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Fifteen Elders, Including Elder L. A.
Kelsch, president of the Northern
Btates missiom, were prezent, and a gen-
eral good time was enjoyed by all

Four meetlngs were held, two each
day, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit, the Elders were able to lay be-
fore the jeojle In all its purity, the
falth which was once revealed to the
Salnts, and make plain to them the
plan of salvatlon.

An excellent spirit prevalled during
the entire conference, and a time of re-
joleing was had by all.

At our Priesthood meeting which was
held on Sunday morning, August l4th.
the ¥lders expressed themselves as
pleased in the work, and If possible to
lagor more faithfully in the future than
in the past, and all testified of the many
blessings God had bestowed upon them
while engaged In their labors for His
cause. And the good Instructlons and
kind fatherly advice given to all by
Elder L. L. Kelsch wlll long be re-
membered by the Elders, The work s
progresging well, and many friends are
belng made.

EDWIN 8. SHEETS,
Presldent Minnesota Conference,
ANDREW PETERSON,
Clerk of Conference,

Maryland Conferrnce.
Harper's Ferry, Jefferson Co,,
August 17, 1898,
To the Edltory

I have been very much Interested In
the past In reading letters published !n
the "“News” written by Hlders who are
laboring In the cause of truth in vari-
ou= parts of the world,

1 received my cell for a misslon to the
Fastern States on the 17th of March,
1898. I left my home In Paris, Idaho,
on the 20th of April. I was set apart
for my mission on April 22, 1898, and on
the following evening left Salt Lake
Clty in company with Elder Wright
and seven Elders that were bound for
Seandlnavia. On arriving at Buffalo
Clty we immediately took the traln for
the Niagara Fallg, and viewed with

much Interest the American raplds.
Bath Island, Goat Island, American
Falls, Lima Island, Horseshoe Falls,

Three Sister Islands, Mermit’s Cascade,
Prospect Park, Inclined Railway Muse-
um, New Btate Arch PBride, Captaln
Webb's Swir, Whilrpool, Queen Victoria
Park, eac. At 8:40 in the evenlng we
took train for Brooklyn, the headquar-
ters of the Eastern Statey mlssion. Ar-
riving on the 26th, we were met at the
door by H. C. Hansen, As Elder Kesler
.was away were obllged to remain at
the misslon house until May 1s8t, when
Elder Kesler returned from holding con-
ference at Baltimore City, When El-
der Wright and myself were appointed
to labor In the Maryland conference,
we left the mission house for Washing-
ton, D. C.. May 2rd, and were met at
the depot by Elders George M. White
8. 8. Flemce. Arthur Morrison, N. H.
Russ, H. D. Hogan and F. C. Pectal.
During our stay In thls city we feasted
our eyes on the various sights.

On May ith Elder G. M. White and
myself left for our field of labor, which
was Jefferson county, West Virginla.
We have been maklng a house to house
visit through the county, distributing
literature and holding meetings where-
ever opportunities have presented them-
#elves. We find more or less prejudice
existing among the people in the parts
we have visited.

Elders M. M. Decker and Thomas
have gpent the past sIx weeks visiting
the Elders in thelr various fields of la-
bor, adimnistering words of instruc-
tion to the Elders. The report the
conference in a flourishing conditlon.
Since my entrance upon my tnissionary
iabors, many things have I learned, 1

have learned ope grand lesson, Never

put off till tomorrow what you can do
today. I remember the often presented

opportunities that I have let alip by,
In which I would have better prepared
myself for defendlng the Gospel
Your brother in the cause of truth,
GEO. F. ASHLEY.

South Alnbama Conference.

Milligan, Fla.,, Aug. 15, 1898,
To the Editor:
The annual conferemce meatlngs of
the South Alabama conference were
held on Aug. 6th, 7th and 8th, 1838, In

Covington county, Ala., at the Payson
branch of the Church, where, in the
beaut!ful water oak grove of Bro. John
Nlchols, seats were arranged and
everything done to make a pleasant
rendezvous, for the forty-four Elders
In our band, and the many Saints and
frlends from Alabama and West Flo-
rida who were to attend our meetings.

The weather favored us by belng cool
and cloudy; vet with no raln to stop
which we are very ‘thankful to our
Father who rules and controls the ele-
ments.

Elder Nels P, Nelson of the presi-
dency of the Southern States misslon
was with us and contributed much to
the spiritual feast we enjoyed.

Saturday being a beautiful day, we
much as all were feeling well in body
and apirit.

The singing was splendld, for the
Elders sang as though they were In-
apired, and after prayer hy Flder
Frapklln W. Andrus, and singing by
the congregation, Elder Irving 1. Pratt
welcomed the Elders, Salnts and friends
and invited all to joim in the spirtual
feagt and partake of that living food
or bread of the Gospel that gives Jloy
and life for evermore.

Elder John H. Pace, Charles H. Alley,
Samuel A. Allen and Martln A. Beck-
stead were the speakers, and all bore
strong testimonies to the Gospel and

the divinlty of the misslon of Joseph
Smith the Prophet.
In the afternoon Elders James P,

Jensen, Joseph Johnson, F. W. Andrus
and Nlelg P. Nelson gave us some very
jinteresting sermons.

Bunday morning we listened to a most
powerful and effective discourse by
Elder Nelson.

Elder Irving L. Pratt bore his testl-
mony to all that had been sald ard en-
couraged all to harken to the teaclingzu
we had just heard.

Sunday afternoon two meetings were
held. At 1:30 the meeting began and
Flder J. H. Melville and Ed Benzley
were the speakers. At 4 p.m. another
meating was held, Elders Irving L.
Pratt and Elder Nelson occupying the
time.

Dinner was served om the grounds
both dayn.

On Monday our Priesthood meeting
was held, where we received our jnstruc-
tions from Elder Nelson, who gave us

much encouragement and valuable
counsel.
The sevral Elders bore their testi-

monies and gave a report of thelr work,
after which we were Instructed by El-
der Nelson and our conference presl-
dent, Elder Irving L. Pratt. A great
manlfestation of the Spirit of the Lord
wag glven In our meeting, and all felt
Its Infiuence.

Our conference was gulte a success,
and much credit and many thanks are
due the Saints and friepds In the
Payson branch of the Church and all
who so kindly assisted In providing for
the comfort of the forty-four Elders
and the many visiting Saints and
frlends who came from a distance to
visit our conference.

Much falth and zeal for the cause of

truth was exhibited by some of our

Baints who came four day$s' travel with

team to attend the meetings, one broth- |

er walking two hundred mlles to get

here, know!ng also he must wa
What great falth. Tk back.

Many changes\were made In our coq-.
{elt-vence and several releases given of
ate.

Elder Danjel H. Thomas, w
presided over South Alabama 2gn?e‘:f
ence for one year and-a half hgg been
released to return home and Elder Ip-
ving L. Pratt has beene chosen to sSuc-
ceed him with Elder Franklin W. Anp-
hrus as first counselor and Elder B,
Bengley as second counselor, with
Elder Lawrence Peterson as conferenge
superintendent of Sunday schogls

Conference headquarters were esiab-
lished, where the conference president
will be stationed, and from here he
amd may be found at any time.

At present our headquarters will pe
at Mulligan, Santa Rosa county Flo
rida, where any friends of the ].EZIder;
in South Alabama conference may aq-
dress thellin. X o

The following brethren hay
ly been honorably relegsed te(,rfgggft;
home. Elders Wm, E. Jenkins, Chas
H. Alley., Joseph Johnson angd John H..
PIE. ogama® ¢ i

e "News"” |3 ever a wel rls-
itor with every Elder and a) jgh:liqn
wishing you “God speed” Im your de-
fense of God's truth.

Your Brethren in the Gospel

IRVING L. PRATT, '
President.

F, W. ANDRUSS,

LAWRENCE PETERSON,
Clerks.

HETUORNED MISSIONARIES.

Elder B. T. Bergston of the Twenty-
second ward of thls city has returned
from a mlssion to Sweden. He lert
home April 10, 1898 and wag released
to return home on accoun: uf slckness
He arrived in Salt Lake on Saturday
last.

Elder Maurice Wlilson, of
Washington county, Utah, has

un

Virgin,
eturned °

from a misslon to the Southern States. .

He left home October 12, 1835, and 1a.
bored eontinuously In the South Carg-
lina and Georgia conferences' both of
which, he says. are fraught with brigh-
ter prospects than ever before,

Elder Edward L. Black, of IKanosh
has also returned from a mission. He

left home In the fall of 1805, and was

asgigned to labor in the South Alabama
conference, and was subsequently trans-
ferred to Florida. When Elder Blagk
went into that sectlon, there were only
forty-five members, now there are pver
elght hundred.

Elder George W. Rolling, of Center-
ville, Davls county, is home from Mis-
slasippl, where he has heen performing
migsionary duty. He left home De-
cember 7. 18%5. The conference is in

i

L
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good condltion. Elder Rollins brought .

Elder George R. Harrls, of Hennefer
home with him. Elder Harrls was 1],

sider Willlam King of Coyoto, Gar-
field county, returned Saturday from
Kentucky where he has been laboring
as a missionary. Elder King reports
the work progressing nicely {n that

gection, and says that the people gen- -

erally are kind and hospltable. He
left home Dec. 7, 1895, and enjoyed hils
labors whille away.

&

Elder E. M. Weller Jr., accompanied .

by his father, Councilman Weller,
aalled on the '"News'” today, the son
having just returned from a mlisslon to

the Loulsiana conference, Elder Weller

left Salt Lake City for Mlssissipp!,

where he lahored for a short time, omn .

the 9th of November, 1895. He reports
having enjoyed his labors very much
and returne in the best of health and
apdrits.
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