against the Jonger contlnuation of the
reign of whisky and fts consequent
damaging effects upon the morals of

this city. m
"HENRY CLAY FRICK.

HeNRY CLAY FRIOCK was born on a
farm near West Overton, Pa., about 42
yeara ago. After recyviog a common
achool education he entered a dry

store as assistant remainfing hnt
E(;(t):;t time. He pext became hook.
keeper in 8 distillery at Bradford.
When about 21 years of age he went
into the coke huslness, on asmall soale,
in company with two others, the firm
being kpnown a2 Fricks and CJo. The
business expanded and hecame pros.
perous, and in 1876 Frick became sole
owner, having bought out his partoers.
The following year he entered into
partnership with two other men and
gave 8 pew impetus to his trade. In
1862 the frm of Frick & Co. owned
8000 acres of coal land and 1,026 coke
ovens. Lt was during this year that
Andrew Carpegie hecame associated
with Frick. Thkere was some s
. understanding about coke, and the
shrewd Carnegie motlng that Frick
waa the coke KiDg of Pennsylvania,
entered into partneliship with him jn

usetry.

thf;j]l.ng})ﬂ lh{s Frick and Carnegie cor-.
poration owned 35,000 acres of coal
lands, over 10,000 coke ovens, and
forty-two of the eighty coke plants in
the region. It also owmed raflroada,
water pumplng works, steam boilers,
a4 vast eystem of tramWways and
horses and mules in  hundreds,
Over 11,000 men were then employed
in the coke worke.

In 15888, Btewart, the bu'alnesa part-
per of Andrew Carneglein the iron
trade, died. Then Frick was induced.
tn take his place, and very socon devel.
oped into n rosster mind i Iron as he
bad already done in coke. Both the
industries from that time becar:lm more
or less united, Frick becoming the
active manager of all the works. The
wesalth of Frick and Carnegie com-
bined j8 varlously estimated at from
seventy to one hundred mllllons of
dollars.

Fifieen or twenty years ago all the
hapnds with few exceptious employed
in coke worke were native-born A merj-
cans., In time a strong sprinkling of
Engligh, Welsh, Beotch and Irisb
crept in. Frick was always introduc-
ing some reform in wages. He kept
Pinkerton detectlves employed as
{aborers amouy the men, conseguentiy
he alwaye knew whal movemuents were
in progrees. In 1886 came the great
strike Ly which the English-speaking
laborers were driven out of the region,
and thousands of 8lavs, Hupns and
Bohemians Introduced. Matters went
on smoothly until last year wben the
Connpellsville coke etrike took place, in
wbich were involved 15,000 workers.
During that strike over a dezen per-
sons were killed and many times more
wounded. By the ald of the Pinker-
tons the men of 1886 were all ousted
and Italians, negroes and others intro-
duced. Mr. Frick is, whether justly
or otherwise, ofle of the most unpopu-
lar employers of lator In this country.

‘THE world’a railwaysare worta $30,.
000,000,800,
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THE READING COAL COMBINE.

AR,UT #ix months ago ¢insiderable
excitement was oc:usioned by what
was known a8 the Reading Railroad
Coal Combipe, This was an asasocin-
tion formed«of roads Interested in the
anthracite coal industry. It might
more properly be denominated a trust,
but the legal ad visers of the comblna-
tion carefully avoided using any term
of that character. It wae sgimply re.
ferred to ag an agreement to cheapen
operation, and consequeltly to give
the public better terms. But shortly
after the completion of the trust coal
went up, and it has been creeping in
the same direction ever since. This
combination controls the anthracite
output of the whole coal miniig
reglon, and the scope in the way of
distribution extends fromn Buffile and
New York and from Lake Champlain
to the Virginias,

About ten days ago the House of
Repressntatives at Washlngton passed
a resolution authorizing its Ioterstate
Commerce Commlistee to investigate
whether ‘‘the alleged combinations of
the Philadelphia & Rending Railroad
Company, the Lehigh Valley Ruaiiroad
Company, the Central of New Jerasy,
and the Port Reading Railroad Com-
pany, or any combination hetween any
of these roads and any other roads or
canals or producers of conl, for any
illegal or improper purpose, exist, and,
if o, hat is the effect on prices and
upon ¢commerce between the SBiates.??

The commitfee is authorized lo eit
durlng the recess of Congress at such
places as may suit its convenledice best.
It is also authorized to suhpoeoa wit-
nesses and compel their attendince.
1o additton to a tull report of the facts,
the commiltee is instructed to make
suggestions and recommendations,
provided it 1s shown that the trust or,
combine is an injury to the people,

_

THE STREET SPRINKLING TAX.

THERE is much dissatisfaction
among property owners over the street
sprinkling tax. Many of them have
been served with a npotice that they
have been assepsed al the rate of seven
cents per fvot frontage. This counts
hoth ways on corner lsts. The service
bes always been miserable since the
““Liberals’ let the contract to a non-
resident firm and rejected all local bids.
But of that we do oot wish now to
make particular mention, The Coun-
cil has recently created a new sprinkl.
ing distriet, and placed the tax, ifwe
remember rightly, at only four cents
per foot frontage,

In addition to this discrimination
between districts, which, however,
mny be capable ot patisfactory
explapation, there fa aiso dls-
crimination In the eupply. In one
portion of District No. |, the streets are
spriokled or flooded at least four times
& day, in other parts of the eame dis-
trict only twice n day, Valuable prop-
erty in tbe burineas locality which is
benefited to a far greated degree than
that in.remote places, pa¥s no iore
tban the iatter, and vacant or almost
vacnut lots have to pay very large
sums against small and inslgnifienat
amounts paid by valuable business
houses.
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More than that. It ls helieved that
the City Councll has no legitimate au-
thority to levy a special street sprinkl-
ing tax at all.” It is a puhlic service
for a public necesslty, tv come out
of the general funds obtalned hy gen-
eral tuxation, Inveatigation of the
charter, with all its Aamendments, fails
to discluee any definite bestowa! of
power on the Councli to levy such a
tax.

The consequence is that a number of
agerieved taxpayers have agreed to
unite and resist the collection of this
unequal, and as believed, lllegal im-
position. An injunction will be ap-
plied for, and those who unite in the
application will be safe In not paylng
the tax until a judicial decision s
reached. If tbe great body of the
property owners taka part in the sulit,
it will cost tbem but a mere trifle, and
great confidence is expressed that the
tax will be declared unlawfyl. In our
special notice column will be found
something of interest to all who deaire
to escape, this Burdes, and prompt re-
sponse to it on thelr part is neccasary.

INTOXICATED CONGRESSMEN.

THEe charge made In a campaign
pamphlet, by Mr. Watson of (Jeorgia,
that some Members of Congress attend

to public business and make speeches
on important subjeots whiteintoxicated,
and that drunken members reel
through the aijsles of the: House, needs
the investigatio® it s to have hy a
congiesslonal committee, ‘Though
made for a partisan purpose we fear
there is too much truth at the back of
it. No one familiar with affairs at the
capital can deny, to himself, that
evidences of induigence in the intox-
icatingz cup are oiften afiorded in the
balls of Congress and that such scenvs
are disgusting to sober citizens.

A to whether thls vile habit ls
characteristic of members of one party
only, there tnay be a difference of
vopiuion. There is nothing, however,
In the prineiples of either party
which gives license to suel conduct.
And we think the anger occasioned by
Mr, W atson’e phillpoic is moreover the
partiean color he has given to his
accusation than the disagreeable fact
itself.

It ia bad enough when men eutrust-
vd with tbe grave duty of leglslatiog
for the nation spend thelr “oft’* time
in carcusing and deep potatious. But
when they come to their posts of duty
blear-eyed and fuddled,thick of speech
and thicker of mind,or unduly exeitad
and stimulated by draughts of flery
liquor, the evil is worse in iteelf and of
much graver consequence tothe coun-
try. A few examples made to correct
this evll would be in order, Aud the
people who wield the baliot shouldsea
to it tbat men who are slaves to the
habit of drink are not permitted to ¢ls-
grace them and the country hy expos-
Ing their folly In the eyes of the world.

A. TRICK OF THE TRADE.

A BAMPLE of the methods of the
“Liberal” boss was given an Friday
in the care of E, H. Parsons agalnst C.

C.Grodwin and Wm,Neleon for erimli-
nal libel, The action was taken before



