\NERIGAN VIEW OF
PEACE CONGAESS

U, S, Delegates to do All in Their
power to Enlarge the Powers of
permanent Hague Tribunal.

T0 TAKE ADVANCED POSITION.

On Costoms Governing War oo Land
frestricting Mines and Torpedo
Zones ad Other Mattors,

., June 9. —Nitural-
fathered the
Washinglon

Washington, D,
having in g way
{ Hague conforence, the

" crnment has shown the deepest
[nterest in every “detail of the pro-
gram of important subjects to bhe ¢ol-
gldered by that o conference. Of the
frst order af fmportance, according

10 the American view, 18 the proposal

that fmprovements e made in the pro-

viglons of the existing convention
elative to a - peaceful sottlement of
aisputes as regards the

et of aybitration and the interbas

fonal commisgion of inquiry., Instrucs-
e of the American delegates on this
int are known to be explicit, They

to do evervthing In their power Lo

the conference to enlarge tho
pows of the permanent Hague tri-
punal in dealing with arbjtration Cas2s;
¥

\
yrternational
{
1

influen

1. above all, the efforr {2 to he mads
t ing mont bu the
tribunal, to induce nations have
f

before
L

lnss

v frequent recourse to this wribunal
the settlement af their disputes,

PRESIDENT DISAPPOINTED,

The president and Secy. Root are
enppointed &t the very small issue
m the august tribunal. Since Its
(ion It has passed upon just four
inses:  Wirst, was the Plug case, in-

the disposition of the fund et
Mexico to satisfy the Catho-
in Californfa for chureh

volving
apart by
chureh

ronerty taken over by the state, Sec.
there was the seltlement of the
jon growing out of the blockade

the allied

the Venezuela ports by
powers, Third, was the Alaskan houn-
dury question between America and
Great Britain, Fourth, was the de-

ston of a question that had arisen be-

tween Japan and Great Britain as (o

¢ exemption from taxation of for-
eign dwellers in Japan, All but the
a5t of these cases were of American

origin In other words, although se-
vious international disputes hayve arisen
and been adjusted diplomatically or by
¢eree of arma =inea the creation of The
Hague tribunal, America and Great
liritain have been the only parties to
rosort to arbitration.

The American delegates
tnke an advanced position in
( tan and trentment of the second
rtiele In The Hague program, name-
ly, the additions to the laws and cus-

toms of wapr on land. Details of these

will also
the dis~

propositions velapte to the opening of
hostilitlesr, the rights of neutrals on
land, ete,

1t is undergtood that an attempt vill
be made by the American delegates to
s » gome general agreement as to

1ho igsuance of a declaration of war In
ampie time before the beginning of
rtual hostilities to insure reasonable
protectiom of the rights of pentral resée
jentg in the helligerent countries and
neutral trade,

TREATMENT OF NEUTRALS,

for
or

No country has taken a wmore ad-
vanced position than America in the
lberal treatment of neutrals on the
high segs In time of war, therefore the
American delegates will give stroug
support to the third article of the pro-
gram which, in substance, proposes
trminimize the exercise of the right
of bombardment and the selzure of pri-
vate propurty at sea. On the latter
point it may be recalled that America
vies first among nations to propose thay
private property on the seas should
treated is property on land in
time of war; that it should be #x-
¢mpt from gure, if not made up of
contraband of war, and {if seized 1o
mest naval necessities, proper compen-
sation should "be made to the owners,

Ne as

Ameoerica also takes a very liberal view
of contraband of war, and her dele-
gates will seek to limit the list by In-

ternational agresment (something nev-
ey heretofore accomplished), so as to
avoid unjust selzures of private prop-
ey,

In the Spanish war America was pav-
tleularly indulgent in the treatment of
Spanlsh ships that were caught in fo.-
elgn ports at the outbreak of the war
apd, it may be added, Spaln recipro-
cated In the same snirit The effort
will he made to glve what was a meve
ourtesy at that time the force of in
ternational law by some appropriate
naztment at The Hague conference.

American military strategisis  rely
envily upon the submarine mine and
flgating torpedo ng a means of coast
dofesse, but thoe injuries sustained by
nentral  shipping durlug  and many
wothe after the conclusion of the
Russo-Jaupanese war hag Inclined the
wthorities to the belief that some
means must be found to restrict this
mischief to a minimum. Hence the
Americans at The Hague will join In
any promising cffort to lay down rules
lmiting the zones within which mines

and topedoes may be
Vertiinly the
give hearty support

last article of the permanent pro-
gram supported by  Russia, namely
1o make additlons to the articles of the
Hyst conference regarding the applica-
tian to modern warfare of the princl-
ples of the Geneva convention This
convention dates back to 18684, and the
American del will do all In thel
powel rules conform
1 the modern waprs
fare,

planted
American delegates wijl
Lo the fourth ‘and

gales
b

1\

L0 make the now

developments of

DRAGO DOCTRIND

Though
15e of
faur!
nhoyve
cat
e

not offering
Sutistaclory
subjecty

the same proms
agreécment as  Lhe
J the regular program
referced o, of far groater ntes
Lo thia pubiic are two proposjtions,
relting to the lmitatlon of arm-
ments Aand the other concerning the
thmous Drago dog trines, which may by
al « ussed If the conferconce so wills,
The attltyde the Amervican doles
Riates towanrd subjecty, toward
hich there n much speculation

al

ouf
thes
hias be

Lttutrter all, reasonnbly clent A I ea
fa! nerusal of Socy. Root's publlc 1it-
terances discloges the auitude of th
Amevican delegates, though, of coln

not the detalls of thele Instructions

In substange, thelr instructions nre
1o the effect that from the boginning,
Amerien had held (hat (e Hmitation

af artmaments, belng o legacy from (he

Nrst conference, cunnot hi § wod, and
#hould be discusged at the secand con
ference.  Reallzing that from s 10«
lated position the 1 nlted Hitntes ix Joass
afectod by the needs of great arma
ments than are the clasely erowded
countries of Europe, Mr, 1tool belleves
thut the very fact of oulr Isalation and
Comparative freedom from danger on
this weors makes It pogsible for Amer-

16a 10 advance the propossl with more
advantage than any othar nation.

WESTERN FEDERATION
OF MINERS' CONVENTION.

———

Denver, June 10.-About 80 delosule (
the nftaneth anpunl 4'nn\‘«~uljllm“uf ”I)IA':
Westarn Federatlon of Miners were Pres-
ML In Odd Fellows nall toduy swhen Aot-
g President C. E. Mahoney-entted (he

|
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