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closely akin to disappointment— |stract at great

this not because of a morbid desire
to read of startling and terrible
events, but rather on account of a
hope that the ordenl was over, the
suspense ended, the ““experiment’’
tried.

The cause of the suspension of the | worked in two; and under the law

awful proeeeding was a hurriedly

obtained writ of Aabeas corpus be- | and the warden is given no power

fore Justice Dwiglht, of Bufflo,
commantling that Kemniler be
brought before Judge Day,
of the Bupreme Court at
Albany on Tuesday last, for the
purpose of hearing such matters as
he might present touching his
right to a discharge. Some un-
known friend of the condemned had
secured  the services of Bourke
Cochran, one of the ablest ¢riminal
lawyers in the world, the man who
eompletely held the law at Bay in
the case of the ‘hoodler’* Jacob
Sharp until at last the old man died
in the bosom of his family with a
long sentence of imprisonment pro-
nounced and entered up against him.
Cochirane was on haud at the ap-
pointed time, and waiving for his
client the right of an appearance,
at ouce plunged into his argument.
He claimed that the punishment
was unusual and eruel,that it might
notresult in death but would most
Certainly result in torture. His ar-
gument against ‘‘electrocution,’’ as
it is now called, waslong and very
able, the points in some instances
being unanswerable. He claimed
the law to be unconstitutional be-
Cause it provided for torture as well
agdeath. Referring to the statute,
he said it provided that a current of
electricity should pass through the

body until the condemned was
dead; no time was specified
and no power given. There

Was not a single gerin upon which
Any knowledge of the fluid’s work

could Be based outside of experi-| taken into custody was that he had
ments upon dogs, cats and sheep.|

Theattorney then weat into asearch-
Ing disquisition on the science of
electricity, showing that the largest
Spark of that generated in a dynamo
'_ﬂoes not exceed thirteen or fourleen
Inches, while the natural manifesta-
tions in the elements overheadshow
Sparks half o mile in length, thus
making the latter many times as
Ereatns the other,yet even these have
Leen at times insufficient to destroy
hunian life, and they might destroy
buildings or teara tree intosplinters,
While the artificial spark would not
break one of its smiallest branches.
Mr. Cochrane then, after he
lad treated on the nature and
effects of clectricity in the ah-

-

'amoug other reasons that it was

45

length, weat
on tn show that it was barbarous to
employ it for executions, citiog

analagous to the rack, but the pain
is more exquisite, working in fifty
directions, while the raeck only

this might last for weeks or months

to stop it.

This style of presentation was
continue t at considerable length,
showing that the learned counsel
has read many other than mere law
books, and then he proceeded to the
point that the Constitution prohibits
cruel and unusual. punishment,
which clearly makes the law under
which Kemmler is senteneed to
death uncoustitutional.

The attorncy general of the State
madc a brief veply, arguing that the
law was constitutional and that t.he{
Legislature had the power to pro-
vide for the death penalty leing in
flicted by clectrivity. The court
then deeided to appoint a
ruferee to take testimony on the
subject of electrocution, whieh
will be done during the present
month, and on his report a decision
will be reached. Lf the court finds
from the evidence that the punish-
ment is cruel—it being already un-
derstood that it i3 unusual—the law
will be pullified and Kemmler, in-
steand of suffering a terrible and
novel deatl, will be restored to 1ib-
erty. Law-makers are not always
wise,

A SAD STORY.

A FEw days ngo the local papers
aunounced the faect thata young
man named George F. Bowater
had been arrested atl Evanston,
and brought back to this
eity. The reason for his being

stolen some articles of jewelry from
the proprietors of the house at which
he had been boarding in this eity.
There is o rather pathetic eireum-
stance connected with the career of |
this young fellow, who is a mem-
ber of a family of respectability
in Birmingbam, England. He
had lbeen somewhat wild in
conduct, and his mother, who was a,
widow, furnished him with an ela-
borate outfit and fuands to go to Cali-
fornia,where it was hoped he would
settle down and reform his habits. |
On the way, last December, he
stopped over at this ecity, he having
an anat (Mrs. Neal) and two uncles
here, all respectable and good eiti-

Zens.

In a short time Bowater made
the acquaintance here of a number
of persons of loose econduct—fre-
gquenters of saloons. He became
diseolute and reckless, disposing of
his -clothing as well as spending
money forwarded to him by his
brother from Birmiogham. His
relatives were greatly grieved at his
conduct, as he refused to listen to
their advice. Mrs. Neal wrote to
her sister informing her of the course
ber son was pursuing, The effect of
the information upon Mrs. Bowater
was terrible. She was thrown into
such distress of mind that conges-
tion of the brain ensued, causing
uunconscionsness, in which condition
she reniained until death came to
her reliel.

We take occasion to give these
particulars regarding the sad death
of Mrs. Bowater—wihio was an es
timable lady—as she had a large
number of friends and aequaint-
ances in lhis Territory besides the
relatives already mentioned. Four
years ago, accompanied by her
daughter—Miss Comfort Bowater—
she paid a visit to this city and was
the guest of Mrs. Neal for several
months. She hada delightiul tinie,
participated in several public ocea.
sions, notilly the Tabernacle choir
excursion to Nephi. Shie aiso took
a trip to Tooele, Kaysville, and other
places. The large number of pei-
sois who became aequainted with
the lauly at that time willi Le pained
to learn of her demise under such
distressing conditions. Her sister,
Mrs. Sarah Neal, is overwhelmed
with grief at the sad event and the
circumstances which caused it.

This is the time of year when the
sun never sets on the possessions of
the Uunited States. When sunset
has fallen upoi the oiost westerly of
the Aleutian Islands, the luminary
has bevn shining about an hour on
the eastern coast of Maine. Those
who still labor under the impression
that they are at the extreme western
point eovered by our government
when they reach the Golden (ate
will thus understand how greatly
mistaken they are, not being nearly
hali way. It is a greater country
than many of us eéan realize with a
mere mental effort. :

———

The total of contributions from the
city of Berlin, Germany, to the
Johnstown reliel fund was $15,000.
The amount coutributed by Bis-
marck and the Emperor Is expressed
by leaving off the first two numer-
als.

The richest man, whatever his lot,
is he who’s cootent with what he
has got.



