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I om permiited to quote from a lelter
recently recelved by a distingulsbed
‘member of this body from twoe prom-
Inent gentlemen, Gentlles so called,
one of whom was formerly n member
on this floor and who has lived in
Utah nver twenty years. The other
went there some years ugo a3 a federal
Judge, remained after his term expired,
and nas become a permanent resident
of the Territory. Hear what they say:

‘Six months nfter the izssuance of the
manifesto of the Mormon Church, aban.
doning the practiee of polygamy, it be-
came apparent to every fair-minded oiti-
zen that the Mormona  wero asincere in
thoir abapdonment of the practice, and
were anxlous to dikgontinue the unpleag
ant and unprofitable tght which had so
long kept the Mormons and non-Mor-
mone apart, Proposi iona were made
by leading nDon-Mormons to proml-

nent Mormons 10 comc out from
their polilical party (the Pecple's
party), dissolve it, and join with

them in organizing the two great national
pnrties—the Democratic and Republican
-—throughouat the Territory, and there-
after couduct the politics of the Territury
strictly on natiomal parly lines. This
proposition was accepted by the Mor-
mons, and thelr old party was formally
disrolved and disbanded in every voting
procinct iu the Territory. Siuce then
polities in Utah have taken a radieal
change. The uld bitterncss which existed
between the two parties for so many
{;ars has been entirely oblitorated, and
Mormons and Gentilea are now pulling
and fighting together as harmonlously as
thongh no differeuces had ever kept them
npart.

Democratlo societies and Republican
clubs have been organized In nearly avery
elcolion preeinct of the Territory; dhd the
1ast Torritorial election (August, 1891} was
the liveliost and most interesting politicai
stroggle in the history of the people of
Utabk. Naothing but national issues wero
gresented to the people, and the great

ulk of 1hem have nlrcady allied them-
pelves with one or ths other of the two
great partios, -It i8 true, however,
thata portion of the old Libernl (Gentile)
party is opponing the adoption of natlon-
al golitics in tah, but their fight is lim-
ited; it Is confined to but twporthree
countios, and there it s maininined un-
der the leadership of lhe Sajt Iake
Tridune, the newspaper which has fought
the Mormon poople so unreleniingly for
many years, and is still determined” that
they ehall not be permilted to sprrender,
either conditionally or unconditjonally,
orto dc anything else to closs the war,
TPheir iden. for reasons welli understood
here, is that the fight must be kept up
and made as bitter as possible.  But fow,
if any, of tho Gentiles of Utah doubt the
nincerhy of the Mornion Eeople. The
Ereat mujority foel that daye of peunce

ave come lo stay, and are anxious to
mcet the. Mormons halt way and do thejr
part toward bringing to thisx mountain
reglon a grand season of prosperity,
which can only bo scoured by united and
energetio action.

SBpesking of the Utsh Commiesion,
the writers sny:

This body of men_have long siuce dem-
onstrated that they have outlived iheir
usefulness ns an slection board., From
‘the day thoy first came to Utah they
have ingislted upon exercising legisintive,
jndicial, and executive powers whiech it
was plain to any reasonable and candid
mind Congress never intended they
should exereise. When Lhe board was
first created (by the act of March 22,
1882) Congress intended that jt should re-
main in exiatonce less than n ycar, but by
the false and scandalous misrepresenta-
tions and personal lobbying of jis mem-
bLera they buve induced Congress (by act

of March 3, 1887) to fasten the Commls-
slon upon Lhe Territory as a permanency
or until abollshed by Ccngress. They
have persisiently maligned the pecople of
Utah without any cause therefor. They
have refused to recognize the formation
of the national partles here, and although
the late dominant J)art.y {the People’'s
party} had disbanded, 1hey declined to
appoint any judge or judges of election
from either the Democratic or Repub-
lican gnrly, after being requested by cach
of said parties so to do, thereby violating
the plain spivit aud leiter of tho eloction
Inw of the Territory. - \
These commisgioners annually send
oul, in their reportto the Secretary of
the-Interior, and eause to be published,
shameful and libelous attacks upon the
people of the Terrilory, caloulated 1o
mislead the people ol the States and
Congress inio the idea that the per petusa-
tion ofithe Commission and the pa yment
of their salaries (which alone insures
their divine presence In Utah during the
heated ternggwhen it is far pleasanter Lo
spend & few days recreating in 'he tops
of the mountains and at the shotes of the
famous lake so noted for i 8 salt bathing
than it is to swelter in the heuated cities
and plains of the East) is essential to
keap the Mormon people from muaking
some soricus outbrenk which wouid
endanger the life of the natiun. These
hernic commigsioners nre still anxious to
pacrifice thcmselves tor the good of the
natlon, on the basis of making au annual
three weeks’ trip to the mountajns for
$6,000 each and their expenses. We say
of them that they now are and for many
years huve been dolog their utmoest to
prevent a solution of the Mormon
Eroblem, to the ond that lhely may
e continued in office ns Joug as
ossible, There I8 no need.for (hem
ere. 'The people are competent Lo cast
and count thelr own votes; nnd if Con-
gress will only ubolish the Cummis-
sfon it will soon be manpifest that the only
fenrs entertajnod are by these thrifty and
unxious commigsioners.

Now, Mr. nker, [ wish it to be
distinetly underatood that these ate the
exprerslons not of Mormone but of
reputabie non-Murmon citlzens ol
Utah, who know whereof they speak.

But it may be claimed that this
statement emunnted from s Demo-
coatle Buurce.

Permit me to give a Republicun
vlew of the Utah Commisslon. [ will
read an extract from an edlitortal from
the Enquirer, publlshed at Provo,
Utah, it s a Republican sheet,

(Mr. Cnine reau gorme extraots from
that pnper fuvoring the abolition of
the [Jtah Commission.})

Mr. Henderson of lowa—I weould
llke tc ask the gentlemusn If any bill
hae papsed the Leglalature of Uish
providing for electione in that Terri.
tory and the discuntinunnce of tke
. mmission which has been approved
by the governoi?

Mr. Caine.—No, slr. This buard hue
been rather an expensive luxury to the
countty. The galaries of its members
were ixed In the law st $3000 each per
snnum, but it wos feared that states
men sufficlently putriotic enough could
not bo found te undertake for such a
meagre palary the ouverons dnties of
preventing the polygumoua Mormons
from voting, and so the galaries were,
increagsed to 35000 a yesr on an appro-
priatiun bLil), and have bLeen contlnued
ut that rate ever elnce.

By a statemenl recently furnished
by the Hecretary of lhe Treasury to the
chairman of the House commlttee on
Territorter, we lealn that the eost of

this board to the general govervment

r

hY
from the time of its creation up to
March 1, 1892, 18 a8 followe:

Salaries of Commission.. ceners $241,088 91
Contingenl €xXpenses...... seeaes 105,184 53
Con.pencallon #nd expens olec- i
Vo0 QUICRTE. .. e s e vnsres v o 193,422 14
TOlBk i s v ven e vesmsnnrnar e v = n e $539,670 BT +

Any further appropriation for this
Commiesion is u needless and extrava-
gnnt expense for the general govern.
ment, and one that is not asked or ‘He-
sired by the people of Utah. There ig
uot $1,000 worth ef work te ne done by
the entite Commiesion, and the whole
gervice can be rendered under the Ter-
ritorial law for not to exceed 35,000 for
the entire Territory.

Whatever necessily for this board
exiated at the time of lts formatlon, it
uwo lopger exists, Pulygawmy hus been
abolished, The most pronounced
oppunents of the Mormon aystem hgve
admitted that fact. It was admitted
oot long tinco by those who opposed
the paesage of what is known as the
“home-rule’® biil belore the House
commitiee on the Territories, “'that
polygamy in Utah was dead and could
not be reatored.’?

Further than this, the Governor and
pecretary of the Territory, the foyy
federal judges, and Lhe tah Com-
mission huve all deciared that polyg-
amy is diad, and they have approved
of the granting Ly the President of
amnpesty to the polygamizta aud the
restoration of their elvil rights.

Buch being the case, and assuming
that the Commission was appolnted to
aid in suppressing polygamy,can there
be any further excuse fuor maintaining
the Cummission after the extinetfon of
the practice of polygamy and the ep-
franchislng o those who were djs.
franchireu? Why, certainly not,

lt ia now proposed by the Benale
amendment xmder consideratlon to re-
duce their silarles to $2,000 per Annum,
and thus aave 315,000 a yesr of the

ublic funds. But I contend, Mr,

pesker, that this is not Merely a
matter of the saving tothe Government
of ailitle money. It is all rightto
ourtail extravagant salaries, but there
ie & prineiple behind this. more
precious than gold. The continunnce
of this commigsion, at ever so small a
salary, deprives the people of Utgh of
the right of local self-government, &
nrinciple Jdear lo every Amerlcan eiti-
Zel.

I therefore, in bebnlf of the people of
Utah, 2ek this House to reject this re-
port nnd its recommendation to recede
from itp former action in disagreeing
to the Benate¢ amendment, stand by
the origloal propositlon abolishing the
Commission a8 provided in the hLill as
it paesed the Houere, and su preserve
Invlolate one of the strongest bulwarks
of Amori¢an liberty—“home rule’—
the right vfthe people to govern them-
seives. [Applauee.)

The delegate was foilowed by Mr.
Washington after ‘n colloguy with
several membere.

Mr, Washington—Mr, Bpeaker, it ia
always unpleasant not to be able to
agree with » couferonce commiitee of
which the majority is of yourown
party, but I feel that I will not dls-
spurge my duty t3 this Demooratle
Houee nor to the country ir I allow
this conference report to he adopled
without giving some reasune why the
House should inslet that the conferees
shall stand by the aatiou of the com-



