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1I am permutedpermitted to quote from a letter
recently received by a distinguished
member of this body from two prom-
inent gentlemen gentiles soBO called
one of whom was formerly a member
on this floor and who has lived in
utah ovetover twenty yearsyeara the other
went there some years ago as a fedefederalral
judge remained alterafter his term expiresexpirety
and has become a permanent resident
of the territory hear what they say

six months after the issuance of the
manifesto of the mormon church aban-
doning the practice of polygamy it be-
came apparent to every fair minded citi-
zen that the mormonscormons were sincere in
their abandonment of the practice and
warewere anxious to discontinue the ununpleas-
ant

plear
and unprofitable fight which had so

long kept the mormonscormons and non mor
mons apart ions were made
by leading non mormonscormons to promi-
nent mormonscormons to come out from
their political party the peoplespeopleIs
party dissolve it and join with
them in organizing the two great national
partiesarties thothe democraticdemocrat c and republican

ththroughoutr the territory and there-
afterr conduct the politics of the territory
strictlyatly on national partyparly lines this
proposition winwas accepted by the mor
mons and their old party was formally
dissolved and disbanded in every votvotinging
precinct in the territory since then
politics in utah have taken a radical
change theoldthe old bitterness which existed
between the two parties for so manmany
years has been entirely obliterated anand

J
parecormonsmormonsarmons and gentiles are now pulling
and fighting together as harmoniously as

no ever
apart

democratic societies and republican
clubs have been organized in nearly every
election precinct of the territory the
last territorial election august 1891 waswRO
the liveliest and most interesting political
struggle in the history otof the people of
utah nothing but national issues were
resentedpresented to the people and the great
bulk of i themhem have already allied them-
selves with one or the other of the two
great parties it is true however
that a portion of the old liberal gentile
partyarty isie opposing the adoption of nation-
alea politics in utah but their fight is lim-
ited it is confined to but two or three
counties and there it is maintained un-
der the leadership of the salt lake
tribune the newspaper which has fought
the mormon people so leni angly for
many years and is still determined that
they shall not be permittedpermittedermit ted to surrender
either conditionally or unconditionally
or 0too rod- ananythingthing else to close the war
Thelitheir ideaidea por

for reasons well understood
here is that the fight must be kept up
and made as bitter as possible but few
if any of the gentriesgentiles otof utah doubt the
sincerityincerity of the mormon people the

greatrest majority feel that days of peace9have
ave

come to stay and are anxious to
meet the cormonsmormonsMor mons hallball way and do their
part toward bringing to this mountain
region a grand season of prosperity
which can only be secured by united and
energetic action

speaking otof the utah
the writers say

this body of men have long since dem-
onstratedonArated that they have outlived their
usefulness as an election board from
the day they first came to utah they
have insisted upon exercising legislative
judicial and executive powers which it
was plain to any reasonable and candid
mind congress never intended they
should exercise when the board was
first created by the act of march 22
1882 congress intended that it should re-
main in existence less than a year bulby
the false and scandalous misrepresenta-
tions and personal lobbying of its mem-
bers they have induced congress by act

of march 3 1887 to fasten the commis-
sion upon thethe territory asaa a permanency
or until aabolished bybi congress they
have persistently maligned the peoplee of
utah without any cause therfor they
have refused to recognize the formation
of the national parties here and although
the late domindominantint party the peoples
party had disbanded they declined to
appoint auyany judge or judges of election
from either the democratic or republ-
icansaigparlyarty after being requested byeach
of said parties so to do cherebthereby violating
the plain spirit and tellerletter of ttheke eaelection
law otof the territory 0these commissioners annually sendsend
out in their report to10 the secretary of
the interior and causecame to be published
shameful and libelous attacks upon the
people of the territory calculated to
mislead the people otoi the states and
congress into the idea that the per petua
tion of the commission and the pa ament
of their salaries which alone insures
their divine presence in utah during the
heated tern when it is far pleasanterpleasanter to
spend a few days recreating in the tops
of the mountmountainsaltif3 and at tthehe shores of the
famous lake so noted for i a salt bathing
than it is to swelter in the heated cities
and plains of the east is essential to
keep the mormon people from making
some serious which would
endanger the life datheor the nation these
heroic commissioners are still anxious to
sacrifice themselves torfor the good of the
nation on the basis of making an annual
three weeks trip to the mountains for

each and their expenses we say
of them that they now are and for many
years have been doing their utmost to
prevent a solution of the mormon
ee to the they may
be continued in office as longloae as
possiblepossibleossible there Isia no need for thembeerehere the people are competent to cast
and count their own votes and if con-
gress will only abolish the commis-
sion itwill soonboon be manifest that the only
fears entertained are by these thrifty and
anxious cc loners

now mr aker I1 wish it to be
distinctly understood that these are the
expressions not of mormonscormons but of
reputable non mormon citizens olof
utah who know whereof they speak

but it may be claimed that this
statement emanated from a demo
cratic source

permit me to give a republican
view of the utah commission I1 will
read an extract from an editorial from
the enquirer published at provo
utah it tola a republican sheet

mr caine reauread some extracts from
that paper favoring the abolition of
the utah commission

mr henderson of lowa I1 would
like to ask the gentleman if any bill
has passed the legislature of utah
providing for elections in that territ-
ory and the discontinuance of the
Cmcommissionmission which has been approved
by the govergovernorgovernoiDOI

mr came no sirair this board has
been rather an expensive luxury to the
country the salaries of its members
were fixed in the law at each per
annum but it was feared that states
men sufficiently patriotic enough could
not be found to undertake furfor sucheuch a
meagre salary the onerous duties of
preventing the polygamous mormonscormons
from voting and so the salaries were
increased to a yryer on an appro-
priationpria tion bill and have been continued
at that rattarate ever since

by a statement recently furnished
by the secretary of the treasury to the
chairmanchairmanofof the house committee on
territories we learn that the cost of
this board to the general government

from the time of itsito creation up to
march 1 1892 lais as followsfollowe
salaries of commission 9191
contingent expensesexpensea I1 W
compensationcon undand expenses of eleeelec

tion officers li I1

total str
any further appropriation for this

commission isie a needlessneed lees and extrava
gant expense for the general governgove U
montment and one that is not asked or de- ie
sired by the people of utah there igia
not 1000 worth yfed work to be done by
the entire commission and the whole
service can be rendered under the terr-
itorialritorial law for riotnot to exceed for
the entire territory

whatever necessity for this board
existed at the time of its formation it
no longer exists polygamy has beebeena
abolished the most pronounced
opponents of the mormon system havar
admitted that fact it was admitted
not long rincesince by those who opposed
the passage of what is known as the

home rule bill before the houhouse
committee on the territories J that
polygamy in utah was dead anandd could
not be restored f

furtherfarther than this the governor aniland
secretary of the territory the four
federal judges and the utah cornCOM
mission have all declared that poleg
amy is uraj and they have approved
of the granting by the president ofamnesty to the polygamists and the
restoration of their civil rights

such being the case and
that the commissionCommis eion was appointed tot
aid in suppressing polygamy canthercan theM
be any further excuse for maintaining
the commissionCummis Blon after the extinction ofthe practice of polygamy and the onen
franchising of those who were afedl
franchisedfranchiefranchi seueu why certainly not

it Is now proposed by the senate
amendment under consideration to re 1

duce their salaries s

and thus save a youryear ofodtheA

public funds but I1 contend mr
speakerboaker that this is not merely aj

matter of the saving to the governgovernmentme
of a littie money it is all right to
curtail extravagant salaries but theretherar
tois principle behind this more
precious thaniban gold the continuance
of this commissioncommies ioD at ever so small ft
salary

I1
deprives the people of utah ofthe rrightight of local self government a

principle dear to every american oitt 7

zen
I1 thietherefore in behalf otheof the people ofa

utah ask this house to reject this re
port and its recommendation to recede
from its former action in disagreeing
to the senate amendment stand blby
the original proposition abolishing ahwthit
commission as provided in the bill a
it passed the house and suso preserve
inviolate one of the stronstronegeisttit bulwabulwarkrh il
of american liberty home rule
the right of the people to govern them-
selves applause

the delegate was followed by mr
washington after a colloquy wl th
several members T

mr washingtonwashingtoc mr speaker it to
always unpleasant not to be able to
agree with a conference committee of
which the majority is of your own
party but I1 feel that I1 will not disodig
elarge my duty 0 this democratic i
house nor to the country if I1 allow
this conference report to be adopted
without giving some reasons why thleth
house should insist that the conferconfereesaw
shall stand by the action of the corncont S


