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LUCKY BALDWIN

los ANGELES CAL may 26 1893 his
farm is worth

it contains more than acres
every foot of it is almost as rich as

the valley of the nile and some of it
produces a fair interest on per
acre

I1 refer to the magnificent estate of
lucky baldwin which lies about

seventeen miles from los angeles and
which takes in the cream of the san
gabriel valley there is no land inin the
world so rich as this country about los
angeles lying right under the shadow
of the sierra madre mountainsmountain it is so
located that it can be well irrigated
and from five to twenty acres make a
farm land about here sells for
and upward per acre and improved
property planted with oranges often
brings as much as 1000 and upward
I1 can give you no idea of the product-
iveness of the soil I1 have seen trees
ao50 feet high which were less than a
dozen years old and you can grow a
forest here in a decade I1 drove yester-
day through mile a ter mile of orange
provesgroves lemon trees and orchards of
english walnuts and I1 saw oranges ontrees which were only two years old and
fleat crops being raised on trees be-
tween four and five years

one tract of six acres of oranges pro-
duced last year sixsix hundred boxeswhich sold for 1200 making a net pro-fit to their owner of over 1000 thetrees of this orchard were only fouryears old and the owner cleared this
amount oft of six acres in a single year
another man cleared 1I1500 off of threeacres of oranges last year and I1 wastold of01 anotherknotner casecas in which six acresproducedi

20002000 worth of orangesorange inone of baldwinsbaldvinsBaldwins orchards I1 was showntreesees which netted him 1800 per acreand there are thousands of new treesbebeing
A
ing set out in all parts of this region

i
great abanyy of the orchards areplanted bybr eastern men and a greatmany of the rich men of the east havetheir homes here joseph medill of thechicagoS ago Tr bune has a winter home atpasadenafa sadena studebaker the famouswagon manmaui owns an estate which hebought from lucky baldwin and thiswhole valley is spotted with cottagesbuilt after the fashion of the seasidetheane country is a land of flowers rosesgrowrow everywhere geraniums become

lilies
wees and are grow ingin hedges callaidues are as common as dabies and I1saw a single rose bush yesterday which

wasi told contained a hundred thous-and blossoms

BALDWINSBALDWIN FARM
this will give you some idea of thisast efestatetateos lacky baldwin the soil

qafiatas rich as cuano andant as blackclaa as your
efti 11 irwillwt produce anything under the
afi

anaopd 50 acres of it belong to this
reSL 18 five acres of land in thisrevon
thistm efte

ul supportaport a family well and
faminefamilies ate pt to support
manm whstillti itt belongs to but one
metabihim

at ind of a man is he I1

surround Jestyesterdayerday he was seated
underSTthe

e by fountains and flowers
ful1

trees8 whichh shade theground
lean Tstraightsurroundingding his cottage A

thin lacedaced old man withsilkyy white hahair fromstanding out under a white strastraw hat and the keenestof hazel eyes looking out from undereyebrows of gray his florid faceface wassmooth shaven wishwih the exception of the

upper lip upon which a silvery mustache
grew he looked more like a seedy
unsuccessful business man whose best
days have gone by rather man a pros
berous millionaire and I1 have seen this
type here and there over the world in
club rooms and at the head f charitable
associations holding places which have
been given them for what they have
done in the past

lucky baldwin in short looked en-
tirely different from the man I1 expected
to see he is not extraordinary inin any
of his features but behind his plain faceace
I1 am told exists one of the brightest
business brains in the country and
his little beadlike eyes can see further
into a big sspeculationemulationecula tion for a profitable inin-
vestment tanthan those of any other man
inin california he came to california
comparatively poor and began life in
san francisco as the keeper of a livery
stable from the keeping otof horses he
went to the selling of groceries and I1
understand that he got a lot of stock inin
different mines in the settlement of his
bills he carefully filed the certificates
of this stock away and awaited develop
ments he has always been fond of the
theater and he got the idea that he
might make a fortune by going over to
japan and bringing a japanese troop
back to the united states he did so
but before he left he gathered up kishis
mining stocks and putut them away inin
one otof the banks ifehe was gone several
months when he returned he found
that the comstock lode had been dis-
covered and that the mining stock that
he had in this was worth considerable
over a million his other stocks had
become valuable and he landed in
america so the story goes a million-
aire

I1 dont know how his japanese show
turned out but I1 am told that he took
them about over the country and I1
doubt not he made money out of them
he made more money by reinvestingsfin
this fortune and he is now said to beb
worth from fifteen to twenty million
dollars he owns these vast ranches in
southern california a hotel at lake
tahoe the baldwin theater and hotel ininsan francisco and two or three valuable
Xgoldold mines one of his gold mines
that he has held for years has just been
reopened lucky baldwin wasas paying
no attention to it until he loundfound the
other day that some outsiders hhadad gotten
inin and were 0openingpeni g it up on ththeir own
accoaccount they bad taken out 1 I 1000
worth of ore before hebe discoveredrediscovered them
and he now proposes to work this with
the most improved machinery for all it
is worth

LUCKY BALDWIN AS A LANDLORD

lucky baldwin is said to know how
to run a hotel I1 cannot speak from
personal experience as I1 have never
stopped at any of his houses while at
san francisdo I1 lived at the palace
which is the biggest hotel the finest
hotel and by all odds the worst man-
aged hotel in the united states lucky
baldwinsbaldvinsBald wins friends say that theluckybalbald-
win is better managed I1 dont know
but I1 do know soniesomething about his
methods he runs the thing as a mon-
opoly and he dont propose to be
fleeced by anybody not longanolong ago he
found he was paying 2000 per month
for gas he put in his own gas works
and now sells enough gas to give him
his own light free and to bring him in
soo per month in addition it was the

same with electricity and about the

same with his water he was gettingetting
hibig water from the water company and

ang
one month a bill was brought in for a
thousand dollars water rent he paid
the bill but at once again put down
artesian wells these cost him only
15001500 and he saved just a thousand
dollars per month in that way at hisha
ranch here he makes all the butter used
at his hotel and his dairies turn out
2000 pounds a week of what they call
hedgedGiGiltedged butter all the vegetables

used at his doielhoi el come from his farms
anand he manages everything on business
principlescaples

HOW BALDWIN BOUGHT A RANCH

I1 heard today the story of baldwinsbaldvinsBald wins
purchase of one of his ranches it be-
longed to a wholesale grocer in los
angeles and baldwin was anxious to
get hold of it he came to the grocer
and asked him his price the grocer
replied that he could have it for
baldwin said that this was too much and
that he could not give more than ISO

well you cant have it said tap
grocer and baldwin went away Hafe
waited a few days and hearing ciothantitti
further he then became anxious ana I1

sent around word that he would gilgiver
for it the price is now
was the betlyreply the land is

growing more kaluavaluableae and is bound to
rise along baldwin hemmed aaa
hawedcawed at this he said he would not
pay and he went away A lewfew
days later he came around and said he
would take ift at whereupon
the man said the price had again risen
and that the price was now
baldwin howeverhowevec hadbad decided to take
it at any price thisahls time and he brought
with him a check for 50 he laid
this down on the table and accepted the
mans offer it cost him just a
week for waiting at the rate be
bought the land cost him just about 30
per acre it isis now worth from to
idoo1000 per acre and he has made
millions out of it

HOW BALDWIN DOES BUSINESS

baldwin has I1 am told a great deal
I1 I1

of nerve in bobusinesssiness matters he hangs
on like a baI1

dog and if he has a piece
of property which he thinks will eventeventu-
ally pay you cant get it from him dtill
youu give him his price he has Phistst9beenten offered I1 am told a millionquillio I1 i I1

hundred thousand dollars for onen ofafitf
ranches this isis the la puentebente Mranchtai
and the price is an average of abeldt 1

loo per acre A colorado syndicate it
talking of buying it if it is not asol V

baldwin will spend 25 in pipiwater over it and will thus makek
worth about oo00 per acre whenwhennena
built the hotel baldwin in san Fr
hebe could not purchase the aroungroundn ht
wanted the result was that he laleadedbd
it for twenty years and put builds1
worth two millions and a half afion it
has I1 am told recently bought
ground papayingin three quarters 01

million foritforit ahehe makes here on
vineyard a great part of the wines astiusei
at his hotel he has gallonsgallon
winewine and gallons of arandbrandy in his
vaults here on his ranch this I1brandyrttdis from three to twenty years old aag
some of it is certainly very fine ft
take one hundred tenants to managelap
the different parts of his farm atioand ae
has more than ffourour thousand headbiad ofdf
cattle on it

his stock is largely made upip1 of de-
vons and durhams and his dalrydairy is said


