people than I do at the present time, for I realize
the hand of the Le:d is with us il the day long.

When 1 heard br Kimball talking about br.
Thomus Marsh it caused me to think of by gone
days, for 1 was well acquainted with him; and
when I heard what [ did, I felt.to thank my God
that he had preserved me and my brethren from
the power of the devil, and I know that it is the
Lord's dong, and not ouretrength that has saved
us. | ¢
I feel humble and I wish to feel so all the time.
I cainnot express to youw my feelings in full, but
this much I can say that I have never bad such
an experience in my life as 1 have: had for the
yvear past. It seems as thongh the vail of dark-
ness was rolled back, and it isso to a great ex-
tent, and we begin to know aund realize that the
day of our redémption draws near.

Talk about fear, we have nothing to fear from
cur enemi-s. If we have anything to fsar at all
it is those of our own househaold, thosa corrupt
villuius in our midst, who proless to be Saints.
Our enewmies are eatirely powerless; they used
to think that Missouri could whip out the ‘Mor-
mons,” aud then they thought that a few counties
in Lilinois could do it, but f{ate they have come
to the conelusion that it will tauke all the Uuited
States to whip us out, aud it is true too, and then
they can’t.

[ knew last fall that the reformation would
commence in the States about the time that it
agid here, and I told br. Brigham so, ani I now
pray that it may centinwe, ard that they may be
clothed with durkness and that all their seliemes
und plans may be frustrated, and that they may
be caught in their own snares and {ull into their
own pits. |

‘T'here never has been such a fuss in the United
States as there is'at the present time, and I may
also add that there has never been a time when
we have commenced to build a Temple but the
devil hus cuilm? upon his servants to prévent us
from dping the work, if possible. It was so in
Kirtland, it was so 10 Far West and in Hlinois,

und I expeet it will be se here, bat it will all tend.

to roll on the wark of Gad. "

I feel to bless you, all v u that are honest in
heart, and [ suy the time has come when fear-
fulness will surprise the hypocrite, and I pray
that we may be able more perfectly to discern be-
twixt hitn that serveth (~od and him that serveth
him not.  This is whuat the Prophet said should
be with the people in the last days, and he said
there should be a book of remembrance kept,
that those who are faithfal might be his in the
day when he shall come to make up his jewels.

My prayeris that we may.be among those
jewels, which 1 ask in the name of Jesus Christ:

Amen,
- g

DISCOURSE

2y Elder Amasa Lyman, Fuwerr, July 12, 1857,

[REPORTED BY GEO. D. WATT.]

It is a matter of gratification to me, my breth-
ren and sisters, to be here with you, because
the religion that we have embraced is true.

Views are sometimes expressed by those
who address the assembly as to whether what
they might say will be edifying and pleasing
to the people who may bear. 1 have no rea-
son for believing that what I may say will be
unpleasing to those who hear. Why? Be-
cause, it it pleases myself, it will edify those
who hear, from the simple fact that what I
would delight to talk about the most is that
that has edified me the most, and continually
edifies me, when I am edified. whether from
what I learn from my own study or from what
I hear from those around “me who speak.

[ feel myself as though that I was a Saint.
If the Saints are called* Mormons? then I am a
‘Mormon,? and I do not feel that I live any life
or have any existence but that of a Saint.—
Not that I suppose that I know everything or
act perfectly, but these are the feelings that I
cultivate; and the reason that I rejoice contin-
ually is, that*Mormonism? is true, that the doc-
trine I have embraced and the religion that
cheers me is not a phantom.

My religion has become convenient to me
from the fact that I have found it adapted to
every day use. The happiness that it impartg
—I do not care what part of man’s exis-
tence or being you may talk about, or apply it
to—the happiness it imparts it can lmpart
every day. The bliss that can happify one
hour of a man’s being as a Saint, from a know-
ledge of the truth, and from the influence that
truth will exert over him, will upon the same
rriuciple happify every hour of his life.
lizht of truth that will enable him at one time to
testify of the truth of the work of God, of
the manifestation of his hand and his power in
the establisbment of his kingdom and the re-
velation of the gospel to man in the last days,
will shine upon his path unceasingly if he is
constantly and unceasingly faithful.

This leads me tobe happy continually, for it
does awey with a great many of the probabil-
ities of a man’s doing wrong or being decoyed

{rom the path of rectitude and virtue, and after
having preached salvation to others, himself
becoming a cast away, because the light that
would save them once will save them all the
time, they bave only to be diligent, faithful,
true and obedient to the requisitions of the
truth to secure its presence with them contin-
ually.

This hag led me {0 entertain vastly different
notions and ideas of salvation from those I
once entertained, whether of my own or: that
of the Saints universally. It has resolved
itself in my mind into very simple truth, and
yet a very extended and important ope.

I find that all the notions I used to entertain
years ago about salvation and its greatness are
comprised in knowing the right and then doing
ity not in matters that are foreign from our-
selves and from what we bave to do, but in the

That

tion of that will enable you to any better,love
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every day occurrences that fill up the Listory
of our lives here. e R

There is no way that I know of or have ever
heard of, believed or entertained any concep-

God than to love man who is made in the im-
age and likeness of God. Do you want fo
honor him? Then honor man that is made in
the likeness of God. ‘But,’ says one, ‘some
men are not goody then honor those that
are good, who are his ministers in whom he is
represented on the earth. ;
We cannot go away to his far-off dwelling
place to pay our respects and obeisance to him
there, to present our offerings before him, or to
tell iow much we loye him. What can we do?
We can find here in close proximity with our-
selves the individual in whom we can learnhis
will, receive the declaration of his truth, the
order of his institutions and requirements,—
They are in our midst. This led one in ancient
times to say, ‘This is the love of God, that we
keep his commandments; and he has commaun-
ded us that we should love one another.’
This makes our religion wholly a practical
matter. Let people who can live by theorizing, |
theorize away until dooms day, and if .we will
be saved we want practical virtue, practical
truth exemplified in our actions, in our wordg
and thoughts; we want to live together as a
E}dlg people, as a people who fear and honor
£4:4, 7 Taa

How? By getting down on our knees and
gaying our prayers, by singing graciously and |
putting on a long face, by going to meeting on
the Sibbath, or by wearing an-amiable smile |
that when contemplating it you would aoet think
we ever frowned in the world?

Is this the way we are to honor God and live
right? No, it is something else besides this.
To pray is good, to smile is good, to be Elena-
ant 1§ good, but to be boly and acceptable in
the sight of God is to be good all the time, in
all places, under all circumstances, and with
all people. |
We want to learn to get along comfortab!
with the little duties of life that we meet wit
every day, that make up the labor of every
day. We want to learn to do those things
right. You want to learn to be as boly at
home by your.firesides as you are when you go
to church. You want to feel well, to enjoy the
?;f)irit of God in every condition and relation of
ife. |

To love the truth supremely, above every-
thing else is salvation. Do not sacrifice it,
therefore, or throw it away for the sake of
indulging in a little petty quarrel at home or
abroad.

‘How shall we honor God? We cannot ad-
minister to his wants directly, if he has any,
but his children are here and we can feéd the
hungry and clothe the nakad.

We can do that here. Whether there
are any up yonder to be found in those desti-
tute circumstances or not I do not know. I
have not been there to see. I can see them
here without going there; and one thing which
makes me think that ‘Mormoniswmn’ is true and
that this view of it is true is becauge it is what
I have experienced.

Now if itis not the truth then I am frank to’

is what I have learned. If I should find my-
self in a time or place that the Spirit of truth
is not in me and where I could not-feel its sa-
cred impulse to give shape and form to my ac-
tions, amd regulate them according to the re-
vealed will of heaven made known-to me, I
should be fearful and should have torment,
for fear hdath torment; I should be afraid I was
going to apostatize, that some dark cloud was
hanging around me, fatal to my happifiess.

But I have confidence in the truth, because
it is that which abides with me all the time, in
the darkest spot I ever have been called to labor
or travel in, or have had an existence in, since
I embraced the truth, I have always had it
present, and enjoyed its light.

If I knew there was any part or portion of
myself that was not under the influence of
‘Mormonism,” or the Spirit of truth, I would
want to get out that piece and parcel and have
it repent and be baptized for the remission of
that sin, that the whole body might finally be-,
come perfectly holy and completély imbued
with the influence of the Holy Ghost, the Spir-
it of truth, and the love of truth, which would
preserve me to-day, to-morrow, and in all time
from falling away.

Is it necessary we should all feel so? I
suppose it is just as necessary for you as for
me, Idonot aqunEe.hecauae I, through the
fayor or mercy of Geod and the kind dispensa-
tions of his will and providence, have been
called to minister as one of the Twelve Apos-
tles to bear off the gospel to the nations of the
earth, that it is any less needful for me, so far
asmy own soul is concerned, to enjoy the Spir-
it of God always than it is that you should.

I shall be nothing more than saved when I
have got all the way through, or as far along
as it may be my lot to progress. |

‘But,” says one, ‘won’t it be good fortus if
we do as we are told?? Yes. What will be the
resnlt? You will nof always be under the ne-
cessity of being so miserably poor that you
have to go out in the night to your nerghbor’s
to borrow a candle.

Do people live this way? Yes. Ihave lived
on borrowgd light. How long? Until I got a
candle of my own. Until the principles of
truth become established in me, I lived on the
strength of the instructions and light of beav-
en that dwelt in others, reflected by them on
my path; I followed along by the light of a
borrowed candle, How long? Until the Sa-
vior’s words were fulfilled and the promise
verified in myself, and the light of ingpiration
was planted in my own soul; thenthe blessings
of light and {ruth came rolling upon me like a

river.

gay I do not know anything about it; but this |

=

Would to God that all the Saints enjoyed
this light. What would be the result? There
would be more practical purity, more righteous
actions perpetratedand less evil in the commu-
nity;.more of the Spirit of God, as a natural
conseglience, because every Saint would be pos-
sessed of a living fountain of light and truth,
that inspiration whieh inspires the Apostle,
enlightens the mind of the Prophet, tears away
the vail from the future and enab es man to
look upon and contemplate the excellencies of
onr Iather’s kingdom,

It was in view of this that on a certain time
when report was made to one of the ministers
of truth that some of the congregation of Is-
real were prophecying, the reply was, ‘would
to God that the people were all prophets.’—
Why? Then they would all have the light of
trauth In them, and the knowledge of truth
that would save them. | A

If this was the case what would be among
the results?
and fearfulness wonld surprise the hypocrite.
Why?  Because they would feel uneasy, for
this simple reason, they would know they are
not honest, and they would be afraid lest they
should be overtaken in their euilt.

This, ny brethren and sisters, is the ¢Mor-
monism’ L feels it is the *Mormonism? [ preach,
that [ have
every day. It isthe:Mormonism? I have when
I walke up at night, an i that I keep with me
all night if I do not go to sleep, Is it good to
me? It is. Is'it salvation to me? It is. Why?
Because it frees me from evil and enables me
to ive without committing the amount of sin,

that 1 weuld commit if it were not for its pre-

gence, ~

- The best reason that I can give you for its
being good 'is that it has been good to me, it
has done me good. I might tell you that the
gospel is true, becanse the ministers of truth
say 80, have testified so, lived for it, and died
for it in ages gone by, but I do not know so
well how they have felt; I do not understand
so perfectly, I cannot comprehend with the
same clearness how it was that they felt as
L can understand how I have felt myself.

When people tell me they have felt as 1 have,
orin describing Lheir feelings I find they have
experienced what I have, though I know what
I have experienced better than I know what
anybody else has experienced; yet, if they
have the truth, I also have the truth, and if
they are saved by it, then I may hope to be
saved by it. This is what I would like to see
the Saints enjoy, a knowledge of the truth and
that knowledgze to have such an influence over
them that they would cease to do any wrong
whatever. ;

When there is no’wrong done how much sin
would there be committed in the length and
breadth of the land of Ziow among the Saints?
If there was no individual to do a wrong, I am
under the impression it would take a good or a
bad mathematician to caleulate the amount of
gin that wonld be committed.

Says one, “we expect to see that day.” Yon
do? = When there will be no sin? "When?—
**Why, it is that better day that is coming by
and by.”” What is going to bring it about?—
Upon what principle do you ever expect to see
the time when there will be no sinners in-the

land?  Will it be when the grace of God is |

manifested in some strange or different way
from what it has been to you? “We suppose
80, as a mdtter of course, becanse we see sins
committed now every day.” Do yon know of
any good that has been done? ¢“Yes, a good
deal”” What does it consist of? “Goed has
been done in the condition of the people as the
result of reformation. Theyhave spoken more
truth and less falsehood than they did, there
is lesa hypoerisy, less tattling and evil speak-
ing, the people do not think of quite so many
evil things to do and consequently they do not
do much evil; that is the way this change has
been brought about,*?

And did yow ever think for a moment that this
was the principle and the only one upon which
sin'would be driven away and its power effec-
tually broken upon the face of all the earth?
Says one, ““the devil has got to be bound.”—
And do you know what kind of a chain he
will be bound with? What will deprive him
of power? When there is no person upon the
face of the earth that will listen to his insinu-
ations or yield to the impulses of his influence
to perpetrate evil, how much power will the
devil have on earth?

I want you to look at this; I want you to
remember that whenever there is a diminution
of evil in the community it is because the peo-
ple do less wrong than they did, they are more
faithful, more truthful, more righteous, more
holy and are making greater progression and
advancement towards the consummation of the
work of Godj it is by the development in them
of the principles of righteousness and the es-
tablishment of those principles in them to the
exclusion of every other principle and feeling.
When this is affected, our salvation and re-
demnption is secure. !

When we do right exclusively, and no wrong,
we have nothing to fear. When this becomes
the case with'the people, will the kingdom of
God be built up? Yes; in the bearts of the
Saints. |

Says one, “won’t it be built up externally
too?  Yes, but it is but a simple matter to
build up the kingdom so far as houses, palaces
and thrones are concerned, only get the prin-
r:i%lea of the kingdom of God built up and es-
tablished within yourselves. Then you will
simply have arrived at the point that you will
live yout religion, that is, the light that is in
you will be the spirit of your religion operating
upon you and in you and through you and over
gufl and round about you, that your whole

eing and everything pertaining to your exis-
tence will be under its aauref and hallowed

influencea. Do not settle down and think you |

L
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are living your religion because j,*r.;u have done
a few good things. beceuse you are a little
‘more faithful than.you were last year and be-

cause the Lord is blessing us this year wiifh
plenty. Remember, and keep it constantly in
view that there is much improvement to make,
' much to gain, and much to learn.

Sinners in Zion would be afraid |

when L pray, that I have about me |

You want to have your religion established
within you a living fountain from which the
‘principles of eternal life and truth wi'l flow
‘out and pervade your active being, regulating
your actions and conduct in such a way that
‘everything connected with your life shall be
An perfect harmony with the truth; then you
' will live your religion, then you won’t need to
'be waked up in the night. and somebody cqme
\along with borrowed light to place it in your
‘habitation; you would have oane there all the
‘time, so far as the light of truth and of ‘your
religion is concerned; it would be in you all
‘the time, always trimmed, always burning.

If an- evil spirit comes to usto teinpt us to
'do evil,if we resist that spirit, what will be
'the result? The devil will go away, When
‘he comes again apd only meets with the same
treatment, with the same success. and finds
that he cannot get us to say an evil thing nor
do.an evil deed, how long will Lie tempt us?
He would soon come tothe rational conclusion
not to go there againy; he would _find it a
speculation that would be of no profit to him,
while his defeat is our victory. '

Whenever evil things, evil thoughts have
| possession of our bosoms é&nd we have not
spoken a word, not given the thought.shape,
| form, and signification to those around¥8, who
 knows of it? Nobody. Who is injured? No-
body. There is no harm done, no stealing, no
murder committed, no slander perpetrated. no
falsehood told. What has been done? The
spirit that would instigate evil hds been gub-
dued within us and we have died a death unto
sin and have individually become alive unto
righteousness. One of the best things I ever
heard in my life was a simple thing that Pre-
sident Young taught here sometime past, which
was, that it is not always right to speak the
things we think.

It is just as necessary that yon should be
‘able to think and not speak as te think and
speak; the one is just as necessary as the
other to your salvation. -Dut,” says one, ‘is it
not just as bad to think it as tospeak it? Why,
 thinking never killed anybody.

Suppose a man had a thought in his mind
that he would kill me. if he did not do it, you
know, as far as I am concerned, I would live.
But suppose, acting on the old adage, that it
is no worse to do it than to think it, and he
had laid wait for me by the road side and taken
away my life, what would have been the con-
sequence? Then the sin of murder would have
been on his soul. - |

It is the same with every wrong thought and
evil suggestion that may occur to your minds,
What will be done if you act on this princi-
ple? The father at home, if he thinks a wrong
thing, he won’t say it. The wife and mother
will do the same; and what will be the result?
Harmony in the domestic circle will never be
destroyed by evil speaking. :

What then? If harmony is {here, the Spirit
‘of God will be there. Why? Because it de-
lights to. dwell in a quiet place, it dees not
love contention, it is uno friend to strife, it is
not fond .of bickering nor saying hard things.
The Spirit of God will come and take up his
abode with us if we prepare our minds for its
reception, and make it welcome and study to
cultivate a feeling that is congenial with its
own mature.

It is with the Holy Spirit as it is with us.
When we seek to gratify ourselves in the aggo-
ciations around us, for whom do we seel in
such a time? We seek individuals,whose
tastes and feelings are congenial to our own,
whose ‘Mormonism’ is like ours, whose re-
gard for truth is like our own.

Then what do we enjoy? A free, frank, un-
resirained feeling amll-ﬂm:tinmnt; we pour out
the feelings of our seuls, there 13 a principle
of reciprocity existing beiween the parties.

So it is with the Holy Spirit of truth, Where
it finds a mind so regulated that there is an
affinity and congeniality between that mind
and ifself, there is the place where it will
dwell, and when that mind becomes so trined
in thre truth as to be completely and perfectly
subject to its influence, it will remain there
constantly and unceasingly; it will not pay a
casual visit, but talke up its constant abode
with that individual, and then its light is there,
revelation is there, inspiration is theres it is
there to increase in iatengity, extent and in
power, it i8 there to continually pour out upon
ﬁ'ﬂt goul the unceasing, uubroken tide of

ife,

Then the fountain of life becomes established
in, the soul; that fountain is flowing continu-
ally and unceasingly, even as the hlood pagses
through the heart to the extremities of our
physical system at every pulsation, so also the
Spirit of truth pervades our being,

Do I believe *Mormonism’ to be true? Da I
know it to be true? Yes, I do. Why? Be-
cause it has saved me. It has saved me in the
first place from ignorance, and then it hag
saved me from its consequences, that is, to the
extent to which it hias imparted to me know-
ledge, and it has imparted to me knowledge
according to my faith and-devotion to the truth
and the extent to which I'have labored to sub-
jgcil: myself to the influence of its sacred prin-
ciples.

People nuplpuse, perhaps, that myself and
those similarly situated in this work bave a
great deal to do for others, but my work is for
myself; it is for myself that I preach, that I
go abroad, that I come home again; it is for
myself that I do all I do.

‘You may say I am selfish. Why? Beecause
I promised my Father when I went into the




