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THE EDITORS COMMENTS

THEME OLD YEARTEAR AND TRETHE NEW

the year that 1in just passing into
history leaves to the incoming year att
least two diffboult problemsproblem to dealdo I1

with one in the old world and one
in the nownew there it tola the turkish
quequestonsUon here it lais cuba both prob-
ably will have to be dealt with badand
what the results will be upon the gen-
eral history of the world only the
future carlcan make clear

the difficulty in turkey laIs such that
a general breaking up of the empire
whether by moungmeans of internal weak
sonnew orof byb Y foreign invasion Isio believed
to bri v r on a general Euroeuropean
watwar bola wantswanta constantinople
andaad prancefrance wantswanta syria and pales-
tineft but such Is the popular feeling in
bola thathat itif the czar shouldbou id allow
ita boman catholic power to take pospoa
elonenelonefof the holy land it would in
all probability costcoat him his throne
nor ORDcan france be indifferent to the

of a powerful russian
at constantinople from which

weur czar might dominate the Momediter-
ranean the sultaneoltan understandstanda the
situation perfectly well and soeo far he

h motmet all warning with
evasive replies or promisesprom liei maemade
to be broken he hashag watched
thebho latheringgathering of besttB in the dardadard8
dellftbell with perfect equanimity and
continued hlahis reign of terror

it laIs perfectly elear however that
the denouement of the great ottoman
drama Is coming the years dladie

anoenoes have seriously interfered
with the foreign trade and
heavy lowee and unless a remedy inie
found soon the pressure wf financial

it likely to be brought to bear
upon those in authority and this waymay
be more than the sympathy
naturally aroused in the civicivilizedlizec
world in behalf of thousands of sufferbuffer
lagina ArmenArmeniaarmeniansiansoB

theth cuban euion to alsoaleo an in-
heritancebertta nom of the nownew year from itsifpredecessor it would seemeem that a9

tion tola demanded before lour
DUIM the laland Isin to be given over to
total desolationdeio latton will the trouble
there webe united states in a
foreign war or are there meanbeani within
abebe reach of diplomacy whereby the
diffley waymay be overcome and poso
onee more established who CUDcan open
thebe maled book of the future and read

itsito pagespaged
there arate those who turn with ex-

pectant looka to 1897 BBas one of the
IMPOrtimportantmSt yearsyean in human history

eemboom to think that the number
even elvei a certain ground for this

bOGIBUNO seven and evenly in bible
phraseology often stands for a complete
period they have been called sacred
gumben it iney be only
bat to we church of jesus christ 01

daiuto the yearsyean ending
with voneven have so0 o far been importantgaea in18 1827 the prophet joppa
reenreceivedived we plates on which theabe book
of mormon waswa engraved the corn imir
yearbarlaft justua seventy yearsyean since1 I nee thatgreatrt event in 1887 apostles H C
kemball and orsonoraon hyde wernae
apart to10 go90 oi a million to england
and ahto18 WOOWM thebe apt foreign cholon

of the church the first gonergenera
conference was holdheld in england ththee
same year the members laIs december
numbering about a thousand inID 1847
tthelie plpi opera entered salt lake valley
loin 18671857 a U army waswaa dispatched
against utah end the territ-
ory consequently declared under
martial law in 1867 utah suteur

much from indian raidsraid
this year the deseret telegraph com-
pany was and the farst Islesueaua
of the deseret EVENING NEWS ap-
peared in 1877 president brigham
young died loin 1887 the edmunds

bill waswae passed by congress
it Isia true that every year brings itsiab
own events but it toIB alsoaleo true that
thone here mentionedment boned have all been of
moremere than common importance to the
church of god

SPREAD OF THE GOSPEL

it will be gratifying to the letter
day saints to contemplate that during
the year justjuat closedclofed the preaching of
the gospel at home and abroad beebae
been attended with mostmoat satisfactory
resu it11 a I1inn every mission of the
church material advance lais reported
both in the bearing of the message and
1lo10 itsita reception by the people in all
quarters the disposition to ttreatret
the elders kindly and to laltoo
respectfully to their messagemenage hashae
been manifest even to a greater
extent than the previousprevlona year and
theibe result has been apparent in a very
large increase in the membership of
the church in all foreign missions
at home also the improvementimprovedant banbae
been marked budand ththe0 close of the year
corneacomes with a showingbowing of increased
interest in and attendance at meet
inizeinci for religious worship of
much more attention being shownbbown
by the young people than for
merly of a largely augmented active
membership in the church and of
creat improvement in itsita feordrd oi01

observance to requirements generally
all thlethis hasbaa come notwithstanding an
agitation instituted fosteredaleredfo and oneo
cou raged by enemies of the church
and listened to by some whosewhole looklack of

information or understanding waswasawaea
meansmeana of loadingleading them into mistakenmimis

IQin the whole field of church opera
in every department thereof

there has been a progroon to
many respects marvelous and to
the saints highly eiat the
gratifying record of 1896 ought to
erve as an incentive for renewedfollowed

zeal and JeI1 creaseddecreased energy in the gna
endand important cutyauty of spreading a
knowledge of the gospel at home and
abroad and all the honest inID
heart ioin practical accord therewith
that they may livejive godly in christ
jesus and receive the reward of the

LICENSE collections
the Is informed that some

people have an idea that the responsi-
bility for deficiencies in license col-

lections loin the city retorests entirely uronupon
the incumbent of the officemos

which hasbaa the business in charge for
the enlightenment of those who takelake
that view we will saybay that such Is not
the came it is with the collection
system which hasbae been growing for
yearyea and the condemnation laIs for Z
the system nonot for any particular
officer the present incumbent bahas
been tola official duty only a year yet
the arrearagearrea rages complained of by
which the city lais deprived of a large
amount of revenue have been aockacau
mutatingmu lating for several years the legal
requirement la18 to collect licenses in
advance owing to the circircunscuna
stances of the licensee it hasbar N

beehnb0eja customaryoui tomary to allow ththe
coll to exercise discretion IQilk k
extending time for payment a little N

bebeyondY ond the arbitrary date asaa subodott
lenience Wwaias much more desirable and A
beneficial than a rule which would
force people out of businessbuel nea ISO80 far ththe
custom was good asaa shown by many
years experience but in
therewith there banbaa grown up a
system alsoalao covering someacme beart
of extending time beyond a reason
able period to somelome who importune 11

foror the same and the result I1
hasbai been to the cityaltyalis injury as stated I1
yesterdayday it Is this system watthat neetaneeda g
to be changedohan ged and changed quickly
ltit probably could be done waa readily Awithout asai with a separateparateae officer bbutU t U
it needs abe backing of the city coucoun-
cil

a
foror any officer to inaugurate the

desired reform A licensee ought to
pay hishi fees at least within the period
covered by hishia licenselicenee 41
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year that inID manyasoy respects has a tore 3

record so80 far asaa progress IQ

the artsarte and scienceslencesso isin concerned the I1

forward steps have notdot been
inID number or importance and many
notable advances have been made iuIQ
the associations of nations in govern-
mental capacity momentous questions
have arisen sodand have been disposed of
generally with satisfaction in indue
trial matterymatteri there hasbits been a marked
change lain sentimententiment from a feeling of
great unrest to one of brighter hopes
yet the assurances of an Immedi vile
16 better daydaya are riotnot altogether con-
clusivecluOlus siveive and loin the field of moralemoral s
the matter of betterment hasbaa been of
such doubtful character that over all 1

thehe world Is thrown a shadow of un
easiness asae to what the future hashaa in
torestore for earthsearthva inhabitants
in someome lands the frieada of peace

and liberty have enjoyed the
realization olof freedom 08 blessings in
Is great degree but in others s

the band of the oppressor hhas
been laid asaa a grievous load the
armenian massacresmaua orea maremake a dark panepaige
of history that will remain through
thebe centuries to come and the attemptI1
to suppress the cuban revolution by
measures of the mostmoot inhuman obarchar
acter forms a parallel thereto while
long list of other oppressionsoppressions that might
be cited tell how much of human aitery i

yet must be borne oreere the light of liberty
can binealue on every home and in every
land and clime in this respect thbe
history of 1896 Jsis another call for tthebe
deliverer whose power shall free the
earth from wrong and tabei in the
worlds millennium


