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the latter aystem bas been carried into
extensive operation. The British
legation lno the capilal or that little
republic has laleiy sent out a report on
the workinZs of the diflerent wystems
in use; and In it appeara wuch that s
of interest and value. In tour of the
cantous there are complete progressive
systems, according to. which the tax,
as a rule, - is
derived from pensions, snnullies.
ueufructs, solaries, Wwages, and the
earnings of labor generaliy, income
derived from capital being fixed on ita
capital value, either as & peneral lux
oD fortunes or as u tax on
perscoalty. 8o far, then, as the
weallhy sre concerned, the prinoiple
of progressive taxation I8 sppled ip
the shape of a (aX on landed property
apd capitaii &nd it is on the Indusirial
and professional olasees that the
rogressive income tax presses.

But the most thorough application of
the prinoiple is tounu in th canton of
Vaud., Theretbe realty is divided into
tnree ciusses: The flrst includes prop-
erties under#3000 o value, the second
properties between $5000 and $20,060 in
wvalue, and the third those uver $20,000.
The amount of the tax is fixed yeariy;
and the rate at preaent is $5 per 35000
for the tirst olass, $7.50 per $5000 fur
the second, and 10 per $500u ior the
third class. Persunal preperty ig aisg
divided 10to lhree classes—persoaalty
proper, incomes and usufruets;, and
proceeds of labor; and each of these
ig again divided iato seven clasges, the
tax per $300 rislng from $10 to $40.
Thus 8 mad with a ealary of 810,400

would wvay $300, wilh ope of
29500, S160, apd  with a ealary
of 500, $5. The incrense of

revenue from this t+x amounts Lo some
£30,000, the populatiun of Vaud being
apout 248,000, Frie ds of the system
point to the lneresse as a root of ite
successful working and advocate fts
extenslon to other cantops. But it is
contended, on the other hand, that the
fiscal ga 1 ismorethan counterbalanced
by depreciation in lapd values and in-
jury to tocal trade. Wealihy families
are gaid to have loft the cauton, while
many vegularly close their houwes tor
nipe months in the year in order t
evade the law. Forelzners, too, are
lees and leB3 mnxious to reside in the
canton, The consequenceof all thie 18
tbat many properties have depreciated
dity per cenl aud that trade suffers
greatly. \

These objections would seem to be
welghty, and te oconstitule quite an
obstacle to the extension of the systewm
in the otber cantons;, so much so, in-
deed, that & proposition tu Introduce
the Vaud lden in Berne, the principal
canton of the republie, was signally
defeated at 8 recent election. It ie
understood, however, that the econo-
mists and financiers of the nation are
confeiring with a view to the presen-
tation of a seheme which shall possess
al]l the merits aud remove as mADY 88
possible ot the fauits in the eystem re-
ferred to. Their eflorts and experi-
mentin, whatever the resnlt may be, wili
not be lost upon the rest of the worid,
which sees in the question a problem
with which all have directly to deal.

———————

THE DIRECTOR of the mintsays we
bave $1,611,821,753 in money in cireu-
Jatiop; sod there le suvarcely a man
who thinks he has his fair share of it,

restricted to incomes

FOOLISH PROCEEDINGS.

The action o¢f tbe Chbleago ity
counci| that enabled Mayor Washburn
to quietly and sarcastically rebuke it,
18 variously commented upon. It will
be remembured that by action of the
solons the public offices were all closed
on 3t Patrick’s day, and scon after
thie 8 member moved thatthere be a
aneral closing on tbe birthdey of
Emperor William I of Germany, and
this motlon alee went through. It

| svems that this latter proceeding was

initiat 4 by one of
more as 8 rebuke to the council
tor ils former sotion than otherwise,
but he wae taken at his word and the
Germah rnler recelved the same con-
eideration as the Irish saint.

This proceeding cavses s Chicago
paper fo observe that 31 this is to be
ibhe poliey henceforth the Italian oiti-
zoug, of course, will see that King
Humbert’s birthday is duly recognized
and the Englisb will have a boliuay
decl red when the anntversary of
Queen Victoria’s birth comes around.
Tne other menarchs of Europe by tbat
tinoe will naturally begin to clamor for
recognition from the Chicago city
council. It is nsked if that very lively
ruler Willlam I[ should be Jiscrimin-
ated against, and why his other dead
ancestors c¢annot be remembered,
Mention is alsec made of Bar-
barcesa and Charlemssne, and the
way generally opeued for s Jist of de-
funct celebrities so luong that there
would not be enough daye in the year
for them »ll to have an ipning, Ltis
all very absurd if not unpatriotic. Let
the difterent nationalities celebrate any
occasion thatisuits them and do it in
their own way so long as they do not
violate the Inw nor get in others’ way;
but to interfere with the buwsiness 1
the lucal government in order to do it
is asking for & little tos much. Be-
sides, we cannot sflord to officially dis-
criminate as between citizens.

tbe aldermen

DEATH AGAIN CHEATED.

There are lines of humor and ab-
surdlty runnlng through perform-.
ances off the stage as well as on. A
ehort time since the newspaper readers
of the world were moze or lesa ehocked
sl reading of the assassloation of Joha
VW. Mackay, one uf the earth’s colossal
miilionsires, by & orunk in San Fran-
cisco. Duwtails were in dJemand and tor
s short time serious results were ex-
pected. Then the injured man took a
turn for the botter and ie nearly s
good ag Well. But all of the story Jid
not reach us. Lt seems that the doctors
10 charge admit that thelr pattent bad
been nearer to death than was given
out. We learn that on Wednesday
night last he was stricken with aoure
internsgl ﬁ;ina while dreesing for the
street. fs phyelcians were sum-
moned immeiately apd found him
suffering from a loreign substance “*in

the veormiform appendix.*? The
foreign body Wwae 0 green  pes,
Of this vegetable Mackay is
very fond and dJduriog the time

he war in bed suffering from the effects
of Rippey’s buliet he ate heartily of
tbem. One of the peas became lodged
as stated and ocaueed the tfouble. He

eank rapidly and several times the doc-
tors Were on the verge of giviog up
bope. Mackay’s rugged constitulion,
however, brougbt bim to the conva-
lesce tstage. Hesuflered excruciating
agony, and was most of the time under
the influence of druga. By his orders
the truth was concesled from the pub-
lioc until the news leaked out.

We are also advised that the assassin,
Walter C. Rippey, i= rapldly recover-
ing from tne effects of the wound
which be infiicted upon himsell. On
beipg informed that Mackay wae iD
the condition above Jescribed he i8
said to have expressed the greatest
sorrow and regretied having done the
shooling, saying he must have been
cruzy at the time.

THE DIFFERENCE.

Queen Victoris enioys 8 good many
privileges which are denied te the
President of the UUnited Btales,
though in s)me other respects he 8
the more poweriul ruler of the two.
He csn veto a bill passed by Congress,
with nonobalanoe if not impunity; and
csn epact the role of headsman with
officeholders while vxercisiug at the
same tiule tne appointment of Bugues:
sors with but Jittle restraint in either

case. Bul when it comes to the
matter of ealary, perqulsites, provi-
sions for the famliy by the govern-
ment and & few other matters, the

British sovereign bas the call en lhe
President by several notches, anlbeit
the lutier has greater Fesponsibilities
regting upon him and more persunal
work to perfonm.
- Viotoria i just now enjoying one of
the ‘other matters®” shove spokwvu of,
it being a four weeks’ onting AMODE
tbe Flurentines in Italy. If sbees®
it ber lite might be ail but a con-
tinuous round of outings, but for
appenrance suke sbe wust bold
torth at cerlain seasons at tne seat of
government. Thuse who ecan the
Iandscupe abrosd during the next four
weeks will not, we take it, be ableto
distinguish tbe elightest difference in
the English part of it by reason ot ber
majesty’s absence, nor would they if
phe were to remsin outside the nation
more thau sbe remained in; she 0C-
cuplies the same position relutive tu it
that o figurehead doesto a sbip—ehe
is at the bead ot it but is silent, goes
wherever It goes, is supporled by it
and is an orpament, but the same
routes could be followed and the eame
puce made if it were not there. How-
ever, her majesty is a woman of good
iwpulsws thoush not overly onaritabie;
ber private life is most exemplary;
she hus inoulocated integrity, virtue
and the domestic qualities in ber
household, no matter if a lew of them
bave falled to profit thereby; and since
Great Britain must tor ine presedt
bave such & head,undoubtedly Victoria
could not be improved upon. Bo let us
all hope that she enjoys her Ltaliau
sojourn and that her d ys wmny he
long in the land.
Hure it is vasily otherwise, There
is an unwritten iaw, to which our
chief magisirate pays as much respuct
as he does to any that are wrilten,
requiring bim not 1o cross the boundary
line of the republicduring his term o
office. Buch an act, having received
the binding force of s century’s ob-



