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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

THE OLD YEAR AND THE NEW.

= 3

The year that ie Jusl peeetng into
bistory lenver to the lnooming year at
least two difflgult problems to derl
wilh—ons In the Old World and cne

in the New. There 1t ls the Turkish
qaestior; hers it Is Cabs. Both prob-
sbly wiil bave to be dealt with, anu
what the results will be upon the gen:
eral bilstory of the world, only Lhe
fulure can make clear,

The difficalty jn Turkey fa such thai
8 genera] breaking up of the empire,
whether by means of internal weak-
neee of by forejgn invaslon, ia belleved
to bring on s general Europesn
war. Ruesela wants Qoinstantinople
wnd France wanta SByria and Palea:
tine, but ruch jx tbe popular feeling iv
Russia that if the czar should sllow
s Roman Catholic power Lo lake pos-
eession of lbe Holy |and, It wounld in
all probebtlity cost him his tbrone.
Nor oan Franpe be indifferent to the
establishment of a powerful Russian
stetion at Constantinople, from whteh
the csar mieht dominate the Mediter.
ranean, The sulian understands the
eitumtion perfectly well apd aofar be
haa met all warnings with
evasi¥e Trepiles of promises msle
to be brokep, He has walched
the gatbering of fleets in the Darda.
nelles with perfect equanimity aund
continved ble reign of terror.

It Is pertectly clear, however, thsl
lbe denonemest of the great Ottomanp
drams is coming. The year’a die
tarbapces have seriocnsly interfered
with LBe forelgn trade and ounured
heavy lorser, and unless a remedy Ir
fonnd eoon, the pressure vf flnancinl
ofroles js likely to be brotght to besr
upon (hose in authority, and this may
be more eflective tban the sympathy
naturslly aAroused lo the elvilized
world in behslf of thourands of sufler
ing Armeniaps,

The Cuaban eltustion s elso an in-
beritance of the new year from 1t
predecessor. It weanld seem that s
rolation i« demaoded belgre lony,
unlers Lhe island is Lo be given over Lo
total deeolatipn. Will the trouble
there involve the United Biates in »
forelgn war, or are there means withln
the resch of diplomnoy whereby the
diffiouities may be overcome anu pesc-
once more evlablisbed? Who pan open
the sealed bopk of the future and reau
Its page:?

Thers are those whn turn with ex-
pectant looks to 1697 me one of the
Jmportant years !n buman history.
They eeem to think tbat the bamber
aeven gives & cerialn ground for this,
becsuse peven and seventy In Bibie
pbraseclogy often etande for a complele
period. Tobey have been called snored
numbers, It may be only colucdences,
but to the Churpoh of Jesus Cbrist ot
Latter-day 8ajpts the years endipg
wilbh seven bave ao far been Imporiant
ones. In 1827 the Propbet Joseph
received the plates on which the Boik
of Mormon wap engraved. The coming
year Ja jumt gseventy years since tbhat
great event. Ip 1887 Aposties H. C,
Kimball and Oresn Hyde were cef
spali 1o go on a mlejoo to England,
ADU thls was the firat foreign mleslon

of the Church. The first genera
confersnce wae beld in England the
same yoar, the membere ju Decemher
nuombering about a thousaesd. Io 1847
the Ploneers entered Balt Lake valley,
In 1867 a U, B, army wae dlepatohed

aguinet  Utab and thbe Terrl.
lory consequently deolarsad under
martinl law, In 1867 Utab eul.
tered mueh  from Indian  relds.

Tkis year the Dereret Telegraph com-
| pany war arganized, and the firat jseue
| of the DrsERET EVENING NEWS ap-
'peared, In 1877 President Brigbsm
Young died. In 1887 the Edmunde-
Tucker hill wae passed by Congrese.
Itia tiue that every year brings Ite
own events, but it ia aleo true that
those here mentioned have all been of
nocre than common importance to the
Cbareh of God.

BPREAD OF THE GOSPEL.

It will be gratifying tothe Liatter.
dny Balnts to conieinplale that during

tbe year juat closed Ltbe preschiog of
tbe Qcepel at bome and abrosd hae
been attended with most satisfactory
rerulte, [n every misslon of the
Churen material advaoce ls reported,
botb in Lbe bearing of the message and
in its receptlion by lbe people, In ali
quarters the dlsposition (Lo trest
ihe Elders kindly and Lo listen
respectially to tbelr messnge has
been manifest even to a greater
extent tban the previous yenr; and
ihe result has been apparent ln s very
large inorease in the membership of
the Cburch in all forelgn mirstons.
At home, aleo, ihe improvement hap
been marked, and the close of the year
comes with o showing of increased
interest In and sttendanpe At meel-
ags  for religiona worsblp, of
much more attention beinzr ebown
by tbhe young people than for-
merly, of a Iargely sugmeuted aplive
mem bership in tbe Cburob, snd of
great improvement in its recrd or
observance o requiremenis generslly.
Al this has come notwhhbstanding an
agitation inetituted, fosiered and ®n-
couraged by enemles of the Churob,
and jistened to by some whose lack of
information or underetandipg was a
meane of lending them into mistakes.
In the whole Held of Church opera-
tions,and in every department tbhereof,

there has been 8 plogress in
many respecis marvelous, and f{o
the Bainia highly e:couragipg., The

gratifylng record of 1896 ought to
<erve ma B0 incenlive lor recewed
zeal and ioeressed energy In the great
| aod fmmportant outy of epreading a
gsnowledge of the Gospel at bomie and
' abroad, und bringing all the Bonest in
| beari jn ptactical acoord therewilh,
tbat tbey may live godly in Chbrist
lesur and recelve the reward of the
Iaithful.

LICENSE COLLECIIONS.

The NEwS Is intormed that some
panple have an ides that the reaponei-
bility for deficiepcies In licenee coi:
leotione in the eity reets entirely uron

the presept inoumbent of the office |

whioch bas the business in charge. Fop
the enlightenment of thors who lake
tbat view we will eay that euch s nog
tbe case, It is with the collectliog
«ynatem, which bas been growing for
years; and the condemnstion is for
the system, not for any particalay
¢fficer. The present Incumbent hag
been in cflloisl duty only 8 yesrl, yut
tbe narrearages ocomplained of, by
whbich the oity ia deprived of a large
amount of revenue, bave been Accu.
mulating for eeveral yeare. Tbe lega)
requirement is to onilect licentes jn
advance, Owlug Lo tbe eclroum.
alanmces of the Ilicenses, it hag
been - opustomary to allow the
colleotor to exercise disocretion |Ip
vxtending time for payment & littlg
beyond the arbitrary date, &8 sooh
ienience wee much more deelrable ang
beneficia) than a rule whbich woulg
torce people out of bueinese, Bo far the
cuastom was good, as shown by many
yaars’ experienoe. But In conneutlop
iberewith there has grown up g
syslem, alsu covering eeme yeare,
of extendinyg time beyond w ressop.
abie period Lo some who Jmportuneg
for the same, and ibe remy|g
has been to the oity’s injury, as stateq
yesterday. It isthis system that neegy
to be chauged, and chaunged quickly,
Lt probably couid be done 24 readily
witbont as wilh a separate offiper; bug
it needs the backlog of the Qity Coug.
cll tor uny officer to insugurate the
Jdesired reform., A lipensee ought (g
pay his fees at least witkin the perigy
oovered by hia license,

THE CLONING YEAR.

Today, December 31, 1836, closes 4
year that o many respecis bes u pa.
markable record, Bo far as proglrese jp
the arte and sclevces s coucerned, the
forwatd steps have not been lessened
o number of Importaooe, and many
notable advanpes bave been made, Iy
the assoointions of nations in goverp.
mental capacity, momentous questiopg
have arizen And bave been disposed o,
teuerally with satiefaction. 1bn indga,
trin] mattere, tbere bep been s Markey
obapge in eentiment from a feellng of
grent nnrest to one of Lrigbler hopeg
vel the assurancesn of an immediprg
sthetter Jay'? are not allogetber conp.
clusive. Apd in tbe fleld of morais,
the matter of beiterment bas been pr
such doubtful charsoter that over al]
the world ls thrown a shadow of un.
esxiness ne to what the fulure Bae ip
etore for earth’s inhabitante,

in some lands the Irlends of peape
sod Ilberty bhave enjoyed Lhg
renlizativn of freedom’s blesslnge jp
a great degree; but In  othery
the band of thbe oppressor hags
peen lald me a grisvous load. The
Armenian massacres make a dark page
of hietory thet will remain tbrough
tbe ceniuries to come, and the atlempy
to suppress the Cuban revolation by
mesanres of {he moet Inbuman cbar.
acter forme a parallel tbereto; while a
long liet of utberoppressiobatbat might
be clted tell how much of bUman mirery
yet must be borne ere the light of libe iy
pan shipe oo every bome and in every
Iand and chme. In thte respect ihe
history of 1896 ie another call for the
Deliverer whose power shall free the
eartb from wrong and uoeber in the
world’s miilennluw,



