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A peyfey ward to the latter day saintstJ lefeelvery tthankful for the
degebof returning to my home and my
friends that dwell here in this city 11I abiam

that I1 am ableabie to stand before yvouyouoti
to bearby humble testimony to0 the ruthtruth
truth in the end will prevail

you hayebaye beenbeon hearing a description of
our travel of the route we passed over
and ththee ministrationss totc ouiour comfort tiam
our friends in thetho mouthseu th rf feel weariedled

hahavinghating been broken of my rest a good dealdeai
L hot being abe while travellingtravelling to obtain
the quantquantityit baf rest that I1 require I1 feel
almost unable to standtand here before you
stillmill mookhookr look flush and halohale andana hearty and
think that chave probably gained from ssixix
to tented pounds ofaf flesh since I1 have been
gone welye have only travelled a little overabr
nninene hundred miles in twenty eight daysays

wowhowmannHowsow many times we havehate preachedpreachyd I1 do
not know I1 have not keptkepi count when-
ever weve came to a settlement eitherelther ia the
daytime or eyelleveningeyeningilig while stoppingto feed
ithethe biebrethren wouldwoula say ioaicacantn t we havehavea a
fmeetingnee we want a meeting brethren
will you hold rnemoetoeeting frequently we
would say ilyesyes 91 and while our animals
were refreshing themselves we would
assemble with thathe people auand tak with
them 1

it madehideno no differencebeende howjib arduous our
labors hadbad been if wa hadnad trtravelledWelled and
preareachedchedacheddI1

t monthanth without sleep16 I1 dont
knowow thattha thehd brbrethrenehren wouldetetiehavohaveio sup
posedhosedieafea needed rest I1 asked onetobrotherdrotherrrothereatherlaa presiding elderolder who wantedranted to
haveave a inerubmeetingeting how old his father was

why said he he is sixty seyenseven I1 sup-
pose that man does not do as much labor
in a month as I1 do in a day take it year in
and year outont still I1 may be mistaken in
this said I1 brother if your father had en
dureddared what I1 havechave ensuredendured forlor three erfouror four
weeks papastpash and was asked to gotogo to meeting
andband there spend an hour or two taltaitalkingkingtOto
the people you Wwouldid feel insultedteal and
would ednconsidersider it an imposition forvourfonfor your
father to to required to labor witheat 9ces-
sation

en
said behe 1I did notnob think of

that saidmaid T 111 I am considersconconsiderablysiderably olderolaer
than tielie is yeuyetot look at my laborsl so we
passedassed on and did notnob have a meeting butFitnasmaswas meeting meeting meeting from
the tinietime we lettleft this city until oatour return

i in oouroun communications to the sainsaintstsII1
have taken the liberty to of ouroun tra-
ditionsditions fihethe worldi of mankind hahaveve no

i idea of the forcforce0 of tradition upon them
it does not come into their hearts they do
potinot contemplate it if they did they would

i

correct many of theirtheli errors and ceascease0 a
great many of their practices and adopt
others more in accordance with the prin-
ciples of life and truth we wish the
latter day saints instructed in such a
way that the traditions they communicate
to their children will be correctcorrects if we
did but understand xitruthlith from error light
from darkness and the will pfaf god
perfectly and wereweid disposed to do it it
would be just as easy to give our children
ariarlan education to profit themselves andlind
othersother to enable them to be profitable toth
thehe human family and to show forth that
wisdom which god has given us as to take
avc course to fill their lives with error aniland
wrong many iverytory many peopeopleio
machof their circunscircum
stances t overnver ahlwhich they have had no concott
troi they hayahave been deprived of the know
ledge thathat some 0few possess it makesmaket no
diffenedifference howliaw children aiealeare broubronbroughtght Uuruuri rss
far as the of the impressionsvbris
and habits ot0 childhood are concerned 1

whether surrounded with error or truth
the web woven around them in childhoods
days lastslasta andanand selseiseldonseidondona wears threadthreadbarebargbarq
butinibutin manymanx instances it grows brighterr
and brightertebtei andana stronger and strongerdrr
until its possessor goes downtodown to the graveyou have heard it declared here within
the few minutes just passed that we have
the truth the priesthood of the son of goddoddd
that we are endowed with that understand-
ing andund wisdom by the revelations of the
lordnordrd jesus christ so that we do know the
waway of life and salvation and know betterthythanan any other people the course to pursuesaesao
herehero on this earth to prepare us for glory fimimmortalitymortality and endless lives which are to0come if this is the fact we should mani-
fest and show it forth to god and man by
our teachings practice andaud every act of our
lives

I1 may say that the infidel world has
grownbown up iuin consequence of false religionstonslons
it has been strengthened by false theories
for any individual in the world to teach
what he does not practice is a stumbling
block to all beholders then if the latterLatterJday saints know the truth and do it not
certainly great will be their condemnation
hense it stands us in need to be on thewatch continually I1 do not know ofa moreabsolute monarch that ever reigned onod

1 Iearth than the one who has perfect controlover his passions do you know of a abremore
absolute monarch than such a person if I1

A youyoa do I1 do not we should all learn to
goyegovegovernmAndmanaandana control the quesduesi

1

tiontiou may be asked can we govern our ownthoughthoughtsta yes we can by steady appli-
cation in gathering to ourselves reflections

thoughts and medliameditationstons which are accord-
ing to truth aridazid abid justified
of god and of all the good on the face ofwethe
earth becanwe canean avoid evil thoughts com-
munications reflections anaanaand enticements
and can bring the whole man into subjec-
tion to the law of christ Is this the tactfact
it is ifir we are filled with good thoughts
ideas and feelings formed by the precepts
which god has taught for the salvation of
ahe alailam1ilya our commu
will be beneficial to lourour follow beings
this isii to ththea latterLattnatterday i

when I1 lookavenkaver ahebhe character of thejewsew
who have beenbeon gathered together a pretty
fairailall representation f almost all matlonnations it
is3 astonishing to seesed the various ideideasadofof
rigtightrightlit and ivrahwrong entertained by them iiiin

of their traditions arldarid the
teachings therthey llaveklave received from their
gathersfathers mothers schoolmasters undand

es in thetho pulpit and the
deacon baddeunde the pulpit I1 shysay it is1 as
tonishin d to segsee this variety allail spring-
ing from tradition not but what there
should bobe a great variety we see a variety
of countenancesin the hubumanhumanman family and
we may also expect A variety of disposi-
tions buthut aliall these dispositions pan be
governed and I1 by tietiotlethe principles
of right and righteousness

our trtraditionsAmons then shoulddilali be corrcorrectact I1

wellWaliwe shouldouid know how to teach our child-
ren correct principles from their youth upP
the first thing that is taught by ibethe motiermothermother
to the child should belie trutruee WweQ should
never allow ourselves to teach pur child-
renraa ononeie thing and practice another I1 have
sometimesom betimes said to my aisalsis tarsfars do not
teach younyourounour children 0

arglieite this is14 ththe
course pursued by many without design-
ing to do ivolloso the vervvery first lessons thabthat
arg nivengiven to0o the infant miep capablepablepablo of
receiving impressions isbt to katsuyalsais tk or iontell
that which isuntrue woiwolwellWeIif pays adother
itI1 dd dodb not Law it it maymaybebe

quite true that you do nothot know it butbat
what did you promise your littlelittie girl ifshe
would do so andana sotso did youtou prompromiseiseiisel herlidi
a present for well doing yes f save
you recollected it no it has gonogoneono from
illahmyin Mmindminoindino 01 saysbays the matherimother itif shesho idodaei09
illlii haveave you promised iierliereesyes did you keep your word you
have not and the child formslorms thothe conclu-
sion in its own mind directly that the
mother tells that which is not true shoshebhebho

1 says she willwiil do this or that and she does
not dodb itilc it is an easy lesson for mothermothers
toltoieirik topto passiss their titimem a with their child-
ren and never give themthere a falsefaise impres-
sion think before you speak promise
your children nothing if you laish to
make them presents do so if you promise
ha chastisement keep yourtour word butbuit be
ecautiousautloust give a promise for good or
morforar oyei but letlot the reward come in conse-
quence df ivellelieilell doing and chastisement in
consequence of doing ill silence lais ia thou-
sand times better than words especially if
thosa words lireittearoare not in wisdom but so
great Is thetho love oi01 the mother for her off-
spring so tender the feeling with which
she regards it that manicanmany can not see wrong
in the acts of their children and if they do
thethotheythoy will pass it without chastisement even
if 1chastisementIastiastl has been promised these
are our traditions and so great is their
bovyerpower that we are governedvernedandand controlled
by them continualcontinuallyfoy

I1 sometimes bring up circumstances to
illustrate the traditions of the fathers we
in this country are acquainted with a great
many different classes ofor people different
sects and beliefs in religion and with a
great variety of beliefs in regard to moral-
ity ifaif a mother for instance permit her
child to bring eggs into the house when
phamet does not ownaown a foryl she knows thatthab
thetheythay pomapome from some other source ifjf hereairdchild pick up a malfoknife that does hot belong
to her andana bring it to ththothe houseehouse aliene culti-
vates dishonesty in the child and from
such little circumstancecircumstancesii thousands brto
which oscur the principles of dishonesty
grow hildand strengthen with tilethe strength of
the individuals until they become natural
thieves perhaps this term is too harishharsh
and should not be aoso appUedit mightml be
betterbelter to say that through habit Etuchbuchuchinin-
dividualsdividuals become accustomed to appropri-
ating the property of others to their own
use

I1 will tell a little circumstance thatthitI1 was
acquaintedacquaintbd with JX was not an eye
of it but hd marom one of my neighbors
A methodist preacherpreacherfcheri in company with a
friend was returning from a preaching
sotirtour and while paspassingsingaa plow lying by
the side ofaoraofa manmansff farm the companion of
the priest had considerable difficulty to
prevent him putting the plough info the
wagon said the priest it will be lost it
on to be takentak en care he
taken carecaro of it by taking it homeithome making
use of it and wearing it out without ad-
vertisingverIver it and the owner of the plow
would have had to buy another that is
appropriating other peoples property to
our own use in this case the partner of
the priest forbid it said he take that
andslid lay litiby the fence it belongs there do
not put it in the wagon and the priest did
BOso you may ask was he a good manyesvesiresi asgood as he knew how to be accord-
ing to his traditions

so many circumstances flood upon my
mindmina with regard to these traditions that
I1 hardly dare commence saying anyanythingthin
about them that that I1 have seen and
learned one man brings up his child to
strictly observe the letter of the law the
aciritspirit andind essence of his teaching to his
child is I1 you must not break the law if
you do you will be chastenedchasteneychastened by the law

but attleattieat the same time says tthehe father and
he may be aL deacon oraorona a priest if you can
take advaadvantageiniage of the poor in their daily
labor in purchasing your neighbors
property for instance perhaps he owns a
smallsmail farm by the side of him who throughgligil
necessity is obliged to sell and if he can
purchase it for one half or one third its
value in cash heife willvill do it because the law
will not condemn such an act this is tra-
dition orbr the e af It butin the eyes
ggockegod he who thus takes advantage of hisbig
neighbors necessitiesjissis as gulguiguiltyty as if he

do we know of any herefiere who have beenbeeh
brought uptip to the first day ofo- tileo- the
week arndarid who would like to do so now
yesees Wwe have them can they refrain1

li from
9 or

on the sabbathSaMath day itisuisit is almost impos-
sible they must work on the sabbath
there is a certain class ofor our christians by
whom the first day week must be de-
votedvoted to labor j list to show to their fellofeilofelloww
christians thathat they atare not sectarian0 1alian in
their feelings say they 11one day toasto us Is
as good as another god is the-author of
all days all days are his and to show to
the christian world that wawe i are free from
their narronarrowiv illiberal views we labaronlabor on
the first day week 11

another classcass of the telteireligiousluious worldwordf
equally conscientious with thabthat to which I1
have Jjust referred is as stringent in pro-
hibitinghi all kinds ofbf labor on that 0dayoayay tato-
wards evening on the seventh day of the
week the father criescrieg to the children your
chores be done by sunset 71 anand as
boonas the taysraya of the glorious orb of day
havehate disappeared parentsp rents and childchildrenremrox as-
semble anaandanit chapter after chapter of thethothe
bible is rearesreaalal and bomcommentsmentsmonts aretare made there-
ononi and there the children sitsiti until benbetbed-
time and anthe firstfirsalayflay of the week

I1
they

repair to the sunday school or to the hogyehouse
of worship and so spend the sabbath be
lievingroving that itisit is wrong to walkout oplatoplayy
or even to laughlaugal butbuh when sunset comes
again away go the children to work and
the hurryhuriy of the world again begins dowee
seosee any such traditions as these yes the
traditions ofanotherBOther have beenbein of0 suchbuch a

b perhaps that all laborlabon must ceaseoease
at 12 on saturday night surdsundsuresuro andind
alsalgas soonboon aas8 12 on sunday night
commescornea we are at liberty to work again and
so w emig go through the
editionsditionslons the effects of which tyevyeWe beeboeseesiee mani-
fested byvy ourfellow creatures aroundus

I1 was to believe in godgoagi thathe
eatherfather gd the son and Ggodcid the holy
ghost and I1 ballfbelievere it is a bibiblebibiebieble doctrine
I1 do not think I1 winuinni mistaken in my re1 b

faith myaly priest would pray
father of ailall wehewebemerciesfebfes god of all gracagrace

maliemake thou one in our midst send thothou
the holy ghost upon ususi upon
that we may seel reveal thyself unto us
as thou dost not unto the world give unto
us thy mind and thy hilll give unto us the
revelations of thy son and bestow upon us
thy power and the influence thereof and
after makingbiking such a prayer the sermon that
would be preached would denyabny every word
of it ask iohdthe ministersministers of the christian
world intheif the Holyghost is given in this day
and they will tell you no I1 have heardheard
it Preachedpreached hundreds and perhaps thou-
sandssands of times ask them if god manifests
himself to the human family in this our
day and you will be informinformedi ed thalthat he
does not that the scriptures of the old and
newnow testamentment contain the word of goethe
planpian of salvation and all that is necessary
to save the human family god doesdues not
reveal hirnHlinhimselfselfgelf he does not come down to
dwell with the chilchiichildrendien of men the son of
god does not come to visit his people the
holy ghost is not given asin ancient times 11

ask them if the gift of healing is with them
and the reply iis no it I1is done away 11

ulvehavehive youou the gift ofprophecy no it
is done away haye youyon the gift of
seeing spirits noino itt if11 done away all
these gigiftsts biebleare done awayamay and we want you
to understand that we do notnet believebelleve them 11

all this is in accordance with their tradi-
tions and it is taught to the children and
thethey confusedarearo in their understandings
wellweil the latter day saints know better
than to teach their children one thing atitonetimeone timp and another at another time they
also kknownow better than to teach their child-
ren principles and doctrines in theory which
they deny in practice the latter day
saints are not at liberty to do this we are
not so called we have not so received the
gospel but having received the truth inincurour
hearts we should practice it innoourur lives 9

and on this basis the truth as it is injesusdesits should the traditions which we in
stil into the minds of ourbur children be built

with regard to the faith that the lord has
revealed for the salvation of the human
family teach them principles that are cor-
rect Donodo nottsaysay do notfiot do this or that
child the lord sees youl wellweil mamai 1

says the child I11Iheard the minister say to
day that the lord has no eye how can he
see me how is this ma I1 want to know
Is this true or is it not true youyon say that
the lord looks upon myray acts 1 and knows
everything I1 do and will judgeJ edge me accord-
ing to myray acts yet I1 heard the minister say
todayto day that the lord has no body and no
parts that he has no ears that he has no
head that he has no armsarms that hehas no teftfeet and so on how is this
mathia and thethy child is confused inits mindnand and does not know what to believebelleve
it iskat in itslis thought niethor same is true

peopledople IMthe childrenbhIldrenlidren know veryveny
uttie moremoro than their parents but they
would if theythoy were ledredle aloice I1 will illus-
trate this by a simple fact itifI1 do not prove

it17 you go to lhebb

origines of our country tor ininstance they
believe nothing in religion as we suppose
yet their ideas of god and heaven aarere far
above those entertained by professed
christians they believe in a god who has
body parts and passionspass ionsioas possessed of
principle and power who can see handle
walk talk and communicate thisabis is their
faith whether it is through tradition I1 can-
not sayeay ifit they baverohave mo traditionsanon these
points they havohave certainly I1imbibedin these
ideas from some source and whetwhetherbernatnat-
ural or by tradition it is immaterial toltoitomeae
they arearaareaaraaa people who know nothing
bible or of the christian religion and still
their ideasareagare moremord correct ihanthan many of
oursr this will illustrate what I1 wishedto
nv own satisfaction I1 I1 ITT
isay3 say withnith regardrehard to

dren falsely especially in religious mat-
ters rather let themthell alone givealve a good
common education and noup teachings
whatever withatit regard to tielthe biblebibie and
their own 1philosophy will teateachchethemthem there
is a supreme being betterbetten thanihan many who
though identified with christian nations
hamehave repudiated their religious notions
I1 mean the infidel world and its mammem-
bers are very numerous the philosophy
0off the child if untrammeled by false tra

teach him by what he sees
every day that there is a supreme being
a supreme principle and power somewhere
it can not thinkthinly of anything but what
is brought into existence in some way or
other Zionothingthing isiq sel made or self
existent this Is the natural philosophy of
the thinking child As it grows up the
idea naturally suggests itself to its own
mind 1I did not bring Mmyselfseifself here I1 have
parents I1 understand aisalsthis thisthisthia is on nat-
ural principles 1I1 can to some extent
AKunderstandderstanA the creations which are before
and around me sayssaye the child 1Iicanleancan
understand very readily that if we cast

I1 wheatarintointo the ground when ifit is properly
prepared ifit produces wheat if we cast
corn into properly prepared ground it will
produce comcorn boogso of rye the various grass
seeds shrubs plants and flowilowflowersers they all
yield according to their kindkidd this the
child naturally understands but he says

where is the origin I1 know not
detsetyet it must be somewhere the origin of
fifefe whether humanhumin or inferior must be
lodged in 1boms chacharacter whom reave not
abeal follow it back no mattermattec whether
it kieforbe for six thousand years six millions
six millionmilffon millions or billions of years
the figures and numbers azeate Amimmaterialmaterial I1must have come from somebomesomebome source my
natural philosophyihl teaches me this butleaving thee natural philosophy of the child
free from taiTal letietel us enquire
whatwhit does the philosophy of the christian
sects or many of them not all teach
0godoa madenado the world in bixsix daysdaya out of

nothnothinginbiingI thiswhig isis very wrong no child
shouldwould be taught any such dogma god
never didlakedidaid inake a world out of nothing henevernover willnini hoilg nevennever cantcaul there is no
such principle in eIselsexistencetencetenee worlds are
made of crade element which floats with-
out bounds inthelathein the eternities in the im-
mensitymens ty of space an eternity jorof matter
no limits to it in its natural crude state
and the power of the almighty has this
influence and wisdom when he speaks
he is obeyed and matter comescornea together
and is organized we take the rock and
the lime from the mountains and bum it
and make mortar with lime and sand and
lay the foundation of housesbouses and rear the
superstructure with bricks stones
or lumber we bring these eierelerelementsrients to-
gether and organize them according to our
pleasure we should teach our children
that god has so organized the earth from
the rude rough native element jt is true
thauthat somosome believe that itnever was treatcreatededledi

all right then it is here anyhow
they cannot dispute the fact that the earth
is here no mastenmaster how long it has stood

this calls to my mind somgomsomebomee circum-
stances of olarolacour triprip we had major powell
with us on some portions of hiirour joumjourneyey
south ho is nowno ppreparingi repnepdring to explore
maiemore of the colorado he was engaged in
this uiundertaking lastlist yearaar then he went

thistais year he has
received a littlittlee aldaid from COncongressgressgross one
evening while sitting vyby thehe camp finefire saidI1 major how long will it take light to
come froni the nearestlearea fixed star to the
earth some of our astronomers say thirty
thousand years said hehb 0 deardearl thirty
thousand years will abt do it it will take
as many millions of years well that
opened up conversation and I1ido0 not know
but I1 might have indulged in a little of my

in our we came to
some petrified trees lying on the ground
they were broken to pieces some hadbad teryveryer
fine cquartz between the barklark ajandanaandwoodad WTwood00

g
very fenev formed beautifully crystallized
roweowperfecternect diamond shape saidsaia 1I atmajoraj or
howbow came these here wellwen hhe0 didd nnott
know when they were brought or how
theagythey hadad become petriapetrifiedled they hadbad cer-
tainly according to his opinion come from
some other country tontor no such trees grow
here now in our travels we came to one
place where therethene had been a slideelide of rocks
and there was ha perfect bed of oyster abshellssheilselisells
in the rockroa perfect rock said I1 major
how longhationglong has it taken for these shells to
become petrifieddl he philosophisedphilosophized a
little alpon it when I1 said look here
YOyolanda andanaI1 both know that there are springs
10off water thabthat will petrify things efefthasthis kind
in a short timetinie and that petrified human

have been exhumed which it was
known had not been buried very many
years and how do you know that it


