THE DESERET WEEKLY.

= ey | Dy A

623

| e g=m

FROM THE MISSIONARY FIELDS.

Conllict Between Delly and Self.

St. Louls, Missouri,
October 10, 188.

might devote to bullding up a com-
fortable home.”

Then duty reminded me the promise

It l¢ now nearly two years 8ince I of our Savlor wherein Fe says, If you

bade
kindred, friends and associates, and|

though fond emotion bade me stay, still
over and above all such blddilng came
that stlll small voice whispering In my
ear, pointing out the line of duty, which
line lead away from all that was near
and dear to me on earth.

Duty pointed away from all these at-'
tractions of my dear, old mountaln,
home, and demanded a sacrifice at my
hand, and with what might seem cruel,
stern, unfeeling firmness would listen to,
no compromise; but insisted on enforc-
ing her demands against al the plead-!
jngs of desire against all the pleadings,
of fond emotlon. Thus the volce of de-|
glre was sllenced, and duty's cornrnandsI
obeyed; and now I am made to feel,
as never before, the truth in the fol- |
lowing:

“Necegsity whom long I dreamed my!
Loe,
Thou cold unsmiling hard visaged
dame,
Now I no longer see thy face, I know
Thou we'rt my best friend beyond re-
proach or blame.
7y best achlevements and the fairest
filghts

Of my winged fancy were inspired by

thee;
“Thy stern volce stirred me to the moun-
taln helghts—

Thy importunings bade me do and be,

“RBut for thy breath, the spark of 1ljv-
ing fire
Within me might
out at length;
But for thy lash which would not let
me tire,
I never should have measured my own
strength,

“HBut for thy ofttlmes merclless con-

have smouldered

rol
Upon my life which nerved me past

despair,
I never would have dug deep In my
roul
And found the mine of treasure hid-
den there.”
I have discovered that within me

there are,asz It were, two persons, L. e,
I and myselfl. Perhaps some of my
puplis remember reading the story of
“The Fow! on the Larder Shell,” where
the dog Is made to say *'I did not take
it, not I, but that naughty mysell,
when I was not looking, stole up to the
sheif.’” Those who remember reading
this wil know at once what I mean.

Whenever there sems to be a con-
flict between duty and desire, I am al-
ways found on the slde of duty; and
here let me remind the boys and girls
that duty is always on the right side—
the Lord's side. How many have heard
Brother Goddard sing "“Who's on the
Lord's Side,” etc. Duty fs always on
the Lord’s sidg but that naughty myselt
often sieals up to the shelf and takes
sjdes with desire, and somtlmes by such
an alliance duty and I are overcome
and made to yield to the wishes of
desire and myseif,

In the case of my leaving home and
all that wasnear and dear to me, there
was just such & confilct. Duty and I
rajd “Go, 'tis God who calls you there.”
Desire and my=elf said, “You had better
stay at home and enjoy vourself; look
how much money you can earn in two
or three years. Think how comfortably
you can llve at home, and how many
hardshlps and Indignitles you would
have to endure out in the misslon field!
Think how much time and money It will
¢cost you, which tilme and means you

| to rejoice over thils glorious

i Individuals,

a fond farewell to loved ones,| will seek first the kingdom of God all

these other comforts and temporal nec-
espltles shall be added In such rich
abundance, that we shall not have
room to contaln It, yea, more, much
more. He has promised eternal life,
Joy and happlness, beyond our power
to imagine, to endure fhroughout the
endless ages of aternity, to all who wilit
yvield obedience to his laws. “What
doth It profit though a man galn the
whole world and loze hls own soul?”
What are the transient passing pleas-
ures of this life—a few brief moments
compared with the true and lasting
joys and happlness throughout eternal
ages!

Thus the conflict went on until deslre
and myself were made to surrender to
the most flrm, unyleldlng terms; no
compromise but an unconditional sur-
render. Since then I have often felt
victory
of duty and I over desire and myselfl.
The power and strength developed In
this conflict has often come to my ald
since that time.

I find that true and genuine happi-
ness is found only along the lines of
duty and that the trouble, sorrows and
sins of thls world result from our own
fallure to govern our Impulsive pas-
=ions and desires. Solomon very wise-
ly says, "He that ruleth his spirit Is
mightler than he that taketh a city.”
like nations, find thelr
greatest epemles within themselves.
Rome became so great and powerful
that she feared mo nation on earth, nay
not even the combiped force of all
other earthly powers; yet, within her-
self arose that power which proved her
destruetion, a power which the com-
bined nations of earth had falled to
produce. Nothing but the great. ail-
governed power of Rome herself could
gain access to thls mighty center of
political power, undermine Its great
foundation and bring It to ruin, Thua
Rome fell a victim to her own sulecidal
force.

Thus from the history of natjons let
ug drasv this lesson: Earth's greatest
powers have committed suicide, The
forces which have proved their down-
tall and destruction have arisen not
from without but from within and ir
this i8 true with respect to nations, it
js not less true with the individual
Our own lll-governed impulses and de-
sires are our greatest enemies, enemies
not from without but from within.
Solomon says again, "My son,il sinners
entiee thee, congent thou not,” and we
might well add If sin entice thee, con-
sent thou not; for the enticement which
leads to sin comes from our own llj-
governed impulses and desires more
often than from the pursuasions of
others. Therefore that which ewery
hoy and girl, young man and young
woman, needs above all else is - the
power of self-control,, of self-restraint.

The greatest enemles of natlons, or
Individuals, arise from within them-
selves. The truth of this may be seen
all along the line of history. In our
own great and dreadful Civil War this
truth was shown very clearly, Indeed.
Our own dear couniry was almost
brought to ruin by this dread clvil
strife: note how that terrible confllet
sapped the vital force of this great
government, reduced her mighty pii-
lars of political and moral strength to

a conditlon from which she has
not yet tully emerged, The
baneful effects of that fatal

dralp upon her vital force silll appear

ar & blight upon this great Republie;
vet how grandly rhe has swerved all,
yeét how grandly she hag survived all.

| drafts upon her vital strnegth and to-

day stands transparent among nations—-
a beacon light to the world, fearing no
power on earth, except her own rebel-
lous force—the one great fear of indi-
viduals as well as nations.

In reviewing the present grandeur of
our nation, I have but one regret, ex-
pressed by the following:

“Of all sad words of tongue or pen,
The saddest are it might have been."

But for her own rebetlous, lll-gov-
erned force, what heights might not
have been attalped.

The ailied force of Lee and Grant, what
power dare oppose;

Destroy the band of union and they are
each other's foes—

Easy victims they become while in the
civil atrife;

A foreign foe may conquer both with-
out the Joss of Jife.”

If this is true in regard to natlons.’
it Is not less true with respect to in-
dividuals.

Were duty and desire, united hand In

hand,
It the latter would conform,
To the former's stern command,
‘What victories might be won—
What glorlous helghts attatned;
What miseries might be shuuned—
What joys and pleasures gained!

Now how can such an alliance be ef-
fected, that our forces may not become
divided and exhausted In the clvil con-
flict? How can the great friction with-
in ourselves be avolded, and perfect
unity of action established? "United we
stand, divided we fall,' applles to every
indlvidual with no less force that It did
in revolutionary days with respect to
our nature. "Every kingdom divided
against dtself {s brought to desolation,
and a house divided against a house
talleth.” What our Savior here says
of kingdoms is equally true with respect
to each of us. Then Jet ua develop this
self-denying, self-conirolling, self-re-
straining power in ourselves just as any
power, Physical, mental or spiritual, is
developed, by eXercise, and as a1 means
to this end, there is nothing more effec-
tive than contact with adversity, trib-
ulation and necessity, provided we sur-
vive all these forees. Our greatest men

are those that have grown up
through such eireumstances and
survived these most developing
forces, while the weak and

depraved are those who are overcome
by these same forces. -

"“With the wind of tribulation, God
separates on the floor of the soul, the
chaff from among the corn.” May we
survive these trying winds, and pass
not off as chaff,

Your loving Brother in theGospel,

- MAHOURI M. STOOKEY.

1502 Kashington Avenue, St. Loula,
MIssouri.

Home address: Clpver, Tooele coun-
ty, Utah.

The Manltoba Mikston,

Brandon, Manatoba,
September 28, A. D. 1898,

| AB we share in the pleasure given by
lthe letters ftrom our Elders making
| known thelr varied experiences in the
Mlselonary fields throughout the world,
we trust hiat a few words concerning
the Manltoba misslon will not be un-
appreciated by our co-laborers and the
Saints at home.

According to appointment the Elders
laboring in this province gathered in
Brandon on the 24th Inst. and held a
brief councll meeting as to the plan of
procedure during our conference on the

two days followlng.

Notlee of our three conference meet-
ings to be held in the Foresters’ Hall
had been duiy given through the news-



