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them, OIL :gat they 'ar; h;n&?r nnt;z
respons ties or obligations
him. 8Still as a father, full of kind-
nests, benevolence and love, he feels
after the human family and he seeks
to promote their iness and
well-being, and he w save and
exalt them in his kingdomy if they
would be cbedient unto his

We understand this. prinei and
therefore are gov actua-

DISCOURSE

By Elder JOHN TAYLOR,

delivered in the 13th Ward As-

sembly Rooms, Salt Lake .

City, Sunday evening, Jan-
wary 12th, 1873,

I

REPURTED BY D. W, EVANS.
w27 - i 'erned an
ted by it, and no matter what the
thoughts and feelings of others
mag be in relation to us, we know
for ourselves that God has en,
I know for myself, if nobody else
does, that God Hves, and I obtained
this knowledge through obedience
to the gospel that he has revealed
unto us in these last days. I know
that it is the privilege of all men to
have this knowledge if they will
obey the gospel and be governed by
its principles; and hence when I
and my brethren have gone out to
preach the gospel, we have told the
people precisely tim same things as
were taught, in former times, b
the Lord and Savior Jesus Chris
He told his disciples to preach {he
E:: 1 to every creature, the prom-
wing that he that believed and
was baptized should be saved. but
he that believed not should be
damnec; and said” he: ¢ These
signs shall follow them that be-
lieve: In my name they shall cast
out devils, they shall speak with
new tongues, if they drink any dead-
ly thing it shall not harm them,they

[T was announced this afternoon
that I should speak here this even-
ing. Brother Q. Cannon is
here, however, or will be I expect,
and when he comes I would mnuch
sooner listen to him than speak my-
self, and I presume you would also;
t herefore when he comes I shall be
{ﬂeg.ﬁed to give way that you may
wmve the pleasure of listening to
him. He is only here to-day and
will be going away again; I am here
frequently.

[ always take pleasure in speak-
ing of the 1things pertaining to the
Kingdom of God to my fellow men
and especially tothe Saints. T feel
that my lot isidentified with theirs,
and I expect to be associated.with
them, not enly in time but 'in eter-|
nity. The gospel that we have re-
celved has unfolded unto us prinei-
ples perfaining to eternal life that
we were entirely ignorant of here-
tofore, It has put us in posscssion
of certainty in relation to the fu-
fure, and we always have confi-
dence 50 long as we are keeping the
commandments of God. We know
For ourselves of the truth of the
doctrines that we believe in, be-
cause, having obeyed the gospel,
the Bpirit, which in Seripture is
ealied the gift of the Holy Ghost,
has been imparted unto us, and that
Hpirt does in the latter days just as
it did in formerdays—it unfolds the
ihings of God to those who receive
it and reveals to them the relations
they hold to each other and to God
and his ehurch and "kingdomy not
only in this life but in that which
iz to come; for we have entered into
ecternal covenants, The covenants
which men enter into generally are
of a transitory nature, and pertain
only to time, and when time ceases
with them these obligations termi-
nate. Our covenants, however, are
of another character. Weenter in-
lo eternal covenants with God to
serve him faithfully here on the
earth, and then we expect to be as-
sociated with him in the heavens. |
Having entered into covenants of
this kind we feel that there are cer-
fain responsibilities and obligations
resting upon us, which it is our
bounden duty to perform. And
then we consider that there are cer-
tain duties which God has laid up-
onr us in relation to ourselves, to

they shall recover.” They,in oth-
{ er words, should receive the Holy
(Ghost,and that
of the things of God, and show
them unto them. : |

the people as the disciples did for-
merly. When they have asked me
what to do to be saved, T have said,
‘“Repent, and be baptized in the
name of Jesus for the remission of
sins, and yvou shall receive the Holy
Ghost.”  “What is that?” *It is
the same that it was in former
times, orit is nothing at all. It
produces the same results as it did
in the days when Jesus and his
apostles were upon the earth, or

is not the Holy Ghost. It is not a

hat is the position that I have as-
sumed always, wherever I have

ne; there is no minecing this mat-

r. I felt like Moses did when he
was leading the children of Israel
to the land of Canaan, as we heard
Brother Pratt talking about this af-
ternoon. The Lord said he would

because the
and stiffnecke | ad
| with him, saying, “Oh God, if thou.
those who have existed béfore us | goest not with us, carry us not up
and to those who shall come after| hence;” and if I ean not have a re-
us. Our religion is not something | ligion that God will sustain with
in which we alone are personally | the Holy Ghost, I want nothing to
concerned, but the moment people | do with it, and I will have not
are put in pessession of the Spirit of | to do with it. Feeling
(God they begin to feel interested | ments and principles, I have al-
about the welfare of others. ways had corfidence in God. I
It would be a very hard thing for! know in whom I have believed,
many peoplein this day to do as the{ and undérstand that God is at the
apostles did in former days, that is| helm, leading, guiding, controlling
to go without purse or secrip, trust-| and governing the affairs of his peo-
ing in God for their sustenance; to| ple. , £ 2.
{Tﬁﬂth the principles of lifeto man-}! What is it that has brought you
ind. It hasnever been considered | Latter-day Saints here? It is the
a hard thing by the elders of this| principles of the 1. You heard
church to pursue that course. Tn- Phem rhapsin md, Scotland,
qu1md' bly the Spirit of God | Ireland, Wales, Franée, Denmark,
they feel as God feels ‘towards|Sweden, Norway, Germany or some
the buman famlily —a desire to|other parts of the earth; no matter
bless, comfort, and instruct and to | where you heand them, when ]}:uu_
ou

le were rebellious

s laws

shall lay hands on the sick and|
Hpirit would take |

1 have gone forth and 1 have to)d |

it |

hantasy, orI am a false teacher.™ |

not go with Moses and the people |¥ou, very much indeed,
, but Moses plead !

J

-r

You hardly kpew, in many in-
stances, how or why on earth wyou
struggled and toiled and obtained
grha m to ﬁm to this land. |
our brethren, here, operated upon
by the same spirit, sent forth t.l‘:o)ir
means to assist vou; and before rail-
roads were bullt here, as many as
 five hundred teams were sent year
after year to the frontiers, to bring |
from there those who were desirous
of . Those who were scat-
tered did what they could, and
those who were here did what they
| could, and the result of these uni-
ted operations is that thousands of
ou are now bere who would not

ve been had it not been for this. | nomination in this Territory. and
uestion then arises, What | no man should interfere with them.

The
are we here for? ‘Oh,” say some,
‘““we have a pretty good country

here.”” Y but what about the
country ? ‘e did not come here
after gold or. sllver; most of us

came before that was discovered.
I eame to this city before it was
known that there was any gold in
California. We did not eome here
because it was a beautiful place, for
when we arrived it was inhabited
by Digger Indians, wolves, bears
and coyotes, a desolate, arid plain,
a howling wilderne<s. That was
| the position in which we found the
country.  And to get here we had
to make the roads and build the
b , and when we got here we
did nol have orchards and vine-
vards, and beautiful pleasant places
ready for us, we had to make them.
We bhad to roll up our sleeves and
take our teams apd go into the can-
yons and down 1ibe Jogs, and
saw our boards by hand. T have|
aawed many a one out by hand and

. m—

| in all their

young brethren and sisters are en-
ged in labors of a similar kind.
t & large number are thought-
less, forgetful, careless and inditier-
ent in relation to the things of God,
and to the dutles and responsibil-

Pplease,” and off they go,and do as
they please,  The prophets have
testified that these things would
be, and what we see and hear is
only fulfilling their words.

What kind of people should theso

fties devolv u them, and I|{be? They should have a form of
fear are forﬁful?gnmany ’instan- godliness, many of them be very

ces of the objeét of their existence.

Many strangers are now amongst
us, parties whom we term “‘Gen-
tiles.” They have theirideas, feel-
ings, syvstems, and modesof wor-
ship, and we have ours. Do we
wish to Interfere with them? No,
no, and I would protect, to the ex-
tent of my ability,any religious de-

pious, have long faces, and for a
tence make long prayers. Jesus
in his day accused =ome of being
men of thiskind,and said he,*“These
shall recelve the greater condemina-
tion.” They shall be truce and cov-
enant breakers. Have we any such
now-a-days? Why if a man bor-
rows five dollars he must give a
mortgage on something, because
) tm. | the Jender fears he will be cheated
What, the Episeopal echurch?  Yes. jout of it. Men have no confidenee
The Meth ? Yes. The Pres-|in each other’'s word. T would not
byterians and the Catholies? Yes, | give a straw for aman ifI could not
no matter who or what they are, I |trust his word. There is noth-
will protect them. If God has aling of him, no foundation, nothing
mind to bear with people, I will. | to tie to. Yet these are the very
Then, you would not mecute any- | people that the prophet said should
body for the sake of their religion? | exist in the last days. They enter
No, not-at all, that i= a matter be- | into covenant and never think of
tween them and their God, and | fulfilling it. Their word amounts
they have a perfect right to worship | to nothing, their integrity has no
as they please, or not to worship at | foundation.
all, and they ought to be protected | T speak of these things for your
eir rights to the fullest ex- | information, for thixis the condition
tent. No man ought to Interfere|of the world. Andare we free from
with them, and po gentleman, no|it? Not by a long way—I wish we
Latter-day Kaint who underdamds | were. T wish there were more hon-
himself would do so. They have|esty, virtue, integrity and truthful-
a right to worship as they please, or{ ness, and more of every prineiple
not. at all if it suits them.- Then |among us that iy calculated to ex-
we have ourrights, and one of them lait. and ennoble humanity. I'speak
Is to protect the people—everybody, | of these things as a shame to the

so¢in morally, religiously nnci human family: and if they exist

Iy
po]jtieaily—-in every position, and {among the Maints it is a erving,
o preserve a good, wholesome state | burning shame, and we all ought

of affairs in our midst, and not to! to be disgusted; for if anybody in

Georm@._ annon has assisted me. |
“What,” say some, ‘‘do you minis-

ters saw?” Yes, we ministers saw | aditors preach and write and tell us
and we work, and.I would beasham- | that when the waves of “civiliza-
body | tion” :shall roll over Utah, things
Liwill be chan

ed to be dependent upon any
but myself for a living. Ihopetha
God will ever
that,
to my Heavenly Father if he will
always enable me to obtain my own.
}_ I remember being over in Tovoele a
number of years ago, and a party

‘said tome, “Brothe: Taylor, 1 wish
vou would come here and preach.”
“Well,” said I, “I am here,am I
not?” “Yes, but we would like
vou to come again.”  Said I, “Per-
haps I.will, when I ready.”
“Well, but if you will come here,
we wil make you up something,
we will get you some chickens, a
little flour and some pork,” and I
do not now remember what else.
Said 1, ©“I am very much obliged to
_ for your

flel Kindness, but I always
refer to dig my own petatoes, and

| would just as soon plant them as
not, and then dig them.”
are my sentiments, and also those of
my brethren. Here is Brother
Woodruff, he has tmveled hundreds
and thousands of miles, as 1 have,

reserve me from

!

p red

these senti-|and he generally digs his own po-!and that we mi

tatoes and he knows how; to plant
them, and on these points, for dili-
gent labor, I will set him against
any man iu this Territory. .
We did not come here then, for
anything of that kKind., There were
no .  houses here when Brother
Woodruff and I finst came lmre,"
and before we had any we had to
make them. Before we had any
ardens we had to make them; be-
ore there were any flowers we had
‘to plant them, and we had to plant
the seeds before any trees grew. |
have got trees in my orchard now |
that grew from seeds planted by

lead them in the paths of life. God | did hear you believed them.

laces this principle in the heartsof | had the same teachings that I have

is servants—it emanates from him { <po'ien of to-day. And I have heard
and is part of his nature; and inas-|{men pra.inihf,(vp;ﬁ in these different
much as the elders are dictated by | lang s for sending the gospel
this gpirit in their acts insomuech do junto them, and for communicat-
they resemble their heavenly|ing unto them the principles of
Father, who is full of benevolenee | eternal truth. They knew by the
amd ‘‘causes his sun to rise on the|{same principle that we knew it,
evil and on the good, and|that the gospel which they had
makes the rain to descend on the| heard was true, and they could bear
just and on the unjust;” and hence
whenever we become acquainted
with the principles of life ourselves | éame here. You heard Brother
we feel a desire to communicate the | Pratt talking to-day about the
samie unto others, and T see those | gathering, about the l.ord taking
all around me, here in this assem- | one of a city and two of a famﬁ,
bly, who, as well as myself, have and bringing them to Zion. d
travelled thousands of miles-—I | you come here because you consid-
have travelled hundreds of thou-|ered that this was a better land?
sands—on the same principle as the | No. Was it because you had friends
anclent disciples did, trusting in |and associations here? No,
God for sustenance while proclaim-
ing the principles of life to the péo-
ple. Nen do not always nptFnu:mte
this; but that makes mno differenee,
the principle is the same.

God is kind, benevolent and mer- |
ciful to the bhuman family. He
feeds and elothes them as he does
the l{lles of the field, or the birds
H3 takes care of them, but they do
not appreciaie this. Thousands

rour fiiends and associations, W,
it because there was .ﬂﬂmathinf v
desirable for you here? No, it was
because God had dictated it, and
because the Holy Ghost which you
had received planted a desire in
your bosoms to come and mingle
with your hrethren. As the Herip-
ture says, “I will take them, one of
a city and two of a family, and I
will bring them to Zion, and T wil)

testimony to it. And it was in con-| oW do when we first came, we
sequence of thiz that you Saints |

ler for? What is

you left | him

|

my first wife, which she brought
from t e East when I came here.

le come here now, and many |
Efogg'em‘mf““l’m' have a m—,‘;':

7
beautiful clty hers. Yes, our eity
is well enough.”™ “And you have a
very pleasant place, and uice
streams of water.” Yes, but we
had to make the ditches for them
to run in, they did not run as they

have had to do everything that has
been done.

Well what do you gather togeth-
your object? Just
precisely what the prophet told of
thousands of vears ago. You know
that Brother Pratt was talking a-
bout fleeing as doves to the win-
dows,” and while I was listﬁul::a&u
was very much intcre

and tbought we had been fulfilli

the words of the prophets. I thin
that some of our folks, beth young
and old, sometimes forgel “the pit
whence they were dug, and the!
rock whence they were bewn:”and |
think they spend a great deal of
thelr time in frivollty and nonsen-e.
This is not the case geneérally, and

accusations, for I delight to ses that

and ns of the human family
fge hardly ¥» comprebend that

God has

l' my own
s guything to de u*ﬁh_;.km‘wltq.,_ﬂ? and Un

ﬁim them pastars after
eart that shall feed them

|

I do not care, thizsevening, to make
i

and 1 shall feel glﬂtﬁﬁll and refined in th

| promote the

These | b

% Ewlaggeril:g

many are < n Sunday

be interfered with by anybody, out-| the world ought to be men of in-
siders or insider~. Ministers and |tegrity, truth and honesty, we
should be, everywhere and under
all circumstances, And if we
say a thing it ought to be as worthy
and ray they,|of belief as if we had swomn to it,
ecome elevated | and as if we were bound by ten
eir feelings and | thousand ties to accomplish it.
they will be like us.” Some of their . But if a man has not the principle
waves are not, véry pleasant, they |of integrity in his own self you can-
have brought a jot of scum with{ not put it there. The lLatter-day
them; and it bubbles and stews and | Saints should be ashamed to mix
froths and foams, and exhibits any- j up with these things, and to prosti-
thing but that which is pleasant | tute the principles which God has
and enticing, or that iscaleulated to | revealed unto them. 1 of these
ha piness and wellbe- | things to warn vou against them.
ing of man. Wedo not have any| The Lord has bt us here
sympathy with gambling.drunken- {that we may be taught and in-
ness and prostitution, for instance, | structed in correet principles and
and these are among the waves|led in the paths of life. id we
they have brought. They find fault | gather here to get religion and to
with us for having more wives and ﬁjmmm to die? Nothing of the
children than they, and for Pmser— nd. I do .not care one particle
v.'lng purity and echastity in ourjabout death. I have had him grin
midst, and they would intro-|at me numbers of times, but I ecare
duce their infamies: amongst | nothing about him, and I ask no
us, Gentlemen, = we hope | odds of him. I know something
you will keep your waves|beyond death. We are here to pre-
ack, where they belong, put them | pare to live, and to _teach our child-
in  your own cesspools, keep them

where they originated. No such

ren how to live after us; and to
teach the world the same lesson if
things have been originated hy us,
we came here to get rid of them,

they will only receive it. We know
fear God, and

that our spirits existed with the
worship him in spirit and in truth,

Father before we came here. We
know that we are immortal as well
according to the principles that he
has revealed. ¢ Seriptures say,

as mortal beings, and that we have
had to do with another world as<
in speaking of the last days, that
perilons times shall. come; men

well as this. We know that the
world abounds with corruption; but

<hall be Jovers of their own selves, '

covetous, boasters,proud. blasphem-

“The people e

it\is our business to keep ourselves
from it, and to progress in virtue,

ers, disobedient to parents, un-{truth, integrity and holiness. We
thankful, unholy, truce breakers, i came here to be saviers. “What,
having a form of Godliness buf. dé-j savions?” “Yes,” © “Why, we

nying the power thereof.” Thisisa | thought there was onlv one sav-
very singular statement, but I deior” “Oh, yes. there are a great
not think you would have to travel fmany. What do the seriptures say
very far among our reformers— jabout it?”  One of the old prophets,
those who have vome to reform and | in speaking of these things, says

enerate us—to find this pattern | that saviors shall come up upon
fully ememplified.  Are they lovems | Mount Zion. Saviors? Ye< Whom
of thelr own selves? There are a|shall they save? In the first place
great many here who would not | themselves, then their families.
ohject to take our ssions, and{then their neighbors, friends and
give us nothing forthem. Covetous, | associations;, then their ' fore-
the Seriptures say. Why, at the|fathers, then pour blessings on
time Buchanan commenced his | their posterity. Ts that so? Yes
rakd upon us, they had it all plan- | This reminds me' of some remarks
ned, and had our possescions appor- | [ heard a short. time ago. There was
tioned, and had agreed who should {a number of gentlemen, travelers,
bave this establishment, that and | passing around the world, and on
the other.. But it did neot exactly | their way they staved here awhile.
work, and they did not get them, | They wanted to obtain some infor-
but that did not alter the feeling or | mation from me upon certain sub-
Fﬂu{‘i]\‘]ﬂ that existed. Covetous, |jects, and 1T took them around s
wasters and prond! I am quoting | little, and among other places 1
from your own Bible—King Jdmes' | took them to see the Tabernacle
translation—and one of your own{and the foundation of the Tem-
prophets predicted these very things | ple. Said one, “When you get that
of you. Beasting! How much |temple built you will have another .
do we sce around every-| place to meet and | h in.” “Ob
where? No matter whefe you no,” said I, “that is not for preach-
you see little boys gmwiuﬁ up fulliimg.” Al the idea that most men
of pride, impudence and impertin- | have about a temple of the Lord is
ence, They are called ““Young|that it is for preaching. “Well,”
America.” RBeautiful specimens, isald the<e gentlemen. “what is it
and fine men they will make when | forif not to preach in2” 1 agswer-
they are "full grown! "Plenty of jed, “The Christian world have no
them come along here, We know | knowledge of what temples are for,
allabout them. What is the feel- | but we build them for the same
ing abroad in the world in relation | purpose as they were bullt for an-
to disobedience to parcuts? Whe Pdentlv—m{.o performa eordinances in

the deyil cares about fatlgy or|them.” “To perform erdinances’™
mather? Hay the ng fbl‘lis, “Ti*Yea among othéers, baptism for
mwﬂg@“ﬂ‘ll“’-ﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂl I—=a=d | tho dead.” “Bapticm for the dead?”



