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to the editor of the nemnew mortmott1 rb eimezime
As a staunch republicanRepublicaur I1 claim tha

privilegevileo of calling public attention to
the petition of sirs af A it I1 lee which
Isia now under consideration by the
united states senate committee on the
judiciary in this petition mrs lee
prays that an act mamayy beba passed by
congress granting to her the sum of

as compensation for the arlinarling-
ton

g
property at present used as a na-

tional cemetery heretofore most per-
sons myself among the number be-
lievedliftived that this estate was owned and
exclusively controlledoled by the late gen
BR E lee and that it was consequently
a legitimate pinteplize for the federal go-
vernmentvern ment the impression howeverhownverdver
is now dispelled by the legal record
which bbownshown that it was bequeathed to
art lee by her father iuin Zilarchmarch 1855
and that the will was admitted to pro
bate in the county courton alexandriava during the monthmouth of december
1857 on the lith of january 1864 the
property was assessed by the united
statesstatts government with a direct tax of

92 07 and subsequently soldbold to the
united states for a sum of but
of this amount it appears that
mrs leeled hlishab not hadbad a single
penny at the time oiof tthee ealestile
the property was represented on
the booksbooke of the countrycoultrycour try as being valu-
ed for the sale was heldheid I1inin
pursuance afanof an act ofekr congress which
all good lawyers hold to bobe unconstitu-
tional the act referred to was passed
in 18621863 and provided that landslauds in the
insurrectionary states should be charg-
ed with sand foldbold for nonpayment
at all such sales the government was
to have the privilege of buying in any
portion of the lands that might be rereire i

quirengutred for military or other burppurposesoses
bention 8 of the first article of the con-
stitutionsti tutiutionon delegates to congressCon gressgresa the
power of exercising exclusive jurisjuri
tion overoberover all places purchased by eoncon
bentment 61 of thothe stateblate in
which the hamefame shall be in the arl-
ington

ar-
ington case it is needlesneedlessneed lesa3 to say that
there was no consent elthereither asked or
given since then many easescases of a
similar nature have been tried in ththe3
united states courts and the judgesjudg
have invariably decided that evelteven in
the law of 1862 there laIs nothing what-
evere er tolo compel the baierale of 1100 acres for
the payment of a sum not equal to the
purchase money of one acre of course
nothing eandau be done for the settlement
of mrs lees claim without the passage
ofaof a law lasquitelamiam quite ready
to admit that republican legislators
have a4 colorable pretext for nonounoct show-
ing much enthusiasm about it but
apart from all party considerations
there is really no good reagonreason why ade-
quate compensation should be longer
withheld the owner of arl-ington the late mr george washing
ton parke custis never anticipated
such a result when he bequeathed itat to
his daughter and his grandson george
washington eustisclistis leenee and his heirs
forever it is true that we have a heavyaheady
national debt and many tombstones in
nnearlyearly every churchyard throughout
the country to bear evidence of the loss
in blood and treasure that we havehava sus-
tained by the rebellion but notwith-
standingstandi Dg theallthis I1 doubt very much the
propriety otof revenging ourselves upon a
woman who after all may not evevenovenelleli
have been in sympathy with the causecanse
which was only taken uptip by her hus-
band while under the erroneous im-
pressionpress lonion that his native state had the
first claim upon his services in the
pr condition of the property I1 am
free to confess that it wouldwoula heha very in-
convenient for the government to re-
store it to niromrs lee but this she does
not asuaau her petition is written in a
notitertet and respectful espiritirit audand if
notnob granted unconditionally shouldshould at
least meet with 6a regresponse becoming
the digdignityefty of a great nation
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tho annualailaceraceraea between bared
boats crewscrows of the oxford and cambridge
universities canicamea aion today over the usuaasuausual
coursecoarse of four milesnines two furlongs frompuney to mortlakemorblakeMortlakelike on the river thames
and resulted in favoronfavor of thothe cambridgela10

meninen
the morning opened with cold and

stotmy weatherveather senobuo commencedcormcomm to nailnaif
soon breakbrenk and WB drifting with
bunding seyerseverseverlinerhuyllyilyliy wind by

tietibtle hour0
1
ur of eleven inthe forenoon

the prevailing opinion thenther waswis that the
race would be postponed

thothe weather remained exceedingly
unfavorable at noon and continued so at
the hour of oroore in the afternoon
it waswaa announced pretty generally how-
ever at thothe later moment that the race
would notbot be postponed and that the crows
wouldwoula be in position for the latartstart without
reference to the discouraging aspect caused
by thathel wintry surroundingssurround luss

the betting was in favor of the cam-
bridge crew ranging at about 7 to 4 during
the past two days

the oxford crewcrow was mildemade up on the
lath of february with ormsby bow
armistead giless siin IImalanmaianalanalao black

and lesly stroke but was
subsequently reorganized and formed ac-
cording to the 1stlist which I1 forward todayto day

the weights and collegiate class halls of
the men were recorded as follows

OXFORD

the crew scale previous to their
long row march 5 when their average
weweightight was 11 at lbsibs the correct weight
of each man being as under according to
the list furnished bythe president

lbs
bowtiow J A ormsbyorrusOrius by lincoln college Mno 2 F E1 exterester coil 15 15no 3 V RK nR vaynerhyne st jonnsjohns I1 olegolee tseiseno 4 A W Nicholnicholsonfoafon I sy8
no 5 EUE 0 maianmalan worcester collegeno ff 0 blate new colef gohll
N 0 7 is aj tilson evinrvin broke college
stroke iTHA A hou olon chcor Church HI
coxswain A H flailhaiti corpus col ege tle

total weight of the eight 95 stsl 10 lbsibs
average per manmanilI1 stat lbsibs
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CAA bridge
lbsbowabowrow J 13 cloecioe jr fualfral trinityno 2 C w bensonbrinson tardth rd trinityno a K if rodhoo imonison chriUhrichristsatsals

no 4 KK A A spencer second trinityTrlnUyno 5 J S KR adact first trintrinityity
no 6 J fl closecloge sr first trinity ea
no 7 E S LLJL randolph third trinity lckstroke J HR D goldae st boim i
coxswain UC H je ua

the oxford men were fourteen pounds
lighter at an average than the OxCxfordEsforda
crew ot last year

the aggregate weight of thothe two crews
was oxford lbsibs cambridge idl14255
lbsibs

salter boat builders were en
trusted with the building of a nowanew craft for
thetha dark blue while cam-
bridge the victors orof last yearbehr auanuanad the year
before again patronized clasper

at one odtheof the latest trainingtrain ing efforts of the
cambridgecam bridge men they had comparatively
smooth weather during a run to ditton an
therehere wagwas a large number of spectators to

witness the practice the only change in
the constitution of the crew at that time
waswaa that close sr took the stroke oar in-
stead of baggallay of camscaius the presi-
dentden mr goldie steered down to the rail-
way bridgebrid ad whence in colocoincompanypany with mr
lowe of christs he coached down to
BaltsBaitsbitebito in returning mrar goldie took
the fourth oar dedeputing spencer to coachceaph
up to the railway bridge

the oxfords kept in training on the isis
the river continued very much swollen of
late days an immense body of water hav-
ing comocome down during a portion of the
time the president hadbad his crew out for
practice notwithstanding mr awdry at
one time occupying mrHr Armist eads place
that gentleman suffering from a very
severe cold and mr giles being returned
terntorntemporarily to no 3 oar the crew rowed
over the shortwort coursecourso to and back
being coached from horbackhorseback by the
treasurer mr banks A very decided
improvement was evident both in their
tche and swing at the very latest days of
their practice

the crowd ofspectators of thetho race to-
day was small compared to those of other
seasons though the river vannvank was well
lined with people along the whole course
and considerable enthusiasm was mani-
fested by thothe respective admirersadmireis of the
two crews

the day continued unfavorable both to
spectators and contestants to the circu-
lation of the report of a postponement
perhaps psas much as to the inclemency of
the weather was ditoduo the fact that the num-
ber off the spectators was very inmeagreea re in
comparison with the crowds which thothe
rowinrowing match usually attracts to the shore
of the thames neverthelessNevert heleas there were
many thousands ofot people assembledassembledblod along
the land line of the course who maintained
theirthein enthusiasm despite the unfavorable
surroundings audand cheered Itislustilytily as tthe
varying events of thetherace seemed to change
the probabilities of its issue

the oxford and cambridge moumop started
for the raceraco despite the continued preva-
lence of the storm and the doncontesttest which
resultedr altea in a victory for the cambridge
crew was terminated by two in the
afternoon
at the hour of starting thetho snow was salil

falling heavily aadand the water of the thames
rough and lumpy but the boats drew into
the stream promptly and wrewerew re greeted with
rounds ot cheer from althar bank

the oxford boat hadbad the ladiad1 ad at the start
but kept it for loss than half a milemlle the
light blues coming up and going ahead at
bishops creek

the next mile was a steady pullpuli by both
crews cambridge0 keeping a slight addanadvan-
tage

opposite theme soap works the oxford
spurted and reached the side ofor cambridge
tonvonW a short 01distance the boats were head
and headhoad butut cambridge soon slibilslightly9atly inin

crecreasedased its stroke and passed hammer-
smith bridge a length in advance

this advantage was kept until the boats
came to what lais known as corney reach
where the water was found to be very
lumpy and the oxfordsOxfords superb rowing
and fine gained splendidly
upon their rivals cambridge was badly
steered through the reach past chiswickk

but directly afterwards answered
well to thehe call of goldie with a spurt of
their thirty seven strokes per minute

thence to the barnes railwayballway bridge the
struggle between the contending crewscrows waswag
a series of severe and continuous spur tings
during which oxford reached as high as
forty two strokes per minute cambridge
bohoweverwever continued to lead and finished
in good style passing the ship at mortlakemorblakeMortlake
one length aandad a hallhali ahead

the timo of thetho race Is in dispute one
report gives iticatat 1481 and another at
21 in

the storm continued from the starlstark to
the close ortheof the race snow coming down
heavily during thetho rowing time

tiretiro
mearfear anner caurscourse arearAT ffe W n by
1860 cam putney to 26 A irthilieili ei ox putney to 27
ism ox iputney to 40
1863 ox mortlakemorblake to putney 21 65

ox Pputneyatney to
1865 Ox PUPutneyaney to M
1860 ox Pputney to morblakemortlake 25 48 ils
1867 ox PPutneyatney to 39 I1 lfrthfth
1868 Ox PPutneyatney totd mortlakemorblakeMort lake 20 abstbs

oxOZ putney to morblakemortlake 20 20
1870 am Putney to Mortmortlakemorblakelake 20 bof
1871 0 m putney to 9
18721873 oam putney to mort take 2110 1 46

disputed
A universityy race ininthethe year four

and 6a half muesmiles was rowed in twenty one
minutes and five seconds new yoriyork
herald

national Ddebtebo ofcf orentoreale irlibritaintain
for the first time in the history of the

world I11 angland takes her place second in
the list of indebted nations recent
european events have placed france at the
head of thothe list with an indebtedness soBO

great that only an approximate amount is
given with the otherothen statistics

for that afterafler france comes engbag
land and a return issued last year states
that the total capital of the funded and

debt of the united kingdom
amounts to

the origin of the british national debt is
traced as follows some two centuries ago
the necessities of the nation required ad-
vances to cover incidental ex pences that
the annual revenue waswasi inadequate to meet
and the goldsmiths of those days eaher
of their own will or of compulsion met
tiletiie demands thus created it was in the
year 1664 that national securities bearing
interest were first negotiated and eight
years later the second charlescharies of england
broke the national faith by declaring that
a sum of RG principal and its interest
could novnot be paid twenty yearsyeara later
however thetho interest of this debt was
paid anhana in 16991609 an act of the english par-
liament was passed allowing a permanent
interest on it at the rate of three per cent
per annum the principal above alluded
to now forms a portion of the british jundiund
ed debt and in point of fact was its origin
the temptation thus suggested of using
national savings for defraying pressingng
public expenses was not avoided and con-
sequently in succeeding reigns reareachingchingebing
down to this present time the chancelChantelchancellorslors
of the british exchequer did not hesitate
to issue loansloais required to cover the cost of
wars and other causes of expenditure that
the annual ierevenue failed to0 providelovide for
in Georgetgeorge thebe thirds reirelreigngb irp the greater
portion of the national dept of Ggreatreat
britain was incurred and it is only withwilb
inalnain a comparatively recent period that any
leally efficacious method has been devised
to decrease it

served neyher night
the following incident in of milenille

aimee the opera gouffe prima donna Isia
related by a united states officer who
vouches for its truth

in isca mile almeeaimee was playing a suessuch
engagement atrioat rio jeniero south

america among her many aadmirers
was a wealthy planter who resided some
distance from the city who had bestowed
many costly presents upon his ehcharmerarmer
andnd received many a shower of aimeealmeeI1s
smilesmiles in return one day while outbut shop-
ping her eyes encountered a magnificent
diamond necklace this she bantered her
adorer to present her with which liehe prom-
ised her to do but ionon inquiring the price
and findingf it to be milreis nearlydearly

he concluded it too costly and so
informed the mile at the same time tell-
ingin her that hobe bad offered the jeweler

milreismil reas which hebe was willing to pay
but the jeweler refused to sell at griat price
almeeaimee being determined to have thetile jewel
visited the owner and explainedexplainsd the situ-
ation at tilethe samobame timotime paying him 2000

2240 with instructions to the
merchant to let the planter have it on pay-
ing the other on hh next visit
aimee coaxed him tto make one more trial
to obtain for her the much coveted neck-
lace he did so and secured it but just as
he was leaving thethu store a confidential
friend entered to whom hebe snowed thetho
costly prespresentent at tho samosimos time telling hlibhim

who it waswaa for his friend persuaded him
to take the necklace home to his wife who
loved and cared fordor him instead of bestow-
ing it on one who caledcarea nothing for him
he did soao and mile aimeealmee lost her 02240
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cumulative VOTING

NEW yorkYOEK march 1872
to taictae editor of the daily witness

what Isia minority or cumulative suffrage
I1 have asked at least a dozendozen intelligent
persons without getting any clue will
you Ppleaseeaseeaso give a short clear statement
andd oblige perhaps MANY

this device to secure representation for
minorities was first suggested if we mis-
take not bybs mr disraeli some years ago
when I1inn opposition and first embodied in
the ededucationbetion act of the gladstone ad-
ministration it isia now attempted to be
introduced into the city of newnow york and
its merits are warmly canvassed on both
sidesbides of the atlantic

the theory of all representative institu-
tions is that the majority should rule and
cumulative voting does not directly con-
travene that theory it ohlyonly asks that mi-
noritiesnori ties should have their fair share of
representatives who though they cannot
carryvarry measures should have an opportu-
nity of being heardbeard upon them practical-
ly this has been the case under the present
system inasmuch as constituencies have
been foundlound to return representatives of
almost every shade otof political opinion but
inalnain any glyengiyenn electoral district even though
it should return several members the
minority has no chance of sending even
one of them on the present plan and it
I1las for such districts the cumulative
plan is devised suppose for ins-
tance that a countcountrypy containing twelve
hundred votes returns three members
and has a majority of two thirds or on
one side of politics these casting each
three votes would make 24002100 votes or
1200 for each of two members whilst the
minorityty of by giving all their three
121200 vvotesotes to one mauman could make sure

if thetho majority attempt-
ed to elect allali three the minority could
place their candidate at thetho head of the
poll where there are only two parties
this plan might work well enough but
where as in the case of the school act iuin
england there are several parties in each
constituency the minorities vahenwhen com-
bined may become a majority as has
occurred in birmingham

where a constituency is divided into a
variety of parties as isia the case in that city
with roandregardrezard to the education question it is
difficultdlinn to calculate beforehand the num-
ber of representatives that each party or
combination of parties can elect and it the
majority divide their votes among too
many they allow the various minorities
each to elect their man or men and so find
themselves in a minority upon thetho
whole

there Isia one advantage in party govern
ment as compared with all kinds of chali
eions or mixed governments namely that
the party in power must bear the respon-
sibilitylity of its measures and appointments
there can in that case bobe non suchhuch shirking
of responsibility as occurred in the recenrecentt
vast robberies initt this city when each party
blamed the other on account of the mixed
character odtheof the board appointed to prevent
robbery

cumulative voting would also greatly
complicate the calculations of politicians
so that the mottmost astute would get the
advantage and it would increase the diffi-
culty of counting votes or detecting frauds
it is impossible indeed to tell beforehand
precipreciselysely what its good or evil effectsoffsets
mightt turn out to be asaa compared with
the presentresent system but it is to say the
least doubtful if it would be an improve-
ment bewnew york

THE frelingfeeling IN Ferenosarncie SoSOCIETYcletyairTy A
paris letter says it must be said to tho
credit of french society that it has never
been so sad as it is now among inmy ownowa
acquaintances which is very large I11 have
not heard orof a single ball given this winter
here and there some few young girls have
a gausausauternesautsanttetieterie there araare a fewdrw ballsbails given in the
american colony which has become PSa
brilliant as it ever was but in french soci-
ety dinners alethe only entertainment per-
mitted in the present mood ofpulsPails I1 hearbear
that even in colleges and schools the tone
of the boys has become more serious we
have been spared this year the usual
promenade of the boeuf gras on the boule-
vards with his ridiculous cortege of dauida
0offkknightsnights otof gods and goddesses very
few masks were sesecirelmoneimonon the mardimafdi otasgras
and the maskedmarked balls of the opera have
been entirely given up to the lowest rab-
ble with all their elasticity the french
men feel their defeat much more keenly
than the Austaustriansaustnriansnans did theirs after
it must be said alsoaiso that the uncertainty
of the future is added to the sufferings of
the past atiali minds are preoccupied with the
dangers of our so called republic without
republicans with the internationalsale which
isis stillstilI1 groping in the dark with the

fc conspiracies with the 1

difficulties of the situation

an iron will a silvery voice plenty of
and a little tin are sure to meet with

caluen opinions J itaitt
3


