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THE ARLINGTON ESTATE,

Potition of Mrs, M. A. R. Lee—The Arga-
meni Yor and Against ¥er Claim,

To the Edilor of the New York Times:

As astaunch Republican; I elaim the
privilege of calling public attention to
the petition of Mrs. M. A, R. Lee, which
is now under eonsideration by the
United States Senate Committee on the
Judiciary., In this petition Mra. Lee
prays that an act may be passed by
Congress granting to her the sum of
$300,000 as com pensation for the Arling~
ton property, at present used as a na-
tional cemetery. Heretofore most per-
sons—myself among the number—-be-
lisved that this estate was owned and
exclarively controled by the late Gen.
R. E Lee; and that it was consequently
a legitimate prize for the Federal go-
vernment. The impression, however,
is now dispelled by the legal! record,
which shows that it was bequeathed to

Mre, Lee by her father in March, 1855, |

and that the will was admitted to pro
bate in the County Courtof Alexandria,
Va., during the month of December,
1857. Oun the 11th of January 1864, the
property was assessed by the United
Htates government with a direct tax of
$92 07, and subsequently sold to the
United States for a sum of £26,800, but
of this amount it  appeacs that
Mrs. I.ee has not had - a single
penny. At the time of the esale
the property was represented on
the books of the country as being valu-
ed for $34,100, The sale was he!d In
pursusnce of an act af Congress, which
all good lawyers hold to be unconstitn-
tional. The act referred to was passed
in 1862, and provided that lauds in the
insurrectionary States should be charg-
ed with taxes,and sold for nopp:yment.
At all such eales the government was
to have the privilege of buying in any

portion of the lands that might be re-

quired for military or other purposes.
ection 8 of the first article of the Con-
stitution delegates to Congress the
power of exercising exclusive jurisdic-
tion over all places purchased by eon-
rent of the Legislature of the Btate in
which the same ghall be. In the Ar-
lington case, it is needless to say thai
there was no eonsent either asked or
given. BSince then many eases of a
similar nature have been tried in the
United States Courts and the judges
have invariably decided that even in
the law of 1862, there is nothing what-
ever to compel the sale of 1,100 acres for
the payment of a sum wof equal to the
purchase money of one acre. Of ecourse,
nothing cean be done for the settlement
of Mrs. Lee’s ¢claim without the passage
of alaw byCongress,and I am quite ready
to admit that Republican iegislators
have a cvlorable pretext for not show-
ing much enthusiagm about it. But,
apart from all party consideratious,
there is really no good reason why ade-
quate eompeusation should be longer
withheld, The original owner of Ar-
lington, the late Mr. George Washing
ton Parke Custis, never anticipated
gsuch aresult when he bequeathed it to
his daughter and his grandson, George
Washington Custis Lee, and his heirs
forever. It is true that we havea heavy
national debt, and many tombstoues in
nearly every churchyard throughout
the country to bear evidence of the loss
in blood and treasure that we have sus-
tained by the rebellion; but, notwith-
standing this, I doubt very much the
propriety ol revenging ourselves upon &
woman, who, after all, may not even
have been in sympathy with the canss
which was only taken up by her hus-
band while under the erroneous im-
presgion that his native Btate had the
first claim upon his serviees., In the
present eondition of the property, I am
free to confess that it would bs very in-
convenienut for the government to re-
store it to Mrs, Lee, but this she does
not ask. Her petition is written in a
terpperate and respeetful spirit, and, if
not granted unconditionally, should at
least meet with & reésponse becoming
the dignity of a great nation, :
AN ADVOCATE OF JUSTICE.
New. York, February, 1872,
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THE OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE RE-
GATTA |

+  Lospon, MARCH 23, 1872,

The annual race between the ‘eight-oared
boats’ crews of the Oxiord and Cambridge
Universities came oft to~day over the usual
course of four miles two furlongs, from
Putney to Mortlake, on the River Thames,
and resulted in favor of the Cambridge
men., .

The morning opsned with cold and
stormy weather. Snow commenced to fall
soon after (aybreak, and wes drifting with
blindiug severi.y belorea gale ot wind by
the hour of eleyen o’¢lock in the forenoon.

 lined with

i spectators and contestants,

Tbe prevailing opinionthen was that the [ creased its stroke and passed Hammers

race would be postponed,.

The weather remained exceedingly
unfavorable at noon, and continued so at
the hour of ore o'clock in the afternoon.

1t was announced pretty generally, how-

ever, at the later moment that the race
would not be postponed, and that the crews
would be in position for the start without
reference to the discouraging aspeoct caused
by the wintry surroundings,

The betting was in favor of the Cam-
bridge erew, ranging at abeut 7 to 4 daring
the past two days,

The Oxford crew was made up
17th of February with Ormsby (bow),
Armistead, GilesMNichols n, Malan, Black,
Miteheson and Lesly (stroke); but was
subsequently reorganized and formed ac-
cording to the list which I forward to-day

The weights and collegiate class halls of
the men were recorded as follows:—

0XFORD,

The crew wentto scale previous to their
long row March 5, when their average
weight was 11 st, 134 1bs., the correct weight
of each man being as under, according to
the list farnished by.the President:—

Lbs,

Bow, J. A. Ormshy, Lincoln College............153
No 2, F. K Armisiead, Eiler Coilege.........15814
No. 3, F. . H VFavyne, St. Jonn's coliege... 180
No, 3, A. W. Nicholeon, Magdal=n Coilege.l 8%/
No. 5; E.U. Maian, Woreeswer Coliege.........i18%
Nﬂ. ﬂ' (}l Bluﬂk‘ HEW (k’lli'EE--q'IHIiiiiltnlliiiiti1hﬁ'
~no. 7, R. 3. Mitenison, Peinbroke Uoliege...175
stroBe, T. H A. Houolon, Christ Church...145
voxswaln, A.'H. Hall, Corpus (ol ege........112

Total weight of *‘the eight,’” 95 st, 10 1bs,
Average per man, 11 st, 134 1bs,
CAX BRIDGE.

on the

Lls

Bow, J, B, Closa, Jr,, FIrst MTInItY ceeieriesennes 157
Ne- -2, C. W, Benson, Third Trinity . .....cc..l58
K., M, Robinson, OBTrists ... eeeseinne. 167

No. 4, K A. A. Bpencer, Second Trinhy.,.......174
NO. 5, J. B, B: ad, FIrat Trinily .....cccsessesesninesecl 75
No. B J. B, Ciose, Sr., FIrst Trinity...coeei.. 85
No,7 E 8. L Ranadolph, Tolrd Trinity ... 108
Btrlikﬂ‘ Ja H‘.. D- Gﬂlﬂiﬂf, Te JDt'in*-"fuiﬂnun-"-m"'.'?'i'
Coxswain, C. H, Rooeris, Jo 0B ... iiessmnnsassnsee I

The Oxford men were fourteen pounds
lighter, at an average, than the Cxford’s
crew of last year,

The aggregate weight of the two crews
fraa:—{)xt‘urd,' 1,452% 1bs,; Cambridge, 1,425

bs,

Méssrs, Salter, boat builders, were ens
trusted with the building of a new craft for
the ‘*dark blue” oarsmen, while Cam-
bridge, the victors of last year and the year
before, again patronized Clasper. '

At one ofthe latest training efforts of the
Cambridge men they had comparatively
smooth weatherduring arun to Ditton, and
there was a large number of spectators to
witness the practice. The only ehange in
the constitation of the crew at that time
was that Close, Sr., took the stroke oar in-
stead of Bagga[lay. of Caius, The Presi-
denf, Mr, Goldie, steered down to the rail-
way bridge, whence, in comnpany with Mr,
Lowe, of Christ’s, he coached down to
Baitsbité, In returning Mr. Goldie took
the fourth oar, deputing Spencer to coach
up to the railway bridge. N

The Oxfords kept in training on the Isis,
The river continued very much swollen of
late days, an immense body of water hav-
ing come down during a portion of the
time, The President had his crew out for
practice notwithstanding, Mr, Awdry at
one time occupying Mr, Armistead’s place,
that gentleman suffering from a very
severe cold, and Mr. Giles being returned
temporarily to No, 3 oar. The crew rowed
over the short course to Iffley and back,
being coached from horseback by the
treasurer, Mr, Banks, A very decided
improvement was eévident both in their
time and swing at the very latest days of
their practice.

The crowd of spectaters of the race to-
day was small, compared to those of other
seasons, though the river bank was well
| ple along the whole course,
and considerable enthusiasm was mani-
fested by the respective admirers of the
two crews.

The day continued unfavorable, both to
To the circu-
lation of the report of a postpomement,
perhaps, as much as to the in¢lemency of
the weather, was due the fact that the num-
ber of the spectators was very meagre, in
comparison with the crowds which the
rowing mateh usually attracts to the shore
of the Thames, Nevertheless there were
many thousands ¢f people assembled aloog
the Jand line of the course, who maintained
their enthusiasm despite the unfavorable
surroundiogs, and cheered lustily as the
varying events of therace seemed to change
the probaLilities of its issue.

The Oxford and Cambridge men started
for the race despite the countinned preva-
lence of the storm, and the c¢ontest, which
resulted in a victory for the Cambridge
erew, was terminated by two o’clock in the
afternoon. <

At the hour of starting the snow was still
falling heavily aand the water of the Thames
rough and lumpy, but the boats drew into
the stream prom ptiy and were grected with
rounds of cheers from eithar bank.

The Oxford boat had the ] :ad at the start,
but kept it for less than hall a mile, the
light blues coming up and going ahead at
Bishop's Creek,

The next mile was a steady pall by both
crews, Cambridge keeping aslight advan-
tage,

Opposile the Soap Works the Oxford
spurted and reached the side of Cambridge.

or a short distance the boats were head

iand head, kut Cambridge soon slightly in-

porition of the national

smith Bridge a length in advance.

Thisa advantage was kept until the boats
came (o what is known as Corney Reach,
where the water was found 1o be very
lamypy, and the Oxfords’ superb rowing
and fine steersmanship gained splendidly
upon their rivals, Cambridge was badly
steered through the Reach past Chiswick
Eyot, but directly afterwards answered
well to (he call of Goldie with a spurt of
their thirty-seven strokes per minute,

Thence to the Barnes Railway Bridge the
struggle between the contending crews was
a series of severe and confinuous spurtings,
during which Oxford reached as high as
forty-two strokes perminute. Cambridge,
howaver, continued to lead, and finished
in good style, passing the ship at Mortlake
one length and a halrahead.

The time of the race is in dispute. One
report gives it at 21m. 14s8,,and another at
2lm, 53s, :

The storm continued from the start fo
the close ofthe race, snow coming down
heavily during the rowing time.

Tine,
Year. Wnner, Courge, M. & W nby
1860—Cam....Putney to Mortlake...26 — A 1'gth.
1*6l—0Ox .......Putney to Mortlake..28 27 .. 48s.
1862—0x..... ..Putney to Mortlake...24¢ 40 .. 30s,
18683—0x.... Mertlake to Putney.... 23 6 .. 42s,
1864—0x........ Putney to Mortlake...2Z148.. 23s.
1866—0x........ Putney to M rtlake..21 23 .. 13s,
1866—0x ........ Putney to Mortlake..2548 . 15s,
1867—0x........ Putney to Mortlake...22 39 .. 141'gth.
1868—0x........ Putney to Mortlake.. 20 — .. 3/’gths.
1869—0x ........ Putney to Mortlake...20 20 .. bl’gths.

1870— am.....Putney to Mortlake...20 30 .. —
1871—0 m....Putney to Mortlake...28 9!4 31'gths,
1872—=C0am.....Putney to Mortlake...2114% 1!

*Disputed.

- A University race in the year 1846 of four
and a half miles, was rowed in twenty-one
minutes and five seconds.—New York
Herald.

i
National Debt of Grent Britain,

For the first time in the history of the
world, ! ngland takes her place second in
the list of indebted nations. Recent
European events have placed France at the
head of the list, with an indebtedness 80
great that only an approximateée amount is
at the present given with the other statistics
for that country. After I'rance comes Eng~
land, and a return issued last year states
that the total capital of the funded and un-
funded debt of the United Xingdom

| amounts to $6,678,001,185,

The origin of the British national debt is
traced as follows: Some two centuries ago
the necessities of the nation required ad-
vances to cover incidental expences, that
the annual revenue was inadequate to meet
and the *“Goldsmiths’ of those days, either
of their owa will or of comipulsion, met
the demands thus created, It was in the

ear 1664 that national securities bearing
nterest were first negotiated; and eight
ivjﬂaa-.ra later, the second Charles of England

roke the national faith, by declaring that
a sum of §6 640,000 prinelpal and its interest
could no: be paid. Twenty years later,
however, the iuterest of this debt was
paid, and in 1699 an act of the English Par-
liament was passed allowing a permanent
interest on if, at the rate of three per cent
per annum. The principal above alluded
tonow forms a portion of the British fand-
ed debt, and in point of fact was its origin,
The temptation thus suggested of using
national savings for defraying pressing
public expenses was not avoided and con-
sequently in succeeding reigns—reaching
down to this present time—the Chancellors
of the British Exchequer did not hesitate
to issue loans required to cover the cost of
wars and other causes of expenditure that
the annual revenne failed to provide for,
In Georgethe Third's reigh, the greater
dept of Great
Britain was ineurred, and itis only with-
in a comparatively recent period that any
1eally efficacious method has been devised
to decrease it.

i

Served Iler Right,

The following incident in thelife of Mlle.
Aimee, the opera boufle prima donna, is
related by a United States officer, who
vouches for its truth:

In 1869 Mlle. Aimeoe was playing a sues
cessful engagemeut at Rio Jeniero, South
America, Among her many admirers
was a wealthy planter, who resided some
distance from the city, who had bestowed
many costly presents upon bis charmer,
and received many a shower of Aimee’s
smiles In retarn. One day, while out shop-
ping, her eyes encountered a magnificent
diamond necklace, 'This she bantered her
adorer to present her with, which he prom-
ised her todo, but on'inquiring the price
and finding itto be 7,000 milreas—nearly
$38,000—he concluded it too costly, and so
informed the Mlle,, at the same time teli-
ing bher that be bad offered the jeweler
5,000 milreas, which he was willing to pay,
but the jeweler refused to sell at that price.
Aimee being determined to havethe jewel,
visited the owner and explained the situ-
ation, atthe same time paying him 2 000
milreas ($2,240), with instructions to the
merchant to let the planter have it on pay-
ing the other §5,000, On his next visit,
Ajmes coaxed him to make one more trial
to obtain for her the mueh coveted neck-
lace. He did so, and secured it, but juss as
he was leaving the store, a confidential
friend entered, to whom be siowed the
costly present, atthe same time telling him

h.

who it was for, His frlend persuaded him
to take the necklace home to his wife, who
loved and cared for him, instead of bestow -
ing it on one who cared nothing for him,
He did 8o, and Mlle. Aimee lﬂﬂzghﬂr $2,240,
—Jhurel’s Musical Visilor.
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CUMULATIVE VOTING.

NeEw YORK, March, 1872,
To the Editor of the Daily Witness:

What is minority or camulative suffrage?
I bave asked at least a dozen intelligent
persons without getting any clue. ill
you please give a short, clear statement,
and oblige (perhaps) MANY.

This device to secure representation for
minorities was firat suggested, if we mis-
takenot, by Mr., Disraeli, some vears ago,
when in opposition; and first embodied in
the Education Act of the Gladstone Ad-
ministration. It is now attempted to be
introduced into the city of New York, and
its merits are warmly canvassed on both
sides of the Atlantic.

The theory of all representatlve instifu-
tions is, that the majority should rule, and
camulative voting does not directly con-
travene that theory; it omly asks that mi-
norities shonuld have their fair share of
representatives, who, though they cannot
carry measures, should have an opportu-
nity of being beard upon them. Practical-
ly this has been the case under the present
system, inasmnch as constituencies have
been found to returu representatives of
almost every shade of political opinion; but
inany given electoral district, even though
it should return several members, the
minority has no chance of sending even
one of them on the present plan; and it
is for such districts the cuamulative
plan jis devised. Suppose, for ins-
tance, that a coundsy containing twelve
hundred votes returns three members,
and has a majority of two-thirds, or 800, on
one gide of politics, These, casting each
three votes, would make 2400 votes, or
1,200 for each of two members, whilst the
minority of 400, by giving all their three
(1,200) votes to one man, could make sure
of returning him, - If the majority attem pt-
ed to elect all three, the minority could
place their candidate at the head of the
poll: Where there are only two parties,
this plan might work well enough; but
where, as in the case of the School Act in
Fuogland, there are several parties in each
¢onstituency, the minorities, when com-
bined, may become a majority, as has
ocearred in Birmingham.

Where a constituency is divided into a
variety of parties, as is the case in that cily
with regard to the Education yuestion, it is
difficult to ealculate beforeband the num-
ber of representatives that each party or
combination of parties can elect; and it the
majority divide their votes among . too
many, they allew the various minorities
each to elect their man or men, and so find
themselves in a minority upon the

There is one advantage in party governs
ment, as compared with all kinds of coali-
tions or mixed governments; namely, that
the party in power must bear the respon.
gibility of its measures and appointments,
There can, in that case, be no such shirking

of responsibility as occurred in the recent

vast robberles in this city, when each party
blamed the other, on account of the rnixed
character of the Board appointed to prevent
robbery.

Camulative voting would also greatly
complicate the calculations of politicians,
so that the most astute would get the
advantage; and it would increase the diffi-
culty of counting votes or detecting frauds,
It is impossible, indeed, to tell beforeband
precisely what its good or evil effects
might tarn out to be, as compared with
the present system; but it is, to say the
least, doubtful if it would be an improve-
ment.—New York Witness,

e

THE FEELING IN I'RENCH SOOIETY.—A
Paris letter says: It must be said, to the
credit of French society, that it has never
been s0 sad as it is now, Among my own
acquaintances, which is very large, I have
not heard of a single ball given this winter,
Here and there some few young girls have
a saulerie; there are a few balls given in the
American colony, which Lhas become #s
brilliant as it ever was; but in French soeci«
ety dinners arethe only entertainment per-
mitted in the present mood of Paais. I hear
that even in colleges and schools the tone
of the boys has become more serious. We
have been spared this year the usual
promenade of the beewf gras on the boule-
vards, with his ridicalous cortege of druids,
of knights, of gods and goddesses; very
few masks were seer on the mardi gras,
and the masked balls of the Opera bave
been entirely given up to the lowest rab-
ble. With all their elaeticity, the French«
men feel their defeat much more keenly
than the Austrians did theirs after Sadowa,
It must be said, also, that the uneartainty
of the future is added to the sufferings of
the past; all minds are preoccupied with the
dangers of our 80 called republic without
republieans, with the Internationale, which
is still gmpl’ng in the dark, with the Bona-
partist conspiracies, with the finapei-l
dificulties of the situation. ,

—-

An iron will, a gsilvery voice, plenty of
brass and a little tin are sure to meet with

g lden opinions.~Judy.



