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* Itisunderstood that two- colored | tle,he won the henrts of all lie camn! President Spry, accompanied by a

People were found who hiad informa- | in contact wlth, and was especially

tlon_ regarding  the murder and
urinl of a “Mormon®” Elder, and
the subsequent removal of the
fromthe place where it was origi-
Dally interred. It is not lmprobable
that the searchers were aided from
that quarter in making the dis-
covery, but, of course, details arc
not at hand, but soon willbe. It is
therefore needless to indulge in con-
Jectures.

A somewhat singular incident
onnected with this sad tragedy is
hat a young missionary named
Haslam, laboring in Indian Terri-

ry, dreamed n considerable time
8ince that he saw Elder Richards
urdered, the manner in which it
Was done, the locality—in the vi-
Cinity of Meridinn—together with
B number of details connected

With the sorrounding country.
¢ are informed that many
of the objects deseribed by

Elder Haslam, as having been secn

¥ him in his dream, have been
found to he eorrect, notwithstand-
lng that he had never Leen withina
t,h:;‘llzmnd miles of Meridian.

e sympathy for the family of
Eider Rich‘:)lanls has been deep ﬂnd
Wideapread nmong the Saints. The

scovery of the body of our mur-
dered brother stirs this sentlinent
Into renewed activity.  Seeing
Brother Richiards hns been foully
:ﬂunlcrcd, it is well that the fact has
‘en placed beyond a doubt, as it re-
Lieven his devoted wife, his father-
leas  children and  his  many
friends from the strain of sus-
nse umter whigh they have
®en for the greater part of
% yenr. There is also some conso-
Iatiou tn the fact that his Doy is to
lnid in the ground eontiguous to
the home hie 8o nuch cherished in
life. Having also dled at the post
of aaored duty, there remains no
Bhailow of doubt in relntion to the
%i’tcl);‘ious character of his eternal des-

The following communication,
¥ritten by Klder John Morgan,
Ilative to the death of Klder Rich-
’;:ti_s, will e read with mueh jnter.

Owing to the genural interest
taken Ly the Saints in the mystery
%’rl'oundiug the disappeatance of

ler Alma P. Richards, it has
£l 0 thought prudent to give

'rough your eolumns. a detailed
iecount of the main incidents con-
Nected therewith.
i ¢ reporte 1 for duty asa truvel-
ng Elder at the headqunrters of the

uthern Status Mismsion in No-
:}:ﬁmller, 1887, and war assigned to
: © Missisaippi Conference, to travel
s" Jasper County, Missiesippi, and

Umpter  lounty, A labama, which be-
Ungod in the Mississippi Conference.
iule and his traveling companions
wlmmd asgiduously in this field,
- th varying success. during
i"’ Winter of 1887 and 1888, malk-
r'r‘lg‘ & few converts apd many
e tnds, with the usual number of
!llemles who aspring up around an
Wdel"ﬂ pathway. Klder Richards
n ] bossessed of n social disposition,

0d readify made friends wherever

¢ went; confiding, frank and gen-

body |

A tavorite with the Saints, who
placed the utmost confidence in him
and relied implicitly on cvery state- |
ment he made.

In June of 1888, his Lrnvcling‘
companion, Elder Harmon, was re-
lensed to return home. which left
Elder Richards alone, but with the
prospect in the mear future of a
compaoion to tike Klder Harmon’s
ilace. Owing to the demand for

ilders, it was found impoesible to
supply - the vacancy at once,
and Elder Richards was coun-
seled by President Spry to con-
tinue bhis Iabors and report
through the preaident of the confer-
e¢nce to the office at Chattanooga
regularly. In the latter part of
Jumpe he left Sumter County, Aln,,
to viglt the Baints in Mississippi—
with the promise to return and take
dinner ng Brother Odums, on the!
5th of August, the anniverrary of
the latter’s birthudny. Visiting the
Baints in Mississippi occupied his
time during July. All the Saints
that he came in contact with testi-
fled to his Joyous and jubilant
feelings. -

His letters to his wife and parents
were full of encouragemwont and
good ndvice, and bore evidence of
the spirit that netunted him In hia
labors. On the night of July 3lst
he stayed at Bister ‘T'ucker’s, in Jas-
per County, Miss., going from there
to Brother Kenp?’s, a distance of 17
miles, in the direcctlon Meridian,
Miss,, en route to Brother Odums,
to nmiake the promised visit. Leav-
ing Brother Komp’s on the morn-
hig of August 1st in fine spirits, he
folowed the main-traveled road to-
ward Enterprise, on the lloe of the
New Orleans & Northeastern Radi-
way, stopping at a colered man’s
house to get a drink. and wash his
face and hands, doubitless to allevi-
ate the fatigue caused by the ex-
treme hent,then prevalent. As was
his custom. he frankly stated who
tre was, where he was from uwod his
destinntion. From thence he evi-
dently made his way to the town of
Enterprise, and was seen standing
on the platform eof the depot. The
next trace we have of him, he
stBPpe(l into the door of the Rags
danle Hotel at Meridian, on the
morning of- Aug. 2, hetween day-
light and sunrise, and handed n
package containing his  Bible.
hymn book, two photaogmﬁhs, and a
clean shirt, to A. D. Blank, the col-
ored porter, with the request to re-
tain them for a couple of weeks and
he would call for them. Here all
trace of him disappeared.

Brother Odum lucked in vain for
hia arrival, and within abrief period
the P’resident of the conference re-
ported his disappearance to the
oftice at Chattanoogn. {*rompt steps
were taken to ascertnin his where-
abouts, by President S8pry. The
Saints were corresponded with and
Elders notifield to make inquiry in |
every direction,but no tidings what-
ever counld be obtained. The first
Haturday and Bunday in Noveinber,
a conference was held in Bumter
County, Alabama. of the Mississip- |
pi Baints, and traveliig Elders.
After the close of the conference, |

|mob was svon organized.

number of Eldera went to Meridian.
Enfortunately they arrived there
on the day of the Iresidential
election; the city was full of
people, considerable politicale xcite-
ment prevailed and the ¢rowd were
more or less under the influence of
liguor. The sudden appeargnee of
80 many strangers and their move-
ments started the rumeor that they
were Northern epics, ent in to report
the methods of Southern elections.
The ecrowd became excited and a
The in-
formation imparted by the Elders,
that they were ‘“‘Mormons,”’ only
added fuel to the finmeand (n a few
moments a wild, ernzy mol of five
hundred men were howling around
the Lrethren. Chiefof Police Hugh
Wilson cnme to their rescue, and
ealling a sufficient force ot'(})olice,
with drawn revolvers hel the
crowd at bay, standing nobly up in
defense of the lives and persona of
the brethren. Under the protection
of the police the Elders met at the
depot and together took the train to
quieter and safer sectlons of the
country.

During the excitement of the mob
the colored i*orter Blank, mistaking
Elder Ruby for Elder Rictiards,there
being some resemblanes, handed him
the package of books left with him
by the latter and made n brief
staternent of how he eame in pos-
session of them.

After leaving Meridan two ef the
Elders were detailed to look up the
matter. but their Inbors resulted in
very little additionnl infonnation,
principally owing to the fact that
publi¢ sentiment was so worked up
on the question of “Mormonism,”?
that it was unpsafe for an Elder to
be seen in that portion of the Btate,

In January President Woodruff
appelnted Elders 8. B. Young,John
Morganand Wm. SBpry a committee
to endeavor to find Elder Richards
deasl or alive. A detective from
Chattanoogn was eniployed and sent
to Meridian, hut fear of jeopardizin
his life, combined with natura
worthlessness, prevented him from
accomplishing anything. He made
vague, contradictory and unsatis-

| factory reports, until all confidence

was lost in him.

In April it was decided that Elder
Mormwsn, aceompanied by Brother
James Tillman, of Chattancoga,
Tennessee, should go to Meridian
and see what could be done. On Mon-
day, May 6, we met, and reglstered
1t the Bt. Charles Hotel, Meridian,
Elder M. under the assumed name
of Jns. Hirchi.  After consulting to-
rether we secured a room and went
systematically to work: visited the
section of country along Elder
Richards’ supposud route of travel
after leaving Meridan, and earefully
genrehed every suspicions nook and
corner, in hopes of finding some
evidence of his mutder. The county
coroner, Mr. Simpson, was visited,
apd from him it was learned that
no unidentificl body had been
buried in the county during the
past year. The records of the
chancery court were searched,think-
ing it pos ible that he might have lost
his miod and been assigued. to an
asylum. The asylum was also



