/ REMARKS

Delfvered by President George Q.
Cannon, at the Tabernacle, Sall
Lake Uity, January 12, 1890.

If there were any evidences
ueeded concerning the common
origin ot the people of New Zea-
jland and those of the Saudwich
Islands, the similarity in the
langunge would be sufficient to
prove that they were identical in
their origiu.
the lnnguage of the Hawailaus can
understand most of that of the New
Zealanders, a great many words be-
ing the same in both lansuayges; and
wo doubt the tradition that they
have concernfug their emigration
from the Bandwich [slands is a cor-
reet oue. And the same thing
would agg)ly to all the Polynesian
group. Ou the Marquesas [slnusis,
on the Society Ixizuds, on the Navi-
wator Islauds, the people all speak
kindred dialects. And one who is
aeguainted with the language of one
group can easily make himself un-
Jderstood to the juhabitauts of nn-
other group, and he can understand
them also, there being so maoy
words in commen.

[ have pever heard the Muori
luuguage spoken until this after-
noon Elz.lderGem-gu Romney,Jr.,who
proceded President Cannoon in nd-

dressing the congregation, and who |
from a three|

recently returoed
years’ wission to New Zealaud, at
the close of his remarks, was re-
quested to speak a short time in the
Maori tongue, which he did] and 1
have no doubt that all the misston-
nries who have been on the Band-
wich lslands, who are present. will
be struck, as [ was, withi the great
similarity between the Maori inn-
guage, as spoken by Elder Romuney,
and that of the Hawailans.

One of the most remarkable fua-
tures connected with the preacbhiug
of the Gospel at the present tine,
and oue which impresses me very
much, as I have no doubt it does
you, is the disinclination of the
races and nationalities from which
we are descended to listeu to the
Gospel to the Ben of God. [t seens
as though the words of the Lord
were being fuitilled conceruing the
withdrawal of His Holy Spirit from
the Gentile natious, aud the near
a?proach for the commmnnd to be
glven to His servants to turn to the
Jows,

[o the varly revelations given to
this ¢hureb through the rophet
Joseph, it was clearly intimated by
the Liord that the time would come
when the elders of this Church
would be required to go to the de-
seendauts of the house of [srael, We
were commanded to go firat to the
Gentiles. [nancient days the com-
maud to the servantsot God was to
go to the Jews; and after the house
of Israel rejected the Gospel they
were commanded to o to the Gen-
tiles. You remember how Pauland
Barnebas testified concerning this.
And when they were rejected by
thelr own countrynien, they le-
cl.red that God now required thewm
to o to the Gentiles; that they had
finished their mission to the Jews.
In the last days this was not to be
case. The Lord had said the first
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'sbou]d be last, and the last should
be first. 'That is, the house of [8-
racl was first to bear the Gospel in
the days of the Savior, aud the
Genfile nations the last; but in the
Luat days they were to be the first to
hear the gospel, and after It had
been proclaimed to them and re-
jected by them, it was to be preached
to the house of Iarael.

For nearly sixty years the Elders
of this Church have heen laboring
amoug the Geatile nations,of which
wa who are here today wre a part.
We are desiguated Gentiles in the
record which God bas given uuto us,
the Book of Mormon. And it is
predieted in that book that the Gon-
tiles would receive the Gospel, that
is, some of them, and that they
would be the meaus in the hauds of

Book ot Mormon, to the descendants
of the house of Tsrael, who should
be in darkness at the timethis record
should come forth.

I will read a predictlon conceru-
ing this found in the book of Nephl,
30th chapter, 2nd book:

Fur behiold I say nnto you. that ns
many of the Goentiles as will repent,
are the covenaut people of the Lord;
and as many of the Jewsas will not
repent, shall be cast off; for the Lord
covenanteth with none, save it be with
them that repent aund belleve in his
Son, who is the Holy One of Israel.

And now, I would prophecy sonie-
what more concerning the Jewsand
the Gentiles. For after the hook of
which I have apoken shall come forth
and be writien un o the Gentilrs, and
sealed up again unto the Lord, thore
shall be many which shall believe Lhe
words wlich are written: and thay
shall carry them forth unto the rem-
nant of our aced.

And then shall the remnant of our
seed know concerning us, how that we
came out of Jerusalem; aud that they
are descendants of the Jews.

And the Gospel of Jesus Christ shall
be declared among them; wherefore
they ehall be restored unto the knowl-
adge of their fathers, and also to the
knowledge of Jesus Christ, which was
had ainong their fathers.

And then shall they rajoice; for they
shall know that it I8 a biessing unto
them from the haud of God; and thalr
scales of darkness shall begin to fall
from their eyes: nnd many generations
shall not piss away ainong them, save
theylshﬂlrbe a white and delightsorne

ple.

And it shall come to pass that the
Jews, which are scatlered, also shall
begin to beliave in Christ and they
shall begin to gather in upon the lface
of the land; and as many as ahiall bo-

lieve in Chirist, and shall become a dJo-
lightsomnea people.

And it shall come to pasasthat the
Lord God shall commence His work
among all na‘ions, kindreds, tongues
and peoplte, the bring aboult. the
rasuislration of his people upon the
earth,

And whh rightepusness shall the
Lord judge the poor,and reprove with
equity, for the meek of the earth
And He shall smile the earth with the
rod of his mouth and with the brenth-
of His lips shall He slay the wicked.

For the time speedily cometh that
the Lord God shall cause a great di-
vision among the people; and the
wicked will He destroy; and He will
i;{mre His people, yea, if it so be that

e must destroy the wicked by fire.”

This prediction plainly foreshad-

ows that which is now taking place,

aud which has been taking place
for sote years. “As many ol the
Gentiles as will repent, ™ the prophet
says, ‘are the covenant people of
the Lord.’? By vwvirtue of thit
promise which God has made, we
are His covenant people. Though
of Gentile descent, and pnmbered
among the Gentile nations. by nnd
through our ohelience to the Guspel
of the Son of Ged we become ineor-
porated, so to speak, among His
covenant people aud are numbered
with them. Wusay frequently that
we are descendants of the honse of
[srael. This Is undou tedly true.
It is clear to any close observer that
this people are Hebraic in their
character and in their characteris-
tics. We have thoe peculiarities of
the Hebraic character. Our auces-
tors were of the house of Terael but
they mingled with the Geutiles and
became lost, that is, they became
lost so far as being recognized as of
the house of Israel, and the bluod of -
our forefathers was miugled with
the blood of the Qentile nations.
We have bhwen gathered out irom
these nativus by the preachiug of
the gospel of the Son of God. , The
Lord has made precious prumises
unto ux. that every blessing, and
every gift, and every power neces-
gary for salvation nud for exaltation
to His Kiugdom shall be given unto
us in common wkth those who are
more particularly %uowmn as thb
covenant people of the lord. — %
Now this prediction that 1 have
vead was publiehed in the winter pr
1828 30, before the Church was og-
ganized. T take great delight b
dwelling upon these things and in
bringing forth proofs of the divinity
of the mission of the Prophet Jowrh
Smith, for the evidences af the div-
inity of his inission are so abundant
that we have only to reflect upon
them ; aud that which he has done
and said have only to e examiued
by those who are dispasgionate and
willing to aceept evidence, 1o order
to remove all doubt as to the divid-
ity of his mission. In this record,
tho translation ol which God gaveto
his servan' Joseph, it is clearly
stated that the Gentiles, or a portion
of thiem, would receive the Gospel of
the Son of God. Thers were & fow
at that time who had been haptized.
Joseph and Oliver were baptized in
May, 1829, aud a few others were
baptized shortly afterwards. But
with thess exceptious not a Geniile
had received the message of life and
salvation. Yet iu this record it s
plainly stated that the Gentiles
wollld receive it, and that after they
had reevived it the record says, ““there
shall be many which shall belisve
the words whiech are written, and
they shall earry them forth unto the
remnant of our seedd ;? thal is, to the
remnants of the house of Tarael that
occupy thisland. How complefely,
yet how wonderfully, this prediction
has been fulfilled. [ myself. up-
wards of thirty years ago, trauslated
this book into the langunge of the
Bandwich T[slanders. Biuce that
fime it has heen translated into the
language of the Maoris of New Zea-
land. It is now circulated among
fhem as it has been circulated
ameng the Sandwich Tslanders.
As Elder Romney hna shid,



