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and during the entire week they
persecute themselves in every con-
ceivable manner. We camped one
night at Moquino a small town
where one of these societies existed.
They remained in the lodge-room
during the afternoon, but just at
dark we heard the sound of a flute,
and the people told us they were
coming to the prayer-room to offer
up their devotions. They moved
slowly up the street. First came
several men in citizens clothes, one

gage in the

taken.

the 18th inst., on the mission to |residence of the interesting young
which I had been appointed at the|lady, Miss
late general conferen¢e, and to en-|whom they were about to give the
genealogical labors {homage and honors of the day.
which I had previously under-|JHere the

Leatham, to

Belle

procession stopped and
the band striking up a lively air

Considerable snow lay on the¢the royal party ecame forth. The

country as we  passed through
Wyoming, but the climate became
more spring-like-in descending to
the level plains of Nebraska. The
snow was no longer visible, and

Queen eleet escorted by the Prince
Consort, dressed in the uniferm of
a colonel of the Nauvoo Legion,
and followed by her maids of honor,
passed through the opening lines

vast tracts of cultivated land |of the procession, and preceded by

greeted the view on either side of
the track, I arrived in Omaha on
the afternoon of the Z20th, and
crossed over to Council Bluffs
without delay. The work of re-

of whom blew a few mournful notes
on an old flute. After them follow-
ed the Penitentes, six in number.
They were naked with the excep-
tion of their drawers. Their faces -
were masked, and each carried in ring the damage done to the
his hand a short heavy whip made | bridge by a storm last fall bad just
of oose, Every step they took they | been completed that day.

would strike themselves upon the| Good Sister Powers received me
back with this whip with all their| with the hospitality she usually
force. After they had entered the | extends to the Elders. Congidering

prayer-room and got their positions | my short stay here I have made |

we were permitted to go in. The|many acquaintances, done much
room was lit up by about a dozen | fireside preaching, and have quite
candles. In one end was a Jarge|as many calls as I can meet.

image of the Savior or Virgin, I| At the urgent solicitation of a

could not tell which, while on the
benches were several smaller ima-
ges. The back part of the room
was occupied by spectators, prin-
cipally women. Four of the
Penitentes were  placed be-
fore the large image, two en
each side of the room. In the cen-
tre was a pole to which a cactus
was bound, and one of them with
his bare arms and body hugged that,
while the other was Jaid down on
his back with a cactus under him.

The performance then began.
Some one would mutter a short
prayer to the Virgin, then the wo-
men would strike up a few doleful
notes, while the fellow at the post
hugged hia cactus more closely, and
the others whipped themselves un-
till their drawers were saturated
with the blood which flowed from
their backs. This persecution is
continued until midnight, when

number of persons who are investi-
gating, I have consented to hold a
series of public meetings. The first
two were held in McMacken’s Hall
last Sunday afternoon and evening.
The audience in the afternoon con-
sisted mostly of Saints, but the
evening meeting waa attended by
& number of strangers. - At the
close of the evening service, before
the audience had dispersed, an ex-
Campbellite preacher stepped
forward and cballenged me to
& public juint discussion of certain
principles relative to the salvation

of the dead, which I had advanced. k

I was not pre with] his
appearance. He looked to me like
man who would be apt to draw
around him a class of persons the |
opposite of genteel, orderly or re-
fined, and calculating from the ap-
pearance of this champion, what
Kind of atime we would have at a

they retire to their lodge room to|public debate, I declined. I have
rest and prepare themselves for a|since learned that this Goliath

failed in the evangelizing line, and

the band, walked to the scene of
coronation on the Public Square,
where a May pole was erected.

Here, surrounded by the assem-
bled throng, the ceremony of coro-
nation was performed. The Prince

| Consort, James B. Stoddard, offi-

ciating. Holding a wreath of
beautiful flowers over the queenly
head, exclaiming “Glory be to God
and to the Queen of May,” be
placed it on her brow, ancf the
shouts of God save the Queen,
from the throats ef the youthful
participants, attested their plea.
sure and satisfaction. When this
burst of enthusiasm had subsided,
her majesty, radiant and smiling,

repetition of the same thing upon
the morrow. -
Early the following morning we
again heard the sound of the flute. |
I hurried up to the plaza, when a

| that he now runs a low rate board-
ing house. He was backed up,
when he presented his challenge,
by a Methodist exhorter of simi-

e ———

heartrending scene presented it-
self. The man with the flute was
again coming slowly up the street.
Next was an old grey-haired Mexi-
can, leading by the neck something
which it was hard to distinguish as
& man. His body, arms and legs
were naked. His head was eovered,
upon his back a cactus was tied,
and one to each of histhighs. His
legs, body and arms were bound
with corda wound round and round
until his flesh was

could scarcely move

larly unprepossessing air and ap-

pearance.

The next two meetings of the
series are appointed for next Sun-
day afternoon and evening, and
last evening a rumor reached my
ears to the effeet that these
two worthies were plotting a
disturbance, and a
present at a  conversation

between them has advised me
to request that a
This ls

be preserved.

this condition, with a plate in his | what I shall do in case I ascertain
hands, 'he was led from bouse to|fears of a disturbance to be well

house soliciting alms., This

perse-

grounded., I shall much regret

cution is continued until the first| being forced to forego meetings, as

rooster crowson Saturda

Their gins are now forgiven and
they return to their wickedness
and thieving for another year.

It is not uncommon for them to
kill themeselves, in which case they
are sup d to go direct to Jesus.

If one is killed he is buried with-| viz., one in Counecil Bluffs proper,
laid on his | numbering about 25 members; one
His clothing is given to |in Omaha, of 16 members; one in
his wife, who is not allowed to| Boomer, 12 miles
mourn for him, and his friends say | Bluffs, which, owing to the emi-

out a coffin, his whip
shoulder.

he has gone to California or some
other place, |

I little thought before seeing it
that we had so near us and under
our own government a

exists in the world it certainly does
here. They profess to believe in

(God and the atonement of Jesus, [ eastward to
but their prayers are all offered be- |and geneal

fore the images of St. Peter, Paul,
the Virgin Mary, or some other of

the ancient worthies, They make |

their petitions tothese Saints and
expect them to plead with the
Lord in their behalf.

When we left SBavoya we expect-

ed to have remained here on the|

river to study the language, but
day before yesterday I received a
letter from Brother Hatch,request-
ing us to be on the Little Colorado
in time for conference which will
be held on the 6th of May. To do
"~ this we will be obliged to start
back to-morrow and then I am
afraid we shall be too late as our
team is poor,
hear the conference news.

Y avapia Co.,Arizona.
I remain, &c.
A. W. IVINs.

CoUNCIL BLUFFS3, Towa,
April 30th, 1878,
Fditors Deseret News:

I left Ogden on the morning oflcity brass band, marched to the

people 8o | and one in Pleasant Valley, Saun-
benighted, so idolatrous, If idolatry | ders County, Neb., of nine mem-

We are anxious to

When
you write address BSt. Joseph,

morning, | a strong spirit of inguiry has been
when they return to their homes. | manifested by a number of

persons
who are bearing a portion of the
expense of the hall,and nolessthan
four men havegignified their Inten-
tion to unite with the Church.
There are, in the Council Blufls
district,five branches of theChureh,

from Ceuncil

gration of several members lately,
is reduced to five or six; one in
Fremont, a station on the U. P. R.
R. west of Omaba, of 11 members;

bers.

My present design is to proceed
prosecule missionary
ogical labors in New
England and other States, as soon
as [ can do so without detriment to
the work here, probably early in
May. For the present and until
further notice, my address will be
Council Bluffa, lowa.

Your brother in the gospel,
B. F. CUMMINGS, Jr.

————— i -

May Day in Cache.

WELLSVILLE, Cache Co ,
May 3rd, 1878,

Editors Deseret News.

The advent of “May Day” is
fraught with more real amuse-
ment and jollification to the youth
of our town than any other holi-
day of the year. 'The scholars of
our Bunday BSchool, claiming the
privilege of ehoosing and erowning
a “May Queen,” proceed to make
that day wholly theirown.

At 8 a. m. the youths and maid-
ens assembled on the square and
formed a procession headed by the

made the following address.

“My loving and loyal subjects:

We've assembled here together
To commemorate this day,
And I have been elected
And crowned the Queen of May.
I bope I may bs able
To do honor to my place,
And wear this crown upon my brow
With dignity and grace.

Will fade and be no more;
But if we will live faithful,
There is one for us in store,
Whieh will endure forever
And never fade away,
While the ages of eternity
Will be one long ‘May day.””

The Prince Consort followed in a
speech of homage and devotien to
the youthful sovereign. Supt. Lea~
tham of the Sunday School and
Bishop W. Maughan made some
few remarks, then all engaged in
the dance around the May pole.
This over, the company proceeded
to their carriages waiting to con-
vey them to Mendon.

|ing
gentleman | P

police officer e in |
urple and he\attendance at the meetings, that
is limbs. In|order may

The order of procession was as
fellows: The state carriage contain-
ing the Royal party, drawn by four
high mettled gaily decked horses.
Immediately behind came four or
five mischievous lads, bent on hav-
their own sport, who had im-
rovised for this oceasion a nondes-
cript sort of vehicle mounted on two

wheels; they carried the stars and
stripes, and went bobbing along in

the funniest manper imaginable.
The vehicle was drawn by fouar
animals, but not daring to imitate
royalty too closely, the off leader
was a mule, About 20 buggies and
wagons followed.

The six-mile drive to Menden
was made in 24 minutes, They
drove te the depot, met the in-
coming train, alighted and sang a
few sopgs, and then a terrific storm
of wind and hailstones burst upon
them. The company were thrown
into great confusion and rushed for
their conveyances, The queen and
suite retired in undignified haste
to their carriages, The storm was
of short ducation, and all arrived
home safe from accident,

A grand picnic and dance for the

juveniles in the afternoon, and

ball in the evening for the older
people,brought the festivities of the

day to a bappy conclusion.
BANDOM,

ol =

The Serew FPlow and Crooked Stick,

—— . e

UTAHVILLE, Arizonas,
April 26Lh, 1878,
FEditors Deseret News:

I have just been reading the ac-
count of the testing of the BScrew
Plow by Bishop Layton. I have not
the least doubt but from the de-
seription given it will soon be in
use in this valley. The land bere
is level and easy to pulverize. You
speak of the ancient Egyptians us-
ing a crooked stick for plowing; if
you will call down here soon we
can show you some 300 acres of
good wheat, put in by our colony
with the crooked stick plow, with-
out 80 much as a ram’s bhorn point.
This county is so productive and
easy of cultivation that, notwith-
standing this colony was too poor,
at seeding time, to buy a common
plow, from present prospects we
hope to be able tosguare up and
have enough ior bread and seed the
coming season. All is well with
us. ‘

DANIEL W, JONES,

The crown which rests upon my brow |

Items From Malad.

— T

MALAD CITYy,
A pril 30th, 1878.
Editors Deseret News:

We are having a delightful
spring, and the late refreshing rain
storms 'have caused the gspring
crops to look green and luxuriant.
But amidst all the fuy and gladness
of early spring the demon digsease
has crept into our midst and it has
carried off several of our children,
Our worthy Bishop George Dun-
ford, has acted as a father to the
sick and afllicted, for which he de-
serves much praise,

The people of Malad were much
leased with the visit paid us b
. A. Box and Bishop A. Nichols,
of Brigham City. Bro. Box was
here for the purpose of more fully
organizing the priesthood. He ef-
fected the organization of the Les-
ser Priestliood, and the 6th Quor-
um of Elders, with the following
result: For President, J. P. Harri-
son, with J, L. Roberts and Henr
Denning as his counselors. Bisho
Nichols was up in the interest of
the Logan Temple. .
I would say to all those who are
seeking homes, Malad is the place
for them to come, we have a heal-
tby elimate and plenty of good
land, and one of the best cafttle
ranges in the mountains, BSo come
along, for we are in need of some
more good Latter-day Saints.
Yours in the gospel of peace,

BIKES,

i

ErPHRAIM, Sanpete Co.,
May 4th, 1878.

Editors Descret News:

In your issue of the 27th ult.,
““Old Settlers” bave used my name
pretty freely in a communieation
about *““water affairs in SBanpete,”
and I therefore hope that ycu will
not deny me space in the DESERET
NEWS for a few words in reply.

That ‘“Old Settler’” should be
leased with my statement of what
“Was an eye witness to, part ot the
time, it wounld certainly have
looked a little more manly, if he
or they (it seems that he does not
know himself whieh) had exposed
themselves by signing their names
to their true statement of things(?)
instead of standing behind the
bush throwing missiles at friend C.
C. A C, not giving him even a
chance to look at their pretty smil-
ing faces. Undoubtedly they were

alraid that their signatures would
rather diminish the force of their
attack on me and others.

As there are bundreds of men,
women and children familiar with;
and more or less interested in these
affairs, I shall not trespass upon
your time, but leave it for some-
body else, to give further particu-
lars when needed; neither will I say
anything more about his insinua-
tion, that somebody is trying “to
shield greater things,”’ than -that
he or they know as well as I do,
that it is false,

The biggest gun and last shot
fired by “Old Settlers,” was evi-
dently
spondent, but at ‘‘one of the heavi-

est land-owners in the county.”

This highly respected gentleman

did, in a public meeting, previous

to my communieation of Mareh

17th, relirquish all ¢laim to water

for the 20 acres of land that had

been granted him in settlement of

a debt incurred by the city council,

and he is not only a heavy land-

owner, but holds a still greater

claim in the hearts of the people of

Sanpete, and Ephraim in particu-
lar, for his able management of
puﬁlic affairs,

The manifesto being declared ‘‘a
fraud’”’ eriminates in one sweep all
the signers, and that is by far the
greater portion of our community,
including bishops, teachers, and, of
eourse, your unfortunate correspon-
dent.

As I have been honest enough te
sign my name to the article in ques-

tion, headed “A fight and a vic—]

tory,” I most respectfully request
the NEWS to publish the names of
¢0ld Settlers,” that the public may

Y | singin

names, we do not feel at liberty to
give the real name of any corres-
pondent whose article we accept
over a nom de plume; although, as
a general rule, we think it far bet-
ter and more manly, when a dis-
cussion like this water question is
the subject, for each writer te sign
his real name to his communica-
tions,—[ EDs. '
——ll—+ A A —

WASATCH STAKE CONFER-
ENCE.

‘ MAY 4th and 5th.

At our Quarterly Conference in

Y | Heber City, Wasatch County, 10

a. m. on the 4th, President A.
Hatech and his Counselors T. H.
Giles and H. 8. Alexander were on
the stand, also the bishops of the
various wards, with their counsel-
ors, Presidents of quorums with
their counselors, and a well filled
house to hear instructions. After

and prayer, President

P | Hateh spoke briefly and cailed on

the Bishops to report their wards,
which they did, representing them
as being in a healthy and prosper-
ous condition, spiritually and ten-
porally. The different quorums
and Young Men’s and Young La.
dies’ Mutual Improvement Societies
and Ladies’ Relief Societies were all
duly reported.

The Babbath Schools also were
represented as being well attended
and in a flourishing state.

. Brother George Dabling, who left
this county two years ago, for Ari-
zona, joining Lot Smith’s com-
pany, was here on a visit, and gave
us a very interesting account of
their travels and their trials and
pleasures after they got there. Bro.
Dabling is in no way disceuraged
in regard to the future of that mis-
sion, but on the contrary, looks
forward with pleasure and high
anticipations in concerning it.

On Sunday morning, long befere
the hour of meeting, the house was
again crowded full and, unfortu-
nately, many could mnot obtain
seats or even standing room inside
the house. Meeting opened as us-

e

not aimed at your curre-{

ual, President Hatch presiding.
No one of the Twelve present,
Somye dissappointment on account
of it, yet at the close, all appeared
satisfied with the good, wise, and

judicious counsel and instruction

given and received, throughout the
conference.

On Sunday afternoon the saera-
ment was partaken of. The gene-
ral authorities of the Church were
put before the meeting and unani-
mously sustained, after which our
local authorities were separately
veted upon,as they previously exist-
ed,and all sustained without opposi-
tion. Bisheop William Foreman
was sustained as Bishop Hunter’s
agent.

President Hatch read the arficles
of our faith and spoke a short time
on the glory of God; read from the
book of Dectrine and Covenants,
claimed the glory of God to be in-
telligence; the glory of man also is
intelligence, therefore we should
see¢k to be intelligent.

All spoke weli and good counsel
was given. And our choir, led by
our stiring friend, A lexander Fortie,
certainly deserve a word of praise
for their efforts; which were not in
vain, to make our conference inte~
resting.

Adjourned till August 3d, 1878.
CHARLES SHELTON,

Cleirk of Conference.
— ~ A ———

The man who hasn’t a war claim
to push throughCongress can’t even
comznence to realize what a glori-
ous thing patriotism is.

Dentist, to old lady about pur-
¢hasing some falee teeth: ““For mas-
ufieation, my dear madam, they
can only be surpassed by nature
herself.” Old lady: “O laws, doc~
tor! I don’t care mothing about the
mastification if I ean only chaw
with ‘em.”

have an opportunity to judge for
themselves, and, your humble ser-
vant learn where to call for redress.

Respectfully,

C. C. A. CHRISTENSEN,

We think this matter has gone
about far enough. The general
public are not interested in, these
personal matters, and we hope our
correspondents will not put us to
the necessity of declining their

coramunications, = As to publishing

AR N
Estate of Avna. Eva Secymiller,

deceased.

——n

TICR is_ hereby given by the under-
Noﬂ ned Adminrﬁtrntmam the estate of
Anna ivu. Reegmiller, deceased, to the
ecreditors of, and All persons baving ¢laims
ag gl st the said deceasea, to exhibit them,
with the necesgar vouchers within four

afier the first publication of this
g‘:i?glﬁ the said administrators, at their
resioence at St. George, Wasbiogicn Co.,

Ul o w.RREOMILLER, '
W. H. SEEGMILLER,
Adwimstrators.
€t. George, Aprll 12,1578 wli2



