settlers who
had ulready construocted damas,ditches,
etc,, with new settlers who were just
commencing to locate upon farms, and
tax ail equally tor the construction
ol capals designed lor the benefit
of the latter aione, would be nrjusc.

Old eettlers would ordivarily be
justified in oblecting to suco an
arrapgement, and Iif Dew canals
are neceded in  Providemce or

Millville, woich were uot contemplated
ut the tiwe Loaee Lwo settlements were
organized into a districr, the uweers
01 the lapd to be bhenctitted by such
new canais should be orzanized inte a
new district, or districts. The old
settlers who do not need bew capuls
should not be taxed for their con-
structfon.

A wide discretion s conferred Uy
the law upon the trustees of an irriga-
tion district. They have power.'‘to
make by-laws, rules and regulations |
DECesaary Lo carry iuto effccrs Lhe ob-
ects of the people.” ‘I'me quuslion
mignt be ralsed, wbether er wot the
trustees of an 1rrigation dlsurict could,
ubder ttis clause, take such actiop as
‘would, in effect, Jay upon some of the
lagdowners of the district a Leavier
12X thap others were required to tear.
We think not. AB elementary
principle of law relative Lo taxaliou
of &ll kinds is that a tax to be legal
most beequal. An irrigstion district
once orgauized pursusnt to law must
be regarded a4s & unit. Neither tie
trustees nor landholders of it can cut
it npioto sections for the purpose of
texing one part of it more heavily thaa
etnother, be total cost ol running
thelrngatiog maccinery of the whole
district is a burden upou the whole of
it, to be borpe by sll of the jandbelders
iu it eqoally, in propottion tev the
pumber of scres they Irtigate respec-
tively.

Hence, where two or more towns
are embraced in one trrigation district,
the tax on the land in each must be
the same. To say that one part of the
district may be taxed atone rate and
another part of it at a different rate, is
to Intiodnce confusios and consequeut
strife, destroy ofganlzation and avfoat
the objecis of the law, which are order
and justice,

As with the tax, 50 with soch by-
lawe and refulations as lhe trustees
may make for the goveroment of the
district. They shouid be uniferm iu
their applicstion to ull landnoiders iy
the district, at least 8o far a3 practica-
ple. In this regard, Lowever, Lh-
courts, on s question of sustaining »
rule established by tue trustues, woulu
probubly take into consideration ine
equity as wel! as the uniformity o1 tue
rate, for it iv quite possihle tor a oec-
essity 10 exlst for the establishment by
1he trustees of a rule applyiog to onty
4 parl of the dlstrict. If apy such rale
could be guown to be Decessary and
«quitable, deing g00d to some ©Of the
landholders gnd acwyal inljury to noone,
it would probably by sysliined, uoder
the clguee uhove quoied, whicu cou-
fers couasidersbje power on the trus-
tees,

The course of some of the lapd:
holdera in an lrrigation gistrict, who
tzke loto tieir owa baonds the congrol,
repairiog, etc., of the ditghes woicn
they ude, wlthout regard to the guthor-
ity or actlon of the trustees, or the
action ot & meetlug at which a tax has
been fixed, is, 10 vyl the least, iriegy-
iar and oot come?glswd by law. Suach
luncholders can ne taxed the sime as
the rest in the district.

Our correspondent says that recula-
tions prevail in Providence different
from tnose in Millville, }t is the duty
of the trustees to establish uniformity
so [ar a8 justice and the beat interests
ot the disirict require it. When trus-
teed do npot all ses eye 10 eye, a8 some-
tmes bappeps, a wajority rules.

There is gne fundamental principle
af law appiring to jrrigation ic ali the
territorles &nG some pl the states,
waich the trustees o n; district can
override aod disregsrd, %nd which
even the Terrltorial Legislature can
not abridge. It may be thus stated;
Title to water, flowing 1o npatural
channels, orizinates with the act of
prior appropriation. When the owner-
saip pf water pas been thus acquired,
the water becomes private property in
Lhe same @epse 48 the lapd does when
the governmept patent issues. A sec-
tion of the gtatute o Whico this ar-
ticle has reference recogoizes, ip €x-
press termis, this priociple, and if it
were always Kept in sight much
trouble might be avelded. 1

RUBSJA AND FRANCE.

T'ar report of 8 Russian ambasszdor
a1riviog 1o Paris, as publisked in oar
telegcaphlc news columns poday, is
full of interest, and a3 it seems to be
truels very significant. He does not
come for the purpese that foreign
ministers or axents usoally pay wvisits,
for Rumysia already has a siroog and
well appointed embassy ln Paris fully
cafa.ble of attepdiog to all the re-
quirements of that service, but for the
parpose of perfectingan alliauce be-
tween the two powers, A upion of
purpose apd sentiment already exists
1o s0me extent, but the deslgn is to
have this fully deflued aud gnderstood,
that the religance which obe places
upen the other may not depend
entirely upon sympathy and- opportu.
pity. Of course no such arrangement
| would be sought if the parties were
looking forward to a contiousaunce of
peace, for peace obviates the neces-
slty for entanglements of that or any
pature; in fact, it wounld be dificult
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to outline a common purpugse {or two
nations 1o the sbsgpce ef war orthe f
prospect of 1t that would not be bur-
densomeé, irksome apd oppressive st
times jf oot altogether. So it {s safe
to coaclude that the Muscovite pro-
poses heading off the upion ol Ger
many avd Austris by blendiocy tbe fu-

terests ol France with bis
own, and lookwg forwidrd to an
varly declaration of war, Not

only this, hut Eoglapd 18 to be appeal-
ed to to bear her part of the strupgle
bBaving in view tbe shifting of the vur-
den of power i Borepe, and the ap-
penl may notbe fu vain, though that
nution will probably preserve a digni-
tied peutrality uotil evens tukesuch a |
shape thaut her fotention will be ¢n im-
mediate necessity. |

The warclovd grows darker from day
to day. The perfection of cowmbioa-

‘ticod and other wurtike prepurations

volng on speck so plainly of an im- i
pending crisis that be that ruas ma
read the warning, A rathed cigaptic|
confiict it muat oe wi b such erest ai-
| anees on both sides,tae greatest per-
baps the world ever saw, |

—————ail— e —effi———

REMARKADBLK DISCOVERY IN |
KENTUCKY. |

THr discoveries of reiics of the ancient
dwellers upon this contineut have been
remarkably uumerous of late, dnd de-
cidedly interesting. A special to the
Chicago News, from Bioowtield, Keu-
tucky, Dec. 2th, gives particulurs of
onc ol the latest. 1t says:

tJ. A, Allen, of this piace, while ex-
cavating a toundution for bis new grist-
mi} rtruck the dome of a cavern of
immense proportions, {from which a
rtrong current of cold alrissued with
great force a3 the workmen made the!
opening. Tatches were procured aud
Mr. Allen and 3r. Galoburst were)
lowered dowo by means of a windiass
It was about sixty feet fromn the sur
face to the floor of the cave, whicu
they fouud to he level und sauncly, a8 ii I
it were once the Ded of un sueient sub-
terranesd streaw. ‘lhey lollowed tuc
waln avenue for a& Jdietance of over
two miles spd  discovered an
opening im 1 chiff on  ihe w
of Benjammin Wilson, aud a4 well-beatew
path wus vasby di-cernec ihat was
ooce trod by human beings, altbough
T 18 nOW 1D Mmany piaces covered wiln
forest trersnnd vadergrowlth.

Mr. Allen and Mr. Murset, after |
emergioe frosn the cave, started buck
to tywn dud reporied the result of
thelr dixcoveriea. A luarge party was
at vuce furaed, wolco enicred t
opening of the cliff on thoe Wiksun |
farm. Opn one ot the maib avebues
pumeraus vtdence: eoxisted that the
plute bud evidealsy Dova  the abude ol

cAve men, i3 nymerons relics
were  fouod o the shape
of pottery and bronze bric-
-a-bruc A rFepa’crer was  discnv

ered fu o Jufge Jilebe 9N ODC 4ven
at right angler with the juain avenu.,
aod {n 1T are Anmergus wummill-
podies, HA  or wore weldg in pla..
view

Three of the mummies were removed
to $own, where they exclie great curi-
osity. ‘Tbe forwations in tie cave ure
beautifol beyopd description. Stately |
towers of slalagmites, suyxgestive ol
grotesque and unique Hyures are en-
conatered all alonythe wonderful sub-
terapnean aveoue. *There I8 a beautiful
little lake with water as pure &g crys-
taland, as osoal in cave streums, 1t is
full of tiny, eyeless flsh, The avenaes
of the cave w{ll measure, in atl proba- |
bility, about seven julles, sq that it |
may fairly he considered another rival
to the Mominoth cave, snd fcertasnly
ove ¢f the great cave wonders of Kcn-[
tucky, the land of caves.”

A GREAT VENTURE AND LOSS.

TuE greatest raft that wis ever pnt
together, 8o far 49 records go, was re-
cently lsunched in Nova Scotia. Its
welght was 11,000 tonos, so the reader
may form some idea of its immensity.
Io proportions it was nearly as largeas
the Great Kastern steamshlp; its des-
tination was New York, and it was
being towed by the Miranda, a 1500 ton
stearaship of the Red Cross line. The
secend day ouy, whea near Nuntucket
8poals, the cables parted through me]
inonster’s constantiy wallowing 1u tbe
trongh of tiie seg wnd being dillicolt to

ull ulong. There was a heavy fog and
1L pot entirely away, Search has been
made constantly for the rafl, and
though it was once gighted aiterward,
1. gOt away agaio, and po in-
divation of iIs whereabotits was re-
celved until Tuesday last, when, a8 a
dispatch jnformed us, a vesse| discov- ]
gred an fipmense jot of stray logs
drifging gbout loosely on the waves,
and It is believed that these were trag- |
ments of the great stegelure, it having
goue to pieces apd floated upart,;

The ralt was io the shape of & clgar
witn the ends cot off and flut oo  be

1f the plan hod been successful, the
chabge woanld have been very gruat
and the savipg to sbippers and con-
sumers enormous, as &0 lostance of
which the difference between th
frefightaze in the prevallisg way an
the ope that unbupplly fuiled was com«
putled ot §23 0600, or ooe-sixty of the
vulue of toe eutice carzo, lo favor ol
the latter plan. The raft was not la-
sored and will probably be a total loss,

COUNTING CHICKENS TOO
KARLY.

THERE can be no doubt in the mind of
a careful reader and tudious tbhinker
that the political battle of pext year
will be fought on the gipgle issue of
tarift- reform vs. protection, or that

jinc Jeader oo each side is wirtoally

choscn. Toe President’s message had

the effect of maxing party loes well

detined, but just -how the respective

strevgtn of tne puities stands s an-

other walter. 1o wDe west are o large

number ol wool growers and mioiug
men  whose toaociul ifuterests wil
ausc them to jguore party affiliations
aud vote for the candidates wpo favor
the retention of the preseot tart§ on
wool nud lesd, and this wilt be an

iwmense aucmentation Ifor the Re-

publicans o Cualifornis, Nevada and
Colorado; it will also have its effect

in u icys degree in some of the other
States, and upos this showing made 8o
fut inadvapce the Hepublicins are or
proless to Le jubilunt. But are they
not Iz sutie dupree reckoxing without
their host? Eveu if it be corceded that
such streopth will be gaiped for them

inthe Stat.»x vemed and in all the

Territortes, it is still well to remember
ihat poue of the States west ol toe
Missouri cast thefr eltctoral voles lor
Mr. Qlevelagd threc  years  ago
and that the Terrltorics’ bave

avthinyg to say in the mAter, Besides,

there is 4 ceriain quantity of tariff re-

formers in the Republicun ranks which

in lows, Mictisap, Wisconsin and

Mivperota amounts to a host; se it
would svem toat that party will ooly

be zainivg where gains are not par-

ticularly necded apd losing where it

4e woves thew to be on the kean look-
out. It fact, u promipoeat politician

receptly made the decluration that

lowu, which hes pever yet isiled to

cust its vote for the Republicun Presi-

dentiul nominee, and which gave Gen.

Grant 80,000 majority when be ftirst
ran,had been comlalewly revolutionized

by the Prosidept’s message wnd the

temmperince fssue, and would next

o+ 45 couese Cloveland electors. Thla,

0f coarse, |8 0ply u prediction; but ft

is based upon Jowic and experience,

and shows that in the minds of a great

many people, the positlon 1o waich

tbe President {s placed 13 bestexpress-
-ed by the old saying—'"Tbe loss ol

ope 18 the zain ¢f & dozen.'™

., .
A €Al IN POINT.

A FEW days ago Mr.Thomszs Batt, of
West Jordan, calied at this ofice and
expressed hearty concurrence ip the
sentiments contilned ina commenica-
iion from Joun Done, Esq., of Payson,

in reference te trespassing stock,
whieh appeared in a late jssue of the
News. Mr, Batt ¢ites his experience
48 1n i]lostration of this evil, and of
the inefliciency of the present law to
afford proteciion from it. He states
that he bas been comgelled to cease
operating a farm in Wesi Jordan be-
cause it was so over-ridden with tres-
passing stock thateverything prodoced
upon itin the shape of s crop was de-
stroyed. )

Probably the law upon thls sabject
might be simplifled and improved. Bot
the evil, in a couutry like this, is 1ot
40 easy one to abolish. A very larce
proportion of the inhabitants own live
stock, and occasionally the animals of
the most careful owners will get loose,
and do damege. To follow an accident
of such a characler with & beayy
pecuviary penalty would pot be in the
interests of rubhcjuatlce. And yet s
speedy and simpie method ought to De
piovided whereby a man whos erops
bave been damaged by trespasslipg
spimwals can obtain a just indemnifty,
Tue subject is worthy of caretul con-
sideration by the Legislature. Farmers
and otbers whose experience with the
present [aw enables them to suggest
amendments to 1f, wonid do Weflpo
communicate their views to that body.

=il A i

AN UNBLUSHING [MPOSTOR,

Sart Lake people will remember 2
fellow of infnite cheek who some tlme
since estavllshed & sort of medical
and surgical lostitate in this city, glv-
fog bhis name as Dr. Foote, Jr., son of
the wellknown practitioner and anthor
of thit pname who resides in New

tep and botiom. It consisted of sixty- York. He bad not been here loay un-
seven layers of laga, amounting in sl !til he began to show unmjistakable
w0 27,000 trees, the ends polnticg to- !symptoms of being a fraad of the first
ward the centre aLd the reverse these  water, His discomtiture was completed
belog held in position with chains. It| when the vertiable Dr. Foote, of New
amounted to 1,700,000 {eet of ploe and | York, arrived ino this city and exposed
500,000 feet of nard wood lumber, | nim as an Impostor, tnere being not
was 0% feet long, 62 feet|only no relalion but not even the
wide a3t the centre and fliteen |'s)jphtest acquaintarceship between
feet in diameter at the ends, and was |the two. The tmpostor’s game being
valued 8t $150,600. 1§ was designeato |uphe departed for parts nuknown,
revoiuticnize the tiransportation of | leaviog behind bim a decldedly no-
timber and lomber, now g0 diflcult | savory gtfluviam,

and expengive & procecding. ‘This same character bobs up serenc-



