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T DISCUSSED

HI jutintroductory note it is mutually
SUf feeOd to exclude all personalities from

discussion its only purpose is

to present clearly the facts upon
v

y
blitch the respective viewsvie ws axeare based

bothedth cannot be right and the only hon
r esteat attitude of any soul is that of sin
r- owe desire to know the truth that he

7 follow it in allaal that the writer
jaaSs saldsaid opon this subject the motive has
JWn simply to advance the cause of

arist and to rsaveave men he trusts
may always be true inthat the same

the future if anything in his part of
atis discussion shall seem otherwise to

that he will remem-
ber
ALIWaay one it is hoped

these words and judge accordingly
nast sincerely for the cause of the

truth anandd of the lord christ
JOHN D NUTTING

plymouth congregational
church salt lake city since 1892

the opening Argunaargumentent Y51

mormonism appeals to the worleworldI1 as
compared with currenta4 hew religion

alefs As such it must logically take
axaSA burden of proving itself true be

arl sere the world but for this discussion
take the burden of proof

1I1 cberfully
waeabe opposite statement as desired
0 Otl

baand will latemptattempt to show that mormon
ot true starting at the beginIs nnot

aing ofat the system then myiny first
uon is this that MOmormonism l

because its basic
to untrue

6 tois simplypimply a question otat historic
afta either the boy joseph smith
or did not receive a revelation in
woods in 1820 according to hisbis his

arf wt the beginning of mormonism
jehe truly toadbad such it was either

m god or from satan and he has
reservedrved either a true or an arrone i

Hat accountt of it let us examexamineine and
which of these laIs the truthee

is given in the pearl off wajaa castory
bat price pages 83 it contains 1

accounts of josephs being ledlleAt
1 the different sects near his home

lu the bible ov
1 ia concluding bibat was

azooaccountrunt in such casecaa and of his
1

jbf to the woods to seek lllumina
opi hem two personagesperso nageB ofoc great
arsyrs avear oneon e of whom points to

and says this tola my be-
ed son hearbear him see luke

dgaw if true that both god the
arr and god the son had come

from heaven to enlighten him
ohp sects the goes on

axed 89 89
d the personages which of all

oats was right and which I1 should
3I1 was answered that I1 must join

i anthemot them for they were all wrong
wehie permnage who addressed me
that anall their creeds were an abom

Wj ills mightbight that those probes
kereere all corrupt they draw near

with thedr lips but their hearts
from me taw teach for doc-

eabe commandments of men hav-
a at but they deny

verer t of 1

r0 thisJWa rousedrc aed revelation of
aethe father or the son dealsdeais with

rz otof historic recordeel I1 is easy
e or dila prove it makes very

Aateabatementsments about the entire
n chuchurch oitat date 1820 and very

charges against itat and its fetn
it thisthip revelation agrees with

aownn faitte of church history it
oo00 aw true itif ft does not it is not

flyod withwah it must go the whole
pon which it Is based the

abl al statements are
1 that all creeds of all the

n in 1820 were an
in godgode 2 that

hes were au
1 hypocritesrites and

e tthe 0kofl

men this misquoted from matt
15 8 9

1 As to the creeds of christendom
these from the beginning are a matter
of record in history what does the
record show essential unity and es-
sential of creed in all
branches of ithe evangelical church and
in all agesag eafromfrom s down this
is beyond historical question there
have been variations of course no two
men or ages think just alike on finance
politics or any other subject what-
ever the element of individuality
was intended by god to color all we do
but these variations have been upon
minor points of bible teaching or in
the explanation of greater doctrines
points divinely left without unquestion-
able statemmenTini-entin the Word perhaps for
this very purpose of stimulating
thought faith and appreciation that
this discussion had sometimes taken
unwise directiondurec tion and engendered undue
feeling was only human and was no
ground whatever for adv wholesale
denunciation of creed and character
such as the revelation indulges lnin

ba sensible well informed gentlgentlemanemaicould be ashamed to do what god is
I1 thus represented as doing Mmore0re than
this there is not a fundamental point
of doctrine in the bible which was not
in the creeds thus denounced nor Suchsuch
point in the creeds which was not in
the bibleaible and had not been taught by
the church of the apostles and by
christ himself gods word and the
creeds of the church of christ of all
denominations have always been prac-
tically harmonious on allail such points
truth does not change in theology any
more than in mathematics our com-
prehension and statement of it ought
to grow though dealing always with
the same great essentials 8so833 it has
been with the church and nothing
beyond this can be said hence to
say that the creeds of christendom
were all an abomination in gods
sight is to sayMY a thing which is pal-
pably untrue they are the truth ofgod in all their essentials and are
honest teachingsreachings out after the truth
in all other particulars

2 As to the character of christian
people in 1820 all corrupt hypocrites
is the sweeping judgment of the reve-
lation upon the whole christian world 1

only joseph seems to nebe exempt this
condemnation includes the writerswritersownown

who were then living as
pious truly christian men and women
as could easily be found whose children
were largely missionariesaries of the cross
amongong tthee barbarous heathen and
whose grandchildrenandehildren rise up and call
themahem blessed it includes millions of
bother peoples grandgrandparents of similar
pha all hypocrites it includes
fall11 the most noted saints of all earths
Iiistory men like edwardsedward judson
fwhitefield the wesleyeWe the english
and other martyrs luther huss penefene

I1ilonflon thornas a kempis bernard of
clairvaux augustine and even the
apostles themselves for all believed
the same essential doctrines from the
same bible lived the same godly lives 1

and were bembmem fews of the ameaasne chchurch
universal which ats revelation niama
aligns more than this chirst graciousgracious-
ly identifies himself with his faithful
followers as to the treatment accorded
them matt 1041 and references hence
this revelation makes god to reject
himself with these followersloweratol and to
call himself corrupt etc

reader does god blaspheme himself
does he traduce and vilify his own
pious loving children of grace the best
men and women of the earth does
he slander his own church on earth
which he died to create does he call
his everlasting truth an abomination

to tuk questions
Is to answer them in thunder tones
no

what then logically follows since
this revelation so called solemnsolemnlylr

that he did these things what
must the revelation itself be here
aream the possibilities of the case

a it cannot possibly be true for it
is made of historic falsehoods

b it cannot possibly have come
from god for god does not lie or even
make mistakesmis takes

c it maymary come from satan for he-
is

he-
ia a liliararandand the father of it christ
john 8 44

d it may have been an imagination
ofo f the boy joseph honestly held and
acted upon he was young and imag-
inative

e it may have been a hoax invent-
ed by joseph either men or later ana
either with or without definite purpose
further at the time

personally the writer is undecided
as to which of the last three is true
possibly a combination of all but
one tiring seems to him logically ana
absolutely settled forevertofever that this
so called revelation cannot possibly
be true because its essential part isin
made up of statements which we know
absolutelyu to be untrue the beakler
liayVEsayay what becomes of the buildbuildinglut i

chedi the foundfoundationakion is removed y

my next articles will treat of some otof
the doctrinal teachings which compose
this edifice based upon the revelation I

which we have been considering above
the first of these providence permit-
ting will be the doctrine otof god

the reply
in his opening argument torfor the

proposition that mormonism toIs not
true christianitychristian by rev john D nutt-
ing arrives at the conclusionSI1 on thai theithe
basic revelation of the religious sys-

tem under discussion is untrue and
that the superstructure consequentlyconseacbently
falls with it it will therefore be our
first duty to examine the reasoning by
which this conconclusioncluston Is sought to be
established

the gentleman it will be noticed re-
lies entirely on internal evidence as re-
gards the authenticity of the revela-
tion he reviews a class of evidence
which as applied to the bible teasbas al-
ready created a school of critics but
little distant from the now almost de
funch of germany but
what is noticeable is that he
places hishda ownowa construction on the lan-
guage

an
of the revelation and then de-

molishesmolishes this constructionconstructim the reve-
lation itself isin untouched and intact
he says the two fundamental
statements are these 1 that an tho
creeds of all the christian churches toift
1820 were an abomination in godgods 1 I
sight 2 that the members of thesedm
churches were all corrupt being bym
crates and teaching for doctrinesdoctrinea thoth
commandments of men hebe ar-
gues no sensiblesenalble well informed gentle-
man would say and certainly not golergo the revelation representing wihint
as making these stakestatementsments isia wtmot
true
it is necessary here to cancall

to the fact thatt the revelation does not
represent all the members of the vari-
ous churches as corrupt or asam hypo
bribescrittesibes it deals exclusively with ahoe

and the whole context
showsshown that certain rengreligiousious teachers
who teach the commandmentcommand menta of men
instead of the word of the lord groare
here held up to the light to sayaay that
this revelationreve latt an or any other
by the latteriatter ddayay saints
good and honest menman and women aaa

corrupt or as hypocrites isin to
represent the matter our lord him-
self tallall that ever came be-
fore me asaa thievesth leveo imand gottwirtrottWirt
but he had reference to just cibitabat clawottot people spoken of in theft quota tlonA

om IMS pearl of gaw I1

yatlet us now examine the passage ft
littlelatue closer itif says


